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COMMAND HISTORY 
- 1  * L n  

... . USS FITZG(RAM CDPG 62 )  
1 JANUARY 2 0 0 1  TO 31'*DECEMBER 2 0 0 1  

1. Command H i  s to ry  and Organization 

The mission o f  USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  t o  conduct prompt, sustained combat 
operations a t  sea i n  support o f  U.S. National Pol i c y .  She i s  equipped t o  
operate i n  a h igh densi ty ,  mu l t i - t h rea t  environment as an i n t eg ra l  member o f  a 
Carr ie r  B a t t l e  Group, Surface Act ion Group o r  underway rep1 eni  shment group. 
FITZGERALD's robust combat systems provide capabi 1 i t i e s  i n  An t i  -Ai r Warfare 
(AAW) , Undersea Warfare (USW) and Ant i  -Surface Warfare (SUN), p ro j ec t i ng  power 
throughout a1 1 spectrums o f  marit ime operat ions. 

USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  home ported i n  San Diego, Ca l i f o rn i a  and assigned 
t o  Destroyer Squadron Twenty Three, w i t h  Un i t  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Code R21824. CDR 
John P .  Neagl ey re1 ieved CDR A1 Col l  i n s ,  Sr .  as Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  USS 
FITZGERALD on 13 December 2001. 

2. Chronology o f  Major Events 

01-02 JAN 
03-14 JAN 
15-17 JAN 
18-31 JAN 
01-05 FEB 
06-25 FEB 
26 FEB-01 MAR 
01 MAR 

02 MAR 
03 MAR 
04-11 MAR 
12-16 MAR 
17-18 MAR 
19-23 MAR 
24-27 MAR 
28-31 MAR 
01-03 APR 
04-07 APR 

Inpo r t ,  Bahrai n 
Underway, Arabi an Gul f f o r  MI0 
I npo r t ,  Bahrain 
Underway, Arabian Gu l f  f o r  MI0 
I npo r t ,  Bahrain 
Underway, Arabian Glul f f o r  MI0 
Inpor t ,  Bahrain 
Chairman o f  t he  J o i n t  Cl i iefs o f  S ta f f  General Shelton 
onboard, escorted by Commander o f  F i f t h  F lee t ,  Vice Admi r a l  
Moore 
Underway, Arabi an Gul f 
Underway, T rans i t  S t r a i t s  o f  Hormuz 
Underway, en route t o  Phuket , Tliai 1 and 
Anchored, Phuket , Thai 1 and 
Underway, enroute t o  Singapore 
Inpor t ,  Si ngapore 
Underway, enroute t o  Hong Kong 
Inpor t ,  Hong Kong 
Underway, special o~perations Hainan I s1  and 
Underway, Phi 1 i ppi nle Sea enroute t o  Guam 
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08 APR 
09-15 APR 
16-18 APR 
17 APR 
19-25 APR 
26 APR-03 JUN 
04-10 JUN 

11-12 JUN 
13 JUN 
14-27 3UN 
28 JUN 
28 JUN 
29 JUN-10 JUL 
11 JUL-12 SEP 

13-14 SEP 
15-23 SEP 
24-28 SEP 
29 SEP-08 OCT 
09-12 OCT 
13-23 OCT 
15-26 OCT 
24 OCT 
25 OCT 
26 OCT 
27-29 OCT 
30 OCT-02 NOV 
03-04 NOV 
05 NOV-01 DEC 
05-13 NOV 
06-09 NOV 
14-17 NOV 
14-16 NOV 
17-25 NOV 
26 NOV 
27 NOV-01 DEC 
02-05 DEC 
06-10 DEC 
11-14 DEC 
13 DEC 

15-31 DEC 

Inpor t ,  Br ie f  stop f o r  fue l  , Guam 
Underway, enroute t o  Pearl Harbor 
Inpor t ,  Pearl Harbor 
M i  ss i  1 e Off1 oad, Lual ual e i  
Underway, enroute t o  San Diego, Tiger Cruise 
Inpor t ,  San Diego f o r  Period Upkeep 
Underway, Southern Cal i f o r n i  a (SOCAL) f o r  opposing force i n  
support o f  J o i n t  Task Force Exercise (JTFEX OPFOR) 
I npo r t ,  Seal Beach f o r  weapons o f f l oad  
Underway, SOCAL 
I npo r t ,  San Diego f o r  upkeep 
Underway, SOCAL for  Dependent ' s Crui se 
Awarded the  Spokane Trophy f o r  year 2000 
I npo r t ,  San Diego for upkeep 
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego f o r  Drydock Selected Rest r ic ted 
Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  (DSRA) a t  Southwest Marine Naval Shipyard 
Underway, SOCAL f o r  Sea T r i  a1 s 
I npo r t ,  San Diego f o r  upkeep 
Underway, SOCAL f o r  Teamwork North 01 
I npo r t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL 
I npo r t ,  San Diego 
Intermediate Maintenance Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  ( I M A V )  
Underway, SOCAL enroute t o  Seal Beach 
I npo r t ,  Seal Beach f o r  weapons onload 
Underway, SOCAL enroute t o  San Diego 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL f o r  CART I 1  
Underway, enroute t o  Everet t ,  WA 
Pac i f i c  North West (PACNORWEST) f o r  Operation Noble Eagle 
Inpor t ,  Everet t ,  WA 
Tai 1 ored Ship Tra in ing Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  (TSTA) 
Underway, PACNORWEST 
TSTA 
Inpor t ,  Everet t ,  WA 
Underway, PACNORWEST enroute t o  Esqui ma1 t , Canada 
Inpor t ,  Esquimal t , Canada 
Underway, enroute t o  San Diego 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL f o r  TSTA 
CDR John P. Neagley re1 ieved CDR A1 Col l  i n s ,  Sr.  as 
Commandi ng O f f i ce r  , USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) 
I npo r t ,  San D i  ego, Hol i day Stand-down 
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3. Summary o f  Events 

Throughout t he  collrse of 2001, USS FITZGERALD was ac t i ve  i n  a d iverse and 
chal 1 engi ng ser ies  o f  events. It began w i t h  FITZGERALD i nvol ved i n  high-tempo 
operations i n  the  Arabian Gu l f .  From January u n t i l  l a t e  A p r i l  FITZGERALD was 
deployed throughout t he  Western Pac i f ic ,  involved i n  intense Marit ime 
In tercept  Operations ( M I O ) ,  as wel l  as c r i t i c a l  operations i n  support o f  
United States nat iona l  p o l i c y .  Upon re tu rn  t o  San Diego the  sh ip  spent May i n  
a per iod o f  post-deployment upkeep. The months o f  June through August were 
spent i n  and out o f  p o r t  f o r  weapon o f f l oad ,  dependent's day c ru ise .  and JTFEX 
OPFOR, however, most o f  the  t ime was spent i npo r t  f o r  upkeep and DSRA. 
Fol 1 owing t h i s  , FITZGERALD entered the  Interdepl  oyment Tra in ing Cycle, 
h igh l ighted by CART I 1  and TSTA. The year ended w i t h  FITZGERALD's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Operation Noble Eagle o f f  the  coast of t he  Pac i f ic  Northwest. 

At t he  s t a r t  o f  t he  new year (CY-2001) FITZGERALD was i n  t he  middle o f  her 
deployment t o  t l i e  Arabian Gu l f .  The major focus o f  her t ime spent -in the  area 
was on Marit ime I n t e r d i c t i o n  Operations. Deployed t o  the  F i f t h  F lee t  as pa r t  
o f  Mul t ina t iona l  In te rcep t ion  Forces (MIF), these MI0 operations were 
supported by the  United Nations for sanctions against I r a q .  FITZGERALD 
boarded over 25 vessel s du r i  ng her t ou r ,  i nc l  udi ng several non-compl i ant 
ships.  During a por t i on  o f  her t ime dur ing these operat ions, a U.S. Navy SEAL 
team was embarked t o  ass is t  FITZGERALD i n  t he  boardings and was tasked w i t h  
performi ng some o f  t he  more dangerous non-compl i ant boarding operations . 
FITZGERLAD' s V i  s i t  Board Search and Sei zure (VBSS) teams were speci f i  cal  l y  
tasked w i t h  t he  boarding and securing o f  ships, inspect ion o f  the  sh ip ' s  cargo 
and paperwork, and the  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  hea l th  and comfort o f  the  crew 
onboard. 

I n  add i t i on  t o  ca r ry ing  out M I O ,  FITZGERALD provided a i r  defense f o r  the  
Harry Truman B a t t l e  Group. The sh ip  was v i s i t e d  by many noteworthy ind iv idua ls  
whi le  i n  the  Arabian Gul f  inc lud ing:  The Chairman o f  the  J o i n t  Chiefs o f  S ta f f  
(General She1 t on ) ,  Commander o f  the  F i f t h  F leet  (Vice Admiral Moore), 
Commander Harry Truman B a t t l e  Group (Rear Admiral McArthur) , and a member o f  
t he  Bahrain Royal Family (Shaikh Abdullah Bin Hamad A1 Kha l i f a ) .  FITZGERALD 
a lso hosted a fo re ign  exchange o f f i c e r  from the  Kuwait Royal Navy, Lieutenant 
Nasser. Four po r t  v i s i t s  were made i n  the  Arabian Gu l f  t o  Bahrain dur ing t h i s  
t ime, and a t  the  beginning o f  March FITZGERALD began t he  t r a n s i t  through the  
S t r a i t s  o f  Hormuz leav ing t he  Arabian Gul f  i n  i t ' s  wake. 
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Af te r  leaving the  Gulf, the  o f f i c e r s  and crew o f  FITZGERLAD continued t o  
focus on t r a i n i n g  and staying prepared t o  be ca l led  upon a t  a moments not ice.  
While keeping t h i s  sharp focus however, the ship found t ime t o  make por t  
v i s i t s  t o  Phuket Thailand, Singapore, and Hong Kong. Here, the  crew found 
t ime t o  take a well-deserved temporary res t  and re laxat ion whi le  enjoying the  
s ights  and cu l t u re  o f  these fore ign por ts .  Time f o r  re laxa t ion  qu ick ly  came 
t o  an end however, as FITZGERALD was ca l led  upon t o  perform special operations 
c l  ose t o  Hai nan Is1 and. Thi s happened a f t e r  an in te rna t iona l  i ncident 
i nvol v i  ng Ameri can and Chinese a i  r c r a f t  occurred and U. S .  presence was 
heightened i n the area. 

From there,  a f t e r  a b r i e f  stop f o r  fue l  i n  Guam, FITZGERALD ar r i ved  i n  
Pearl Harbor. Just  i n  Pearl Harbor long enough t o  o f f l oad  some mater ia ls and 
pickup Tigers,  the  sh ip  headed back t o  her homeport o f  San Diego. FITZGERALD 
was i npo r t  f o r  approximately f i v e  weeks through the  beginning o f  June f o r  
per iod upkeep, and crewmember reunions w i th  fami ly .  Over the  next several 
months FITZGERALD was i npo r t  f o r  post deployment upkeep and continuous 
t r a i n i n g .  During t h i s  t ime the  ship d i d  get underway however, f o r  weapons 
of f load a t  Seal Beach and f o r  a Dependent's Day Cruise. During the 
Dependent ' s Crui se, the Commander o f  the Paci f i  c F leet  recognized FITZGERALD 
as the winner o f  the  Spokane Trophy f o r  the  year 2000. This d ist inguished 
award i s  given t o  the surface combatant ship considered t o  be most p r o f i c i e n t  
i n overa l l  combat systems readi ness and warfare operations . The award o f fered 
tangi  b l  e evidence o f  the count1 ess hours spent t r a i n i n g  and performi ng 
operations a t  sea the previous year,  and was a s ign t o  the  crew o f  FITZGERALD 
t h a t  t h e i r  continuous e f f o r t s  were not  only not iced,  but  praised as we l l .  

From mid-July t o  mid-September, FITZGERALD was i npo r t  and then dry-docked 
f o r  upkeep and DSRA. Here the  ship the  ship received new equipment i n s t a l  1s 
and upgrades inc lud ing : Common Data Link Management System (CDLMS) , Extremely 
High Frequency - Fol 1 ow On Terminal (EHF-FOT) , Global Broadcast System (GBS) , 
Dual INMARSAT B ,  and a Stern Flap. Following t h i s ,  FITZGERALD had b r i e f  
underway periods f o r  sea t r i a l s ,  Team~ork North 01,  and weapons onload between 
her i npo r t  periods o f  upkeep. Teamwork North 0 1  proved t o  be e f f e c t i v e  Ant i  - 
Submarine Warfare t r a i n i n g  as FITZGERLAD performed as O f f i ce r  i n  Tact ica l  
Command f o r  the exercise. The ASW exercise also served as a reminder t o  the 
ship and crew o f  the  dut ies and ever-present responsibi 1 i t i e s  o f  staying 
focused on our mission t o  be prepared t o  conduct combat operations. This was 
the per fec t  preamble t o  CART 11, which s tar ted a t  the end o f  October. 
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Throughout November fo l l ow ing  the  t e r r i b l e  inc idents  o f  t e r r o r i s t  attacks 
on September llth, Fitzgera ld  was tasked t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  Operation Noble 
Eagle i n  PACNORWEST. The detai  1 s o f  t h i s  mission involved prov id ing a i r  
defense, the primary warfare area o f  FITZGERALD, t o  t he  area. From there,  
FITZGERALD turned f u l l  fo rce t o  the task o f  t r a i n i n g  dur ing TSTA. Then, on 
December 13th, CDR John P. Neagley re1 ieved CDR A1 Col l  i n s  Sr.  as Commanding 
O f f i ce r  o f  FITZGERALD. Fol 1 owing the change of command, FITZGERALD p u l l  ed 
i n p o r t  t o  San Diego t o  begin her 2001 hol iday stand-down per iod.  

Throughout 2001, as FITZGERALD pe rs i s t en t l y  pursued excel 1 ence, the  r e s u l t  
was a spate o f  successes unprecedented i n  the  sh ip ' s  s ix -year  h i s t o r y .  As the  
winner o f  the  Spokane Trophy Award FITZGERALD continued t o  represent t he  
Surface Warfare community i n  t he  most p o s i t i v e  1 i g h t  . Onboard FITZGERALD, 
combat readiness and m i  ss i  on accompl i shment created a cause and e f f e c t  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  drove the  crew t o  generate exemplary r esu l t s  i n  every endeavor, 
but  not  a t  a l l  costs.  Qua1 i t y  o f  1 i f e  was preserved through care fu l  planning 
and personnel management. Our commitment t o  Safety,  Mission Excel 1 ence and 
Warrior S p i r i t  manifested i t s e l f  i n  a warship ready t o  execute any tasking,  a t  
any t ime, and i n  any place. 
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