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COMMAND HISTORY 
USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) 

JANUARY 1, 1998 TO DECEMBER 31, 1998 

1. Command H i  s t o r y  and Organi za t i  on 

The mission o f  USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  t o  conduct prompt, sustained combat 
operations a t  sea i n  support o f  U. S. nat ional  pol  i c y .  She i s  equipped t o  
operate i n  a high densi ty,  mu l t i  - th reat  environment as an i n teg ra l  member o f  a 
c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  group. surface act ion group o r  underway replenishment group. 
I n  add i t i on  t o  her own self-defense capab i l i t i e s  i n  an t i  - a i r  warfare (AAW), 
undersea warfare (USW) and an t i  -surface warfare (SUM) . FITZGERALD can 
e f f e c t i v e l y  provide loca l  area protect ion t o  the  b a t t l e  group, surface ac t ion  
group o r  other ships . 

USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  homeported i n  San Diego, CA, and assigned t o  
Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Three. USS FITZGERALD was commanded by CDR C. W .  
Martogl i o  from Apri 1 30, 1997 t o  October 23, 1998, and i s  cu r ren t l y  commanded 
by CDR J .  S .  Grant. 

2. Chronology o f  major events. 

USS FITZGERALD ' s 1998 OPERATIONAL SCHEDULE 

01-05 January 
06-09 January 
10 January-01 February 
02-08 February 
09-12 February 
13 February-01 March 
02-08 March 
09-13 March 
14-15 March 
16-19 March 
20-21 March 
22-27 March 
28 March-05 A p r i l  
06-13 Apri 1 
14 Apri 1 
15-20 A p r i l  
21-23 Apri 1 
24-27 A p r i l  
28-30 A p r i l  
01-03 May 
04-06 May 

Inpor t ,  San D i  ego, Hol i day Stand-down 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA 
Inpor t ,  San Diego, SRA Phase 2 
Inpor t ,  San Diego, CART I 1  
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA 
Inpor t .  San D i  ego, Tomahawk Materi a1 Cer t i  f i c a t i  on 
Inpor t ,  San D i  ego, TSTA I 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA. USW Tra i  n i  ng 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA, MISS I LEX 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, CONSTELLATION B a t t l e  Group COMPTUEX 
Inpor t ,  San D i  ego, TSTA I 1  
Inpor t ,  San Diego, CSRR 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA. CSRR 
Inpor t ,  San Diego. CSRR 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA, TSTA I I 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA. TSTA I I 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA 
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07-15 May 
16-26 May 
27-29 May 
30 May-01 June 
02 - 04 June 
05-09 June 
10-12 June 
13-14 June 
15-16 June 
17-24 June 
25-26 June 
27-28 June 
29-30 June 
01-13 Ju ly  
14-16 Ju ly  
17-19 Ju ly  
20 Ju ly  
21 Ju ly -11  August 
12-14 August 
15 August - 14 September 
15-24 September 

25 September-04 October 
05 October 
06-07 October 
08 October 
09 October - 04 November 
23 October 

05 November 
06 November 
10 November-03 May 
14- 18 November 
22 November 
02-07 December 
08-13 December 
18 December 
18-22 December 
22-28' December 
29 -31 December 

Inpor t ,  San Diego, ECERT 
COMDESRON 23 Embarked 
Underway. SOCAL OPAREA 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, FEP Preparations 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway. SOCAL OPAREA, FEP 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA , COMTRAM I D 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway. Enroute t o  Santa Barbara 
Port  V i s i t ,  Santa Barbara 
Underway, Return t o  San Diego 
Inpor t ,  San D-iego 
Underway, SOCAL OPAREA , TORPEX 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Dependents Crui se 
Inpor t ,  San D i  ego 
Underway, AAW Tra i  n i  ng 
Inpor t ,  San D i  ego, MEFEX Phase I I, IMAV 
Underway, MEFEX Phase I I, B a t t l e  Group Sustai nment 
Tra in ing 
Inpor t ,  San Diego 
Underway, Enroute t o  Seal Beach. Ca 
Inpor t ,  Seal Beach, CA, Weapons Onload 
Underway, Return t o  San Diego 
Inpor t ,  San D i  ego, Pre-Depl oyment Leave and Stand-down 
CDR James S. Grant re1 ieved CDR Charles W .  Martogl i o  
as Commanding O f f i ce r .  USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) 
Fast Cruise 
Underway, Pre-depl oyment Ready-For-Sea Peri od 
Depl oyed , CARL VINSON Ba t t l  e Group 
ASWEX 99-1 
CHOP t o  SEVENTHFLT AOR 
Port V i  s i t  : S i  ngapore 
Port V i s i t  : Phuket , Thai 1 and 
CHOP t o  FIFTHFLT AOR 
Operation Desert Fox 
Maritime In tercept ion Operations, North Arabian Gu l f  
Anchored, Bahrain Be1 1 , Arabian Gul f 



3. Summary o f  Events 

From s t a r t i n g  the  year w i t h  the  completion of Phase Two o f  a Selected 
Rest r ic ted A v a i l a b i l i t y  (SRA) t o  f i n i s h i n g  i t  off w i t h  operations i n  the  
Arabian Gu l f ,  1998 proved t o  be a successful year f o r  FITZGERALD. I n  add i t i on  
t o  the  SRA. January was a lso the beginning o f  the Inter-Deployment Tra in ing 
Cycle (IDTC) . FITZGERALD completed the  CART I 1  por t ion  o f  the IDTC i n  
February w i t h  one-thi r d  of the t r a i n i n g  teams assessed a t  the TSTA I11  Level. 
Ha l f  o f  the  t r a i n i n g  teams were assessed a t  t h i s  leve l  by the end o f  the TSTA 
I Phase, which f in i shed  i n  the f i r s t  week o f  March. The remainder o f  March 
was spent conducting both i npo r t  and at-sea combat systems t r a i n i n g  i n  
preparat i on f o r  the Combat Systems Readi ness Revi ew , whi ch was accompl i shed 
during the  month o f  Apri  1 . Throughout the course o f  the year, FITZGERALD 
excel 1 ed i n  numerous combat readiness evaluations, inc lud ing a SM-2 BLKI I 
engagement versus a drone, a SVll-launched MK 46 engagement against a MK 39 
t a rge t .  a 5" 54 ca l i be r  gun engagement against towed a i r  and surface ta rge ts ,  
and a Phalanx CIWS engagement versus an towed a i  r t a rge t .  FITZGERALD f in i shed  
the month o f  Apri 1 by completing TSTA 11. During May, engineering became the 
focus as FITZGERALD achieved engineering c e r t i  f i  c a t i  on w i t h  a t r a i  n i  ng program 
described by evaluators as the  "model for  the  water f ront .  " The intense 
t r a i n i n g  dur ing the f i r s t  few months o f  the year culminated i n  mid-June, when 
FITZGERALD set  a new standard by successful l y  completing the  F ina l  Eva1 u a t i  on 
Problem i n  only two days, a fea t  never accomplished by a DDG-51 c lass sh ip  i n  
San Diego. I n  add i t ion,  FITZGERALD accomplished t h i s  feat  i n  only h a l f  the  
underway t ime normally required.  At the  end o f  June, FITZGERALD made a po r t  
v i s i t  t o  Santa Barbara, CA, and on Ju ly  20, 1998, the  crew welcomed f r iends 
and fanl i ly  i n  FITZGERALD as pa r t  of a one-day dependent c ru ise.  I n  
preparat ion f o r  the  upcoming deployment, FITZGERALD spent much o f  August 
working w i t h  the  other members o f  the Carl Vinson B a t t l e  group and the  Middle 
East Expedi ti onary Force. I n  m i  d-September , FITZGERALD was underway 
conducting b a t t l e  group operations , such as f l  i g h t  cont ro l  , communications 
t r a i n i n g  and combined force operations, w i t h  USS CARL VINSON B a t t l e  Group. 
FITZGERALD got underway again i n  ear l y  October t o  f i n i s h  f i n a l  preparations 
f o r  the  deployment w i t h  a weapons onload a t  Seal Beach, CA. Upon re tu rn  from 
Seal Beach, FITZGERALD entered a four-week leave per iod.  On October 23, 1998, 
CDR James S .  Grant re1 ieved CDR Charles W .  Martogl i o  as Commanding O f f i c e r  i n  
a ceremony held a t  Naval Sta t ion,  San Diego. A f t e r  a one day ready-for-sea 
c ru ise  on November 6 ,  1998, FITZGERALD deployed w i t h  the CARL VINSON B a t t l e  
Group t o  the  Arabian Gulf.  The i n i t i a l  phase o f  the deployment concentrated 
on b a t t l e  group support operations , inc lud ing Ant i  -Submari ne Warfare Exercise 
99-1, dur ing which FITZGERALD excel l e d  and was recognized f o r  her exceptional 
ASW capab i l i t i e s .  A f t e r  b r i e f  po r t  v i s i t s  t o  Singapore and Phuket, Thai land, 
FITZGERALD began the  remaining por t ion  o f  the voyage t o  the Gu l f .  On December 
16, 1998, FITZGERALD was ordered t o  f l ank  speed and a r r i v e  a t  t he  Gul f  t o  
i mmedi a t e l y  support OPERATION DESERT FOX, the s t r i  ke mission agai ns t  I r a q  



ta rgeted agai ns t  I r a q ' s  abi 1 i t y  t o  produce weapons o f  mass dest ruc t ion.  A f t e r  
th ree  days a t  maxi mum speed, FITZGERALD entered the  Gul f ,  and on Deceniber 19, 
1998, f i  red a number o f  Tomahawk miss i les  i n  support o f  the  ongoing operat i  on. 
With almost no delay, t he  sh ip  then began conducting Marit ime I n t e r d i c t i o n  
Operations i n  support o f  United Nations Sanctions against I r a q .  The sh ip  
wrapped up 1998 a t  anchorage a t  Bahrain B e l l ,  look ing back a t  a successful 
year and forward t o  another i n  1999. 


