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COMMANlD H I  STORY 
USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) 

CALENDAR YEAR 1997 

1 .  Command H i  s t o r y  and Organization. 

The mission o f  USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  t o  conduct prompt, sustained 
combat operat ions a t  sea, i n  support o f  U.S. nat ional  p o l i c y .  The sh ip  i s  
equipped t o  operate i n  a high densi ty .  mu l t i  - th rea t  environment as an i n t eg ra l  
member o f  a c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  group, surface act ion group o r  underway 
replenishment group. I n  add i t i on  t o  i t s  own s e l f  defense c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  a i  r 
warfare (AW) , under sea warfare (USW) , surface warfare (SUN), FITZGERALD can 
e f f e c t i v e l y  provide loca l  area pro tec t ion t o  the  b a t t l e  group, surface ac t ion  
group and other ships.  

USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) i s  home ported i n  San Diego, CA and assigned t o  
Destroyer Squadron Twenty-Three. USS FITZGERALD i s  commanded by CDR C. W. 
Martogl i o .  

2. Chronology o f  major events. 

01-09 JAN 
09-17 JAN 
18-21 JAN 
21 JAN-20 FEB 
21 FEB-21 AUG 
21-27 FEB 
27 FEB-01 MAR 
01-10 MAR 
07 MAR 
10 MAR 
10-15 MAR 
15-19 MAR 
19-22 MAR 
22-25 MAR 
25-29 MAR 
29 MAR-03 APR 
03 APR 
03-05 APR 

03-07 APR 
06 APR 
07-10 APR 
10-19 APR 

Inpor t  San Diego, Holiday Upkeep 
Underway, Middle East Force Exercise (MEFEX) 97-1 Phase I 1  
Underway, CONSTELLATION B a t t l  egroup F lee t  Exerci se 97- 1 
Inpor t  San D i  ego. Pt+e-Overseas Movement (POM) 
Deployed. Paci f i  c Middle East Force (PACMEF) 97-1 
Underway, enroute Pearl Harbor, H I  
I npor t  Pearl Harbor 
Underway, enroute Guam 
Change Operational Commander, United States SEVENTH F lee t  
B r i e f  Stop f o r  Fuel , Guam 
Underway, enroute Hong Kong 
Inpor t  Hong Kong 
Underway, enroute Singapore 
Inpor t  Si ngapore 
Underway, enroute Ma1 d i  ves 
Inpor t  Ma1 d i  ves 
Change Operational Commander, United States FIFTH F leet  
Exercise Arabian Skies 97-1 w i t h  USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
(CVN 71) and USS VELLA GULF (CG 72) 
Underway, enroute Bahrain 
T rans i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz. Enter Arabian Gu l f .  
Anchored Bahrai n 
Underway, Arabian Gul f  f o r  Marit ime In te rcep t ion  Operations 
(MI01 

Encl (1) 



19-22 APR 
22 APR-02 MAY 
30 APR 

02-05 MAY 
05-19 MAY 
19-24 MAY 
24 MAY-11 JUN 
10 JUN 
10-11 JUN 
11-19 JUN 
16 JUN 
19-26 JUN 
20 JUN 
26 JUN-01 JUL 
01-02 JUL 
02-05 JUL 
09 JUL 
05-11 JUL 
11 JUL 
11-25 JUL 
24-25 JUL 
25 JUL-01 AUG 
01-06 AUG 
06 AUG 
06-13 AUG 
09 AUG 
13-15 AUG 
15-21 AUG 
21 AUG-23 SEP 
23-24 SEP 
24-26 SEP 

26 SEP 
26 SEP-03 OCT 
03 OCT 
03-12 DEC 

12 DEC 

12-15 DEC 
15-16 DEC 
16-17 DEC 
17-18 DEC 

Inpor t  Jeb E l  A1 i , United Arab E m i  rates 
Underway, North Arabian Gul f  f o r  MI0 
Change o f  Command, CDR Gary M. Holst  re1 ieved by CDR Charles 
W. Martogl i o  
Inpor t  Dubai , United Arab Emi ra tes  
Underway, Arabian Gul f  f o r  MI0 
Inpor t  Jebel A1 i . United Arab Emirates 
Underway, CV escort  for  USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) 
Anchored Ba hra i  n 
Underway, Arabian Gul f 
Inpor t  M i  na Sul man, Ba hra i  n 
Host sh ip  f o r  Secretary o f  Defense 
Underway, enroute Seychel 1 es 
T rans i t  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz, Depart Arabian Gu l f  
Inpor t  Port V i  c t o r i  a, The Seychel 1 es 
Underway, enroute Mombassa , Kenya 
Mombassa , Kenya 
Change Operational Commander, United States SEVENTH F lee t  . 
Underway, enroute D i  ego Garcia 
B r i e f  Stop f o r  Fuel , Diego Garcia 
Underway enroute Sydney, Austra l  i a 
PASSEX w i t h  HMAS Sydney 
Inpor t  Sydney, Austra l  i a 
Underway, enroute Suva Harbor. F i j i  
B r i e f  Stop f o r  Fuel , Suva, F i  ji 
Underway, en route Pearl Harbor 
Change Operational Commander, United States THIRD F lee t .  
Inpor t  Pearl Harbor 
Underway, enroute San D i  ego 
Inpor t  San Diego f o r  Post-Deployment Leave and Upkeep 
Underway. Naval Weapons S ta t ion  Seal Beach, CA 
Inpor t  Naval Weapons S ta t ion ,  Seal Beach, CA f o r  Ammuni t i o n  
o f f - l o a d  
Underway, enroute San D i  ego 
Inpor t  San D i  ego 
Underway, Conti nental Marit ime Shi pyard , San D i  ego 
Inpor t  Continental Marit ime Shipyard f o r  Selected Rest r ic ted 
Avai 1 abi 1 i t y  (SRA) 
Underway, Southern Cal i fo rn i  a Operati ng Area f o r  SRA sea 
t r i a l s  
Inpor t  San Diego 
Underway, ABRAHAM LINCOLN B a t t l  e Group ITA Opposi ng Force 
Enroute Seal Beach 
Inpor t  Naval Weapons Sta t ion,  Seal Beach f o r  ammunition on- 
1 oad 



18 DEC Underway, en route San D i  ego 
18-31 DEC Inpor t  San Diego f o r  Holiday Leave and Upkeep 

3 .  Summary o f  Events. FITZGERALD began the  year completing preparat ions f o r  
t he  sh ip ' s  f i r s t  deployment. Fol lowing Middle East Force Exercise Phase I 1  
and CONSTELLATION B a t t l e  Group F leet  Exercise 97-1, FITZGERALD was i n p o r t  San 
Diego f o r  t he  sh ip ' s  Pre-Overseas Movement (POM) Period. On 21 February 1997, 
FITZGERALD deployed on Pac i f i c  Middle East Force (PACMEF) 97-1. Jo in ing USS 
PAUL F. FOSTER (DD 964). USS INGRAHAM (FFG 611, and HMCS REGINA (FFH 334). 
enroute t o  the  Arabian Gul f ,  FITZGERALD enjoyed p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  Hawaii , Guam, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and t he  Maldives. 

On 06 Apri  1 1997, FITZGERALD t r ans i t ed  the S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz i n  order t o  
conduct turnover b r i e f i ngs  w i t h  USS PAUL HAMILTON (DDG 60) i n  Bahrain; and 
u l t ima te l y  proceeded t o  the  North Arabian Gul f  (NAG) t o  begin Marit ime 
In te rcep t ion  Operations ( M I O )  i n  support o f  U. N.  Secur i ty  Counci 1 Resolutions 
against I r a q .  On 30 Apri  1 1997, CDR Gary M. Holst  was re1 ieved by CDR Charles 
W .  Martogl i o  wh i le  underway i n  the  NAG. While i n  the  Arabian Gu l f ,  FITZGERALD 
conducted over t h i r t y  boardings i n  support o f  U.N. sanctions against I r aq ,  
served as t he  Tomahawk ready s t r i k e  p lat form, and made p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Bahrain; 
and Jebel A1 i and Dubai , United Arab Emi ra tes .  Upon INCHOP o f  the  
CONSTELLATION B a t t l e  Group. FITZGERALD was assigned as CV escort  f o r  the  
CONSTELLATION, serv i  ng as A A W  escort  and planeguard whi 1 e CONSTELLATION 
operated i n  CVOA4. CVOA3, and a t  anchor o f f  Bahrain. FITZGERALD t r ans i t ed  the  
S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz and departed the  Arabian Gul f  on 20 June. P r i o r  t o  depart ing 
the  Arabian Gul f ,  FITZGERALD served as host p la t form f o r  a v i s i t  by t he  
Secretary o f  Defense which included a COMFIFTHFLT AOR OPINTEL b r i e f i n g  by 
FITZGERALD's Commanding O f f i ce r  and an opportuni ty  for  the  Secretary t o  meet 
crewmerr~bers . 

P r i o r  t o  commencing t he  t r a n s i t  home, FITZGERALD was assigned two 
representat ional  p o r t  v i s i t s ;  one t o  Port V i c t o r i a ,  Seychelles; and one t o  
Mombasa, Kenya. The purpose o f  the  po r t  v i s i t s  was t o  demonstrate U.S. 
i n t e res t s  i n  both countr ies and t o  serve as a host p la t form f o r  Fourth o f  Ju ly  
recept i  ons co- hosted by FITZGERALD's Com~nandi ng O f f i  cer  and the  U . S . 
Ambassador t o  each country.  FITZGERALD a lso stopped i n  Sydney, Austra l  i a f o r  
a one week p o r t  v i s i t  on t l ie  t r a n s i t  home. A f t e r  a b r i e f  s top f o r  fue l  i n  
Suva, F i j i  , FITZGERALD stopped f o r  two days i n  Pearl Harbor f o r  post-  
deployment b r i e f i ngs  t o  CINCPACFLT s t a f f  and t o  embark s i x t y  Tigers f o r  t he  
f i n a l  l eg  o f  the  t r a n s i t  home. 

For t h e i  r deployment serv ice,  the  crew o f  FITZGERALD was awarded t he  
Armed Forces Expedi ti onary Medal and a Sea Servi ce Depl oyment r i  bbon . 



A f t e r  a month of post-depl oyment 1 eave and upkeep, FITZGERALD shi  f t e d  
berths t o  Conti nental Marit ime Shipyard, San D i  ego, t o  undergo COMNAVSURFPAC's 
f i r s t  n ine week Selected Rest r ic ted Avai l a b i  1 i t y  (SRA) . During the SRA, 
FITZGERALD received new equipment and upgrades t o  many systems i nc l  udi ng the  
i n s t a l  1 a t i  on o f  Extremely High Frequency (EHF) communications equi pment ; 
Tac t i ca l  D i g i t a l  Informat ion Link (TADIL) J ,  known as Link-16; t he  Advanced 
Tomahawk Weapons Control System (ATWCS); and a p l as t i c s  waste processor. 
Fol lowing SRA sea t r i a l s ,  an ammunition on-load, and an emergent assignment as 
the  opposi t ion force f o r  the  LINCOLN B a t t l e  Group's in tegra ted t r a i n i n g  
assessment, FITZGERALD's crew ended the  year a t  home dur ing t h e i r  ho l iday 
leave and upkeep per iod.  

USS FITZGERALD was awarded a "Ba t t l e  E" f o r  the  sh i p ' s  outstanding 
performance dur i  ng calendar year 1997. Addi t i onal l y  , the  shi  p recei  ved t he  
fo l  1 owing command excel 1 ence awards f o r  calendar year 1997 : Marit ime Warfare 
(Power Project ionISea Control 1 ,  Engi neer i  ngISurvi vabi 1 i t y  , Command and 
Control , and Logi s t i  cs Management, as we1 1 as COMNAVSURFPAC ' s  Shi p Safety 
Award and the  Un i t  We1 1 ness Award (Green H) . 


