
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) 
PRECOMMlSSlONlNG UNIT 

SUPERVISOR OF SHIPBUILDING 
NEWPORT NEWS. VIRGINIA 2 3 6 0 7  

CVN69: 01 1 : apg 
5750 

f 1 FEB 7?73 
From: Commanding Officer, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) 

Precomnissioning U n i t  
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2), Department o f  the Navy 

Washington, D.C. 20350 

Su b j  : Command His  t o r y  (Report Symbol OPNAV 5750-1 ) 

Ref: (a) Phonecon LCDR  (DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER)/MR. PRICE 
(OP-05D2) o f  1 FEB 77 

(b)  OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

Encl : (1) Narra t ive  H is to ry  o f  DWIGI-IT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) 
Precommissioning U n i t  (AUG - DEC 1975) 

(2) Personnel U t i l i z a t i o n  Report (JAN - JUN 1976) 
(3) Personnel U t i l i z a t i o n  Report (JUL - DEC 1976) 
(4) Copies o f  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) Progress Reports 

(Numbers 4 through 14) (Report Symbol OPNAV 9030-1) (JAN - 
DEC 1976) 

1. As requested by reference (a) ,  enclosures (1) through (4)  are 
forwarded. 

2. Future Command H i  s to r ies  w i  1 1 be s u h i  t t e d  i n  accordance w i  t h  
reference (b)  upon DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) being placed i n t o  
service. A 



COMMAND HISTORY 1 1 fEB 1977 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) PRECOMMISSIONING UNIT 

1. Background. Construct ion of DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) was 
author ized i n  t h e  FYI970 budget. The sh ip  was o r i g i n a l l y  named 
EISENHOWER on 21 February 1970, b u t  was renamed DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
on 25 May 1970. The sh ip  i s  named f o r  the  34th  President  o f  t he  
Uni ted States and General o f  t he  Army Dwight David Eisenhower (14 OCT 
1890 - 28 MAR 1969). The keel o f  the  s h i p  (Hu l l  599 as designated by 
t h e  bu i l de r ,  Newport News Sh ipbu i ld ing  and Drydock Company) was l a i d  
on 15 August 1970 and was authent icated by the  l a t e  P res iden t ' s  grand- 
son D. David Eisenhower 11. 

2. N a r r a t i v e  H i s t o r y  (August - December 1975). The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a 
n a r r a t i v e  h i s  t o r y  o f  t h e  DWIGHT D. ' EISENHOWER (CVN-69) Precommi s s i  on i  ng 
U n i t  f rom the  date o f  establ ishment t o  the  end of calendar year 1975. 

a. Wi th t h e  inaugura t ion  o f  t he  f i r s t  formal d i a r y  on 6 August 
1975, t h e  Precommissioning U n i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  establ ished.  On t h a t  
date, there  were 19 personnel assigned. 

b. The Commanding O f f i c e r ,  CAPT Wi l l i am E. RAMSEY, USN, and the  
Executive O f f i c e r ,  CDR Edward W. CLEXTON Jr .  , USN, repor ted  on 10 OCT 75. 
Both repor ted  on board a f t e r  complet ion of A4W/A1 G r e a c t o r  p l a n t  design 
school a t  B e t t i s  Atomic Power Laborator ies i n  Pi t tsburgh,  Pa. 

c.  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) was launched a t  Shipway 11 o f  t h e  
Newport News Sh ipbu i ld ing  and Drydock Company, Newport News, Va., a t  1100 
on Saturday, 11 October 1975. The sponsor, Mrs. Mamie Doud Eisenhower, 
widow of t h e  l a t e  President,  chr is tened the  sh ip  w i t h  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  
b o t t l e  of champagne. Among the  guests present were Vice President  o f  
t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes  Nelson A. Rockefe l ler ,  p r i n c i p a l  speaker; Deputy 
Secretary o f  Defense Wi l l i am P. Clements; Secretary o f  t he  Navy J. W i l l i am 
Middendorf ; ADM James L. H o l l  oway I 11, Chief  o f  Naval Operations; and ADM 
Hyman G. Rickover, D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Naval Nuclear Propuls ion Program. The 
s h i p  was then moved by  tugs t o  P i e r  2 o f  t h e  shipyard f o r  completion o f  
f i t t i n g  out.  

d. During the  per iod  AUG - DEC 75, t h e  Admin is t ra t ive ,  Engineering, 
Reactor, and Supply Departments were establ  ished. Medical and Dental 
were i n s t i t u t e d  temporar i l y  as one department as were Operations and 
Tra in ing ,  and A i r ,  Weapons and Comnunications. 

e. Construct ion progress. 

(1 ) Engineering. Operat ional t e s t i n g  o f  steam-driven equipment 
and a u x i l i a r i e s  i n  number 2 propu ls ion  p l a n t  was conducted. A u x i l i a r i e s ,  
damage c o n t r o l  and e l e c t r i c a l  systems i n s t a l  l a t i o n  and t e s t i n g  was con- 
ducted. A l l  cons t ruc t i on  and opera t iona l  t e s t i n g  was suspended on 
19 December 1975 f o r  shipyard ho l i day  shutdown. 

(2) Operations. Equipment and cab1 e i n s t a l  1 a t i o n  progressed i n  
t h e  Communications spaces and i n  Radar/NTDS spaces u n t i l  19 December 1975 
as d i d  power panel i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  C V I C  spaces. 
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(3)  Su 1 . A supply detachment was establ  ished a t  t h e  Naval + Supply Center Norfo k, Cheatham Annex, W i l l  iamsburg, Va. Allowange 
Equipage L i s t  i tems were received and warehoused a t  Cheatham. Supply 
personnel designated storerooms f o r  H u l l ,  Mechanical and Electroncs, 
Ordnance and "Q" COSAL r e p a i r  par ts .  

(4)  T r a i n i n  . The Navy T ra in ing  Plan Review Conference was 
-I+ completed w i t h  t e rev ised p lan  befng submitted t o  CNO f o r  approval. 

f. By year 's  end, t h e  number o f  personnel on board the  Precom- 
miss ion ing U n i t  was 30 O f f i c e r s  and 282 e n l i s t e d .  
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