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OPNAY REPORT 5750-1 


From: Commanding Officer, USS DUBUQUE (LPD-8) 

To: Director of Naval History (OP-09B9), Washington Navy Yard, 


Washington, D. C. 20390 


Subj: Command History; submission of (U) 


Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

(b) CINCPACFLTINST 5750.12A 


Encl: (1) Chronology of USS DUBUQUE'S Movements During Period 1 Jan 1971 

to 31 Dec 1971 


(2) Copies of Citations and Congratulatory Messages 


1. (U) In compliance with references (a) and (b), the history of USS 

DUBUQUE (LPD-8) for the period 1 January 1971 to 31 December 1971 is here- 

by submitted. 


2. (c) Basic History 


a. Command Organization 


(1) During this period, USS DUBUQUE served as a unit of Amphibious 

Squadron ONE. ,The following officers commanded the ship: 


1 January 1971 - 3 November 1971: Captain Donald A. SMITH, 
USN, . 

3 November 1971 - 31 December 1971: Captain Paul A. PECK, . . 
USN, 


(2) Designation of Units Assigned. The following units were 
embarked in USS DUBUQUE at various times during the period of the Western 
Pacific deployment (30March - 1 November): 

TACRON 12, Flag Detachment 
TACRON 13, Detachment BRAVO 
HC-5, Detachment 101 
ACU-1, Detachment BRAVO 
BMU-1, Detachment BRAVO 
BJU-1, Team 12, Detachment BRAVO DECLRSSlFitoUnits of BLT 114 

-
/ GROUP 4 
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CHRONOLOGY OF USS DUBLTQUE'S MOYEMENTS 
DURING PERIOD 1 JAN 1971 TO 31 DEC 1971 

01 JAN 

Boored a s  before,  por t  s i d e  t o  P ie r  8, Berth 86, U. S. Naval 
Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia  . 

04 JAN 

1012 Underway f o r  Seal  Beach. 

1703 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  U. S. Naval Weapons S ta t ion  P i e r ,  
Seal  Beach. 

06 JAN 

1054 Underway f o r  San Diego. 

UO3 Moored por t  s i d e  t o  outboard s i d e  USS MOBILE (LKA-115), 
 pie^ 8, B q t h  86, U. S. Naval Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

07 JAN 

1320 Underway. 

1402 Moored por t  s ide  t o  P ie r  8, Berth 86, U. S. Naval S ta t ion ,  
San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

25 JAN 

1039 Underway f o r  l o c a l  operat ions.  

26 JAN 

1649 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P ie r  8 ,  Berth 86, U. S. Naval 
Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

04 FEB 

0800 Underway f o r  San Francisco. 

05 FEB 

1441 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P ie r  1, Hunters Point  Naval Ship- 
yard, San Francisco, Cal i fornia .  
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08 FEB 

0930 Underway f o r  San Diego. 

1555 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P ie r  8,  Berth 85, U. S. Naval 
S ta t ion ,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

23 PEB 

0802 Underway f o r  l o c a l  operat ions (Operation ADMIXTURE). 

02 MAR 

0717 Anchored off S i lve r  Strand, San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

Q3 MAR 

0854 Underway f o r  San Diego. 

1050 Moored starboard s ide  t o  Pier  8, Berth 86, U.  S. Naval 
S ta t ion ,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

0800 Underway f o r  predeployment tests. 

1908 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P i e r  8,  Berth 86, U. S. Naval 
Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

30 MAR 

1000 Underway f o r  Pear l  Harbor, Hawaii. 

1020 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P i e r  K, U.  S. Naval Sta t ion,  Pear l  
Harbor, Hawaii. 

0758 Underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Phil ippines.  
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19 APR 

0653 Moored por t  s ide  t o  Alava P i e r ,  U. S. Naval S ta t ion  Subic 
Bay, Republic of t h e  Phil ippines.  

1346 Underway f o r  6-4 Anchorage, Subic Bay, R. P. 

1500 Anchored i n  6-4 Anchorage, Subic Bay, R. P. 

1904 Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Yietnam. 

21 APB 

0924 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Deepwater P i e r ,  Naval Support 
F a c i l i t y ,  Danang, Republic of Yfetnam. 

0736 Underway f o r  Anchorage. 

0808 Anchored i n  Anchorage 29, Danang Harbor, Republic of Yietnam. 

1358 Underway f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

25 APR 

OW9 Moored staxboard s i d e  t o  Navy P ie r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

1822 Underway f o r  Iwakuni, Japan. 

Q 8 l l  Anchored i n  Anchorage B, Marine Corps A i r  S ta t ion ,  Iwakuni, 
Japan. 

30 APR 

0750 Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

04 MAY 

0739 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Deepwater P i e r ,  Naval Support 
F a c i l i t y ,  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 
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05 MAY 

1550 Underway for Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

08 MAY 

1525 Moored starboard side to Navy Pier, White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

09 MAY 

0638 Underway for Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

13 MAY 

0713 Moored starboard side to Deepwater Pier, Naval Support 
Facility, Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

1312 Underway for Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. 

W48 Anchored in Anchorage ECHO 19, Subic Bay, Republic of the 
Philippines. 

1056 Underway for Leyte Pier, Naval Air Station Cubi Point, 
Suhic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. 

1150 Moored starboard side to Leyte Pier, Naval Air Station 
Cubi Point, Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. 

19 MAY 

1123 Underway for Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

21 MAY 

0814 Moored starboard side to Deepwater Pier, Naval Support 
Facility, Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

22 MAY 

1113 Underway for Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 
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25 MAY 

0620 Anchored off White Beach, Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

0645 Underway. 

0714 Moored starboard s i de  t o  Navy Pier ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

1829 Underway f o r  Iwakuni, Japan. 

27 MAY 

0659 Anchored i n  Anchorage ALPHA, Marine Corps A i r  S ta t ion,  
Iwakuni, Japan. 

1938 Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

31 MAY 

19l3 Moored starboard s ide  t o  Deepwater P ie r ,  Naval Support 
Fac i l i t y ,  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

OL33 Underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of the  Phil ippines.  

1515 Moored starboard s ide  t o  Leyte P ie r ,  Naval A i r  S ta t ion 
Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. 

04 JUN 

0800 Underway. 

0832 Moored starboard s ide  t o  Alava P ie r ,  U. S. Naval Sta t ion,  
Subic Bay, Republic of the  Phil ippines.  

13 JUN 

1500 Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 
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15 J U N  

0723 Anchored i n  Danang Harbor, Republic of Vietnam. 

0807 Underway. 

0833 Moored Deepwater P i e r ,  Naval Support F a c i l i t y ,  Danang, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

1 6  JUN 

1044 Underway f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

19 JUN 

1049 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Navy P i e r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

0 9 0  Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

25 JUN 

0642 Anchored i n  Anchorage 17,  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

1137 Underway f o r  Cam Rahn Bay, Republic of Vietnam. 

0745 Anchored i n  Anchorage 44, Cam Rahn Bay, Republic of Vietnam. 

1835 Underway f o r  Yung Tau, Republic of Vietnam. 

27 JUN 

0750 Anchored i n  Anchorage F-14, Vung Tau, Republic of Vietnam. 

1100 Underway f o r  An Thoi, Republic of Vietnam. 

28 J U N  

1058 Anchored approximately 2 1/4 m i l e s  Southeast of An Thoi, 
Republic of Vietnam. 
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1850 Underway f o r  Republic of Singapore. 

01 JUL 

0945 Moored s tarboard  s i d e  t o  Berth 7, H e r  Majesty 's  Naval Base, 
S to res  Basin, Republic of Singapore. 

06 JLJL 

0904 Underway f o r  Danang, Republic of Yietnam. 

09 JUL 

0728 Anchored i n  Anchorage 15,  Danang, Republic of Vietnam. 

0924 Underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of the  Phi l ippines .  

11 JLJL 

1206 Moored s tarboard  s i d e  t o  Rivera P i e r ,  U. S. Naval S ta t ion ,  
Subic Bay, Republic o f  t h e  Phi l ippines .  

16 JLJL 

WW Underway. 

0912 Anchored i n  Anchorage 6-4, Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  
Phi l ippines .  

1548 Underway. 

1700 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Rivera P i e r ,  U. S. Naval S ta t ion ,  
Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Phi l ippines .  

17 JUL 

0826 Underway f o r  Keelung, Taiwan. 

0845 Moored s tarboard  s i d e  t o  Navy P i e r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. (Diverted from Taiwan due t o  typhoon.) 
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22 JUL 

1105 Underway f o r  Sasebo, Japan. 

23 JUL 

1639 Moored por t  s ide  t o  U. S. Navy P ie r ,  Naval F lee t  Ac t iv i t i es ,  
Sasebo, Japan. 

1832 Underway f o r  Iwakuni, Japan. 

1814 Anchored i n  Anchorage ALPHA, Marine Corps A i r  S ta t ion,  
Iwakuni , Japan. 

1528 Underway f o r  Yokosuka, Japan. 

30 JUL 

0816 Boored i n  Dry Dock $5, Naval F lee t  Activity,  Yokosuka, Japan. 

13 AUG 

0922 Underway. 

0959 Moored starboard s i de  t o  Berth 10, Floating P ie r ,  Naval 
F lee t  Activity,  Yokosuka, Japan. 

15 AUG 

0904 Underway f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

0835 Moored starboard s i de  to  Navy P ie r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

18 AUG 

0714 Underway 
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0932 Anchored i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Blue Beach, Okinawa. 

1450 Underway. 

1702 Moored s t a rboa rd  s i d e  t o  Navy P i e r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bag, Okinawa. 

1 9  AUG 

1604 Underway f o r  Hong Kong, B r i t i s h  Crown Colony. 

23 AUG 

0920 Moored t o  ~ u o y $ l ,  Kong Kong Harbor, B r i t i s h  Crown Colony. 

28 AUG 

0755 Underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  

31 AUG 

4714 Anchored i n  Anchorage C-5, Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  
Ph i l i pp ines .  

1543 Underway. 

1654 Moored s t a rboa rd  s i d e  t o  USS FREDERICK, U.  S. Naval S t a t i o n ,  
Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  

01 SEP 

1129 Underway. 

1159 Moored s t a rboa rd  s i d e  t o  Alava P i e r ,  U .  S. Naval S t a t i o n ,  
Subic Bay, ~ e ~ u b l i c  of t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  

0816 Underway 

0845 Anchored i n  Anchorage C-5, Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  
Phi l ipp ines .  

1407 Underway f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 
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07 SEP 

0657 Anchored i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Blue Beach, Okinawa. 

1309 Underway. 

1517 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Navy P ie r ,  White Beach, Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa. 

08 SEP 

0558 Underway f o r  Republic of Singapore. 

13 SEP 

2345 Anchored i n  Man of War Anchorage, Republic of Singapore. 

20 SEP 

0928 Underway f o r  Subic Bay, Republic of the  Phil ippines.  

23 SEP 

I318 Hoored starboard s i d e  t o  Alava P i e r ,  U. S. Naval Sta t ion,  
Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  Phil ippines.  

30 SEP 

0803 Underway. 

0822 Anchored i n  Anchorage F-1, Subic Bay, Republic of t h e  
Phi l ippines .  

1032 Underway f o r  Guam. 

04 OCT 

0745 Anchored i n  Outer Apra Harbor, Guam. 

1248 Underway. 

1326 Hoored starboard s i d e  t o  Berth 4, U. S. Naval Sta t ion,  
Agana, Guam. 
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05 OCT 

1623 Underway f o r  Yokosuka, Japan. 

09 OCT 

0915 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Berth 3,  Pontoon # 5 ,  Naval F lee t  
Act iv i ty ,  Yokosuka, Japan. 

20 OCT 

0750 Underway f o r  San Diego, 

01 NOY 

0707 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  Naval A i r  S ta t ion  North Is land,  
San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

0832 Underway f o r  U. S. Naval Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  

0917 Moored starboard s i d e  t o  P ie r  8, Berth 85, U. S. Naval 
Sta t ion,  San Diego, Cal i fornia .  
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b. Summary of Operations *~ 
On 25 and 26 January, DUBUQUE spent two days i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  

offshore fram San Diego, operat ing wi th  o ther  ships  of Amphibious Squad- 
ron ONE. This time served t o  r e f r e s h  the  crew i n  t h e  s k i l l s  of operat ing 
i n  c l o s e  company with o ther  ships.  

On 4 February, DUBUQUE was underway f o r  San Francisco, wi th  the  
squadron, f o r  a weekend of rest and re laxa t ion ,  and f o r  squadron operat ions 
while underway. The da te  of retulrn t o  San Diego was 9 February. 

The period 23 February t o  3 March was spent pa r t i c ipa t ing  i n  t h e  
FIRST F l e e t  Exercise "Admixture". The operat ion involved 42 U. S. Navy 
ships ,  5 Canadian Navy ships ,  19 a i r  squadrons, and 3 a i r  detachments. 
During t h e  exerc ise ,  t h e  sh ip ' s  guns were f i r e d ,  Marines were landed a t  
Camp Pendleton, and simulated a i r  a t t a c k s  were repel led .  

On 3 0  March, DUBUQUE deployed t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  with COMPHIBRON 
ONE embarked, a r r i v i n g  i n  Subic Bay on 19 Apri l .  CWPHIBRON ONE debarked 
and COMPHIBFORSEYENTHnT embarked upon a r r i v a l .  Subsequently, the  sh ip  
pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  Keystone withdrawal operat ion and played a major r o l e  
i n  the  Pres ident ' s  troop and equipment reduction program i n  t h e  Republic of 
Vietnam. From 19 a p r i l  t o  28 June, seven l i f t s  w e r e  made from t h e  Republic 
of Yietnam. Speci f ic  da tes  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  enclosed Comprehensive Ship 's  
Movements. During t h e  Keystone operat ion,  DUBUQUE redeployed 160,176 cubic 
feet of cargo, 625 veh ic les ,  45 he l i cop te r s ,  and 279 Navy and Marine Corps 
pessonnel. In addi t ion ,  s i x  boats  (one PTF, two LCM-8's, one LCU, one LCM-5 
and one YPU) were a l s o  redeployed. 

A s  a s idenote,  one of t h e  a i r c r a f t  car r ied  on 16 June a s  DUBUQUE 
departed Da Nang was t h e  l a s t  opera t ional  Marine Corps he l i cop te r  t o  leave 
the  Republic of Yietnam. 

CCMPHIBGRU ONE was re l i eved  a s  COMPHIBFORSEYENTHFLT/CTF 76 by 
COMPHIBOPSTJPPAC on 4 June, and remained embarked u n t i l  14 August. 

DUETQUE crossed t h e  Equator on 30 June with appropr ia te  ceremonies 
conducted. An R & R v i s i t  t o  t h e  Republic of Singapore was made from 1-6 
July. 

The period 30 Ju ly  - 15 August was spent i n  Yokosuka, Japan, f o r  
upkeep and repa i r .  The sh ip  was drydocked during t h i s  period f o r  r e p a i r  
of t h e  por t  propel ler  which had been damaged during departure from 
Singapore. 
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Amphibious Ready Group W O ,  which included DUBUQUE, DURHAM and 
FREDERICK, was react ivated  on 16 August. The Commanding Off icer  of 
DUBUQUE was assigned a s  Cammander of Task Group 76.5. 

The Bat ta l ion  Landing Team, F i r s t  Bat ta l ion ,  Fourth Marines, was 
embarked i n  Amphibious Ready Group BRAYO from 19 August - 7 September a s  
follows; DUBUQUE - 44 o f f i c e r s  and 7Q3 e n l i s t e d ,  DURHAM - 7 o f f i c e r s  and 
226 en l i s t ed ,  and FREDERICK - 13 o f f i c e r s  and 350 e n l i s t e d ,  f o r  a t o t a l  
of 64 o f f i c e r s  and 1,279 e n l i s t e d  men. 

An  B & R t r i p  was made t o  Hong Kong from 23-28 August, followed 
by p r a c t i c e  landings conducted over a beach i n  t h e  Phil ippines.  These 
operat ions involved t h e  loading and coordination of supporting a i r c r a f t  
and gunf i re  support ships.  

DUBUQUE returned t o  Singapore f o r  a second time during t h e  c r u i s e  
and provided boat services  f o r  USS ENTERPRISE during the  period 14-20 
September. 

A l l  Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO turnover items and equipment 
embarked aboard DUBUQUE was t ransferred  t o  PHIBRON FIYE ships  on 18 
October . 

During t h i s  deployed period,  i n  add i t ion  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
Keystone withdrawal operat ion,  DUBUQUE a l s o  made opportune l i f t s  t o  Japan, 
Guam and t h e  United Sta tes .  The opportune l i f t  t o  the  United S ta tes  
included del ivery  of seven a i r c r a f t  (one A4F, one US2B, and f i v e  CH46D1s) 
from Yokosuka, Japan, t o  San Diego. 

DUBUQUE steamed approximately 43,000 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  during the  
seven month c r u i s e  from 30 March t o  1 November. 

The period 1 November - 31 December was scheduled f o r  leave  and 
upkeep. 

c. Special  Topics 

(1) DUBUQUE was assigned DATC a v a i l a b i l i t y  from 8 November 1971 t o  
10 January 1972 f o r  conversion t o  Navy D i s t i l l a t e  f u e l .  

(2) Distinguished V i s i t o r s  and Nature of Visits 

12 January - Secretary of t h e  Navy, John H. CHAFEE 
Famil iar iza t ion v is i t .  
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23 February - Commander FIRST F l e e t ,  YADM Raymond E. PEET, USN 
Conducted b r ie f ing  on Operation ADMIXTURE and 
held quest ion and answer period f o r  sh ip ' s  
o f f i c e r  and e n l i s t e d  personnel. 

1March - Commander B r i t i s h  Naval S t a f f ,  Washington, D. C . ,  
RADM C. C. H. DUNLOP, RN 
Famil iar iza t ion v i s i t  during Operation ADMIXTURE. 

22 Apr i l  - Commander Amphibious Force, P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  
Y A W  Nels C. JOHNSON, USN 
On s i te  observation of DUBUQIE's i n i t i a l  e f f o r t  i n  
Keystone Operation. 

Ccmanding General, Third Marine Amphibious Brigade, 
MGEN Alan J. ARMSTRONG, USMC 
Coordination and discussion concerning DUBUQUE'S 
r o l e  i n  withdrawal program. A 

Copy to ;  
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