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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS DOYLE (FFG 39) 
FLEET POST OFFICE 
MIAMI 34090-1 494 

J 
5750 
ASWO 
7 MAR 85 

From: Commanding Officer, USS DOYLE (FFG 39) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Subj : COMMAND HISTORY 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Command History 

1. In accordance with reference (a ) ,  enclosure (1) is  submitted. 

Copy to: 
~ i r e c t o r  of Naval History 
(OP 09BH) 
Washington Navy Yard 
Washington, DC 20374 



As the lJ SS D 0 Y L E FF G 39) corn menced the f i r s t  complete vear as a com missioned 
vessel, the s h i ~  was i n  the second month o f  Post Shakedown Availability a t  Bath, Maine. 
This availahilitv was desiqned t o  add modifications t o  the ship, arim arily t o  enhance LAMPS 
M K III cauabilities. 

nn the 17th o f  January the ship reentered the water after beinq i n  drvdock f o r  
twentv eioht davs. While i n  drvdock the ship received a fresh coat o f  baint and the 
installation o f  f i n  stabilizers t o  the hull. The fin stabilizers are desiqned t o  increase 
fliqhtdeck stabil ity fo r  landinq the SH-600 LA M PS M K lTI helicopter. 

On the 23rd o f  Januarv, preparations heqan f o r  the "housinql' o f  our fiqhtdeck with a 
larae canvas tent-like structure, intended t o  ~ r o v i d e  a suitable workinq condition fo r  the 
workers involved i n  the installation f o r  our R AST (Rec0ver.y Assist Securinq and 
Transversinq Svste m). Work co m menced on the R AST system on the 27th o f  Januarv. 

With work proqressinq rapidlv on the ship, the crew was s t i l l  l iv inq off the ship at  
the Topsham Barracks. Traininq was well underw a,v i n  al l  areas of the ship, hut  it was the 
enqineers who were husv ~ repar inq  f o r  a Liqht O f f  Examination. 

The Gallev modification were finallv comoleted and on the f i f t h  o f  M arch the 
Enlisted Dininq Faci l i ty reopened and served i t s  f i rs t  meal f o r  1984. The month o f  M arch 
also m arked the return of the crew from the Tousham Barracks t o  the ship. 

Durinq Aoril the ship continued preparation f o r  two  uucominq inspections, Light O f f  
Examination and LA  M PS M K TIT helicopter certification. As M av arrived, the ship was 
completinq i t s  f inal  oreparations f o r  the Liqht O f f  Examination. The Atlantic Fleet 
Prooulsion Examininq Board arrived earlv on the tenth o f  Y av t o  corn mence the 
examinations. It lasted approximatelv two days and the ship received an overall qrade of  
satisfactory. Com mander Destrover Fquadron EIGHT was onboard f o r  the entire evolution. 

The second m aior evolution f o r  which the ship had heen preparinq was the LA M P S  
M K III helo certification. The inspection involved a demonstration o f  the newlv installed 
R AST svstem and fl iqht deck landinq equipment. The inspection culminated i n  USS D O  Y L E 
IFF G 39) beinq the first friqate o f  the class t o  obtain a f u l l  LA MPS M K K helicopter 
certification. Ourina the middle o f  the month the ship com menced a fast cruise t o  re- 
familiarize the crew with shipboard l i f e  in preoaration o f  the u~cominq  sea trai ls and 
eventual de~ar tu re  from the shipyard. Sea trai ls were conducted on the 16th and 17th o f  
M av and oroved al l  eauio ment worked on durinq the ,yard period was performinq i n  an 
outstandina m anner. 

On the 24th o f  May the ship sailed from Bath Iron Works shipyard, and down the 
K ennebec Siver fo r  her horn eport o f  M avoort Florida. Enroute t o  M avport, port calls were 
rn ade in  New Y ork Citv; Earl, New Jersev; and Norfolk, Virqinia. 

While i n  New Y ork Citv f o r  the Memorial Day Weekend, a few dam o f  well 
deserved l ibertv were enjoyed. New Y ork Citv i s  the home off ice o f  Gihbs and Cox, the 
desiqners o f  the 0 LTV E R H A Z A R D P E R R Y class friqate and a s ~ e c i a l  tour was set up f o r  
the emplovees. For so me o f  the employees it was the f i r s t  t ime thev had the ooportinuitv t o  
see their "finished product". 

D 0 Y L E rem ainerl i n  New Y ork Citv unt i l  the 29th o f  M ay when, after a short sea 
detail, it arrived i n  Earl, 4e w Jersev f o r  a weapons onload. While a t  Naval Weapons Station 
Earl, standard missiles, torpedoes, sonohouys, various tvpes o f  76m m am munition, 20m m 
am m untion for Vulcan P H L A N A X closed i n  weapon swte  m and small arms am munition for 
the shio self defense force were loaded.. 



Af ter  receivinq nearlv a f u l l  comolem ent of weauons, 0 Y L E departed Far1 f o r  
Norfolk, Virigina t o  underqo a deperminq evolution. While enroute, various General 
Ouarters dril ls and numerous pre-action calibration fir inqs o f  the qun svstems were 
conducted. 

DOYLE arrived i n  Norfolk on the 2nd of June and within hours, workers had the ship 
wrapoed with de~erminq caqles. Deperminq i s  used t o  reduce the maqnetic siqnature which 
inherent i n  the ship. The ship com pleted al l  the requirements at  the deperrninq piers and 
sailed on the fourth o f  June enroute t o  her homeport of Mavport, Florida. The transit 
provided an excellent traininq opportunitv f o r  the engineerins w atchstanders as well as i t s  
bridqe tea m. V arious exercises were completed t o  shamen personal skills i n  specific areas. 

After two weeks at sea, n 0 Y L E arrived at  homeport on the 8th o f  June. M an.v 
friend~~dependents and relatives turned out t o  qreet the ship and her crew after a six month 
Post Shakedown Availabilitv. 

June was devoted t o  preoaration f o r  the last m qior inspection prior t o  Refresher 
Traininq, the Traininq Readiness Evoluation. The inspection covered al l  aspects o f  the 
shipboard ad ministration and the overall material condition of the ship. The divisions which 
excelled i n  the inspection and completed the evolution without anv m aior descrepancies 
were Ordnance, Dam aqe Control, Electronic W arfare and Combat Infor rn ation C enter. 

July was preoarinq f o r  Refresher traininq. The loth, l l t h  and 12th o f  July D 0 Y L E 
was underw av fo r  Basic Enqineerinq C ausaltv Control nrills. The dril ls were imposed and 
observed by members o f  the Enqineerinq Mobile Traininq Team from the Atlantic Fleet. 
The dril ls were numerous and lenqthlv, hut  upon corn pletion, the Com m andinq Officer was 
briefed and the results were hiqh1.y favorable. 

On the 20th of  Julv the ship departed V avoort, Florida f o r  Guantanamo Rav, Cuba 
t o  co m m ence Refresher Trainina on the 24th. lm m ediatelv upon arrival, Fleet Traininq 
Grouo reviewed the r e  m aininq T R E niscrepancies alonq with a safetv insnection and 
announced the ship was readv t o  beqin traininq. 

Refresher Training exercises the entire crew i n  al l  aspects o f  shipboard functions. 
Evolutions include Low Visibilitv N aviqation, Anchorinq, General Quarters, Enqineerinq 
Casualtv Control D r i l l  and al l  aspects o f  coordinated Warfare. Each dr i l l  exercised a 
dif ferent ent i tv  o f  ship's personnel. The ult imate goal o f  Refresher Traininq i s  t o  teach the 
ship and i t s  crew t o  work as a team. 

While i n  Guantanamo Bay, the ship had an oooortunit.v t o  conduct towinq exercises 
with the USS N ASH VIL L E (L P D 13). Each ship took turns riqqinq and unriqqinq towinq lines 
for selected exercise qrades. 

E arlv i n  the second week of August, D O  Y L F: conducted lean f roq m aneuvers with the 
USS ST U M P ( D D 978). These rn aneuvers were hiqhlv beneficial t o  D 0 Y L E's junior officers 
i n  areparation f o r  actual underwav replenishment a t  sea. 

The l l t h  and 12th o f  Auqust saw a break from the riqorous traininq offered by Fleet 
Traininq Group with her f i r s t  foreiqn port visit, Ocho Rios, Jamaica. The crew enjoved the 
weekend with numerous trips t o  tourist attractions located i n  the cit.y and sumoundinq areas. 
n O  Y L E returned t o  Cuha on Monday 13 Auqust t o  resume traininq. 



On the 16th of August D 0 Y LE conducted a dr.y underw a,y replenishment with the 
US N S P A W C ATU C K (T-A 0 108). Lines and riqs were m anned and riqqed, but  fuel  was not  
DU m~ed.  Later that  week on the 21st. the ship did take on approxi m ate1.y 40,000 gallons o f  
F-76 from the oiler. 

After a l l  the t ime and manhoun soent on trainins, the e f for t  oaid off. The 
Enqineerinq Deoartment received the hiqhest qrades possible f o r  their  Operational 
Propulsion Plan Examination. A l l  areas o f  Enaineerinq were examined with special emphasis 
on administration, material condition o f  the equipment and enqineerinq cas~laltv control 
~rocedures. 

DOYLE departed Guantanamo Bay on the 32nd of Auqust f o r  F t  Lauderdale, Florida. 
There, a few relaxinq davs were soent before departinq f o r  the Autec R anae i n  the Baham as. 

The last week i n  Auqust was devoted entirelv t o  underwater noise tests a t  the Autec 
Ranqe. The tests entailed starting and stoepinq various oieces o f  equipment and then usinq 
sensitive test  e q u i ~  m ent t o  measure the level of noise while i n  ooeration. 

D 0 Y L E returned t o  M ayport after a very successful underway period. On the 4th o f  
September, the ship was aqain underway i n  support o f  USS U N DE R W 0 O D (FF G 36) L A M PS 
M K In Ooerational Evaluation. Total underway t ime was two  davs. 

On the 10th o f  S e ~ t e  m ber, the shio entered i t s  f irst scheduled Jntermerliate 
M aintenance Availahilitv ITM A\ / \ .  While i n  TM A \I, maintenance was accomnlished on various 
~ i e c e s  nf ect~~iom ent worked on i n  nwnaration fnr C M P T f f  F X 1 and 7Ft A P F M 58. 

Fro rn the 14 of September unt i l  the 74th I l CY n Y 1- F was claashio f r o  m C o m m ander 
Destroyer Squadron EIGHT. 

On the 27th o f  Septe m her, n (I Y L E alonq with eiqht other s t l i ~ s  o f  Pestover 
qauarlron F l C  U 7,  sortied O I J ~  of M avoort hasin t o  avnid I-! t~wicane TCA n II R E. Included were 
II7F I 1  M n F R  LIC1nll IFFG 36\, IISS FLATLEY (FFG 21), USS J A C K  WILLIAMS (FFC, 24), USS 
STEPHEN W. G R O V E S  (FFG 29), and the USS CLARK (FFG 11). Theships were at  seafor 
two davs and returned t o  ~ o r t  on the 29th. 

On the I l t h  o f  October, n n v L F hosted a visit from the \lice Chief of t.he aval 
Staff  o f  Portuqal. Escortinq the Portuquese Admiral was the 11. ?. Navv's re~resentative, 
Vice Admiral James L vons. The DurDose o f  the visit was t o  "show of f"  a third f l iqh t  0 LIVE R 
H A Z A R D PE R R Y class auided missile fr iqate and the L A M PS M K III helicopter. 

On the 26th o f  October, the ship was underway and headinq south for the Key West 
Operations Area t o  rendezvous with USS NIMITZ ( C  V N 68). D 0 Y L E was desiqnated t o  
escort the qreat carrier durinq her work ups f o r  deployment. While i n  the escort role, 
nu m erous anti-sub m arine warfare exercises were completed involvinq air assets and hull 
borne sonar. The USS ATL A NTA (SSN 712) was assiqned t o  NIMITZ as exercise submarine. 

The f i r s t  week o f  N ove m ber saw U SS D 0 Y L E involved i n  her f i r s t  rn ajor f leet  
exercise C 0 M PT l l  E X 1-85. This exercise was designed t o  strenqthen the overall readiness 
o f  the fleet i n  warfare areas, co m m and, control and com munications while opertinq with 
surface assets o f  the North Atlantic Treatv Orqanization (NATO) and countries renresented 
were the Federal Re~ubl ic  o f  Germ any, Great Britain, Netherlands and Canada. Ships 
representinq the United States were USS 10 W A (BB 61), USS S 0 UT H C A R 0 LIN A ( C  G N 37), 
and USS ARTHUR W. RADFORD ( D O  968). 



Midway through the exercise, selected ships departed the Caribbean f o r  the Cherry 
Point Operations Area. The next evolution f o r  D 0 Y L E was oarticipation i n  SH A R E Y 58, 
which stands f o r  Ship's Anti-Sub marine Readiness Effectiveness Y easurinq Program. This i s  
orim arily an anti-sub marine warfare evolution desiqned t o  test escortinq ships abil ity t o  
detect submarines i n  chanqinq environmental conditions while esc~r t inq  a high value unit. 
Various techniques o f  deception and avoidance were used t o  avoid the sub m arine from 
detectinq the escort ships or  the hiqh value unit. 

The last week o f  November was dedicated entirely t o  the ship's f i r s t  Corn m and 
Inspection and Supplv M anaqe m ent Inspections. The C o m m and Insoection i s  conducted hy 
the oarent squadron t o  measure the overall readiness of the ship. Areas examined were 
qeneral ad ministration, postal, welfare and recreation, operational securitv, 
com munications, naviqation, traininq al l  the warfare areas, dam aqe control, main propulsion 
and electrical safet-y. The examination i s  an indepth insoection o f  logs and records t o  
deter m ine whether procedures are beinq properlv followed. The Supply M anaqem ent 
Insoection i s  structured around the overall supply s.ystem which included the requisitioning 
of  ~a r t s ,  orderinq food stores and the m anaqement of operational funds. Both inspections 
were successful. 

On December l l t h ,  t l S S  DOYLE was again underwav f o r  the Autec Ranqe i n  the 
Bahamas. This t ime the event was ASW School Ship. School ship is  desiqned t o  instruct 
other anti-sub m arine warfare teams f r o  m ships which are ~~nderqoinq yard periods. D O Y L E 
hosted a team from a sistership, the USS NICHOLAS IFF6 47). Our LAMPS M K  III was also 
involved and had the ooportunitv t o  launch four air dropped M K 46 tor~edoes. Two M K 46s 
were loaded from the M K 32 torpedo tubes. 

Upon completion o f  A S  W School Ship D O Y L E again visited F t  L auderdale, Florida t o  
take part i n  the port's W interfest Christmas Celebration. On the 17th o f  December, enroute 
from Port Everqlades t o  Mayport, Florida, two burials at  sea were conducted durinq the 
transit, D 0 Y L E then became the test olatform fo r  an operational test o f  an exoerim ental 
Chaff Buoy. 

On 18 Dece m ber the shio moored at  M avport N aval Station t o  co m m ence I: hrist m as 
leave period and holidav upkeep. 




