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USS DOLPHIN (AGSS 555) 

Ship ' s  H i s t o r i c a l  Nar ra t ive -  (1985) 

January 

The new year  found t h e  s h i p  h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  a r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  
r e p l a c e  of t h e  Main Storage Ba t t e ry  and t o  complete much needed r epa i r s .  

February 

Fol lowing completion of t h e  b a t t e r y  replacement and t h e  follow-on sea  
t r i a l s ,  a week of a t  sea  type t r a i n i n g  culminated by a h i g h l y  succes s fu l  
dependent's c r u i s e  was conducted. Two days were u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  dependent's 
c r u i s e  t o  accomodate everyone. 

March 

On 1 March, Commander Robert H. Paleck,  USN r e l i e v e d  Commander Gerald P. 
Hudson, USN a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  a t  ceremonies on p i e r  ALPHA a t  t h e  Naval Ocean 
Systems Center,  San Diego. Guest speaker was Captain J. H. Maurer, USN, 
Commander Submarine Development Group 1. The remainder of t h e  month was devoted 
t o  a week of type t r a i n i n g ,  fo l lowed by two weeks (one inpor t  and one a t  sea) of 
succes s fu l  s e r v i c e s  t o  Submarine Laser  Communication (Airborne) (SLCAIR). 

Apr i l  

One a d d i t i o n a l  week of SLCAIR s e r v i c e s  s t a r t e d  t h e  month; a f t e r  completion 
of t hese  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  s h i p  en tered  a Temporary A v a i l a b i l i t y  wi th  t h e  USS MCKEE 
(AS-41) f o r  minor repa i rs .  

Fol lowing sea  t r i a l s ,  t h e  s h i p  conducted one more a t  s ea  type t r a i n i n g  
period which inc luded  a succes s fu l  demonstration of t h e  ship 's  a b i l i t y  t o  
deploy, survey,  and u t i l i z e  a deep ocean t ransponder  f i e l d  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  navi-  
g a t e  i n  proximity t o  t h e  ocean f l o o r  ove r  a predetermined area. Concurrent ly,  
"s ide scan sonar" was employed by the  s h i p  t o  c h a r t  and search  t h e  ocean bottom. 
The remainder of May and i n t o  June was occupied wi th  t h e  ove rhau l  of both d i e s e l  
engines and e x t e n s i v e  pre-overhaul preparat ions.  

June 

I n  mid-month, t h e  s h i p  departed f o r  t h e  overhaul  s i t e  i n  Mare I s l a n d  Naval 
Shipyard, V a l l e j o ,  CA a r r i v i n g  on 16 June 1985. 

J u l v  - December 

Regular Overhaul i n  Mare I s l and  Naval Shipyard, Va l l e jo ,  CA. 

Encl (1)  


