
USS DOLPHIN (AGSS 555) 
* 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 96601 

AGSS555/RAH 
5700 
Ser: 555/7 
15 January 1976 

To: D i r e c t o r  of Naval Hi  s t o r y  (OP-09B9) , Washington Navy Yard, 
Washington, D.C. 20390 

Subj: Command H is to ry  o f  USS DOLPHIN (AGSS-555) fo r  1975; forwarding o f  

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 
(b )  CINCPACFLTINST 5750.2C 
(c )  COMSUBPACINST 5400.76 
(d) COMSUBPACREP, WEST COAST INST 5400.1 B 

Encl: (1) Nar ra t i ve  o f  Sh ip 's  H i s t o r y  f o r  1975 
(2)  Recent Photograph of the sh ip  
(3)  Crew Roster 
(4)  We1 come Aboard Pamphlet 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  references (a)  through (d)  , enclosures (1 ) through 
(4)  a re  forwarded. 

Copy to :  
CINCPACFLT 
COMSUBPAC 
COMSUBPAC REPWESTCOAST 



NARRATIVE OF SHIP'S HISTORY FOR 1975 

During the  pe r iod  January through September 1975 DOLPHIN was 1 i m i t e d  t o  
surfaced operat ions wh i l e  wa i t i ng  f o r  a replacement s i  l ve r -z inc  main 
storage bat te ry .  Several serv ices however, were provided i n  t h e  Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a  opera t i  on areas i n  support of var ious RDT&E p r o j e c t s  as 
scheduled by t h e  Naval Sea Systems Command Dolphin Advisory Group. 
Primary work dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  was the  cont inu ing deep towed a r ray  sonar 
system eval  uat ion. 

The sh ip  was dry-docked i n  ARD-30, B a l l a s t  Po in t  C a l i f o r n i a  from 25 August 
t o  4 September 1975 f o r  underwater p reservat ion  and pa in t i ng .  

F ina l  i n s t a l  1 a t i o n  of the  replacement s i  1 ver -z i  nc main storage b a t t e r y  was 
completed on 9 September, p i e r s i d e  a t  t he  Naval Undersea Center, San Diego. 
Th is  was the  f i r s t  t ime a s i l v e r - z i n c  b a t t e r y  replacement had been accom- 
p l i shed  outs ide  o f  a shipyard environment. F u l l  operat ional  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
were s h o r t  1 i v e d  however s ince almost a t  once the  new s i l v e r - z i n c  b a t t e r y  
c e l l  s exh ib i ted  decreasing i n d i v i d u a l  c e l l  vol tages. I n  order  t o  ensure 
submerged operat ional  s a f e t y  t h e  sh ip  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  operat ion above 
1/4 t e s t  depth on 14 October 1975. 

From 16-30 October 1975 the  sh ip  recomnenced submerged operat ions i n  t h e  
Southern Cal i f o r n i a  operat ion areas i n  support o f  experimental sonar eva l -  
uat ions as scheduled by t h e  Dolphin Advisory Group. 

A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  p o r t  on 30 October 1975, the  DOLPHIN was s t ruck  by the  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Hawaii Research Ship 'MOANA WAVE' w h i l e  t h a t  sh ip  was at tempt ing 
t o  make a land ing a t  an adjacent p i e r  a t  t he  Naval Undersea Center, San Diego. 
DOLPHIN drydocked a t  Nat ional  S tee l  & Sh ipbu i ld ing  Company, San Diego from 
10 t o  21 November 1975 t o  determine the  ex ten t  o f  damages from the  c o l l  i s i o n .  
It was determined t h a t  damage was sustained t o  the  p o r t  s te rn  plane and i t s  
opera t ing  shafts. The remainder o f  t he  year was spent moored a t  t he  Naval 
Undersea Center whi 1 e awai t ing  ma te r ia l s  f o r  repa i rs .  

Encl osure (1 ) 


