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F r o m :   ohma and in^ O f f i c e r ,  U S S  DOLPHIN ( A G S S ~ ~ ~ )  
To : D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  ( O P  0 9 ~ 9 )  

W a s h i n g t o n  Navy  Y a r d  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 2 0 3 9 0  

Su m a r i n e  H i s t o r i c a l  F a c i l  i t y  
B1 1 g 5 8 4 ,  N a v a l  S u b m a r i n e  Base  
P e 4 r l  H a r b o r ,  H a w a i i  

S u b j :   ohma and h i s t o r y  o f  USS DOLPHIN ( ~ 6 ~ ~ 5 5 5 )  f o r  1971  

R e f :  ( a )  OPNAV INST 5 7 5 0 . 1 2  s e r i e s  

E n c l :  ( 1 )  N a r r a t i v e  o f  s h i p s  h i s t o r y  f o r  1971  
C h r o n o l o g y  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  e v e n t s  ( 1 9 7 1 )  
R e c e n t  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  s h i p  
M u s t e r  r o l l  a n d  r o s t e r  o f  o f f i c e r s  

1 .  I n  c o h p l  i a n c e  w i  t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e s  ( 1  ) t h r o u g h  
(4 )  a r e  f p r w a r d e d .  

I 



ENCLOSURE (1 ) 

NARRATIVE OF U S S  DOLPHIN C A G S S ~ ~ ~ )  S H I P ' S  HISTORY FOR 1971  

D u r l n g  J a n u a r y  t o  M a r c h  1971 DOLPHIN c o n d u c t e d  sea  t e s t s  o f  
h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s o n a r  s y s t e m  a n d  o t h e r  e l e c t r o n i c s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  N a v a l  U n d e r s e a s  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  
San D i e g o  a r e a .  

On 12 A p r i l  s h e  d e p l o y e d  t o  t h e  G u l f  o f  A l a s k a  o n  a  s o n a r  a n d  
o c e a n o g r a p h i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  U S S  BAYA ( A G s s ~ ~ ~ )  
a n d  U S N S  S .  P .  LEE a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  On h e r  way n o r t h  t h e  
s h i p  was d r y d o c k e d  a t  M a r e  l s l a n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  f o r  v o y a g e  
r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  s h a f t  s e a l s .  A v i s i t  t o  P u g e t  Sound N a v a l  S h i p -  
y a r d  was a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o r r e c t  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a r o s e  o n  t h e  
f o r w a r d  s h a f t  s e a l .  I n  e a r l y  May t h e  DOLPHIN v i s i t e d  P r i n c e  
R u p e r t ,  B , C ,  a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  o n  12 May d u r i n g  a  
l a t e  s e a s o n  b l  i z z a r d .  

F rom m id -May  t h r o u g h  15 J u l y  DOLPHIN, BAYA a n d  S.P.  LEE o p e r a t e d  
f r o m  K o d i a k  i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  A l a s k a  c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  o c e a n i c  r e l i a b l e  a c o u s t i c  p a t h  was t e s t e d  u n d e r  
r e a l  w o r l d  c o n d l t i o n s  a n d  p r o v e d  t o  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t  a s  p r e d i c t e d  
i n  a d v a n c e  b y  U,S, Navy  s c i e n t i s t .  I t  was DOLPHIN'S d e e p  d i v i n g  
c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  s o n a r  s y s t e m  w h i c h  made t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t  p o s s i b l e .  

DOLPHIN d e p a r t e d  15 J u l y  f r o m  K o d i a k  a n d  a r r i v e d  i n  San D i e g o  
6 A u g u s t  a f t e r  s t o p s  a t  E s q u i m a l t ,  B . C .  a n d  M a r e  l s l a n d  N S Y ,  
V a l l e j o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  w h i l e  e n r o u t e  home. 

On 25 S e p t e m b e r  s h e  s a i l e d  f o r  a  1 1  week  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
a t  M a r e  l s l a n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d .  The  RAV i n c l u d e d  a  b a t t e r y  
r e p l a c e m e n t .  DOLPHIN d e p a r t e d  M a r e  l s l a n d  15  December  a n d  
a r r i v e d  i n  San D i e g o  o n  18  December  w h e r e  s h e  s p e n t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
h o l i d a y s  i n  a  l e a v e  a n d  u p k e e p  s t a t u s .  

1  ENCL (1) t o  C O  U S S  DOLPHIN l t r  
5 7 0 0  S e r  29  o f  14  Feb  1972  



ENCLOSURE ( 2 )  (a' 
CHRONOLOGY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS 

1 JAN t o  11 APR L o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  San D i e g o  a r e a  t o  w o r k  
u p  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s o n a r  f o r  d e p l o y m e n t .  

12  APR D e p a r t  San D i e g o  f o r  A l a s k a n  d e p l o y m e n t .  

15  APR E n t e r  d r y  d o c k  # 2  a t  M a r e  I s l a n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  
f o r  v o y a g e  r e p a i r s  t o  s h a f t  s e a l s .  

18  APR U n d o c k .  T r a n s i t  t o  T r e a s u r e  I s l a n d ,  San 
F r a n c i s c o  a n d  r e m a i n  o v e r n i g h t .  

1 9  A P R  C o n d u c t  sea  t r i a l s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t r a n s i t  t o  
A l a s k a .  

2 6  APR t o  2 7  APR P o r t  v i s i t ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  B.C. 

2 7  APR t o  3 0  APR R e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  P u g e t  Sound N a v a l  
S h i p y a r d ,  B r e m e r t o n ,  Wash. t o  c o r r e c t  f o r w a r d  
s h a f t  s e a l  p r o b l e m s .  

3 0  APR t o  4 MAY C o n t i n u e  sea  t r i a l s  a n d  t r a n s i t .  

4  MAY t o  7 MAY P o r t  v i s i t ,  P r i n c e  R u p e r t ,  B . C .  

12 MAY A r r i v e  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a .  

1 5  MAY t o  3 JUL O p e r a t i o n s  f r o m  K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  f o r  p e r i o d s  o f  
a b o u t  1 0  d a y s  e a c h  t o  s u p p o r t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o p e r a t l o n s  i n  company  w i t h  USS BAYA 
a n d  USNS S.P,  LEE u n d e r  d i r e c t i o n  o f  N a v a l  
U n d e r s e a s  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r ,  
San D i e g o ,  

1 5  JUL D e p a r t  K o d i a k  f o r  San D i e g o .  

2 2  JUL t o  25  JUL P o r t  v i s i t ,  E s q u i m a l t ,  B . C .  

30 JUL t o  3 A U G  Emergency  s t o p  a t  M a r e  I s l a n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d  
t o  r e s o l v e  b a t t e r y  s t a t u s .  

6  AUG A r r i v e  San D i e g o .  

25  SEP D e p a r t  San D i e g o  f o r  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
( R A V )  a t  M a r e  l s l a n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d ,  V a l  l e j o ,  Ca. 

29 SEP A r r i v e  M a r e  I s l a n d  N S Y ,  

1 OCT Commence RAV a n d  b a t t e r y  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  D r y  d o c k  
I n  ARD 2 4 .  

1 ENCL ( 2 )  t o  C O  U S S  DOLPHIN l t r  
5 7 0 0  Ser  2 9  o f  1 4  Feb 1972  



ENCLOSURE ( 2 )  ( C O N T ~ D )  

CEtRONOLQGY OF OUTSTAND tNG EVENTS 

1 9 7 1  

24 NOV U n d o c k .  

7 D E C  t o  8 DEC F i r s t  s e a  t r i a l .  

12 DEC t o  13 D E C  Second s e a  t r a i l ,  

1 5  DEC D e p a r t  M a r e  I s l a n d  NSY f o r  San D i e g o .  

18 DEC A r r i v e  San D l e g o .  

2  ENCL ( 2 )  t o  C O  U S S  DOLPHIN l t r  
5 7 0 0  Ser 2 9  o f  1 4  Feb 1 9 7 2  


