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USS DE WERT (FFG 45) Command H i s t o r y  f o r  Calendar Year 1984 

1. Nar ra t i ve :  

Af ter  Commissioning on 19 November 1983, and subsequent t r a i n i n g ,  t he  sh ip  
completed Crew C e r t i f i c a t i o n  under t h e  auspices o f  Commander, Destroyer Squadron 
S ix  from 9 through 11 Jan 1984. The s h i p ' s  f i r s t  underway pe r i od  as a 
commissioned u n i t  commenced on 16 January upon depar ture from Bath I r o n  Works, 
Bath, Maine enroute t o  Naval Weapons Sta t ion ,  Yorktown, V i r g i n i a ,  w i t h  a b r i e f  
s top a t  Naval S ta t ion ,  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a ,  where the  sh ip  hosted t h e  Portuguese 
M i n i s t e r  o f  Defense f o r  a t o u r  on 19 January. DE WERT a r r i v e d  i n  her homeport o f  
Charleston, SC, on 23 January, and began p repa ra t i on  f o r  Shakedown Tra in ing .  
During t h i s  pe r i od  t h e  sh ip  was underway from 7-9 February f o r  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  the  
Gas Turbine Mobi le  T ra in ing  Team, embarked Commander, Detroyer  Squadron Six from 
26 January through 6 February, compleQed a T ra in ing  Readiness Eva lua t ion  conducted 
by F l e e t  and Mine Warfare T ra in ing  Center, 1-2 February; completed Av ia t i on  
Readiness Eva lua t ion  13-14 February an~d completed Departure Ma te r i a l  Status Review 
on 21 February. DE WERT departed Charleston 24 February and a r r i v e d  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba on 27 February, where she completed th ree  weeks o f  Shakedown T ra in ing  
conducted by t h e  F l e e t  T ra in ing  Group. Depart ing Cuba on 15 March, DE WERT made a 
p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Por t  Everglades, F l o r i d a  18-22 March, and then s a i l e d  t o  A t l a n t i c  
Undersea Test and Eva lua t ion  Center, kndros Is land,  Bahamas f o r  complet ion o f  
Weapon Systems Acqu is t ion  T r i a l s ,  23-25 March, and s a i l e d  f o r  Charleston on 31 
March, a r r i v i n g  on 2 A p r i l  a t  t h e  Naval Weapons Sta t ion .  The sh ip  embarked 
Commander, Destroyer Squadron S ix  from 2 A p r i l  through 15 A p r i l .  DE WERT s t a r t e d  
Combat Systems Ship Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  T r i a l s  on 10 A p r i l ,  a  major post-commissioning 
t e s t  and eva lua t i on  o f  a l l  weapons systems. The sh ip  conducted t h e  underway 
p o r t i o n s  o f  CSSQT i n  t h e  Charleston an~d Jacksonv i l l e  opera t ing  areas du r i ng  17-19 
A p r i l ,  24-26 A p r i l ,  1-3 May, and 7-10 May. Inc luded i n  t h i s  pe r i od  was a p o r t  
v i s i t  t o  Por t  Everglades, F lo r ida ,  4-6 May. The sh ip  departed Charleston 14 May 
f o r  the  cu lm ina t i on  o f  CSSQT, a m i s s i l e  exerc ise  a t  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Weapons Range, 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, conducted 17-22 May. DE WERT success fu l l y  shot two 
m i s s i l e s  i n  a f o r t y - f i v e  minute t ime per iod.  During t h i s  pe r i od  DE WERT a l s o  
conducted her  f i r s t  h e l i c o p t e r  opera t ions  w i t h  an H-3 from F l e e t  Composite 
Squadron Eight .  A second p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Nassau was made 23-25 May. During the  
t r a n s i t  t o  Char1 eston from Nassau, t he  sh ip  conducted her f i r s t  underway 
replenishment, r e c e i v i n g  f u e l  from USNS PAWCATUCK. A r r i v a l  i n  Charleston was on 
29 May. DE WERT then began prepara t ions  f o r  F ina l  Contract  T r i a l s .  From 29 May 
u n t i l  19 June, t he  sh ip  remained i n p o r t  Charleston w i t h  t he  except ion o f  two days 
spent underway p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Surface Warfare T ra in ing  Week w i t h  USS BOWEN (FF- 
1089). DE WERT a1 so completed her f i r s t  Type Commander's Communications Exercise 
and Harpoon C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  The Naval Board o f  Inspec t ion  and Survey, w i t h  Admiral 
J. T. Bulke ley embarked, conducted a F ina l  Contract  T r i a l  i n  DE WERT, i n  p o r t  and 
a t  sea, on 18 through 21 June. DE WERT departed Charleston 27 June enroute t o  
Bath, Maine. Along the  way she p a i d  plort v i s i t s  t o  Boston, Massachusetts 30 June 
- 3 J u l y  and New London, Connect icut 4-6 Ju ly .  Sh ip 's  company conducted a "T iger  
Cruise" enroute w i t h  20 r e l a t i v e s  embarked. The sh ip  a r r i v e d  i n  Bath, Maine and 
commenced Post Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  on 8 Ju ly .  Sh ip 's  company moved t o  
shoreside b e r t h i n g  on 13 July.  DE WERT entered d r y  dock 28 Ju l y  and undocked 25 
August. The crew moved back aboard 19 September. DE WERT success fu l l y  completed 
a L ight-Of f  Examination conducted by t h e  Type Commander and NAVSURFLANT Gas 
Turbine Mobi le  T ra in ing  Team (Mayport) on 19 and 20 November. The sh ip  conducted 
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sea t r i a l s  on 5 and 6 December, completed PSA on 12 December, and s a i l e d  f o r  
Char leston on 12 December. Enroute DE WERT conducted her  f i r s t  ope ra t i ons  w i t h  a  
Lamps 111 h e l i c o p t e r ,  w i t h  a  detachment f rom VX-1,  Patuxent River ,  Maryland, and 
depermed a t  t h e  deperming f a c i l i t y  i n  No r fo l k ,  VA. DE WERT re tu rned  t o  homeport 
on 19 December and spent t h e  remainder o f  t h e  year  i n  a  h o l i d a y  leave  and upkeep 
p e r i  od . 
2. Specia l  Topics:  

a. Commanding O f f i c e r :  Commander Douglas M. Armstrong, USN, 19 November 
1983 t o  present .  

b. Major  Equipment: Dur ing Post Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  DE WERT rece i ved  t h e  
balance o f  t h e  systems and equipment scheduled f o r  t h e  T h i r d  F l i g h t  U n i t s  o f  t h e  
FFG-7 Class. These i nc l ude :  

(1) F i n  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
( 2 )  AN/SQQ-28 Sonar Acoust ic  Processor 
(3 )  Recovery Ass is t ,  Secur ing and Travers ing  System. 

(Two i n s t a l l a t i o n s ;  one f o r  each h e l i c o p t e r  hanger) 
(4 )  M o d i f i e d  AFFF f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  system and Halon 
(5 )  B e r t h i n g  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  inc rease  o f f i c e r  accomodations t o  a  t o t a l  

o f  19. 
(6 )  AN/SQR-4 Antenna System f o r  H e l i c o p t e r  Data L i n k  
( 7 )  AN/SSQ-88 Communications Qua1 i ty  M o n i t o r i n g  System 
(8) Near Term Improvement Package t o  MK92 F i r e  Cont ro l  System, i n c l u d i n g  

Radar Video Processing and Automatic De tec to r  T rack ing  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

(Enc losure 1) 


