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COMMAND HISTORY 

The new year  began wi th  DENVER being nominated by COMNAVSURFPAC t o  
r ece ive  t h e  In t e r im  Manual Voice Switching System (IMVSS). This  system 
c o n s i s t s  of t h e  TsEC/KY-75 and a n c i l l a r y  equipments. The KY-75 i s  p r i -  
mar i l y  designed t o  encrypt  USB vo ice  t r ansmis s ions  i n  t h e  h igh  frequency 
range and when combined wi th  t h e  f l e e t  s ecu re  vo ice  system a l r e a d y  i n s t a l l e d ,  
r e p l a c e s  t h e  cumbersome steam va lve  system (KG 1 3 ) .  

I n  t h e  a r e a  of engineer ing ,  DENVER s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed MTT dur ing  
t h e  month of January. 

I n  February, i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  IMVSS commenced wi th  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  
of NAVELEXSYSENGCEN Va l l e jo .  

Underway i n  SOCAL, DENVER s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed t h e  Opera t iona l  Pro- 
pu ls ion  P l an t  Examination (OPPE). Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  home p o r t ,  DENVER com- 
menced p repa ra t i on  f o r  Ref resher  T ra in ing  and f o r  t h e  3-M inspec t ion .  

DENVER'S s t r e a k  of succes s fu l  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  cont inued i n  March a s  
a l l  work c e n t e r  rece ived  a  grade of a t  l e a s t  "good" i n  a l l  a r e a s  of Ref resher  
Tra in ing .  

s--.* .-. , 
%.*. .. . On March 1 7 t h  Capt. Vincent E. Cooke was r e l i e v e d  by Capt. Robert W. - --....Pea cher  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  of USS DENVER. 
'-. 

" .'? 

, #<. . . - - The s h i p  commenced Amphibious Ref resher  Tra in ing  with t h e  Combat In fo r -  

/ 
/&f ion  Center  record ing  an o v e r a l l  s co re  of " exce l l en t "  while  t r a i n i n g  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  watch s e c t i o n s .  DENVER'S Helo T r a n s i t  c o n t r o l l e r  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  h e l i c o p t e r s  from s h i p  t o  landing  zones du r ing  t h i s  e x e r c i s e .  

In  Apr i l  an INSURV inspec t ion  was he ld  followed by a  3-M inspec t ion .  

During t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l  and e a r l y  May, DENVER p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h e  amphibious e x e r c i s e  "Kernal Usher'' r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  overhaul  of two 
d e b a l l a s t i n g  compressors. 

./ 
Prepa ra t i on  f o r  deployment was t h e  major p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  month of May. 

--' 

On June 24th,  DENVER commenced h e r  Western P a c i f i c  deployment with 
s t o p s  t o  inc lude :  P e a r l  Harbor; Okinawa; Subic  Bay, Mombasa; Diego Garcia;  
Learmouth, N.W. Cape; Pe r th ,  Sydney; Shoalwater Bay; and Hong Kong. 

Upon a r r i v a l  a t  P e a r l  Harbor i n  J u l y ,  DENVER onloaded B a t t a l i o n  Landing 
Team 2nd B a t t a l i o n  3rd Marines. The Marines w e r e  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  
s h i p ' s  complement f o r  t h e  i n su ing  months of t h e  deployment t o  i nc lude  t h e  
amphibious e x e r c i s e s  B e l l  Volcano ( J u l y ) ,  Va l i an t  Usher (September) and 
Kangaroo '81  (October ) .  Much of t h e  succes s fu l  completion of t h e s e  amphib- 
i o u s  e x e r c i s e s  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Operat ions department.  



An SRF a v a i l a b i l i t y  a t  Subic Bay was completed i n  August. 

On August 29th,  while  i n  t h e  Indian Ocean, DENVER c rossed  t h e  
equa to r  a t  t h e  78th meridian and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  c r o s s i n g  t h e  l i n e  
i n i t i a t i o n s .  

While i n  t r a n s i t  i n  t h e  Ind ian  Ocean i n  September, t h e  s h i p  
sus t a ined  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  main f eed  pumps, r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p l a n t  t o  steam 
wi th  condensate and f eed  cross-connected. This  was done succes s fu l ly .  

DENVER onloaded s t o r e s  a t  Diego Garcia  i n  September. For a lmost  
12 cont inuous hours ,  a 140-hand working p a r t y  loaded sodas and food 
s t u f f s .  

DENVER p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an Austral ian-sponsored,  combined f o r c e s  
e x e r c i s e ,  Kangaroo '81 ,  du r ing  t h e  per iod  of 23-31 October. DENVER 
provided ex t ens ive  communications suppor t  f o r  embarked beach landing  
teams 2/3 a s  p a r t  of t h e  AIF. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  normal U. S. broadcas t  
requirements  and CUDIX s p e c i a l  t e rmina t ion ,  DENVER was a l s o  r equ i r ed  
t o  copy t h e  A l l i e d  Blue Sur face  broadcas t  o r i g i n a t e d  by Aus t r a l i an  
Naval Communications s t a t i o n  a t  Darwin f o r  r e a l  t i m e  r e c e i p t  of exer-  
cise command and c o n t r o l  messages. Approximately 150 messages were 
rece ived  d a i l y  from t h i s  source  du r ing  t h e  nine-day e x e r c i s e .  A t  H- 
hour ,  DENVER had 4 HF, 13  UHF AND 6 VHF c i r c u i t s  a c t i v a t e d ,  ranging 
from a low power beach boa t  ope ra t i ons  c i r c u i t  t o  t h e  U.S. High Com- 
mand network. 

While t r a v e l l i n g  from Hong Rong t o  Pea r l  Harbor dur ing  t h e  per iod  
30 November-15 December, heavy s e a s  were experienced from 1-3 December. 
DENVER sus t a ined  damage t o  t h e  motor whale boa t  d a v i t ;  one 50-foot dua l  
yoke whip antenna;  and t h e  l o s s  of t h e  H frame and lower p la t form of 
t h e  p o r t  accomodation l adde r .  During t h e  t r o p i c a l  storm, DENVER was 
c a l l e d  upon t o  t r a n s f e r  e i g h t  55-gallon drums of l u b r i c a t i n g  o i l  t o  
USS SCHENECTADY (LST 1185) t o  c o r r e c t  a c a s u a l i t y .  This  evo lu t ion  was 
done v i a  Manila h i g h l i n e  under hazardous cond i t i ons  and was c a r r i e d  o u t  
without  i n c i d e n t .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  h i g h l i n e  evo lu t ion ,  DENVER was d i r e c t e d  through 
t h e  storm t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a Search and Rescue mission on t h e  e a s t  
c o a s t  of Luzon, Republic of t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  DENVER, a ided  by a U.S. 
A i r  Force SAR a i r c r a f t ,  searched t h e  a r e a  around t h e  s t r i c k e n  South 
Korean v e s s e l  "Crys t a l  S t a r n  i n  search  of su rv ivo r s .  DENVER recovered 
two air-dropped l i f e  b o a t s  and t h e  body of one male Korean merchant 
s a i l o r .  

DENVER a r r i v e d  a t  P e a r l  Harbor on December 15 th  and of f loaded  
B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 2nd B a t t a l i o n  3rd Marines. 

Homeward bound December 1 6 t h ,  DENVER conducted i t s  TIGER Cruise .  
The T ige r s  found t h i n g s  t o  do, l i k e  a s s i s t i n g  i n  food s e r v i c e  and 
gene ra l  c lean ing .  Others  enjoyed t o u r i n g  t h e  s h i p  and l i s t e n i n g  t o  
f a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r i e s  by DENVER crewmembers. Many of  t h e  T ige r s  were 
j u s t  a s  e x c i t e d  a s  t h e  c r e w  i n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  San Diego. 



On December 23rd DENVER ended h e r  '81 Western P a c i f i c  deployment 
and r e u n i t e d  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s  s e p a r a t e d  f o r  t h e  las t  s i x  months. 

The remainder  o f  December was used f o r  l e a v e  and upkeep. 

The o v e r a l l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  '81 WESTPAC r e s u l t e d  i n  DENVER 
r e c e i v i n g  Depar tmental  Exce l l ence  Awards i n  A i r ,  Amphibious A s s a u l t ,  

Gunnery and E l e c t r o n i c s  Warfare. 

The t o t a l  c o s t  o f  r e p a i r s  and consumables d u r i n g  t h e  deployment 

was $1,043,857.41. 




