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USS DENVER (LPD 9 )  

1980 COMMAND HISTORY 
i 

A s  1980 began, DENVER was conducting o FAST Cruise which provided t h e  prel iminary 
t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  her  f i r s t  underway period o f  t h e  new year.  The 7th  through the  
11th of  January the  DENVER was conducting underway t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  through General d 

Quarters d r i l l s ,  Wet Well Operations, and ~ e l o  Operations. Following t h i s  s h o r t  
t r a i n i n g  period t h e  USS DENVER provided v i s i t  sh ip  se rv ices  a t  the  San Diego 1 
Broadway P i e r  from t h e  11th through the  13th t o  a s i zeab le  number of v i . s i tors  t h r u  
t h e  ra iny  weekend. Along with t h e  s h i p ' s  t o u r  t h e  DENVER embarked one LCU, one . 1 

BMU W I C ,  and a USMC Company of Combat personnel.  1 

I 

The 23rd through t h e  25th of January saw t h e  DENVER underway t o  Sea l  Beach 
Weapons S t a t i o n  f o r  ammunition off- load p r i o r  t o  deployment. The DENVER through . 
t h e  s a f e  and e f f i c i e n t  ,ammo handling was s a i d  t o  hold the  record  f o r  ammo off- load 
a t  Seal  Beach, This record i s  f o r  time taken f o r  t h e  off- load t o  be completed. 

The 28th of  January provided a proposed day of  boat  opera t ions  o f f  o f  t h e  
S i l v e r  Strand,  however t h e  opera t ions  were cu t  s h o r t  due to  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n s ,  
with high winds and a high sea  s t a t e .  The DENVER then pul led  t n  he r  anchor and 
set a course f o r  Mazatlan, Mexico. For t h e  t r a n s i t  to- Mexico t h e  DENVER accompanied 
t h e  USS OGDEN (UD 5 )  i n  which both unit: - jo in t ly  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  exerc ises  
fox t h e  br idge ,  C I C ,  S ignal  Bridge, Radio, and Navigation terns. The Gunnery 
Division p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a very successful  p e r y  exerc i se  us ing  a t a r g e t  bal lon.  
Both u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  leap fog d r i l l s  f o r  Junior  Of f ice r  t r a i n i n g .  The 
Engineering Department conducted ECCET d r i l l s  f o r  Damage Control  and Engineering 

. Casualty prof ic iency.  

February t h e  1 s t  t h e  DENVER and t h e  OGDEN anchored o u t  f r o m  t h e  channel estraxice 
to  Mazatlan, Kexico. Both s h i p ' s  company and t h e  embarked Narine and ACU-1 personnel 
enjoyed maximum l i b e r t y  from t h e  1 s t  through t h e  5 th  of  'February with t h e  
t r anspor ta t ion  t o  and from the  shore provided by LCM-8's a t t ached  t o  each of  t h e  
ships  from ACU-1. The DENVER.pulled up anchor e a r l y  on t?e 5th t o  r e t u r n  t o  San Diego. 

. She conducted a F u l l  Power run from t h e  5 t h  through t h e  8 t h  ta , re turn  t o  San Diego 
ISE. The DEhrVER had completed t h e  F u l l  Power run a r r i v i n g  o f f  of  t h e  S i l v e r  St rand 
on t h e  7 th  and remained o f f  of t h e  coas t  u n t i l  she entered t h e  channel on the 8 t h  1 

. t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  San Diego Naval S t a t i o n .  
.a 

Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  p i e r  11 NAVSTA San Diego t h e  s h i p  then prepared f o r  upconing 
. scheduled Regular Overhaul.. The 25th of February saw t h e  D E I W R  s h i f t  from p i e r  

11 t o  p i e r  9. P i e r  9 was t o  be t h e  base p i e r  from which much o f  t h e  ROH was t o  
be conducted. Februaqy 25th was a l s o  t h e  day of  t h e  s h i p ' s  p e r t y  held a t  t h e  
NAVSTA CPO Mess. 

On t h e  29th of  February the  USS DENVER won t h e  PHIBRON SEVEN Commodores Cup I 

f o r  a t h e l e t i c  competition f o r  t h e  second consecutive time. The f i n a l  s tanding 
f o r  t h e  competitive cycle  ending 31 January 1980 was a s  f o l l o ~ ~ s :  (1  ) USS DENVER 
(2)  USS TARAWrZ ( 3 )  USS ST LOUIS ( 4 )  USS BARBOUR COUNTY (5) USS SCIBNECTADY 
( 6 )  COl4PHIBRON SEVEN (7 )  USS FORT FISCHER. 

The month of March began with tho  r e p a i r  p a r t s  off- load from t h e  4 th  through 
t h e  '7th. The 7th  of March was the  colnrnencernent of t h e  scheduled ROH f o r  t h e  USS 
DENVER. Tho 14 mi l l ion  d o l l a r  overhaul included r e p a i r s  t o  mast of  DENVER'S 
a u x i l i a r y  entyj-ncerin~ equipment, a s  well  a s  extensive work on tho s h i p ' s  rnain 
h o l l e r s .  work 3.n o thor  areas included r e p a i r s  i n  t h e  a i r  fuor!s systems nnd t h e  
resurfac ing of  the s h i p ' s  f l i g h t  deck. 

Enclosure (5) 



Through the  next e ight  months much of the  evolutions wem re l a t ed  t o  t he  
ROH. Much of the Command Illstory f o r  t h i s  time frame is very abbreviated. 
March the  13th was the  PHBIRON SEVEN Golf Tournament held a t  Admiral Baker 
Recreation Area. Many of the  sh ip ' s  company par t i c ipa ted  and severa l  were 
lucky enough t o  come away with honors. 

Apri l  the  28th marked the-25% completion point  f o r  the EOH. For t he  month 
of May t h e  crew moved i n t o  the  'NAVSTA barracks on the  8th and 9th  p r i o r  t o  t he  
deadstick move t o  the  dry dock f a c i l i t i e s  on the  12th of May. 

The 4 th  of June provided t he  s h i ~ l s  company with t he  Career Information Day 
which provided the ship'ls company with much useful  information of ca reer  opportuni- 
t i e s .  The D E W R  returned t o  p i e r  9 i n  July  and continued itis ROH. 

. August t he  1 s t  the  DENVER out-chopped from PHIBRON SEVEN and in-chopped i n t o  
PHIBRON THREE. COMPHIBRON THREE then embarked on the  DENVER. August t he  18th and 
19th was t he  date  f o r  the  pre-LOE f a r  the  Engineering P lan t .  I 

. September 2nd marked t he  75% cotnpletion point  f o r  the ROH. On t h e  10th of ' September pre-ME was conducted f o r  the forward Main Machinery space. !The 13th 
of the  month was the  sh ip ' s  p icnic  held a t  the  Admiral Baker Becreation Area. 
17 September was the  date on which the  pre-LOE was conducted on the  a f t e r  Main 
Machinery space. The 18th and 19th of the  month marked t he  mccessful  
completion of the  LOE forward followed by the  l ight-off  on the 22nd. ME i n  the  

. a f t e r  space was conducted on t he  29th and 30th of September. 

October the  9th  and 10th were t h e  successful  completion dates  of  t he  LOE i n  
the  a f t e r  Main Plachinery'space. The 17th of October was t he  date  f o r  the  crew 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  required f o r  the  various underway watch s t g d e r s  so a s  t o  c e r t i f y  
the  crew ready f o r  sea,  which was followed by t h e  Dock T ra i l s  held on t h e  24th 
of October: October t he  26th was t h e  12th anniversary of t he  USS DENVER'S 
coinmissioning date  of October 26th, 1968. 

The month of November was the  bus i e s t  month f o r  the  s h i p  and her  crew s ince 
her  en te r ing  ROK i n  ea r ly  March; From the  4th  through the 7 t h  the  sh ip  back loaded 
the  spare v a r t s  required f o r  regular  mainterance aud repa i r  parts f o r  the  s h i p ' s  
requirements. The 7th  of November marked t h e  successful  completion of t he  ROH. I 

The 12th through the  17th of November narke.d the  f i r s t  u n d e m y  period f o r  . , f  
the  DEhWER with t r a n s i t t i n g  t o  Sea t t l e ,  Washington. The t r i p - t o  S e a t t l e  gave the' 
crew the  opportunity to.work themselves back i n t o  seagoing shape. During t he  . . A  

, t r a n s i t ,  the  sh ip ' s  company pract iced i t s  various amphibious operations,  including i 

the  loading and transporting of Marines, f l i g h t  deck operations and o ther  such 
tasks .  The t r i p  a l so  allowed many of t he  crew members t o  take a f i r s t  hand look 
a t  the  S e a t t l e  area  from the  18th through the  20th. The DENYER was constructed a 
i n  the  S e a t t l e  area.  , i 

,$ 
It; must be noted t h a t  the  DENVER accomplished an important and noteworthy i 

i 

f e a t  t r w s i t t i n g  t o  S e a t t l e  by conducting a f u l l  power run for  several  hours. c 

This fclat f o r  a sh ip  j u s t  out  of overhaul, is  a very r a r e  operation f o r  any ship  
engineering p lan t  to  b~a able t o  succussfully complete. 'i 

Upon coming out  of overhaul, the  DENVElZ found i t s e l f  t o  be t he  holder of 
several  Dcpartmsntnl F ~ c e l l o n c e  awards won by various departnents onboard, i 

' f 
includinc Engineering, Operntions, and A i r  Departments. The Amphibious Assault 
award was accorded t1i.o Dock and Operations Departments f o r  various amphibious 

. relntod oxorcisos. f 
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.o7 
The DENVER returnod to  San Diego on t he  26th of November f o r  t he  Thanksgiving 

Holiday period. The successful  completion of t he  t r a n s i t  t o  S e a t t l e  and.back 
i s  an important ind ica t ion  of t h e  dedication and determination of t he  crew of 
the  USS DENVER t o  keep her the  proud ship  she is .  The Executive Off ice r ,  CDR ' 
J . H .  GOODWIN was re l ieved while the  DENVER was i n  S e a t t l e  by LCDR M.E. MOFFAT. 
CDR GOODWINIS nextmassignment upon colnpletion o f  kequired PC0 programs is  a s  
the  Commanding Offf ce r  of the  USS MOUNT VERNON (LSD 39). 

For the  month of December t he  s h i p f s  schedule was not a s  f a s t  o r  bus i ly  paced. 
.The 12th of  December marked t he  very successful  sh ip ' s  Christmas Party which 
hosted t he  s i s t e r  ship  USS OGDEN1s de~endents  due t o  her  present  deployment 
t o  the  Western Pacif ic .  Puppets, professional  clowns, a high school musical 
group, and of course Old Saint' Nick provided t he  necessary atmosphere t o  help 
t h e  chi ldren be aware t h a t  t h e i r  f a the r ' s  and loved ones were thought of  on 
t h i s  upcoming Holiday Season. Taped dependent family grams were filmed and 
forwarded t o  the  crew of the  OGDEN. The 15th throhgh the  19th  marked the  
.successful completion of MTT Phase I f o r  the  Engineering Department. 

The remainder of December was used f o r  pre-stand down f o r  the upcoming 
Christmas holiday period, On the  20th of December Midshipmen embarked f o r  
t ra in ing .  The remainder of the  month was ut; i l ized as the  Christmas stand 
down period and f o r  preparation f o r  the  upcoming new year. 

* 




