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USS DENVER (LPD 9) 

COMMAND HISTORY 1977 

A s  1977 s t a r t e d ,  DENVER was completing her  r e g u l a r  overhaul  i n  
Long Beach Naval Shipyard. Fas t  c r u i s e  on 5 & 6 January was followed 
by Sea T r i a l s  on 11 - 12 January. A s  t h i s  month drew t o  a c l o s e ,  s o  
d id  DENVER'S s t a y  i n  Long Beach. DENVER l e f t  t h e  west c o a s t ' s  bus- 
i e s t  commercial p o r t  on 26 January and a r r i v e d  i n  he r  homeport of San 
Diego on 27 January. 

This  y e a r ' s  s h o r t e s t  month passed quick ly ,  bu t  no t  unevent fu l ly .  
On 18 February, Captain Donald S. JONES was r e l i e v e d  by Captain 
Robert E. KLEE a s  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS DENVER (LPD 9) .  The next  
week, c a p t a i n  KLEE got  t h e  DENVER underway t o  Sea l  Beach where t h e  
s h i p  spent  one day loading  ammunition. The next  day 's  r e t u r n  t o  San 
Diego brought a s u r p r i s e  - a sudden change i n , o c h e d u l e  requi red  t h e  
DENVER t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  of Amphibious Operations which 
comprised t h e  USS TARAWA (LHA 1 )  ope ra t ion  eva lua t ion .  

On 3 March, DENVER got  underway from Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego f o r  
t h i s  ope ra t ion  eva lua t ion .  Even though she  had been away from t h e  
"Gator" s i d e  of bus ines s  f o r  over a year ,  DENVER and he r  crew performed 
w e l l  i n  every phase of t h i s  mul t i - face ted  amphibious ope ra t ion  and, on 
t h e  r e t u r n  t o  p o r t  on 25 March, DENVER had t h e  b e s t  s a f e t y  record  of 
any s h i p  involved. 

Not one t o  r e s t  on h e r  l a u r e l s ,  DENVER s t a r t e d  Refresher  Training 
of 28 March. This  ex t ens ive  t r a i n i n g  was completed on 22 A p r i l  when 
DENVER rece ived  a s e r i e s  of  e x c e l l e n t  and outs tanding  s c o r e s  on t h e  
f i n a l  b a t t l e  problem. Af t e r  t h i s ,  DENVER remained t h e  b u s i e s t  sh ip  
i n  EASTPAC a s  Amphibious Refresher  Training was s w i f t l y  completed 
from 9 - 20 Play. 

The next  week DENVER wag aga in  underway. This time t h e  600 PSI 
Mobile Tra in ing  Team was onboard t o  assist our  engineers  i n  t r a i n i n g  
f o r  t h e  propuls ion  exam. 

A b r i e f  t ende r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  was followed by a break from t h e  
s tandard  "SOCAL OPAREA" rou t ine .  On 1 3  June, DENVER departed San 
Diego en rou te  t o  Montague I s l and ,  Alaska, w i th  most of Marine Bat ta l -  
i on  117, th i r ty-one  Midshipmen on summer t r a i n i n g  and COMPHIBRON FIVE 
embarked. Af t e r  n i n e  days of ex t ens ive  amphibious ope ra t ions  and some 
good f i s h i n g  on Montague I s l a n d ,  DENVER s a i l e d  through t h e  Cook I n l e t  
t o  v i s i t  t h e  p o r t  of Anchorage, Alaska f o r  t h e  Fourth of J u l y  hol iday 
weekend. Monday, t h e  Fourth of J u l y  was t h e  h i g h l i g h t  of t h i s  v i s i t :  
Captain KLEE was interviewed on a l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n ,  p la toons  
of s a i l o r s ,  midshipmen and marines marched i n  a parade,  and DENVER'S 
af te rnoon Open House c o r d i a l l y  gree ted  over  2700 v i s i t o r s .  



L e a v h g  Anchorage the  next  day, DENVER t r a v e l l e d  t o  Vancouver, 
B r i t i s h  Columbia t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  Vancouver Sea F e s t i v a l  and s e r v e  
a s  F lagship  f o r  RADM Paddock, COMPHIBGRUEASTPAC, from 9  t o  11 Ju ly .  
Leaving Vancouver 11 J u l y ,  DENVER p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one more amphibious 
landing a t  Camp Pendleton before  r e tu rn ing  t o  San Diego on 16  Ju ly .  

Continuing t o  demonstrate s h e  can steam b e t t e r  than  the  b e s t ,  
DENVER got  underway fou r  days l a t e r  w i th  t h e  Propuls ion  Examining Board 
(PED) onboard f o r  he r  Operat ional  Propulsion P lan t  Examination (OPPE). 
The many months of hard work and de termina t ion  d isp layed  by t h e  Engin- 
ee r ing  Department c a r r i e d  them through t h i s  t e s t  wi th  f l y i n g  c o l o r s  t o  
prove t h a t  DENVER, a s  Chief Engineer LT   has  been known t o  
say, "IS THE BEST DAMN LPD". 

August was a  month spent  mostly i n p o r t ,  however, i t  was not  a  slow 
month i n  any way. A tender  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and a v i s i t  t o  t h e  deperming 
p i e r  kept  t he  crew busy when they  weren ' t  pass ing  PMS, PQS, Medical and 
o t h e r  inspec t ions .  

The l a s t  day of August and t h e  f i r s t  two of September were spent  
underway f o r  l o c a l  opera t ions .  The next  week, t h e  e n t i r e  crew s tayed  
busy w i t h  t h e  pre-deployment loadout .  

The loadout  was completed on Friday,  9 September and on the  f o l -  
lowing Tuesday, 1 3  September DENVER depar ted  San Diego enroute  f o r  a  
seven and one h a l f  month deployment t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

During t h e  i n i t i a l  t r a n s i t  phase from 1 3  September t o  1 9  September, 
DENVER and o t h e r  PHIBRON FIVE s h i p s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  CONVEX 2-77, des- 
igned t o  t r a i n  r e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  s t a f f s  i n  organiz ing  and d i r e c t i n g  . 
merchant convoys. From 21 September t o  28 September DENVER continued 
west ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  Eniwetok on 28 September i n  o rde r  t o  d e l i v e r  v i t a l  
s u p p l i e s  and machinery f o r  t h e  Eniwetok cleanup. DENVER depar ted  Eni- 
wetok 30 September and joined t h e  Seventh F l e e t  during he r  t r a n s i t  t o  
Okinawa. 

Af t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  Okinawa on 7 October, v a r i o u s  Marine u n i t s  were 
loaded aboard a s  DENVER joined Task Force 76 f o r  e x e r c i s e  F o r t r e s s  
Lightning,  a  Marine amphibious br igade  exe rc i se ,  which took p l ace  on 
t h e  beaches of Mindoro from 14 October t o  24 October. 

A f t e r  t h e  exe rc i se ,  DENVER re tu rned  t o  Okinawa, loaded BLT 219 and 
t r anspor t ed  them t o  Numazu, Japan on 1 November. Again r e tu rn ing  t o  
Okinawa, on 5 November DENVER onloaded Marine A r t i l l e r y  B a t t a l i o n  3/12, 
then  proceeded t o  Inchon, a r r i v i n g  7  November. B a t t a l i o n  3/12 was o f f -  
loaded, then  DENVER'S crew went ashore  i n  Inchon f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  WESTPAC 
l i b e r t y .  DENVER departdd Inchon 10  November and went on t o  Sasebo, 
where she  en te red  a n  upkeep which l a s t e d  through Thanksgiving. 

Departing Sasebo on 26 November, DENVER s a i l e d  t o  Inchon t o  onload 
B a t t a l i o n  3/12 on 28 November and r e t u r n  them t o  Okinawa on 1 December, 



On 2 December RADM Morris,  COMPHIBRON ONE (CTF 76) broke h i s  f l a g  aboard 
DENVER. On 3 December DENVER s a i l e d  t o  Numazu, onloading BLT 2/9 on 5 
December. Leaving Numazu t h e  same day, DENVER s a i l e d  t o  Pusan, Korea 
v i a  Japan ' s  i n l and  s e a  and t h e  Shhoxiseki Stra%gkCs DENVER a r r i v e d  Pusan 
8 December and depar ted  10  December f o r  a b r i e f  v i s i t  i n  Pohang. CAPT 
Klee, CTG 76.5, supervised t h e  s o r t i e  from Pohang a s  h i s  Task Group, 
comprised of DENVER, USS MOBILE (LKA-115), USS FORT FISHER (LSD-40), and 
USS BARBOUR COUNTY (LST-1195) jo ined  a South Korean t a s k  group i n  o rde r  
t o  commence e x e r c i s e  SSANG YONG (Twin Dragons) V I I .  CAPT Klee was CATF 
f o r  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  dur ing  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  which ended 16 December. 

On 19 December, DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Okinawa. RADM Morris and h i s  
s t a f f  re turned  ashore.  DENVER departed Okinawa 20 December, stopped 
b r i e f l y  i n  San Fernando, R.P. on 22 December, then  continued south  t o  
Subic Bay, R.P., a r r i v i n g  23 December t o  commence a n  upkeep which con- 
t inued  through t h e  end of t h e  year .  




