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USS DENVER (LPD-9) COMMAND HISTORY 

A s  t h e  new year  1975 began, USS DENVER w a s  moored a t  
Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. The major por t ion  of  t h e  month of 
January w a s  spen t  conducting r o u t i n e  upkeep. 

On 28 January t h e  DENVER was underway f o r  UH-1E wet-well 
exe rc i ses .  The DENVER anchored o f f  D e l  Mar, C a l i f o r n i a  while 
t h e  UH-1E ' s  d i d  touch and go landings on t h e  f l i g h t  deck. 
W e l l  deck exercises w e r e  sim~ibtaneously conducted with t w o  
LCM-8's. On 30 January USS DENVER departed t h e  D e l  Mar area 
f o r  Coronado Roads where she anchored u n t i l  joined by 
USS CANON (PG-9 0) , USS ANCHORAGE (LSD-36) , and USS RAEHNE 
(LST-1191). The DENVER l a t e r  wiighed anchor and i n  company 

wi th  USS ANCHORAGE and USS CANON conducted f i r i n g  exe rc i ses .  
The DENVER anchored i n  Coronado Roads upon completion of t h e  
gunnery exe rc i ses .  

On 31 January, DENVER weighed anchor and i n  formation wi th  
USS MOUNT VERNON (LSD-39) , USS RACINE, and USS CANON conducted 
CONEX event  number 801, Gunnery Surface Shoot. Following t h e  
exe rc i se ,  DENVER p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  UH-1E f l i g h t  opera t ions .  

On 1 February DENVER paoceeded independently f o r  a simu- 
l a t e d  mine f i e l d  exe rc i se .  Upon completion of t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  
t h e  s h i p  re turned  t o  t h e  D e l  Mar boa t  bas in  o f f  Camp Pendelton 
f o r  amphibibaasexercises through 4 February. On 5 February 
the DENVER proceeded t o  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 

On 28 February DENVER again g o t  underway f o r  Coronado Roads 
Anchorage f o r  s h i p  t o  shore c o n t r o l  t r a i n i n g .  On 1 March t h e  
s h i p  r e tu rned  t o  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 

USS DENVER conducted independent s h i p  e x e r c i s e s  on March 
3, 4 ,  and 5 i n  p repara t ion  f o r  h e r  forthcoming deployment. 
On 6 March t h e  s h i p  re turned  t o  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 

On t h e  28th of March 1975, DENVER departed h e r  homeport 
of San Diego f o r  a seven and one-half month deployment i n  the 
Western P a c i f i c  a s  a u n i t  of Task Force SZ3VEWTY-SIX. Deploying 
wi th  h e r  w e r e  USS MOBILE, USS ANCHORAGE, USS MOUNT VERNON, 
USS DULUTH, USS BARBOUR COUNTY, and USS TUSCALOOSA, a l l  u n i t s  
of  Amphibious Squadron FIVE of which DENVER is  Flagship.  

A t  Pearl2-Harbor t h e  Squadron S t a f f  s h i f t e d  t o  USS DULUTH 
and t h e  Commodore flew ahead t o  WestPac f o r  b r i e f i n g  on the  
worsening s i t u a t i o n  i n  South Vietnam. 



DENVER then  departed Hawaii and proceeded independentl* 
toward Okinawa a t  b e s t  speed i n  o rde r  t o  o f f l o a d  t h e  f u l l  
load of Marine Corps veh ic les  c a r r i e d  aboard. The Engineering 
Department received many "Well Dones" f o r  t h e i r  performance 
i n  keeping the s h i p  a t  f u l l  speed f o r  e leven s t r a i g h t  days. 

Upon a r r i v a l  o f f  Okinawa, t h e  Deck Department swung i n t o  
a c t i o n  and on t h e  n igh t  of 1 7  A p r i l  accomplished t h e  o f f load  of 
veh ic le  cargo, and onloaded B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team (BLT) 3/9 
i n  26 hours of continuous hard work. 

The s h i p  go t  underway a t  midnight on t h e  18th  of Apr i l  
f o r  a hollding a r e a  o f f  Vung Tao, South Vietnam. On t h e  way 
@Bans w e r e  made and f a c i l i t i e s  set up f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
holding many thousands of refugees.  On t h e  22nd of A p r i l  
DENVER moved i n t o  an a r e a  wi th in  s i g h t  of Vung Tao and assumed 
h e r  p o s i t i o n  amongst some 48 o t h e r  s h i p s  of t h e  U.  S. SEVENTH 
F l e e t .  

On t h e  29kh of A p r i l  DENVER became one of t h e  f i r s t  s h i p s  
t o  rece ive  South Vietnamese refugees as "Huey" h e l i c o p t e r s  
began a r r i v i n g  onboard. I n  o rde r  t o  make room f o r  more he los ,  
seven had t o  be j e t t i s o n e d  over t h e  s t e r n .  During a l l  t h i s  
confusion the s h i p ' s  s p e c i a l  organiza t ion  f o r  handling refugees 
was c a l l e d  i n t o  a c t i o n  and t h e  o rde r ly  progression began as 
our  new charges were d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  w e l l  deck f o r  temporary 
s h e l t e r  and ass i s t ance .  

During the  next  seve ra l  days the s h i p  processed some 7,500 
Vietnamese refugees through t h e  w e l l  deck and i n t o  our wai t ing  
Assaul t  C r a f t  Unit  ONE landing c r a f t .  Af ter  processing they 
w e r e  s h u t t l e d  t o  wa i t ing  M i l i t a r y  S e a l i f t  Command sh ips .  The 
hours became i n c r e d i b l y  long a s  Marine h e l o s  came aboard with 
load  a f t e r  load of re fugees ,  y e t  the  crew of DENVER w i l l i n g l y  
s tayed on t h e  job a s s i s t i n g  and feeding t h e  thousands of 
refugees . 

These las t  refugees were a l l  taken i n  by boats  of t h e  
Amphibious s h i p s  and some landing c r a f t  t h a t  were salvaged 
and manned by DENVER'S crew. I n  the  end, t h e  MSC shipping 
was a l l  f i l l e d  and t h e  warships s t a r t e d  t ak ing  on refugees 
f o r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  Subic Bay Phi l ippines .  DENVER'S share  came 
t o  over 500 people who were bedded down under a " t e n t  c i t y "  
e rec ted  on t h e  f l i g h t  deck amidst salvaged h e l i c o p t e r s .  

While at  Subic Bay CTF 76,  RADM WHITMIRE, and h i s  s taf f  
embarked i n  DENVER f o r  t h e  remainder of DENVER'S WestPac 
deployment* 



Afte r  a few days i n  Subic t h e  s h i p  departed f o r  Okinawa 
a r r i v i n g  a t  White Beach on t h e  12th  of May. The next  morning 
DENVER g o t  underway on s h o r t  n o t i c e  i n  response t o  t h e  "Maya- 
guez Inc ident"  b u t  word was received on the  25th t o  head back 
t o  Okinawa when t h e  Mayaguez w a s  recovered. 

The r e s t  of t h e  month of May and June saw DENVER support ing 
t h e  Marine Corps with r o u t i n e  t r a n s i t s  from White Beach t o  
Nwnazu a t  t h e  f o o t  of Mount F u j i  i n  Japan and a s i d e  t r i p  t o  
Pusan, Korea. 

J u l y  found DENVER t ak ing  MOBILE under tow when t h a t  s h i p  
had a major engineering breakdown. That evolu t ion  and some 
extremely rough s u r f  o f f  Numazu caused t h e  l o s s  of s e v e r a l  
days i n  t h e  a l ready t i g h t  schedule.  Those days were made up 
i n  a record breaking switch of BLT's  i n  Okinawa as  DENVER 
conducted t h e  unprecedented simultaneous onload of one BLT 
while  o f f load ing  another  i n  four  houas. The s h i p  then went 
t o  Yokosuka, Japan f o r  much needed r e p a i r s  a r r i v i n g  18  Ju ly .  

The s h i p  next  g o t  underway on 19 August f o r  Pohang, South 
Korea t o  p u t  Marines ashore f o r  t r a i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  a landing 
e x e r c i s e  i n  August. During t r a n s i t  DENVER experienced a 
r a t h e r  major f i r e  i n  t h e  a f t e r  engine room which w a s  brought 
under c o n t r o l  by t h e  superb e f f o r t s  of t h e  Engineering Depart- 
ment personnel involved i n  f i g h t i n g  it. 

Af te r  p icking  up Marines i n  Pohang, DENVER and o t h e r  s h i p s  
of Amphibious Ready Group BRAVO conducted a j o i n t  landing with 
Korean fo rces  near  Pohang, Korea. Some extremely rough weather 
and su r f  condi t ions  were encountered. Afterwards, DENVER 
v i s i t e d  Inchon, .Korea from 28 August t o  2 September. The s h i p  
a r r i v e d  back a t  White Beach on 10 September a f t e r  p u t t i n g  
BLT 2/9 ashore a t  Numazu. 

On Thursday, 11 September 1975, a change of command was 
he ld  on board. Captain Harry T. JENKINS was re l i eved  a s  
Commanding Of f i ce r  by e a p t a i n  Donald S. JONES. 

When next  underway on 17 September DENVER was enroute  f o r  
a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Hong Kong and thence t o  Subic Bay. While i n  
Hong Kong t h e  s h i p  was requi red  t o  g e t  underway t o  avoid 
Typhoon Alice.  On 27 September DENVER a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay 
f o r  upkeep and departed on 6 October. 

On 1 3  October t h e  DENVER re tu rned  t o  Okinawa t o  await t h e  
a r r i v a l  of h e r  r e l i e f ,  USS JUNEAU. On 28  October t h e  r e l i e v i n g  
process  began and t h e  evening of Wednesday, 29 October, found 
t h e  DENVER underway f o r  P e a r l  Harbor. 



Arriving i n  P e a r l  Harbor on 8 November, Commander Amphib- 
ious  Squadron FIVE s h i f t e d  h i s  f l a g  t o  t h e  DENVER. On 10 
November t h e  Sea and Anchor D e t a i l  was set w i t h  t h e  f i n a l  
d e s t i n a t i o n  of Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 

On Sunday, 16 November, DENVER re turned  t o  h e r  homeport 
of San Diego and began a leave  and upkeep period.  

The DENVER f i n i s h e d  t h e  year  by g e t t i n g  underway from 15 
through 18 December f o r  l o c a l  opera t ions  i n  SOCAL. Christmas 
and the c l o s e  of t h e  year  found DENVER wi th  COMPHIBRON FIVE 
and S t a f f  embarked moored t o  p i e r  6 ,  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 




