
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

U S S  D E N V E R  (LPD-9) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

C z  APR 1974 

Frcm: -ding O f f i c e r  , USS D[ENVER (LPD 9) 
To: Director of Naval History, N a v a l  Historical Center, 

Washing-km Navy Yard, W-, D. C. 20374 

Subj : CcmMnd History; s ~ s s i o n  of 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 

Ehcl: (1) USS CBENVER (LPD 9) 1973 aomMnd History 

1. Tn q l i a n c e  w i t h  referne (a), enclosure (1) is submitM. 

Qw to: 
CINCPACE'LT 
c3xeHIWPd3 
~ H I E m l N F I V E  



USS DENVER (LPD 9) 1973 (XMMAND HISllDFU 

The beginning of the 1973 calendar year found the Anphjbious Assault Ship 
trsS DENVER (LPD 9) in her haneport, San D i e g o .  On 18 January she got under- 
way for an averhaul in  Long Beach. During her owrhaul in Long Beach, 
DENVER spent two mths in the dry dock. On 1 May CrENVE3R began going throqh 
her sea trials, and aanpleted them cn 10 May. DIENVER returned to her hm=port 
of San Diego, California an ll. May, after four mths in mng Beach. 

From the 14 to 18 May,  aperated in  Southern California operational 
area for wl exercises. During the next week in San Diego on 24 May, 
the ntk~ CcPaaanding Officer, Captain m d l  F. B~GEHT, m, took, m d  
relieving Captain Rhrt E. BOIXMER, USN, in eremnies at  P i e r  8, U. S. 
Naval Station, San Diego, California. 

Q129 May DEMTER got underway for refresher training and aphibious refresher 
training. 'Ihis intensive training period was successfully ccarp?leted an 6 July. 
On 6 July Carmodore Glen R. CHEEK, USN, Ccmander Anphibious Squadrosl FIVE and 
his staff enbarked in ImJVEFt. On 8 July, s i x t y ~ n e  Midshipen frcan alleges 
throughout the Midwest and West atbarked for six weeks training. Cn 11 July 
DENVER got mderway for a landing exercise a t  C a q  Pendleton, Calihrnia, for 
PHDIE?C-MAEGEX 1-73, and d e d  a t  sea mtil  acmpletkm of the exercise on 
17 July when she returned t o  San Diego. DENVER remined in  San Diego until 
1 4  q t ,  preparing for her upcaning deployment. 

!he Mayor of the City and County of Denver, Qlorado, tkre Hrmorable W i l l i a m  
H. McNichols, and fi* distinguished citizens of Denver, =re anbarked 13 August 
and got mderway w i t h  the ship for three days of local exercises which included 
a dependents cruise. W e  aboard DENVER, Mayor Wichols  awarded the 
chartpian's cup to the ship's Engineering Deprtmnt for their n m b r  me 
standing in  the Deparbwmt wide ocmpetition held during refresher training. 
Upon retum to San Diego, the ship began findl preparation for her WESTPAC 
deployment. lhits enharked just prior to  deplqing were Assault C r a f t  Unit 
Qle Dehchment BMW, Team Qle; Beach bbster's Unit One, Temn FOX!ECYT; lhder- 
water  Damlition %am Eleven F i r s t  Platoon, and Tactical Air Control Squadron 
Che, Detachent BMVO. On29 August got mhay for WESTPPL: i n  capmy 
with USS M3BILE (IXA 115), USS hDW VERNOJY ( I S D  39), USS (IST 1187), 
and USS XHEDKTADY (LST 1185). Carrmander Squadron FIVE ( C C W m N )  
wasinmrallcamandofthetaskgroup.  O n 5 S e p ~ i n P e a r l H a r b o r ,  
-re CHEM and his staff mved aboard USS MXNT VFXKN, making DENVER OTC 
of the d i n g  four ships for the transit to Buckner Bay, ainawa. The 
transit included many exercises b improve the ship's readiness. 

CrRJVER' s f i r s t  WESTPAC stop was on 18 &pteder at  mite Beach, Bucher Bay, 
Okinawa where she loaded Batta l ion Landing lkan 3/4 aboard i n  preparation for 
exercise PXi?X% 11. 

W s i n g  in carnpirny w i t h  USS BLUE RIDGE (IXX: 19), USS NIBILE and uSS VBCWXSA, 
Il3NER transited fram Buckner Bay to Subic Bay, &public of the Philippines. 
While in Subic Bay, canducted an exercise aqkibious raid at Green 



Zanbales. On 26 %ptenbr EEtWEJ3 got widemay with W S  M3BILE, USS FREDERICK 
(IST 1184), ~YKI MSE T A W 3  to join CI!F SEVEN S M  and participate in a large 
scale aqhibious landing, PPGASA 11. The exercise was ampletied m 4 Octcber. 
DENVER proaeeded to Okinawa with a brief stqp in Subic Eby. QI 8 Ockber 
DEWEFt *ked ear  Adniral A. W. PRICE, USN, rider Psrphibbus Force 
SEVEN?H Fleet (--T) for the reminder of the d e p l q m n t .  (31 
12 CrENVER debarked BLT 3/4 at Numafll, Japan. On 23 Octcber Pdmiral 
PFUCE, (XMPHEm-T, pxesend to DENWFt the Navy Unit -tion 
at a ship's personnel inspectian for EWER'S mt ~~SEM~HZSIS in southeast 
Asia on per preYious deploymnt. 

Fran14-to5-r,D[BJVWwasinmC))CiRBM. Theshipgot 
ratrlerway for ICeelung, &public of olina, an 5 November w i t h  a brief stop 
in Tsaying, Taiwan lm deliver LW's to the &public of China. After 
delivering the LW's, she proaeeded to Keelung and on 7 began 
five days of liberty. 

A f t e r m e d a y i n ~ a n t h e t h i ~ t h o f N w e r r 3 3 e r ,  IENWRgotunderway 
for her next liberty port, Inchon, Fkpublic of South Korea. The ship 
an- in Inchon harbor and despite rough seas and difficult mther, 
enjoyed three days of liberty and n=creation. On 4 Decmhr EEWER a b r k e d  
BLT 3/4 in NuMnx after BLT 3/4 had ocmpleted six meks of cold -ther 
training. USS EWER, USS KlBILE, and USS XHEQEEW w i t h  aoormwding 
Officer, USS as cmrmder A@xbious Aeady Group BRAW (AEG BRAW) , 
mndwbd bm landing exrercises in I3eaenrber. The first d s e  was 
cad- in C h i n  Wan, (8-10 -) , and the seam3 exercise 
was mhcted in Subic Bay (13-14 Decmker). On 15 Decen&r BLT 3/4 
debarked for six weeks training at the Mau Carp, Subic Bay. DENVER spent 
thme mre days in S&ic Bay and departed 18 -, arriving in Budmer 
Bay an 21 Deoerrber for the Christmas holidays. T)urhg the Christmas holidays, 
DENYER hosted a Chrism Party for childrean fran an Ckinawan school. Ch 
Christmas day, the ship oondtucted a special Christmas pmgran of rmsic and 
carolling. The year cane to a close w i t h  the ship mred starboard side to 
Navy Pier  mite Beach, minawa. 




