
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS CONSTELLATION (cv 64) 

FPO SAN FRANCISCO, 9663!5 

From: Cbrrmanding Officer, USS CDNSTELLATION (CV 64) 
'Ib: Chief of Naval Operations (Op-05D2) 

IN AUL V •EfU ro, 

CV64/0ll :rop 
5750 375 
Ser 

MAR 2 31983 

Subj: USS CONSTELI.ATION (CV 64) Cbnmand History for Calendar Year 1982 
(OPNAV Report 5750-1) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12c 

Encl: (1) 1982 Chronology 
(2) USS CDNSTELLATION (CV 64) 1982 Narrative Cbrrmand History 
(3) Biography of captain Lyle F. BULL, u. s. Navy 

1. Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are forwarded in accordance with reference (a). 

2. captain Lyle F. BULL, USN, relieved captain Dennis M. BR)()KS, USN, as 
Cbrmanding Officer, USS CONSTELLATION (CV 64) on 16 September 1982. 

3. Major cc:mnand problems faced during the year: None. 

Cbpy to: 
Director of Naval History 



01 Jan - 24 Jan 

25 Jan - 29 Jan 

30 Jan - 22 Feb 

23 Feb - 28 Feb 

01 Mar - 07 Apr 

07 Apr 

08 Apr - 12 Apr 

13 Apr - 16 Apr 

17 Apr - 28 Apr 

29 Apr - 10 May 

11 May - 15 May 

16 May 

1 7 May - 22 May 

23 May - 21 Jun 

22 Jun - 28 Jun 

29 Jun - 14 Jul 

15 Jul - 28 Jul 

29 Jul - 15 Aug 

16 Aug - 19 Aug 

20 Aug - 22 Aug 

23 Aug - 29 Aug 

30 Aug 

31 Aug - 26 Sep 

16 Sep 

1982 CHRONOLOGY 

Arabian Sea ModLoc 

In port, Mombasa, Kenya 

. . 
Transit from Mombasa to Arabian Sea ModLoc 

In port, Fremantle, Australia 

Underway, Indian Ocean/North Arabian Sea 

Transit, Malacca Straits 

In port, Singapore 

Underway, South China Sea 

In port, ··subic Bay, R. P. 

Underway, READEX 1-82 

Underway, transit to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

In port, Pearl Harbor 

Underway, transit to San Diego 

Upkeep, San Diego 

Underway, Southern Pacific Operating Area for Carrier 

Qualifications 

Upkeep, San Diego 

Underway, FLEETEX 1-82 

Upkeep, San Diego 

Underway, Fleet Replacement Squadron Carrier 

Qualification 

In port, San Francisco 

Underway, Exercise KERNEL EGRESS 82-2 

INSURV, Underway Material Inspection 

Upkeep, San Diego 

CONSTELLATION Change of Command -- ,;::aptain L. F. Bull 

relieved Captain D. M. Brooks 

ENCI.DSURE (1) 



27 Sep - 04 Oct 

05 Oct - 20 Oct 

21 Oct - 12 Nov 

13 Nov - 28 Nov 

29 Nov - 2 Dec 

3 Dec 

4 Dec 

6 Dec 

6 Dec - 31 Dec 

Underway, Fleet Replacement Squadron Carrier · 

Qualification and F/A-18 Operational Evaluation 

Upkeep, San Diego 

Underway, Fleet Replacement Squadron/Training Command 

Carrier Qualifications 

Upkeep, San Diego, Preparation for Complex Overhaul 

Transit to Bremerton 

Anchorage, Puget Sound 

Dry dock, Bremerton in preparation for Complex 

Overhaul 

Conunence Overhaul 

Complex Overhaul in progress 
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USS OONSTELLATION (CV 64) 1982 NARRATIVE CCM1AND HISTORY 

USS OONSTELLATION began the year at sea in the Arabian Sea. This at sea 
period which had begun 5 ~ 1981 ended with a 25 January arrival in 
p:>rt M:>rnbasa, Kenya. Highlighting this at sea period were: 

Air operations for proficiancy 

Exercises with French and British naval ships. 

Turnover of Battle Group corrrnand from CCMCARGRU ONE to CCMCARGRU 
SEVEN on 16 January 1982. 

Exercise BEAOJN FLASH 82-3 

Visits by Somalian and Kenyan VIPs. 

After a four day p:>rt call at M:>mbasa, Kenya, USS CONSTEIJ.ATION returned 
to the Arabian Sea where a visit by the Secretary of Defense was hosted 
on 10 February. A thirteen day transit of the Indian Ocean brought USS 
CONSTELLATION to a 23 February arrival at Frernantle, Australia for a 
five day p:>rt call. 

Underway again on 1 March, USS CONSTELLATION participated in Exercise 
GONZO 82-2 off Diego Garcia, hosted a visit by Corrrrander Battle Force 
SEVENTH Fleet on 9 March and by Comnander SEVENI'H Fleet on 10 March. 
Weap:>ns Week near Diego Garcia 11 - 14 March provided a valuable opp:>rtunity 
to maintain proficiency for delivering ordnance on land targets. During 
the following transit to the Northern Arabian Sea, during on-station time 
there, and return to the Diego Garcia area, the ship oonducted :routine 
flight operations and exercises. USS COOSTELLATION opposed USS KENNEDY 
in Exercise ADEX 82-6 30 March - 2 April, then joined USS KENNEDY Battle 
Group for dual Battle Group operations. Cbrrmander Service Force SEVENTH 
Fleet visited USS CONSTELLATION on 1 April. 

An Eastward transit brought USS CONSTELLATION through the Malacca Straits 
on 7 April and to Singap:>re for an 8 - 12 April p:>rt call. Comnander Naval 
Air Force, u. S. Pacific Fleet visited OONSTELLATION on 8 April. 

Soviet Bear Aircraft staging from cam Fanh Bay, Vietnam, flew surveillance 
against USS CDNSTELLATION during the 13 - 16 April transit of the South 
China Sea to Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. After a 10 day p:>rt 
call for upkeep at Subic Bay, OONSTELLATION was again underway on 29 April 
for a major SEVENTH Fleet exercise involving three carrier battle groups. 
Having oornpleted the exercise on 8 May, the ship proceeded Eastward, 
in-chopped to THIRD Fleet on 11 May, initiated "POLLThDGS to SHELIBACKS" 
on 12 May and arrived Pearl Harlx:>r, Hawaii on 16 May for a one day p:>rt 
call. 

After embarking alx:>ut 700 "TIGERS" (male dependents and friends of OONSTELLA­
TIOO crewrrembers) , USS CONSTELLATION departed Pearl Harlx:>r on 17 May and 
oornpleted homeward transit with a 23 May arrival in San Diego, california, 
homep:>rt. 

ENCIDSURE (2) 



Up::m completion of a 23 May - 21 June upkeep period, USS CONSTELLATION 
put to sea for 6 days of Fleet Replacerrent Squadron carrier Qualifications. 
1203 arresbrents qualified 186 pilots before returning to San Diego for 
another 29 June - 14 July upkeep period. 

Between 15 - 28 July, USS CCNSTELLATION was underway in the South.em cali­
fomia operating area leading her Battle Group in FLEETEX 1-82. This 
CCMI'HIRDFLT exercise, which also involved the USS ENTERPRISE carrier Battle 
Group, was an advanced level exercise errpha.sizing tactical developrent in a 
multi-threat environment. 

Another upkeep period in San Diego 29 July - 15 August was followed by four 
days of Fleet Replacerrent Squadron carrier Qualifications and a northerly 
transit of the califomia coast for a 20 August arrival in San Francisco. 
Du.ring a three day port call in San Francisco, about 75,000 San Franciscans 
visited USS CDNSTELLATION. Underway again on 23 August, Air Wing NINE flew 
on roard for Exercise KERNEL ffiRESS 82-2. This Ready Force Alerbrent and 
Cbntingency Plans Execution Exercise was completed off Southem califomia on 
29 August. On 30 August, USS CDNSTELI.ATION comnenced INSURV Inspection and 
returned to San Diego on 31 August for completion of INSURV followed by an 
upkeep period. 

captain L. F. BULL relieved captain D. M. BROOKS as Cbrrmanding Officer on 
16 September and took USS CDNSTELLATION to sea on 27 September for another 
Fleet Replacement Squadron carrier Qualification period and Operational 
Evaluation of the F/A-18 aircraft. Between 27 September - 4 Octo:ber, 1393 
arresbnents qualified 179 pilots. Supp:,rt for the F/A-18 evaluation included 
249 arresbrents. 

After~ weeks of upkeep in San Diego, 5 - 20 October, USS CDNSTELLATION 
was again at sea for Fleet Replacement Squadron and Training Con:nand carrier 
Qualifications. A total of 1730 arresbrents qualified 257 pilots, including 
131 Training Cbrrmand pilots with 750 traps. An upkeep period in San Diego 
and preparations for Cbmplex Overhaul followed 13 - 28 N:)vernber. 

On 29 November, USS CONSTELLATION, with about 400 dependents, 800 privately 
owned vehicles, and pets embarked, co:m:renced transit to Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard, Bremerton, 'Washington, for Corrplex Overhaul. After arrival in 
dry dock 6 on 4 December, dependents, vehicles and pets were immediately 
off-loaded, and overhaul officially began on 6 December. 

New Year's eve passed with USS CONSTELLATION' s keel dry in dock mnnber 6, 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard. 
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C. ~thly: Narrati-v.:a 

~auuan 
'ftle nw year found CONSTILUTIO'tt underway for Subic Bay following 

an extended period of flight operat:tomr on Yankee Station. The inport 

P6riod proved a 11.Mdefl r•t after 1110n. than thirty daye on the line. 

On the 12 !!!. of the lDOlltb,. catapult nwnber two f1rN he1.' 40,000th shot: 

&Cd a week later Lt:. Rancly CUN'JIIBCL\M and Ltjg. Willie l>ttISCOLL, 

J':tghter SqNdroa 96, ahot clown a IifIC-21 in an tlflllll9Ml\t over the DMZ. 

~ 27!!!, found the ehtp ''ataadtna dawn" with the nl~A Annual Connie 

bl.a.ya." 1h1• clay featured intra-ship competition in vanou track 

ewnta ae well aa an individual event ia pia-aattna &and a fum,;y \fflifon 

cont•t• Carner Early lirboma Wamt111 Squadron 116 earaed. the JII08t 

t•• pot.au to cop the "Coveted Comde CUp," eyabol of athletic aupremecy. 

J'ehfta!'1 

On 4 rebru&TJ OOlfSTIU.,,A'l'ION anchored in Bona ltong llad>or for the 

loaa-•atted Ylett to that foraer British colon,-. A large number of the 

ahf.p' • wifll8 wen oa hand te ••t their hultanda for the acheduled week 

of ft.Catton. On 9 l'ebnar,, hwe,,.r, orders arriftd recalling the ship 

to Ya1lktN Station S.-ediately. Dy the eveniag of the 10th, CONSTELLATION 

WU but OIi th• line. 

I'll 1114-1'ebnary the chaplain'• office hosted a two-day conference on 

military eftlll•li•••• Tbe coaferenea • which 1,aaaed five .... 1ona • was 

coaduct-4 with the aicl of th• 'Rn. Barry 1. JONIS• Asia Director of the 

C..,.. Cruad• for Chriat. 

22 februarJ fOU'QCI the ahip ritb a day of r•t a1ld boxing wu the order 

of the da,. Twalfl intra-ship •tchea were held in the hapr bay, followed 

'by a ooneert by the Sffeath Pleet land. 

March 
On 4 March OOlfSTILLATtON completed three weeka ou the line and 11100red 

in Subie 'Bay. 'fhe week'• r•t vaa beueflcial aucl morale waa high u the 

carrier returned to Yank'le Station for her final echeduled U.u period of 



the c1:1d.••• On 17 March the air wing c01IID8Dder dropped the S0.000~ 

MK-82 of the deployment. 

24 March •• OONSTBLLATION complete her final seheduled day of 

combat c,peratiou alld turn for Su'hic Bay. En ?'oute to '(H)rt the 

Rnain•rtna l>epartalmt recei'NCl a grade of "Outatandillg" on a full 

~r nn. 0a the •aae day tr,enty-faur men reenU.ated in a single 

cerema, la th4l ahip'• foneaatl•. 

Arri'ri.ag in Subte on 24 March, COmrt'ELLATION off-loecled the staff 

of Callllander. Carri•r Divteion Pive. A v .. k latel'. after •ix days at 

e.ea, the carrier IIIOOffl at the U.S. Naval Station, 1'okollulta, .Japan. 

Aorll. 
Mtifltt .. in YoluMuka wen fat-paced. 0-Divtstcm took aearly two 

day9 to lead •- 350 C1.'ated motorcycla into mapsinu a11d hangar bay. 

Supply took on maay tou of inclividually ordered merchanllia• amt the 

Glltire crw _,.,1ted on a rouad of ahoppf.ag and •iaht•et•a• 
2 April, luter SUDttay, WM COWITlt.LATIONt • day u host.... Vice 

Adld.nl MA.CIC• Coanaader Sevonth l'ltMat, was one of •01114t 250 vonhipera at 

a w:lacty nnri•• ••nice conducted on. the flight deck. At the coaelueton 

of th~ effV'lce, the ahtp bald Open ltouae for all bue •111Ployeee• An 

•tiated 2000 braftd chill winds to tour hangar bay• fliaht deck. and 

aircnft. aae.ened by offia11n from the ehip a\\CI air wing. 

lal'ly that moning oden arrived, directing the ship to retu:nt to 

Yankee ltati• to help atera the tide of the "Kaster offeutM." A 

l1Nr11 m.raculous perfol'111111Ce by the entire complement got CONSTILLATIOM 

tmdftwa, late the next aftal'IIOCm and on 8 April th• a:lr vtng flew m:la•tons 

in •1IP1'0rt of allied forcu at Aft. Loe and l'.oatua. l'or the r--.tffller of 

th• 111011t'h, the currrier read.Md on th• line,. cnmtd.1:ltlC.l by tvlmty 

undel'Wa, r11Plniahant• tn twenty-two dqs. 

On the 8th, atill on the firing line, Lt:. CUNMINl:mAM and Ltjg. 

DRISCOLL of l'iahter Sctaclron 96 ecored their ••coad MIC kill of the 

cmd.lle. Two 4&1• later the pair cO'Dl.leCted again, bla■ti11& thr• MIG' a 



frcm the sky to become the fint "acun of th• Vietnam conllict. Bit 

by a eurfaee-to--a.tr (SAK) rd.aetle. CUNWINGJWf piloted his aircraft out 
-

to the vater vb.ere the t'WO ejttet-4,. to be ptr..ked up by eearch-and-r•cu• 

hel.icoptera. 

Othft' pilot.a were not tdl• on that date, ae th• air wing garnered 

!1'"'41'1 MIC. vhtle the attack 9quadl'OIM!I cocatiaued to afford tiMly aupport 

to ra11ytq groual ton•. 
On 17 Hay, Ct.Ir~ T.R., W'ILfflf,;()N, Cffl!lllftll<Mt' of Attack Squadron 147, 

vu suuek by a SAM mleeile. He alao nuned his atr1\a aircraft over 

t'he water. and paraehutecl to •afety, narr•ly uuptng eapture by ena, 
boata vldeh were held at bay by C&mlOn fire fr0111 ctl'Cl.ina A.-7'•• 

On that same day OOWSTILLATION recei'Nd orden to Subic acaompanied 

by a .... ._. frea V:lee Aclm:tral T .J. WAtlOm., Coawmder Naval Air Pore•, 

"•eifte :ri...ts 
·~u the officen a.a 1181'1 of the CO'NSTILLA.TIOH and Attack Carrier Air 
Will.I lff.ne wmtW a wll-4••ned r•pite after 41 • .,.. cf com&at 
oparatlou, 1 acid 111T penoaal cougratulatiou aad adnd.ntioa to the 
--, ae•lad• yea hav6 earud., Al tbouah yout" outata'IUl!.ag MIO kill 
noord and the fint acea of the Vi•tnam war are in the limelight 
ad • utter ot areat pdd{! to all of u•, they in »o UrJ overshadow 
the--, other aue_..._., acored 'by COmma.LATION during the recent 
••a•iH •• line period. Well dou. 11 

On 19 May, after 47 ·-·at .... CONS'lELLATION put :lato SUb:lc Bay. 
After a brief atop in Sub1e, th• cu, .. ni.er i,rocMdecl to Sinaapore for 

a fotll'-d41 r .. t atop. II.en valuable and naCNaar, work.•• clone 011 th• 

aldp'• .-.aporaton to eaaur.-a an adequate aupply of freah water. During 

the 1IIO!lllth of May the .Unraft latenediate Mailltenaac• Departm•t aervio.ecl 

their J6,000!}! aircraft --,oaent. 

!_!!'!! 
Benning to Yaakee Station in early JUM, COltlTKLU.TIOI apeat a110thar 

two ..... oa tu ftr:tna line. Durin& this final actton. attaek alnraft 

dro,pe4 the 91.000!J,. bomb of the crd.••• On 15 June, the ahip pulled into 



Sotc 'briefly am again steamed for Yokoeuka, arriving on the 2~. 

After a short r•t in Yokosub, CONSTELLATION steamed for home. 

1be retUl'ft trtp wu a cheerful ti•, wf.th a Laa Vagas mght in the 

hangar bay and the Captain'• Cup athletic competition helping to paaa the 

ti•. On SJ. June the carrtu arrived in San Fra:aciaco to offload 

atnraft &ad oNaau.ee. 

~ 
Arri'Ying ta Sa Diego Oil 1 July, CONST'lt.LATION WU greeted by Viee 

Adld.ral v.n.r 8114 a pier filled with dependanta and frieada. On the 

lut day of the wmth, after four wNb of st-4-dOlfl'l an e:f.pt1Mk 

cmnhaul bega. • 

. ~..t 
1b.e nelhal conttmect throughout the WlOllth of Auguat. Du.riq this 

moath th• Comamd.udons DeparbNmt recei•ed the Naval Taetical Satellite 

Systllll, aabliDg hprwed CG1111Un1eatlom by UN of the tranaceiwr 

iutallad ooarcl, tn cooniaatioa with an orbttiag satellite. 

§9.,_.r 
In late Septllllber tlle elght.....,.ek overhaul vu completed. More than 

4 atlli• doll.an of work. bad been a4C011Plt.abed, •n than ta..,. prevf.oua 
caffier nuhal of like tluation. On the 27!!!_ of the aonth, CONSTELLATION 

'begea refreahar trai:aing (ID'TIA) to train nw crew umbers and r•fr•h the 

old. 

~.!! 
Befr•her Training contimaecl throuah the month of October,. On the 

281!_ tile •hip h•tad SOM 2.500 (IUMts - depead•ta aad frltmdll - 011 a 

Depenclcab Day C'tllf.ae. 

In Ncmnnber, OOMSTII.t.ATIOW ruwnad air operatiom in preparation foT 

dep1oymeat. 'l'h• third of 'Nov'amher aaw the ship return to port to take 011 

fr•h water and to place a grou, of 130 aailora ashore, d•igaatiq th• 



n. 

the ''COHSna.LATION Beach Detaduaent. '1 (See nspecial Problaa,--Encl II) 

CONSTILLATION aput 8-26 November :ln port. On the 17.~ DPSN Yilliam Jay 

Kl8S!LL wu married to the fomer Jean CltESP'tN in the ship's foreeatle. 

Capta:la J .D. WAID gave away the bride and Chaplain SCltlfllDD. performed 

the cer--,. On 24 Novellber CONSTELLATION completed Catl'ftUitll for the 

Coml>laed Pede'l."al Capa:lp; contrl.butiou fros the ahip'• company totalled 

•n than $17,000. 

Dec .... 

On 5 Decnber, CONS'l'ILU'rtON CO'IIID8IICM hH o,.ratioaal badtnua 

I•peetioa. Certif'i..t ready for eombat, the •hip vent to a manmum 

111,erty and lUft policy, prepariq for depl.oyment in early January. 

Duriag t1wt tnport ,.rtod the Jtngineerl.ng ».partlMlllt ude a valuable 

atclitioft. iMorporattag an Aviation 111•1 Oil Anal.yet. t.al,oratory into 

their operatioa. In this•- period the Aircraft Intuaediate Main­

t•-- Departllallt complet..t iaatallationa to support the BA-6B 
ainraft oa OOllSntLA.'l'ION .. The major part of thte installation con.sf.eta 

of thrN ftDII ....,.aftd frOlll the overhead :la the forward ••etioll of the 

BallP'I' lay. !h•• va• coatain the apeeial electnda tMt equi.,._t 

needed to ntJtain the pecmltar EA-61 weapon8 eyst• eompoaten.ta. 

Sped.al Intonation 

1. ntght Infonatlon 

<•> t.ananch• 1,n: 11,294 
(1,) !Aaunri• 1972: 14,414 

2. Unclerva, bplealehaanu 

(a) bceivtna: 16 
0,) Dellvma1: 8 
(ct) Vertical rt1Pl..Ulmata: 19 

3. Maclical Repot>t 

Total outpati•t referral• 23,149 
Ma11al• referral.a 189 
Flight '.Phyat.oale 192 
Othe~ c-,lete physical.a 1684 
tiad.ted Sem.cea 3572 
blrutiO'IIII 384 
01.aa•• ol'dend 1335 
hucripticms filled 11,720 



Commanding Officer 

USS CONSTELLATION 

Captain Lyle F. Bull, U. S. Navy 

Captain Lyle F. Bull was bom in Illinois on He graduated from Iowa State University 
in 1960 and began his Naval Career at orr1cer Csndidate School, NeWPort, Rhode Island. Upon commissioning in 
September 1960, he was assigned to flight training at Pensacola, Florida, and was ordered to VAH-123 at NAS 
Whidbey Island, Washington, where he was designated a Bombadier/Navigator in May 1961. After completing his 
assignment with VAH-123 Captain Bull was assigned to VAH-4 until March 1964. 

In November 1964, he reported to VAH-123 as an instructor in the A-3B Skywarrior. In January 1965, he was 
selected M one of six Bombadier/Navigators to be trained in the A-6A at VA-42, NAS Oceana, Virginia. In May 
1965, he returned to Whidbey Island to help establish VA-128, the first A-6A training squadron on the West Coast. 

Assigned M a replacement crew to VA-196 in August 1967, Captain Bull and his pilot took a replacement A-6A to 
USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64) on Yankee Station after three A-6A's were lost in a strike on Hanoi. 

From 1967 to 1970, Captain Bull flew 237 combat missions with VA-196 during three cruises, two aboard USS 
CONSTELLATION (CVA-64) and one aboard USS RANGER (CVA-61) 

In April 1970, Captain Bull was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations where he was Attack 
Weapons Systems Program Coordinator in the Aircraft requirement Section of DCNO (Air Warfare). While at the 
Pentagon, Captain Bull initiated the A-6E/A-7E TRAM Programs, which are now in the fleet. 

Captain Bull WM screened for command and received interim orders to VA-128 waiting retum to VA-196 as Executive 
Officer in July 1974 and subsequently, Canmanding Officer in June 1975. 

Following Captain Bull's tour as Comanding Officer of VA-196, he was assigned to the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) as 
the Air Operations Officer. 

In February 1978, he assumed command of VA-128, the West Coast A-6 Intruder replacement training squadron, after 
which he was assigned as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations for Carrier Group SEVEN which included duty as 
the first Carrier Group on station in the Indian Ocean during the Iranian hostage crisis. 

In February 1981, Captain Bull assumed the duties of Commanding Officer, USS SAN JOSE (AFS-7), then based in 
Alameda, California. In August 1981 USS SAN JOSE (AFS-7) changed homeport to Guam where Captain Bull was 
relieved on 3 August 1982. 

Among Captain Bull's awards are the Navy Cross, Distinguished Flying Cross, nineteen Strike-Flight Air Medals, 
seven Navy Commendation Medals for service in Vietnam, and the Meritorious Service Medal for his work on the A-
6E/A-7E TRAM Programs. 

Captain Bull is married to the former Diana Kay Stone, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lester R. Stone of East Moline, 
Illinois, They have four children, Ron, Vince, Bruce and Dell, three daughters-in-law, Gina, Sheri and Tacie, 
and two grandchildren, Jason and Lindsay. 
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