
SHIP'S MISSION 

Uni ted States Ship COMSTOCK (LSD 45) i s  t h e  f i f t h  sh ip  of  
t he  WHIDBEY ISLAND (LSD 41) c lass, and t h e  t h i r d  sh ip  o f  t h e  
c l ass  t o  serve i n  t he  P a c i f i c  F leet .  

COMSTOCK ' S  m i  s s i  on i s t o  t ranspor t  United States Marines 
w i t h  t h e i r  combat equipment t o  designated areas around t h e  world, 
and then t o  launch and support assau l t  landing c r a f t  and 
h ~ f i c o p t e r s  dur ing  amphibious operat ions against h o s t i l e  shores. 
COMSTOCK can ca r r y  fou r  o f  t he  new Landing C ra f t  A i r  Cushion 
IiCUCi. The t C A C  i s  an assau l t  hoverc ra f t  w i t h  t he  a b i l i t y  t o  
exceed 40 knots wh i le  ca r ry ing  a 60 t on  payload. Using t h i s  new 
c r a f t ,  CCIMSTOCK forces  w i l l  be ab le  t o  ca r r y  out  an amphibious 
assaul t  against  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  wider range of  beaches. 

COMSTOCE accomplishes her mission through t h e  use o f  a we l l  
deck which i s  f looded t u  embark and launch assau l t  c r a f t .  A f t e r  
l eav ing  t h e  ship,  t h e  assau l t  c r a f t  a re  d i rec ted  towards t he  
shore by t h e  s h i p ' s  Combat In format ion  Center. 

Ta prov ide cont inu ing support t o  t h e  assaul t  force,  COMSTOCK 
i s  equipped w i t h  t he  Navy's l a t e s t  advanced technology i nc l ud ing  
updated cammuni r a t i  an and combat systems, 20-ton and 60-ton 
cranes, expanded r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  two he l i cop te r  land ing areas, 
complete medical and denta l  f a c i l i t i e s  and an automated computer 
based supply system. 

IMMEDIfiTE SENIOR I N  COMMAND 

Commander, Amphibious Group THREE 

Commander, Amphibious Squadron SEVEN 

Comm'anding O f f i c e r ,  USS COMSTOCK (LSD 45) 

(R. H. Howe, CDR, USN/1110) 

CHRONOLOGY 

12 Jan 90 

- Avondale h u l l  number 50C3-250-2350 accepted i n t o  naval se rv i ce  
as COMSTOCK (LSD 451. 

- COMSTOCK moved from Avondale A lg i e r s  sh ip  yard t o  River  Walk 
downtown, New O r  1 eans, Loui 5 i  and f o r  commi s s i  on i  ng . 



03 Feb 90 

- A t  1164 COMSTDCK c o m m i s s i o n e d  i n t o  naval service. A t t e n d e e s  o f  
note: 

- GEN A. M. G r a y ,  Jr 23rd C o m m a n d a n t  of the U. S. MARINE CORPS 
- REP Lindy Eoggs C o n g r e s s w o m a n  f r o m  Louisiana 
- MRS A. M. G r a y  S h i p  's sponsor 
- VADM P. M. H e k m a n  COMNAVSEASYSCOM 
- VADM R. U. K i  hune COMNAVSURFPAC 
- RADM R. A. K. T a y l o r  Eeputy A s s i s t a n t  CND S u r f a c e  Warfare 
- RADM J. J. S w e e n e y  R e t i r e d  
- RADM E. R. Baker COMPHIBGRU THREE 
- MAJ GEN J. Pearson C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l  4 th  M a r i n e  A i r  Wing 
- CAPT J. C. D o n a h u e  COMSUPSHIPS N e w  O r l e a n s  LA.  
- CDR L. J. M a h o n e y  C h i e f  S t a f f  O f f i c e r ,  COMPHIBHON SEVEN 
- CDR R. H. H o w e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r ,  USS COMSTOCK L S D  45 
- LCDR J. K. M a l o n e y  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  USS COMSTOCK L S D  45 

05 Feb 90 

- U n d e r w a y  f r o m  R i v e r  Walk, d o w n t o w n  N e w  O r l e a n s  t o  A l g i e r s  ship 
yard. 

14-16 M a r  90 

- S u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  Propulsion E x a m i n i n g  board PAC FLT 1 i g h t  
o i f  e x a m i n a t i o n  (LOE) .  

29 M a r  90 

- U n d e r w a y  f r o m  A l g i e r s  shipyard enroute P a n a m a  C i t y ,  FL. 

30 W a r  90 

- A r r i v e d  P a n a m a  C i t y ,  F lo r ida .  E m b a r k e d  three Landing C r a f t  A i r  
C u s h i o n  (LCAC)  f o r  de l i ve r y  t o  A s s a u l t  C r a f t  U n i t  5, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. D e p a r t e d  P a n a m a  C i t y ,  FL. enroute C r i s t o b a l ,  
Panama.  

05 A p r  90 

- A r r i v e d  C r i s t o b a l ,  Panama.  Commenced  P a n a m a  C a n a l  t r ans i t .  

06 A p r  90 
- M o o r e d  Rodman ,  P a n a m a  t o  o f f l o a d  cargo. U n d e r w a y ,  continued 
t r ans i t  enroute Camp Pendleton, CA. 

10 A p r  90 

- A r r i v e d  i n  A c a p u l c o ,  M e x i c o  t o  conduct m e d e v a c  o+ P e t t y  O f f i c e r  
F i r s t  C l a s s  K e n n e t h  N i g h t p i p e  <possible heart  a t t ack ) .  D e p a r t e d  
ficapulca, upon c o m p l e t i o n  o f  m e d e v a c .  C o n t i n u e d  t r ans i t .  



16 Apr 90 

- ar r i ved  o f f  the coast of Camp Pendleton, CA. Launched the 
three LCAC'S (LC-16, LC-17, LC-24) f o r  de l i ve ry  t a  Assault Cra f t  
Un i t  5. HADM S. J. Clarey, COMPHIBGHU THREE ar r i ved  onboard t o  
inspect the new c r a f t .  

17 Apr 90 

- VADM H U Kihune, COMNAVSUHFPAC a r r i ves  onbaard COMSTOCK t o  
welcome maiden sea and anchor d e t a i l  t o  San Diego harbor. 
COMSTOCK a r r i ves  a t  her hameport, 3Znd Street  Naval Sta t ion San 
D i z g ~ ,  Cal i forn ia .  

07-11 May 90 

- Underway f o r  Independent Southern Ca l i f o rn ia  Operational Area 
ISOCAL OPAREA). Conducted l oca l  operations and engineering 
d r i l l s .  

14-16 May 90 

- Completed Mobile Training Team (MTT) inspect ian phase one. 

04 Jun 90 

- Underway f o r  Independent OPS SOCAL OPAHEA. 

07-15 Jun 90 

- Underway f o r  Combat Systems Surf ace Qua1 i f  i c a t i  on Test. 

18-19 Jun 90 

- Completed Aviat ion ass is t  v i s i t .  

26-29 Jun 90 

- Underway Independent SOCAL OPAREA. 

02-03 Jal  90 

- Completed F leet  Training Group t r a i n i n g  readiness evaluations. 

05 Ju l  90 

- Completed Aviat ion readiness evaluation. 

- Sea Cadets v i s i t  f o r  shipboard or ienta t ion.  



- C o m p l e t e d  w e t  w e l l  operations i n  SOCAL OPAREA. E m b a r k e d  120 
M i d s h i p m e n  f nr shipboard or ientat ion.  

24-27 Jul 90 

- C u m p l  eted M o b i l e  T r a i n i n g  T e a m  (MTT) phase three. 

- C o m p l e t e d  P r o p u l  s i  on E s a m i  n i  ng B o a r d  f ac i  f i c F L T  O p e r a t  i onai 
P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  E x a m i n a t i o n  (OPPE). 

- C o m p l e t e d  Board of Inspect ion and S u r v e y  ( INSURV)  f i n a l  
cont rac t  t r i a l s .  

- E m b a r k e d  COMPHIBRON ONE. 

27 A u g - 1 3  S e p  90 

- D e t a c h e d  COMPHIBRON ONE 
- C o m p l  eted SHAKEDOWN t r a i  n i  ng , S O C A i  OPAREA. 

14 S e p  90 

- C o m p l e t e d  D e p e n d e n t s  cruise, SUCAL OPAREA. 

15 S e p - 1 2  N o v  90 

- C o m p l e t e d  P l a n n e d  M a i n t e n a n c e  A v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  S o u t h w e s t  M a r i n e  
S h i p y a r d ,  S a n  D i e g o ,  CR. 

24 N o v - 2 5  N o v  90 

- T r a n s i t e d  f r o m  S a n  D i e g o  CA t o  S a n  Francisco CA f o r  a t r a i n i n g  
assist v i s i t  and p u b l i c  re la t i ons  v i s i t  t o  V i r g i n i a  C i t y ,  NV. 

30 N o v - 0 2  D e c  90 

- T r a n s i t  f r o m  S a n  Francisco, CA. t o  S E A L  OPAREA. 

03 D e c - 1  I D e c  90 

- P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  U m p h i b i o u s  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  i n  SOCAL OPAREA. 



Narrative 

COMSTOCK was t rans fe r red  t o  downtown New Orleans on 01 Feb 
1990. On 03 Feb 1990 COMSTOCK was commissioned and t h e  long wai t  
f a r  acceptance as a United States Ship was complete. A f t e r  t he  
ceremony, t h e  sh ip  was opened f o r  general v i s i t i n g  over t h e  
weekend; estimated attendance was approximately 6,000 people. 
Addi t i o n a l  l y ,  a Navy Ecumenical Service was given p ie r s i de  by 
CDR R ~ n n y  J. Hornsby which was a l so  open t o  the  publ ic .  

Our r e t u r n  from downtown New Orleans back t o  A lg i e r s  landing 
was extremely g ra t i f y i ng .  Now the  long haul was over and 
business a t  hand could be pursued. Operating as an e n t i t y  o f  t he  
U. S .  Navy had f i n a l l y  come and our f i r s t  t e s t  was LOE. On t h e  
f i r s t  t r y  we heeded more work i n  Damage Control, bu t  we qu ick ly  
recovered and passed on our second attempt. 

Upon t h e  successful completion o f  LOE we prepared f o r  our 
t r a n s i t  t o  San Diego. f i r s t  we loaded l i f t s  o f  oppor tun i ty  f o r  
d e l i v e r y  t o  Rodman Panama. Nest we completed our f i r s t  Sea and 
Anchor d e t a i l  under ships power down the  Miss iss ipp i  River. 
L a s t l y  we made preparat ions t o  load three LCACS a t  Panama C i t y ,  
FL. , and a f  i 1 oad a t  Camp Pendl eton , CA. 

COMSTOCK a r r i ved  i n  Panama C i t y  as scheduled. I n c l  imate 
weather precluded recovering t h e  LCAC whi le  moored as planned. 
As a r e s u l t  a l l  th ree LCAC were recovered underway 

Upon recovery o f  the  LCAC, COMSTDCK Commenced her t r a n s i t  
v i a  the  Panama Canal t o  Camp Pendleton, CA. 

A s  we neared t he  Panama Canal, the  excitement of  seeing t h i s  
magnif icent f e a t  o f  human endeavor was evident throughout t h e  
crew. During t he  t r a n s i t  t he  s h i p ' s  pub l i c  a f f a i r s  o f f i c e r  gave 
several b r i e f i n g s  on t he  area so t h a t  t he  crew could have some 
h i s t o r i c a l  background. The t r a n s i t  was long and t he  crew was 
t i r e d ,  but  i t  was conducted safe ly .  

We conducted a b r i e f  stop t o  o f f l o a d  cargo and passengers i n  
Rodman, Panama, Upon completion of t he  o f f  load UOHSTOCK was 
underway f o r  San Dieqo, Cal i f  o r n i  a. 

As we headed nor th,  our t r a i n i n g  schedule was arduous. 
Captain Howe i n s i s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  us b a t t l e  ready, " We must t r a i n  
l i k e  we f i g h t "  i s  h i s  motto, and assuredly, we d i d  so u n t i l  we 
got i t  r i g h t .  

Unfor tunate ly  one of our crewmembers, F i r s t  Class Pe t ty  
O f f i c e r , requ i red medevac t o  Acapulco, Mexico, due t o  
hear t  t rouble.  He was escorted by our Dental O f f i ce r ,  LCDR 

. Eventual ly  Pe t t y  O f f i c e r   recovered from t h i s  
inc iden t  and returned t o  the  sh ip  i n  San Diego, CA. 



The closer we got t o  Camp Pendleton, the more anxious the 
crew became t o  completing the LCAC de l i ve ry  and a r r i v a l  a t  t h e i r  
f u tu re  homeport. We o f f  loaded the  LCACS and headed on t o  San 
Diego harbor. The weather was unusual f o r  t h i s  happy occasion. 
It rained and the seas were rough, but i t  d i d n ' t  matter, we were 
a1 mast home. 

Admiral Kihune a r r i ved  onboard COMSTOCK jus t  o f f  San Diego 
harbor and welcomed COMSTOCK home. 

COMSTOCK was scheduled f o r  an ambitious post-commissioning 
period wi th  MTT, TRE, CSSBT, OFPE, INSURV, F ina l  Contract T r ia ls ,  
and Shakedown looming before us. To say the  least ,  we had our 
work cut  out f o r  us, but the crew pu l led  together as a team and 
successful ly passed one inspect ion a f t e r  another. Q f t e r  
Shakedown COMSTOCK was s.cheduled f o r  a Planned Maintenance 
A v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  complete warranty/guarantee work by South West 
Marine. 

Our deployment schedule a t  t h i s  po in t  was ostensib ly obscure 
because of the recent Desert Shield Operati on. Several possi bi e 
scenarios existed f o r  the largest  amphibious ARG s ince W W I I  and 
COMSTBCK was included a t  f i r s t ,  however our COMPHIBGRU THREE d id  
not want a l l  of  h i s  LSD 41 c lass ships deployed a t  the same time 
and COMSTOCK was backed out. 

Af ter  PMA we headed f o r  San Francisco, CA. We were 
scheduled f o r  several more inspect ions and t r a i n i n g  oppor tun i t ies  
mainly, PTRI, t r a i n i n g  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  San Francisco and 
4MFHIBREFTRA. PTHI was tough but Deck excelled. And f o r  the San 
Francisco po r t  v i s i t ,  many of the crew were able t o  attend 
+ i re- f ight ing schaal i n  add i t ion t a  v i s i t i n g  our sponsors f o r  
commissioning, i n  V i r g i n i a  Ci ty ,  NV. We j u s t  simply overwhelmed 
the AMPHIFBREFTRA inspectors wi th  our TEAMWORK, DRIVE, AND 
COURAGE. COMSTOCK had a very busy product ive and rewarding year. 




