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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96662-1710 5 7 5 7  

Ser 56/0$5 

1 3  FEB 1990 

From: Commanding Officer, USS CLEVELAND(LPD-7) 
To: Director of Naval History (OP-0989) , Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, D.C. 20375-0571 

Subj: COMMAND HISTORY CY 1989 

Ref : (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl: (1) Ship's description 
(2) Ship's history and combat experience 
(3) Commanding Officer's biography 
( 4 )  Executive Officer's biography 
( 5 )  Chronology of major operations for CY 1989 
(6) List of awards presented for CY 1989 
(7) COMNAVSURFPAC San Diego Ca 0200202 Jul 89 
(8) COMJTF-AK ELMENDORF AFB AK 1314002 Jul 89 
(9) COMNAVBEACHQRU ONE San Diego Ca 1819062 Aug 89 
(10) COMNAVSURFPAC San Diego Ca 1720202 Sep 89 
(11) COMPHIBRON THREE San Diego Ca 
(12) COMFLETRAQRU San Diego Ca 2023192 Nov 89 
(13) CINCPACFLT Pearl Harbor Hi 2001472 Dec 89 
( 14) Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 
(15) Photo of USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

1. In accordance with reference (a) , enclosures ( 1 )  through (15) are 
submitted as USS CLEVELAND'S Command History for Calender  yea^ 1989. 
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USS CLEVELAM) (LPD-7) 

USS CLEVELAND is the seventh in a series of LPD's designed to 
add a dimension to the Navy's troop and vehicle lift capability. 

Designated a Amphibious Transport Dock, the new vessel is a 
direct descendant of the Landing Ship Dock (LSD) of WORLD WAR 
TWO. Included in the ship's specification are features of the 
APA (ATTACK TRANSPORT) , the AKA (ATTACK CARGO SHIP) , and the LPH 
(AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT HELICOPTER). The CLEVELAND boasts a flight 
deck (LPH) , well deck (LSD), troop carrying ability (APA) , and 
cargo handling capability (AKA). In addition to these standard 
features, the ship is flag configured and provides spaces for an 
amphibious commander and an assault troop commander. 

CLEVELAND'S assault forces can be disembarked via helicopter or 
landing craft carried in the well deck. Intrinsically a part of 
the well deck operation is the ballasting system, which makes 
possible a maximum depth of twelve of feet of water in the after 
portion of the deck and five feet in the forward section. An 
accessory to the well deck operation is an overhead monorail 
crane system which permits rapid loading and unloading of 
palletized cargo at almost every point in the well deck and upper 
vehicle storage area. 

The late 1980's saw CLEVELAND become Marine Expeditionary Unit 
Special Operations Capable (MEUSOC). MEUSOC operations include 
Navy Seal Team and Marine Reconnaissance Team insertions. These 
insertions are carried out with small Rigid Raider Craft (RRC) 
and Combat Rubber Raider Craft (CRRC). The RRC's are inserted 
into the water with launch and recovery devices (LRD's) which are 
assembled and mounted on the sterngate in the well deck. The 
CRRC's are hand carried to the sterngate and inserted by lowering 
the sterngate into the water. Additionally, CLEVELAND has been 
fitted to carry two additional small boats, increasing it 
capability to four boats on deck. 

A1 though not specifically designed for helicopter 
transportation, CLEVELAND'S flight deck is large enough to permit 
simultaneous operation of two medium sized helicopters and can 
land a helicopter as large as the CH-53E. Other features include 
limited repair and maintenance for helicopters, a telescoping 
hangar, refueling rigs for aviation fuels, troop debarkation 
stations from the second deck troop stations to the catwalks, and 
primary debarkation control, which provides a centralized 
location for coordination and control of the offloading of men 
and material ashore. 

USS CLEVELAND is 561 feet long, has a maximum beam of 113 feet, 
and has a navigation draft of 24 feet, six inches. Full load 
displacement is 16,500 tons. The ship is armed with two twin 3-  
inch/50 caliber rapid fire mounts. 



The CLEVELAND'S allowance consists of 34 officers and 400 
enlisted men. In addition, the ship can carry approximately 850 
combat troops and 118 officers in the assault and flag force. 
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USS CdMUWD (LPD 7) was m n i s s i o n e d  i n  Apr i l  1967 a t  Norfolk, Virginia.  
C ~ V ~  is the  t h i r d  s h i p  to be mned a f t e r  t h e  C i t y  of Cleveland, Ohio. Ttle 
f i r s t  was a Protected Cruiser  (C-19) from 1903-1929 and t h e  second a Light Cruiser  
(-55) f r an  1942-1947. 

Subsequent to co;nnission, C L E W I D  cnanged homeport to San Diego, Cal i fornia  
wnere sne becane a ~nember of t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  Avhib ious  Forces. (XJ3-W has 
divided her time between l o c a l  opera t ions  i n  tne U s t e r n  P a c i f i c  and extend& 
deployments to Me Wescern Paci f ic .  CU- was usually assigned as part of the  
Marine A m ~ n i ~ i o u s  Ready Group and, with her embarked ~Narines, acted as an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of the  United S t a t e s  mi l i t a ry  e f f o r t  i n  Southeast Wia. I n  addi t ion  to 
par t i c ipa t ing  i n  numerous amphibious and mrbat support operat ions,  t h e  s h i p  served 
a s  Flagsnip f o r  amnander Amphibious Force, U.S. S d W m  Fleet .  

Deploying on her four th  WdSTPd Crulse i n  J u l y  1972, C M W D  continued ta 
demonstrate her v e r s a t i l i t y .  I n  August, AH-LJ "Cobra" attack he l i cop te r s  e r e  
embarked f o r  arnpnibious opera t ions  off  North Vietnam. I n  e a r l y  lkce~nber, tile s h i p  
sailed to Okinawa, disembarked t h e  Cobra de tachwnt  and embarked elements of Marine 
Ba t t a l ion  Landing Tedn 1/9. During t h i s  j?eriod, CW'VJ~LMD served as Flagship f o r  
Amphibious Ready Group commander. 

Upon t h e  Vietnam cease-rire i n  January 1973, W'VEWM) joined Task Force 78 i n  
tne  mine-clearing e f f o r t  of Haiphony Harbor, Operation End Sweep, followed by 
r e t u r n  to San Dieyo on 28 Apri l  1973. CLIWELNJ's next Western P a c i f i c  Deploflnents 
Mere froin w r i l  to November of 1374, &ril  to November 1976, March to Octooer 1978 
and January to J u l y  1980. 

Fran Aj?r il t o  October 1982, Ci,J3'VEWND again deployed to the Western P a c i f i c  anJ 
Indian Oceans f o r  her ninth overseas deploynent. During t h i s  deployment, CuWELMD 
par t i c ipa ted  i n  WQX '82 with u n i t s  of the Royal Aust ra l ian  Navy, t n e  Wyal  Navj 
of i e w  Zealand ana Canada, and tbe Jawese Xaritimne Self  Defense Force. I n  
addit ion,  CLE:VEKMil pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  KEADEX 82 and COBRA Gold '82, a j o i n t  operat ion 
with t h e  Royal Thai Navy. 

cL13-1) completed t w a  nnre overseas deployments froin September 1983 to i%rc&l 
1984 and August 1985 to December 1985. 

WWL) cornpletecl an extensive 9 ~nontlr overilaui period i n  mng Beach and 
returned to Sm Diego i n  W a r n e r  19815. ( 3 k V d i A U D  then assumed d u t i e s  as Flagship 
fo r  Umnanaer TdIRD F l e e t  i n  January 1988 and served u n t i l  Novanber lY8b. U p n  
coln2le t i o n  of  F i a g s n i p  d u t i e s ,  CLhV%AND completed a t n r e e  month Planned 
P1alntenailce t i t r a i l a b l ~ i t y  (&H) at  Soutnwest 'Marin? i n  San Diego. Two weeks a f t e r  
capletion of M, C L W M D  l e f t  for a two rrronth assignment to Prince d i l l i sn  
Sounu, ALasKa i n  support of iixxon oil  spiL1 cleanup e f f o r t s .  Since mnple t ion  of 
C L h ~ ~ l s  assignment to oi l  3~111 cleanup e f f o r t s ,  tdle sllip has been ac t ive ly  
invoived i n  prepara t ions  for  an e a r l y  January 199U Nestern P a c i f i c  Deployment. 

ZLr,'V.wND1 s 22 years  of distirlguisiled service  has a r n e d  ner two Her itar ious 
U n i t  C i t a t i o n s ,  t.ao Bat t le  E f f i c i e n c y  Awards, Coast Guard S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n s  
Service ;iiobon, Sea Service  Deployinent Ribbon ana t n e  Combat Action Ribbon. 



CHRONOLOGY OF OPERATIONS, USS CLEVELAND 1989 

1-8 JAN 

9--12 JA-N 

13-16 JAN 

17-20 JAN 

21-23 JAN 

24-25 JAN 

26 JAN - 3 MAY 
6 FEB - 5 MAY 
15 FEB - 3 MAY 

6 - 7 M A Y  

8 - 10 MAY 

1 1  - 14 MAY 

15 - 16 MAY 
17 - 24 MAY 

22 MAY - 8 JUN 
25 - 30 MAY 

31 MAY - 8 JUL 

6 JUL 

9 - 13 JUL 

14 - 16 JUL 
17 - 18 JUL 

19 - 30 JUL 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

ISE, Conducted ECC Drills in ~oukhern California 
Operations Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

ISE, Conducted ECC Drills in Southern California 
Operations Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

ISE, Successfully completed the Operational Propulsion 
Plant Examination in Southern California Operations 
Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

Planned Maintenance Availability 

Moored at Pier 3, Southwest Marine Shipyard, San 
Diego, Ca. for Planned Maintenance Availability 

ISE, Sea Trials in Southern California Operations 
Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

ISE, Southern California Operations Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

ISE, Southern California Operations Area 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 

Midshipmen Cruise 

Enroute Prince William Sound, Alaska. Embarked HMM 164 
CH-46 Helicopter Squadron 

Anchored Prince William Sound, Alaska. Assisted Exxon 
Corporation in Oil Spill Clean-up Operations 

Awarded U.S. Coast Guard Special Operations Service 
Ribbon for Oil Spill Clean-up Operations 

Enroute San Francisco, Ca. 

Port Call San Francisco, Ca. Ship Tours 

Enroute San Diego, Ca. 

Inport San Diego, Ca. 



31 JUL - 1 AUG Anchored off Coronado, Ca. Conducted ammunition 
transfer with USS Denver , 

2 - 3 AUG Anchored San Diego Bay, Training Readiness 
Evaluation 

4 - 6 AUG Inport San Diego, Ca. 

7 - 1 1  AUG ISE, Amphibious Refresher Training, Southern California 
Operations Area 

12 - 13 AUa Inport San Diego, Ca. 

14 - 18 AUG ISE, Amphibious Refresher Training, Southern California 
Operations Area 

19 AUG - 4 SEP Inport San Diego, Ca. 

28 AUG - 1 SEP Embarked MEU Service Support Group 15, Seal Team 1 
for Kernel Usher 89-3 

5 - 14 SEP Kernel Usher 89-3, Southern California Operations Area 

15 - 17 SEP Inport San Diego, Ca. 

15 SEP Air Readiness Evaluation 

17 SEP Awarded Two Battle Efficiency E's for JAN 1988 - JUN 
1989 Competitive Cycle 

18 SEP- 14 OCT PACEX 89-3, Kernel Potlatch, Aleutian Islands 
Operations Area 

15 - 29 OCT Inport San Diego, Ca. Formal 3M Inspection 

23 OCT Medical Readiness Evaluation 

30 OCT - 3 NOV ISE, Refresher Training, Southern California Operations 
Area 

4 - 5 NOV Inport San Diego, Ca. 

6 - 9 NOV ISE, Refresher Training, Southern California Operations 
Area 

10 - 12 NOV Inport San Diego, Ca. Embark MEU Service Support Group 
15, Seal Team 1 for SOCEX 

13 - 20 NOV SOCEX 89, Southern California Operations Area 

21 - 27 NOV Inport San Diego, Ca. Nuclear Weapons Assessment 
Team onboard for formal training 



28 - 29 NOV ISE, Commander Amphibious Squadron Nine Engineering 
Readiness Assessment, Southern California Operations 
Area 

30 NOV- 31 DEC Inport San Diego, Ca. 

5 - 22 DEC POM Availability 

12 DEC Formal Industrial Hygiene Survey 

12 DEC Dental Readiness Evaluation 

18 DEC Formal CMS Inspection 

20 DEC CLEVELAND receives Golden Anchor Award for Retention 
Excellence 



AWARDS PRESENTED DURING 1989 

The following personnel were promoted under the Command Advancement Program; 

DTl (SW)  ABH2 (AW)  
YN2(SW)  ABH3  

The following personnel were awarded a Flag Letter of Commendation: 

HMC  
ET1 (SW)   
AG1  
MM2  
MR2  
SH3  
MS3  
DC3  
FA  

GMC (SW)  BMC (SW)  
MR1 (SW)  OS1 (SW)  
HM1  MM1 (SW)  
MM2  MS1  
MS2  EM3  
BM3  MM3  
BM3  BM3  
DC3  HT3  
HM2  MS3  

The following personnel were awarded the Navy Achievement Medal: 

LT  
LT  
LTJG  
QMC (SW)  
BT1  
ABFl  
HT2 (SW)  
YN2(SW)  
HMC  

LT  
LT  
ENS  
PNCS (SW)  
ABH1 (AW)  
ABFC (AW)  
MS2  
ABH2  
MMC (SW)  

LT  
LT  
DCC (SW)  
MM1  
GYSGT  
DT1 (SW)  
MS3   
MR2  

The following personnel were awarded the Navy Commendation Medal: 

LCDR  LCDR  LT  
LTJG  YN1 (SW)  

The following people were awarded the Legion of Merit: 

Captain Richard S. Cloward 

The following people were selected as USS CLEVELAND'S Sailors of the 
Quarter : 

SENIOR SAILOR OF THE QUARTER SAILOR OF THE QUARTER 

MM1 (SW)  
SK1 (SW)  
ETl(SW1   
OS1 (SW)  

HM3  
MM3 (SW)  
BM2(SW)  
DT2 (SW)  

JUNIOR SAILOR OF THE QUARTER 

AN   
DN  
BTFN  
MMFN  

DTl(SW1  was selected as USS CLEVELAND'S Sailor of the Year 
for 1989. 




