
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAN FRANCISCO 96662-1 71 0 

J 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
To : Director o f  Naval H i s t o r y  (OP-09B9), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, DC 20374-0571 

Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY CY 1986 

Ref : (a)  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Encl :  (1) S h i p ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  
( 2 )  S h i p ' s  h i s t o r y  and combat e x p e r i e n c e  
(3 )  Commanding O f f i c e r s '  b iography 
( 4 )  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r s '  b iography 
(5)  Chronology o f  major o p e r a t i o n s ,  JAN-DEC 1986 

1. I n  accordance  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e s  (1) through  ( 5 )  are 
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USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7)  

A new t y p e  amphibious  w a r f a r e  s h i p ,  USS CLEVELAND is t h e  s e v e n t h  
i n  a series o f  LPD's d e s i g n e d  to  add a new d imens ion  to t h e  n a v y ' s  
t r o o p  and v e h i c l e  l i f t  c a p a b i l i t y .  

Des igna ted  an  Amphibious T r a n s p o r t  Dock, t h e  new v e s s e l  is a 
d i r e c t  d e s c e n d e n t  o f  t h e  Landing S h i p  Dock (LSD) o f  WORLD WAR 11. 
A l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  are f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  APA 
(ATTACK TRANSPORT), t h e  AKA (ATTACK CARGO SHIP),  and t h e  LPH 
(AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT HELICOPTER) . The CLEVELAND b o a s t s  a f l i g h t  deck 
and w e l l  deck (LSD), t r o o p  c a r r y i n g  a b i l i t y  (APA) and c a r g o  h a n d l i n g  
and s towage  c a p a b i l i t y  (AKA) . I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e s e  s t a n d a r d  f e a t u r e s ,  
t h e  s h i p  is f l a g - c o n f i g u r e d  and p r o v i d e s  spaces f o r  an  amphibious  
commander and an  a s s a u l t  t r o o p  commander. 

CLEVELAND comba tan t  p e r s o n n e l  c a n  b e  d isembarked  by l a n d i n g  c r a f t  
c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  s t e r n  w e l l  deck.  I n t r i n s i c a l l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  w e l l  deck 
o p e r a t i o n  is t h e  b a l l a s t i n g  sys tem,  which m a k e s  p o s s i b l e  a maximum 
d e p t h  o f  t w e l v e  f e e t  o f  water i n  t h e  a f t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  deck and 
f i v e  f e e t  i n  t h e  forward  s e c t i o n .  An a c c e s s o r y  to  t h e  w e l l  deck 
o p e r a t i o n  is an ove rhead  m o n o r a i l  c r a n e  sys tem,  which p e r m i t s  r a p i d  
l o a d i n g  and u n l o a d i n g  o f  p a l l e t i z e d  c a r g o  a t  almost e v e r y  p o i n t  i n  t h e  
w e l l  deck  and upper  v e h i c l e  s t o r a g e  area. 

Although n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
CLEVELAND'S f l i g h t  deck is l a r g e  enough to  p e r m i t  s i m u l t a n e o u s  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t w o  medium-sized h e l i c o p t e r s .  Other  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  
l i m i t e d  r e p a i r  and ma in tenance  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  a t e l e s c o p i n g  hangar ,  
r e f u e l i n g  r i g s  f o r  a v i a t i o n  f u e l s ,  t r o o p  d e b a r k a t i o n  s t a t i o n s  l e a d i n g  
from t h e  second deck  compartments  to  t h e  c a t w a l k s ,  and p r i m a r y  
d e b a r k a t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  which p r o v i d e s  c e n t r a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
c o o r d i n a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  o f f  l o a d i n g  o f  men and material 
a s h o r e .  

USS CLEVELAND is 569 f e e t  l ong ,  h a s  a maximum beam of 1 0 5  feet,  
and h a s  a n a v i g a t i o n a l  d r a f t  o f  2 1  feet,  s i x  i n c h e s .  F u l l  l o a d  
d i s p l a c e m e n t  is 16,500 t o n s .  The s h i p  is armed w i t h  t w o  t w i n  3- 
inch/50 c a l i b e r  r a p i d  f i r e  gun mounts. 

The CLEVELAND'S a l l o w a n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  some 26 o f f i c e r s  and 400 
e n l i s t e d  men. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s h i p  c a n  c a r r y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  850 
combat t r o o p s  and 1 1 8  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  a s s a u l t  and f l a g  f o r c e .  



BRIEF HISTORY AND COMBAT EXPERIENCE 

uss CLEVELAND is t h e  t h i r d  s h i p  to b e  named a f t e r  t h e  c i t y  o f  
C l e v e l a n d ,  Ohio. The f i r s t  was a P r o t e c t e d  C r u i s e r  (C-19) 1903-1929, 
w h i l e  t h e  second was a L i g h t  C r u i s e r  (CL-55) 1942-1947. The p r e s e n t  
CLEVELAND was d e s i g n e d  to add a new d imens ion  to  t h e  Navy 's t r o o p  and 
v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t  c a p a b i l i t y .  

A f t e r  h e r  commissioning i n  A p r i l  1967 a t  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a ,  
CLEVELAND s a i l e d  to  t h e  W e s t  Coas t  and assumed h e r  d u t i e s  as  a u n i t  o f  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  P a c i f i c  F l e e t .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  s h i p  h a s  d i v i d e d  h e r  
t i m e  between local o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  area o f  h e r  home p o r t  and 
ex tended  dep loyment s  to  t h e  Western  P a c i f i c .  During t h o s e  
deployments ,  CLEVELAND was u s u a l l y  a s s i g n e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Mobile  
Amphibious Ready Group and,  w i t h  h e r  embarked Mar ines ,  a c t e d  a s  an  
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  to p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  numerous amphibious  and combat s u p p o r t  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s h i p  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  Commander 
Amphibious Force ,  U. S. SEVENTH F l e e t .  

Deploying on h e r  f o u r t h  WESTPAC C r u i s e  i n  J u l y ,  1972,  CLEVELAND 
c o n t i n u e d  to  show h e r  v e r s a t i l i t y .  I n  August ,  t h e  s h i p  embarked AH-1J 
"COBRA" a t t a c k  h e l i c o p t e r s  o f  Marine A t t a c k  Helo Squadron 369, and f o r  
t h e  f o u r  months t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  CLEVELAND o p e r a t e d  o f f  t h e  coast o f  
North Vietnam. I n  e a r l y  December, t h e  s h i p  s a i l e d  t o  Okinawa, 
d isembarked  t h e  Cobra,  and embarked e l e m e n t s  o f  Marine B a t t a l i o n  
Landing Team 1/9.  With Mar ines  aboa rd ,  CLEVELAND was f l a g s h i p  o f  t h e  
Amphibious Ready Group Commander t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r  iod .  

J a n u a r y  1973 b r o u g h t  t h e  Vietnam c e a s e - f i r e ,  and CLEVELAND j o i n e d  
Task F o r c e  78 i n  t h e  mine -c lea r ing  e f f o r t  o f  Haiphong Harbor ,  named 
OPERATION END SWEEP. The s h i p  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  major 
o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  h e r  r e t u r n  to San Diego on A p r i l  28,  1973. 
CLEVELAND'S n e x t  WESTPAC dep loyment s  were from A p r i l  t o  November o f  
1974,  A p r i l  to  November 1976,  March to  October  1978,  and J a n u a r y  to  
J u l y  1980. A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  an  e x t e n s i v e  o v e r h a u l  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  
CLEVELAND r e t u r n e d  to  h e r  home port o f  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  i n  J u n e  
o f  1981. 

From A p r i l  to October  1982,  CLEVELAND a g a i n  dep loyed  to  t h e  
Western  P a c i f i c  and I n d i a n  Oceans f o r  h e r  n i n t h  o v e r s e a s  deployment ,  
d u r i n g  which s h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
RIMPAC '82,  a n  Amphibious O p e r a t i o n  o f f  t h e  coast o f  H a w a i i  d u r i n g  
which CLEVELAND and o t h e r  U. S. Navy u n i t s  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  u n i t s  o f  t h e  
Royal  A u s t r a l i a n  Navy, t h e  Royal  Navy o f  N e w  Zealand and Canada, and 
t h e  J a p a n e s e  Maritime S e l f  Defense  Force .  CLEVELAND also p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  r e a d e x  '82 o f f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  I w o  Jima, and COBRA GOLD '82 ,  a j o i n t  
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Royal  T h a i  Navy o f f  t h e  coast o f  S o u t h e r n  Tha i l and .  

USS CLEVELAND comple ted  t w o  more o v e r s e a s  deployments .  September 
1983 to  March 1984,  and from August  1985 to  December 1985. She 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  o u t s t a n d i n g  a b i l i t i e s  i n  maneuvering and s u p p o r t  
o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  deployments .  V a l i a n t  Usher p roved  to  be 
v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h  t h e  combined e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  embarked m a r i n e s  o f  
BLT 1/9 and t h e  crew o f  t h e  CLEVELAND. Undergoing h e r  f i r s t  f o u r -  
month c r u i s e ,  CLEVELAND and h e r  crew s t i l l  en joyed  s e v e r a l  b e a u t i f u l  
p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g :  Hong Kong, The Repub l i c  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
F r e e m a n t l e  
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. r a l i a ,  Penang Malays ia ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  and P e a r l  Harbor ,  H a w a i i .  
USS CLEVELAND h a s  j u s t  comple ted  an  e x t e n s i v e  r e g u l a r  o v e r h a u l  i n  

Beach, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and a g a i n  r e t u r n e d  to h e r  home p o r t  o f  San 
-0, C a l i f o r n i a  i n  December 1986. 
USS CLEVELAND r e c e i v e d  t h e  combat a c t i o n  r i b b o n  i n  1972 and two 

m e r i t o r i o u s  u n i t  c i t a t i o n s  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  pe r fo rmance  i n  t h e  Vietnam 
t h e a t r e  i n  1968. 



CHRONOLOGY OF OPERATIONS, USS CLEVELAND 1986 

1 6  DEC 85 - 08 J A N  86 Moored STBD s i d e  to  P i e r  5 ,  NAVSTA, San 
Diego. P o s t  deployment standdown and 
upkeep. 

8 J A N  

8-15 J A N  

Moved dead s t i c k  t o  P i e r  1 2  NAVSTA, San 
Diego, CA. 

Moored STBD s i d e  to  P i e r  1 2  NAVSTA San 
Diego, CA. 

1 5  - 1 7  J A N  Underway f o r  ISE i n  SOCAL OP area 

1 8  JAN - 20 FEB Moored P o r t  S i d e  to  P i e r  11 NAVSTA San 
Diego, CA. 

20 - 21 FEB Underway f o r  ISE i n  SOCAL OP A r e a  

2 1  FEB - 20 MAR Moored STBD s i d e  to  P i e r  1 0 ,  NAVSTA San 
Diego, CA. 

1 0  MAR Commenced a n n u a l  3M I n s p e c t  ion  

14  MAR 

1 7  - 1 9  MAR 

S h i p  s u c c e s s f u l l y  passed  a n n u a l  3M 
I n s p e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  o v e r a l l  g r a d e  o f  79%. 

Received Command I n s p e c t i o n  a c h i e v i n g  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  i n  a l l  areas 

20 MAR Underway f o r  Long Beach, CA. 

2 1  MAR 

21 MAR 

21 - 3 1  MAR 

3 1  MAR 

3 1  MAR - 02 APR 

0 1  - 02 APR 

02 APR 

02 - 22 APR 

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Naval G u n f i r e  Suppor t  
e x e r c i s e  o f f  San Clemente I s l a n d .  
Received g r a d e  of  96% i n  f i r i n g  
e x e r c i s e .  

Ar r ived  Long Beach CA. Naval S h i p  ya rd  

Moored STBD s i d e  t o  Echoe P i e r  Long 
Beach Naval S h i p  Yard, Long Beach, CA. 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  commenced f o r  s t a r t  up o f  
r e g u l a r  o v e r h a u l  (ROH) . 
Depar t  f o r  S e a l  Beach CA. 

Moored STBD s i d e  to Ammo P i e r  Naval 
Weapons S t a t i o n ,  S e a l  Beach CA. 

Off loaded a l l  remaining s h i p s  
ammunit ion.  

Returned to  Long Beach Naval S h i p  Yard, 
Long Beach, CA. Commenced ROH. 

Moored STBD s i d e  to  P i e r  2 Long Beach 

ENCLOSURE ( 5 1 
-* 



N a v a l  S h i p y a r d ,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA. 

18 APR 

22 APR 

22 APR - 1 2  AUG 

2 4  APR 

1 2  AUG 

1 2  AUG - 1 2  NOV 

0 6  - 1 0  OCT 

1 2  - 1 3  NOV 

13 NOV 

13  NOV - 0 8  DEC 

0 8  DEC 

0 9  DEC 

0 9  - 31 DEC 8 6  

LCDR D. C. NELMS received CDR J. J. D a y  
as  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r .  

USS CLEVELAND placed i n  d r y d o c k  1 L o n g  
B e a c h  N a v a l  Shipyard,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  Ca.  

USS CLEVELAND r e s t i n g  on k e e l  b l o c k s  i n  
d r y d o c k  1 L o n g  B e a c h  N a v a l  Shipyard, 
L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA. 

USS CLEVELAND celebrates 1 9 T H  B i r t h d a y  
w i t h  c a k e  c u t t i n g  ceremony on crew's 
b e r t h i n g  barge. 

USS CLEVELAND leaves d r y d o c k  1 L o n g  
B e a c h  N a v a l  Shipyard,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA. 

M o o r e d  STBD side to P i e r  1 L o n g  B e a c h ,  
CA . 
Ship underwent  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  passed 
l i g h t - o f f  examinat ion 

S h i p  underway for SOCAL OP area for sea 
t r i a l s .  

S h i p  re turned  to L o n g  B e a c h  N a v a l  Ship  
Y a r d ,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA. 

Moored P o r t  s ide to  P i e r  1 L o n g  B e a c h  
N a v a l  S h i p  Y a r d ,  L o n g  B e a c h ,  CA. 

D e p a r t e d  L o n g  B e a c h  CA. e n r o u t e  to  San 
D i e g o ,  CA. C o m p l e t e d  ROH. 

A r r i v e d  NAVSTA San D i e g o ,  CA. 

M o o r e d  port  side to  P i e r  1 0 ,  NAVSTA San 
D i e g o ,  CA. H o l i d a y  standdown period. 

ENCLOSURE ( S- ) 


