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USS CLEVELAND (LPD 7)

A new type amphibious warfare ship, USS CLEVELAND is the seventh
in a series of LPD's designed to add a new dimension to the navy's
troop and vehicle 1lift capability.

Designated an Amphibious Transport Dock, the new vessel is a
direct descendent of the Landing Ship Dock (LSD) of WORLD WAR II.

Also incorporated in the ship's specifications are features of the APA
(ATTACK TRANSPORT), the AKA (ATTACK CARGO SHIP), and the LPH
(AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT HELICOPTER). The CLEVELAND boasts a flight deck
and well deck (LSD), troop carrying ability (APA) and cargo handling
and stowage capability (AKA). In addition to these standard features,
the ship is flag-configured and provides spaces for an amphibious
commander and an assault troop commander.

CLEVELAND combatant personnel can be disembarked by landing craft
carried in the stern well deck. Intrinsically a part of the well deck
operation is the ballasting system, which makes possible a maximum
depth of twelve feet of water in the after portion of the deck and
five feet in the forward section. An accessory to the well deck
operation is an overhead monorail crane system, which permits rapid
loading and unloading of palletized cargo at almost every point in the
well deck and upper vehicle storage area.

Although not specifically designed for helicopter transportation,
CLEVELAND's flight deck is large enough to permit simultaneous
operation of two medium-sized helicopters. Other features include
limited repair and maintenance for helicopters, a telescoping hangar,
refueling rigs for aviation fuels, troop debarkation stations leading
from the second deck compartments to the catwalks, and primary
debarkation control, which provides centralized location for the
coordination and control of the off loading of men and material
ashore.

USS CLEVELAND is 569 feet long, has a maximum beam of 105 feet,
and has a navigational draft of 21 feet, six inches. Full load
displacement is 16,500 tons. The ship is armed with two twin 3-
inch/50 caliber rapid fire gun mounts.

The CLEVELAND's allowance consists of some 26 officers and 400
enlisted men. In addition, the ship can carry approximately 850
combat troops and 118 officers in the assault and flag force.

"ENCLOSURE ( / )




BRIEF HISTORY AND COMBAT EXPERIENCE

USS CLEVELAND is the third ship to be named after the city of
Cleveland, Ohio. The first was a Protected Cruiser (C-19) 1903-1929,
while the second was a Light Cruiser (CL-55) 1942-1947. The present
CLEVELAND was designed to add a new dimension to the Navy's troop and
vehicle transport capability.

After her commissioning in April 1967 at Norfolk, Virginia,
CLEVELAND sailed to the West Coast and assumed her duties as a unit of
the United States Pacific Fleet. Since then, the ship has divided her
time between local operations in the area of her home port and
extended deployments to the Western Pacific. During those
deployments, CLEVELAND was usually assigned as part of the Mobile
Amphibious Ready Group and, with her embarked Marines, acted as an
integral part of the United States military effort in Southeast Asia.
In addition to participating in numerous amphibious and combat support
operations, the ship has served as flagship for the Commander
Amphibious Force, U. S. SEVENTH Fleet.

Deploying on her fourth WESTPAC Cruise in July, 1972, CLEVELAND
continued to show her versatility. In August, the ship embarked AH-1J
"COBRA" attack helicopters of Marine Attack Helo Squadron 369, and for
the four months that followed, CLEVELAND operated off the coast of
North Vietnam. In early December, the ship sailed to Okinawa,
disembarked the Cobra, and embarked elements of Marine Battalion
Landing Team 1/9. With Marines aboard, CLEVELAND was flagship of the
Amphibious Ready Group Commander throughout this period.

January 1973 brought the Vietnam cease-fire, and CLEVELAND joined

Task Force 78 in the mine-clearing effort of Haiphong Harbor, named
OPERATION END SWEEP. The ship continued participating in this major
operation until her return to San Diego on April 28, 1973.
CLEVELAND's next WESTPAC deployments were from April to November of
1974, April to November 1976, March to October 1978, and January to
July 1980. After completing an extensive overhaul in San Francisco,
CLEVELAND returned to her home port of San Diego, California in June
of 1981.

From April to October 1982, CLEVELAND again deployed to the
Western Pacific and Indian Oceans for her ninth overseas deployment,
during which she participated in various military exercises, including
RIMPAC '82, an Amphibious Operation off the coast of Hawaii during
which CLEVELAND and other U. S. Navy units operated with units of the
Royal Australian Navy, the Royal Navy of New Zealand and Canada, and
the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force. CLEVELAND also participated
in readex '82 off the Island of Iwo Jima, and COBRA GOLD '82, a joint
operation with the Royal Thai Navy off the coast of Southern Thailand.

USS CLEVELAND completed two more overseas deployments. September
1983 to March 1984, and from August 1985 to December 1985. She
demonstrated outstanding abilities in maneuvering and support
operations throughout the deployments. Valiant Usher proved to be
very successful with the combined efforts of the embarked marines of
BLT 1/9 and the crew of the CLEVELAND. Undergoing her first four-
month cruise, CLEVELAND and her crew still enjoyed several beautiful
ports including: Hong Kong, The Republic of the Philippines,
Freemantle
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Australia, Penang Malaysia, Singapore, and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

USS CLEVELAND has just completed an extensive regular overhaul in
Long Beach, California, and again returned to her home port of San
Diego, California in December 1986.

USS CLEVELAND received the combat action ribbon in 1972 and two

meritorious unit citations for outstanding performance in the Vietnam
theatre in 1968.
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CHRONOLOGY OF OPERATIONS, USS CLEVELAND 1986

16 DEC 85 - 08 JAN 86

8 JAN

8-15 JAN

15 - 17 JAN

18 JAN - 20 FEB

20 - 21 FEB

21 FEB - 20 MAR

10 MAR

14 MAR

17 - 19 MAR

20 MAR

21 MAR

21 MAR

21 - 31 MAR

31 MAR

31 MAR - 02 APR

01 - 02 APR

02 APR

02 - 22 APR

Moored STBD side to Pier 5, NAVSTA, San
Diego. Post deployment standdown and
upkeep.

Moved dead stick to Pier 12 NAVSTA, San
Diego, CA.

Moored STBD side to Pier 12 NAVSTA San
Diego, CA.

Underway for ISE in SOCAL OP area

Moored Port Side to Pier 11 NAVSTA San
Diego, CA.

Underway for ISE in SOCAL OP Area

Moored STBD side to Pier 10, NAVSTA San
Diego, CA.

Commenced annual 3M Inspection

Ship successfully passed annual 3M
Inspection with an overall grade of 79%.

Received Command Inspection achieving
satisfactory results in all areas

Underway for Long Beach, CA.
Participated in Naval Gunfire Support
exercise off San Clemente Island.
Received grade of 96% in firing
exercise.

Arrived Long Beach CA. Naval Ship Yard
Moored STBD side to Echoe Pier Long
Beach Naval Ship Yard, Long Beach, CA.
preparations commenced for start up of
regular overhaul (ROH) .

Depart for Seal Beach CA.

Moored STBD side to Ammo Pier Naval
Weapons Station, Seal Beach CA.

Off loaded all remaining ships
ammunition.

Returned to Long Beach Naval Ship Yard,
Long Beach, CA. Commenced ROH.

Moored STBD side to Pier 2 Long Beach
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18 APR
22 APR

22 APR - 12 AUG

24 APR

12 AUG

12 AUG - 12 NOV

06 - 10 OCT
12 - 13 NoOV
13 NOV

13 NOV - 08 DEC

08 DEC

09 DEC

09 - 31 DEC 86

Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, CA.

LCDR D. C. NELMS received CDR J. J. Day
as Executive Officer.

USS CLEVELAND placed in drydock 1 Long
Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, Ca.

USS CLEVELAND resting on keel blocks in
drydock 1 Long Beach Naval Shipyard,
Long Beach, CA.

USS CLEVELAND celebrates 19TH Birthday
with cake cutting ceremony on crew's
berthing barge.

USS CLEVELAND leaves drydock 1 Long
Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, CA.

Moored STBD side to Pier 1 Long Beach,
CA.

Ship underwent and successfully passed
light-off examination

Ship underway for SOCAL OP area for sea
trials.

Ship returned to Long Beach Naval Ship
Yard, Long Beach, CA.

Moored Port side to Pier 1 Long Beach
Naval Ship Yard, Long Beach, CA.

Departed Long Beach CA. enroute to San
Diego, CA. Completed ROH.

Arrived NAVSTA San Diego, CA.

Moored port side to Pier 10, NAVSTA San
Diego, CA. Holiday standdown period.
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