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1. This r e p o r t  i s  submit ted as an  account of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) dur ing  CY-1977. CLEVELAND en te red  
r e g u l a r  overhaul  a t  t h e  Long Beach. Naval Shipyard,  Long 
Beach, C a l i f o r n i a  on 1 4  January 1 9 7 7  and remained a t  t h e  
LBNSY u n t i l  2 0  September 1977 a t -which  t i m e  t h e  Post-ROH 
shakedown pe r iod  commenced wi th  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  Homeport 
of San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a .  CLEVELAND remained i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of San Diego conducting l o c a l  ope ra t ions  dur ing  
t h e  balance of CY-1977. 



COMMAND HISTORY, USS CLEVELAND UPD-7) CY-1977 

USS CLEVELAND commenced 1977 by making f i n a l  p repa ra t ions  
f o r  h e r  Regular Overhaul, which began on 14  January 1977 a t  
t h e  Long Beach Naval Shipyard,  Long Beach, C a l i f o r n i a .  

On 1 2  January CLEVELAND, towed by USS MOLALA (ATF-106) 
depar ted  h e r  homeport of San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  en rou te  t o  
t h e  Long Beach Naval Shipyard.  A f t e r  a  b r i e f  s t o p  a t  Naval 
Weapons S t a t i o n ,  S e a l  Beach, C a l i f o r n i a  f o r  o f f - load  of  a l l  
ammunition on 1 3  January,  CLEVELAND was t h e n  towed t h e  s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  between S e a l  Beach and Long Beach and moored a t  P i e r  
#6, Naval Support A c t i v i t y ,  Long Beach, where she  commenced 
i n i t i a l  p repa ra t ions  f o r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  Long Beach Naval Ship- 
yard and t h e  commencement of  what w a s  t o  be an e i g h t  and 
one-half month r e g u l a r  overhaul .  

The shipyard work commenced on schedule  on 1 4  January wi th  
t h e  r i g g e r s  and va r ious  o t h e r  workers from t h e  sh ipyard  shops 
s e t t i n g  up t h e  suppor t  systems,  i . e .  temporary f i r e  and 
f l u s h i n g  water p ip ing  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a d d i t i o n a l  
e l e c t r i c a l  j unc t ion  boxes and LP compressed a i r  l i n e s  and 
manifolds throughout  t h e  s h i p .  Also a d d i t i o n a l  vent-  
i l a t i o n  systems were added which would be necessary t o  
suppor t  a f u l l  scale sh ipyard  overhaul .  I n  o rde r  t o  suppor t  
t h e  Sh ip ' s  Force workload and t o  more e a s i l y  coord ina te  t h e  
work t o  be accomplished on board CLEVELAND by sh ipyard  
workers,  commencing 1 7  January,  working hours were extended 
from 0 7 0 0  t o  1630. The fo l lowing  day began wi th  an i n f l u x  
of sh ipyard  personnel  from most a l l  of t h e  sh ipyard  shops 
and an A r r i v a l  Conference was h e l d  i n  t h e  Wardroom between 
des igna ted  Sh ip ' s  Force personnel  and key sh ipyard  super-  
v i s o r y  personnel .  A t  t h i s  same t ime CLEVELAND'S Supply 
Department began i t s  massive SOAP (Supply Overhaul Ass i s t ance  
Program) o f f l o a d  of  a l l  s p a r e  p a r t s ,  and most o t h e r  supply- 
r e l a t e d  i s s u e  i t e m s .  This  ambit ious  job was completed by 
2 1  March wi th  a l l  removed material being placed i n  s t o r a g e  
warehouses ashore  f o r  inventory  procedures r e l a t e d  t o  a  
SOAP i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  t h e  s h i p ' s  ROH. 

The pe r iod  from mid-January t o  e a r l y  March saw most of 
CLEVELAND'S main propuls ion  machinery, p ip ing  and va lves  
disassembled and removed t o  t h e  va r ious  shops f o r  re-working. 
Add i t iona l ly ,  a l l  b a l l a s t  t a n k s  were opened and cleaned i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and p a i n t i n g .  

On 2 March, a f t e r  a b r i e f  postponement, CLEVELAND was 
moved t o  Dry Dock #1 and docked. The fo l lowing  day s a w  
t h e  commencement of t h e  underwater h u l l ,  r udde r ,  screw and 
maintenance phase of t h e  overhaul  commence. On 1 2  March 
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t h e  Mess Decks w e r e  c lo sed  f o r  e x t e n s i v e  re-work and t h e  
complete r e - su r fac ing  of  t h e  e n t i r e  deck area along wi th  
t h e  Gal ley ,  Bake Shop, Vegetable P repa ra t ion  Room and 
Scu l l e ry .  

CLEVELAND w a s  undocked on 1 2  May a f t e r  spending almost 
two and one-half months i n  t h e  dock and t h e  s h i p  w a s  moved 
p i e r s i d e  f o r  con t inua t ion  of  yard  and S h i p ' s  Force overhaul  
jobs .  

On 25 May t h e  completely r e f u r b i s h e d  Mess Decks were 
once a g a i n  opened t o  Sh ip ' s  Company - t h i s  was commemorated 
by a r ibbon  c u t t i n g  ceremony and by a huge cake s p e c i a l l y  
prepared f o r  t h e  occasion.  The opening and cake c u t t i n g  
ceremony were witnessed by numerous v i s i t o r s  and Captain 
James J. Ridge, USN, Commanding Of f i ce r ,  s l i c e d  t h e  f i r s t  
p i e c e  of cake.  

From 1 3  June t o  2 2  June t h e  Sh ip ' s  M a t e r i a l  In spec t ion  
w a s  conducted i n  #1 and # 2  Main Machinery Spaces and a l s o  
i n  #1 and # 2  Shaf t  Al leys .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  #1 and #2  
Emergency Diese ls  w e r e  t e s t e d  a long  wi th  a l l  Af t e r  S t e e r i n g  
machinery. 

The las t  p a r t  of June and t h e  month of J u l y  s igna led  
t h e  commencement of Main Propuls ion Equipment r e - i n s t a l -  
l a t i o n  and t e s t i n g  of  t h e  va r ious  components. The month 
of J u l y  ended wi th  t h e  i n p o r t  r e f u e l i n g  of CLEVELAND i n  
p repa ra t ion  f o r  i n i t i a l  l i g h t - o f f  and f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g /  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s h i p ' s  b o i l e r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  p ip ing  
systems. This was accomplished on schedule  and CLEVELAND 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  conducted h e r  f i r s t  Fas t  Cruise  on 9 August. 

On 1 3  August concur ren t  w i th  t h e  overhaul  work, CLEVELAND 
was awarded s e v e r a l  Type Commander's Departmental Excel lence 
Awards. The Avia t ion  Department w a s  awarded t h e  yellow "E" 
f o r  Excel lence;  Operations Department t h e  green "E" and 
Communications t h e  green  "C" . 

The 1 7 t h  of August saw CLEVELAND'S second Fas t  Cru ise  
completed and f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Light  O f f  Exami- 
n a t i o n  (LOE) i n  t h e  # 2  Main Machinery Space. This  
e v o l u t i o n  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed and t h e  s h i p  
r ece ived  t h e  Type Commander's c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  number 
# 2  w a s  " s a f e  t o  steam." 

The 1 8 t h  of August s igna led  a b r i e f  pause i n  t h e  busy 
p repa ra t ions  for'CLEVELAND1s r e t u r n  t o  steaming cond i t ion .  
An a l l  hands s h i p  c l ean  up and f l i g h t  deck d r e s s i n g  w a s  
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undertaken i n  p r t , a r a t ion  f o r  the Change of ;nmand scheduled 
f o r  t h e  fo l lowing  day. On Fr iday ,  19'August  Captain James 
J. RIDGE, USN w a s  r e l i e v e d  as commanding O f f i c e r  by Captain 
Richard J. CAVICKE, USN who on t h i s  day became t h e  9 th  
Commanding O f f i c e r  of USS CLEVELAND. The p r i n c i p a l  
speaker  a t  t h e  ceremony w a s  Captain D. T. BRIDGE, USN , 
Commander Amphibious Squadron THREE and t h e  ranking  Flag 
Officer i n  a t tendance  w a s  RADM R. A. PADDOCK, USN,  Commander 
Amphibious Group, Eas t e rn  P a c i f i c .  

On t h e  fo l lowing  Monday a l l  hands r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s h i p ' s  
busy schedule  of p repa r ing  #1 Main Machinery Space f o r  t h e  
Light O f f  Examination. This  second s i m i l a r  e v o l u t i o n  t o  
t h e  f i r s t ,  w a s  conducted on 25-26 August and c e r t i f i e d  by 
TYCOM r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  CLEVELAND w a s  now ready t o  l i g h t  
off  and steam a l l  main machinery and a u x i l i a r y  components 
a f t e r  7 months of overhaul  a c t i v i t y ,  

P repa ra t ions  f o r  Dock Trials cont inued du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  of September and on 8 September, af ter  e a r l y  morning 
l i g h t  o f f  of the b o i l e r s ,  the "Spec ia l  Sea E Anchor De ta i l "  
w a s  sounded and t h e  s h i p  commenced h e r  f irt  Dock T r i a l s  
combined wi th  a t h i r d  Fas t  Cruise .  This  evo lu t ion  w a s  
completed without  i n c i d e n t ;  CLEVELAND w a s  r a p i d l y  approaching 
t h e  day t h a t  a l l  mooring l i n e s  would b e  t a k e n  i n  and s h e  
would once a g a i n  b e  underway on s h i p ' s  power. P a r a l l e l i n g  
t h e  p repa ra t ions  f o r  steaming CLEVELAND, t h e  Supply Depart- 
ment commenced t h e i r  SOAP backload of thousands of l i n e  
supply r e p a i r  p a r t s  and o t h e r  i t e m s  which had p rev ious ly  
been removed and screened ashore  - t h i s  v i t a l  evo lu t ion  w a s  
completed on 16 September. 

Monday 1 2  September hera lded  t h e  event  t h a t  a l l  hands had 
been s o  b u s i l y  p repa r ing  f o r  - t h e  f i r s t  sea t r i a l s  - "Spec ia l  
Sea and Anchor ~ e t a i l " '  w a s  c a l l e d  away a t  0830 wi th  CLEVELAND 
underway from P i e r  #6,  Naval Support A c t i v i t y ,  Long Beach 
promptly a t  1 0 0 0  f o r  t h r e e  days at-sea. The nex t  t h r e e  days 
s a w  a myriad of evo lu t ions  t a k i n g  p l a c e  throughout t h e  s h i p ,  
t h e  h igh  p o i n t  be ing  a f u l l  power t r i a l  i n  which a l l  propul-  
s i o n  and aux i l i a ry 'mach ine ry  were s u c c e s s f u l l y  t e s t e d  under 
maximum a l lowable  o p e r a t i n g  parameters.  CLEVELAND t h e n  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p i e r  on Thursday 15  September - one s t e p  
c l o s e r  t o  depa r tu re  f o r  homeport of  San Diego. 

The fo l lowing  Monday s a w  t h e  completion of t roop  space 
equipment backioad and t h e  wrap up of CLEVELAND'S s t a y  i n  
t h e  Long Beach Naval Shipyard,  The f i n a l  day of Regular 
overhaul  occurred on Tuesday, 2 0  September, on schedule ,  
and a f t e r  e i g h t  and one-half months CLEVELAND w a s  underway 
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a t  1600 f o r  n i g h t  steaming en rou te  t o  Naval Weapons S t a t i o n ,  
Sea l  Beach f o r  h e r  ammunition backload.  The ammunition 
loading  e v o l u t i o n  w a s  completed t h e  fo l lowing  day and by 
1600, 2 1  September CLEVELAND w a s  once aga in  underway enroute  
San Diego. Af t e r  n i g h t  steaming and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  day and 
n i g h t  of va r ious  t e s t s  and seamanship e v o l u t i o n s ,  CLEVELAND 
r e t u r n e d  t o  homeport - mooring t o  P i e r  #4,  Naval S t a t i o n ,  
San Diego on Fr iday ,  2 3  September. 

The balance of  September and most o f  October were 
occupied wi th  numerous days of l o c a l  ope ra t ions  under t h e  
guidance of t h e  Type Commander's 6 0 0  PSI Propuls ion Examining 
Board's Mobile Tra in ing  Team. These engineer ing  o r i e n t e d  
e v o l u t i o n s ,  combined w i t h  c a s u a l t y  c o n t r o l  d r i l l s  and watch 
s e c t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  were geared t o  p repa r ing  t h e  CLEVELAND f o r  
h e r  f i r s t  b i g  and most important  t e s t  - s u c c e s s f u l  completion 
of t h e  Opera t iona l  Propuls ion P lan  Examination (OPPE). During 
t h i s  timeframe many o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  were t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  
Deck, Operat ions ,  Communications and A i r  Departments which 
w e r e  a l s o  mi les tones  i n  CLEVELAND'S r e t u r n  t o  a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  
as Flagsh ip  f o r  Commander Amphibious Squadron THREE. These 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  were completed as scheduled and on 2 8  October 
t h e  Broad Command Pennant of Commodore D. T. B R I D G E ,  USN, 
Commander Amphibious Squadron THREE w a s  once a g a i n  broken 
i n  CLEVELAND. This  ceremony s i g n a l e d  t h e  embarkation of 
t h e  COMPHIBRON THREE S t a f f  and t h e  r e t u r n  t o  F lagsh ip  d u t i e s  
f o r  CLEVELAND and h e r  crewmembers. 

The month of November passed a s  t h e  prev ious  month of 
October; t h e  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  working days were occupied 
by e i t h e r  being underway conducting MTT Phase I and I1 
engineer ing  d r i l l s  o r  i n p o r t  San Diego b u s i l y  prepar ing  f o r  
t h e  numerous TYCOM i n s p e c t i o n s  scheduled and a l s o  prepar ing  
f o r  t h e  F l e e t  Tra in ing  Group, San Diego Tra in ing  Readiness 
Evalua t ion  (TRE) l ead ing  t o  t h e  upcoming per iod  of I n t e r i m  
Refresher  Tra in ing .  On 29 November Commander Nathan L. 
ASTLEFORD, USN r e l i e v e d  Commander Daniel  J. SULLIVAN, USN 
as Executive O f f i c e r  of t h e  Amphibious F lagsh ip  CLEVELAND. 

A s  December, t h e  f i n a l  month of 1977, r o l l e d  around 
CLEVELAND and h e r  crew faced  t h e  b u s i e s t  month of t h e  yea r .  
Paramount i n  each and everyone 's  mind w a s  completion of 
f i n a l  p repa ra t ions  f o r  t h e  OPPE scheduled f o r  commencement 
on 1 9  December. The appointed day r o l l e d  around wi th  t h e  
a r r i v a l  of Captain  D .  G .  HAY, USN, Senior  Member of t h e  
CINCPACFLT 600 PSI PEB Team ass igned  t o  e v a l u a t e  CLEVELAND'S 
Engineering r e a d i n e s s  and f i v e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  i n s p e c t o r s .  
OPPE had commenced. The morning and e a r l y  a f t e rnoon  of t h e  
day were devoted t o  v a r i o u s  Engineering Department admini- 
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s t ~ a t i v e  reviews and t h e  w r i t t e n  examinations followed by 
t h e  o r a l  in terv iew phase of an OPPE. A t  1 6 0 0  CLEVELAND w a s  
underway f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  "hands on" propulsion p l a n t  examina- 
t i o n .  The fol lowing day and a h a l f  saw i n t e n s i v e  t e s t i n g  of 
a l l  3 engineering watch s e c t i o n s  steaming CLEVELAND'S 
propulsLon p l a n t  coupled with a comprehensive ma te r i a l /  
s a f e t y  inspec t ion  of a l l  main and a u x i l i a r y  machinery and 
systems by Captain HAY and t h e  o t h e r  members of t h e  PEB. 
The OPPE w a s  concluded by a Main Machinery Space F i r e  D r i l l  
dur ing t h e  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  p o r t  and CLEVELAND moored a t  
Pier '  #8,  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego a t  1230, 2 1  December. A 
grade of cond i t iona l  SATISFACTORY was adjudged f o r  CLEVELAND 

. by t h e  Propulsion Examining Board 'Team. 

The remaining 1 0  days of December were spent  i n p o r t  with 
t h e  s h i p  and &ew enjoying some much deserved hol iday l e a v e ,  
although i n t e n s e  prepara t ions  were s t i l l  i n  t h e  making i n  
readying t h e  s h i p  and crew f o r  t h e  upcoming period of 
1 n t e r i h  Refresher Training t o  be fol lowed'by p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  a major amphibious exe rc i se  (READIEX 2-78) scheduled i n  
January 1 9 7  8. 

The year  1 9 7 7  ended much t h e  same a s  it had s t a r t e d .  
CLEVELAND was moored p i e r s i d e  a t  Naval S t a t i o n ,  San Diego. 
However, i n s t e a d  of preparing f o r  Regular Overhaul, she w a s  
preparing f o r  In te r im Refresher TraLning, READIEX 2-78 and 
f i n a l l y ' f o r  deployment t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  scheduled f o r  
March 1978. 
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