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C-D HISTORY, USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) CY 1976 

With t h e  coming of 1976, CLEVELAND had t o  ready h e r s e l f  
bo th  i n  m a t e r i a l  and i n  t r a i n i n g  t o  meet t h e  requirements  of 
an imminent deployment t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  

The hol iday  l e a v e  pe r iod  ended 5 January,  and CLEVELAND'S 
crew r e t u r n e d  t o  work i n  f u l l  f o r c e  t o  engage i n  Amphibious 
Ref resher  Tra in ing  (AMPHIBREFTRA). CLEVELAND anchored o f f  t h e  
S i l v e r  S t rand  beaches a t  Coronado t o  conduct ship- to-shore  
a s s a u l t  craft  e x e r c i s e s .  Subsequently,  LVT c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e s  
and underway launches  of  LVT were conducted o f f  Camp Pendleton.  
On 1 6  January,  CLEVELAND completed Amphibious Ref resher  Tra in ing .  

During t h e  pe r iod  23 FEB - 1 MAR CLEVELAND w a s  provided 
an e x c e l l e n t  oppor tun i ty  t o  t r a i n  i n  many phases  of Surface 
and Amphibious Warfare by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  Exe rc i se  BEAD 
CHEVRON wi th  o t h e r  u n i t s  of  Amphibious Squadron THREE. The 
e x e r c i s e  served as an  e x c e l l e n t  pre-deployment tes t  of t h e  
s k i l l s  which were gained dur ing  AMPHIBREFTRA. 

The fol lowing congra tu l a to ry  message w a s  r ece ived  from 
COMPHIBRON THREE: 

"The manner i n  which t h e  c r e w  of CLEVELAND responded t o  
t h e  demanding requirements  of BEAD CHEVRON w a s  noted wi th  
p leasure .  A l l  e x e r c i s e s  you p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  inc lud ing  ASW, 
AAW, Shore Bombardment, Surface and A i r  Gunnery p l u s  H e l i -  
c o p t e r  and Amphibious Operat ions  were executed w i t h  p r e c i s i o n  
and d e d i c a t i o n  throughout .  CLEVELAND w a s  a l s o  no t i ceab ly  
aggres s ive  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  dur ing  t h e  AAWEX and EWEX. The 
s e r v i c e s  provided t o  t h e  S t a f f s  and t r o o p s  embarked were 
impress ive and t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  crew w a s  i n s p i r i n g .  

The performance noted above r e q u i r e d  long  hours ,  dedica- 
t i o n ,  and teamwork. Well done." 

CLEVELAND w a s  aga in  underway on 11 and 1 2  March f o r  
COMPHIBRON THREE Opera t iona l  Readiness Evalua t ion  (ORE). 
A s  of 13 March CLEVELAND en te red  t h e  t h i r t y  day pe r iod  known 
as "Prepara t ion  f o r  Overseas Movement" (POM). These t h i r t y  
days were devoted t o  i n t e n s e  f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  deployment 
t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  On 2 2  March CLEVELAND steamed t o  
Naval Weapons S t a t i o n  S e a l  Beach f o r  f i n a l  ammunition loading  
be fo re  deploying t o  WESTPAC. On 1 3  A p r i l ,  CLEVELAND depar ted  
San Diego f o r  H a w a i i  and t h e  Western P a c i f i c  bu t  w a s  fo rced  



t o  r e t u r n  t o  San Diego on 15  A p r i l  due t o  an Engineer ing 
Casual ty .  On 1 9  A p r i l  CLEVELAND depar ted  San Diego f o r  t h e  
second t i m e  s a i l i n g  independent ly  en rou te  t o  White Beach, 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa. 

CLEVELAND a r r i v e d  i n  Okinawa on 6 May and immediately 
commenced tu rnove r  w i th  USS JUNEAU (LPD-10) as COMPHIBFOR- 
SEVENTHFLT/CTF 7 6  F lagsh ip  and as CTG 76.5 (Commander Amphib- 
i o u s  Ready Group (ARG) BRAVO. Opportune L i f t  LVT were o f f -  
loaded and f e r r i e d  t o  K I N  BLUE by t h e  embarked LCU. Various 
t u rnove r  i tems were accep ted  by CLEVELAND from outchopping 
ARG Bravo u n i t s  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  inchopping u n i t s  who 
were due t o  a r r i v e  i n  Okinawa on 8 May. CLEVELAND spen t  7-9 
May i n  p o r t  a t  White Beach, Okinawa. L ia i son  w a s  conducted 
with  Regimental Landing Team (RLT) Headquar ters ,  Fourth 
Marines, f o r  an LVT l and ing  e x e r c i s e  t o  be conducted 1 0  May. 
On t h e  morning o f  t h e  l o t h ,  CLEVELAND w a s  underway f o r  Ora 
Wan, Okinawa and conducted F l i g h t  Operat ions  en rou te  t o  r e c e i v e  
t h e  RLT HQ personnel .  Heavy s w e l l  c o n d i t i o n s  precluded an LVT 
off- load o f  t h e  RLT. Therefore ,  a contingency Helo lift w a s  
ar ranged f o r  t r o o p  movement t o  t h e  beach. CLEVELAND r e t u r n e d  
t o  White Beach t h e  same day and remained t h e r e  through t h e  r e s t  
of  t h e  week. 

CLEVELAND w a s  underway from White Beach on 14  May, en rou te  
t o  Subic Bay, P I .  One CH-46 and two SH-3 h e l i c o p t e r s  were 
landed en rou te  f o r  Opportune L i f t  (OPLIFT) t o  Subic Bay. The 
1 5 t h  and 16 th  were spen t  i n  t r a n s i t ;  g e n e r a l  d r i l l s  were con- 
ducted enroute .  May 1 7 t h  w a s  spen t  o f f - load ing  "Handclasp" 
m a t e r i a l  (which CLEVELAND had c a r r i e d  from San Diego),  and 
OPLIFT and Thai land Retrograde Cargo (from White Beach). 

The Commanding O f f i c e r  pa id  an o f f i c i a l  c a l l  on Rear 
Admiral K I L C L I N E ,  USN, COMUSNAVPHIL/COMNAVBASE Subic.  
CLEVELAND w a s  underway f o r  S a t t a h i p ,  Thai land on 1 9  May; a 
s e c t i o n  o f  a i r c r a f t  w a s  "overhead" f o r  a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  pro- 
f i c i e n c y  t r a i n i n g  whi le  she  t r a n s i t t e d  t h e  Subic Op areas. 

CLEVELAND a r r i v e d  a t  S a t t a h i p  on 2 2  May and commenced 
on-load of  Thai land Retrograde m a t e r i a l .  On-load o f  
Retrograde cont inued around t h e  c lock  on 23 May and u n t i l  
l a t e  on t h e  24th.  

On 24 May t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  p a i d  a c a l l  on Vice 
Admiral SMUT, Thai  Navy, Commandant Naval Base, S a t t a h i p ,  
and p re sen ted  him w i t h  a s h i p ' s  p laque .  CLEVELAND w a s  under- 
way f o r  Subic Bay on t h e  morning of 25 May. The 25th and 
26th were s p e n t  i n  t r a n s i t  w i th  t h e  s h i p  conduct ing g e n e r a l  
d r i l l s  and t r a i n i n g .  T ra in ing  culminated w i t h  an  a l l  o f f i c e r  
gun mount crew conduct ing a t e s t  f i r i n g  on 2 6  May. 



T r a n s i t  en rou te  t o  Subic  Bay cont inued on 27-28 May. On 
t h e  morning of 2 9  May, CLEVELAND r e f u e l e d  from USNS MISPILLION. 
CLEVELAND a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Naval Supply Depot P i e r ,  Subic,  on 
29 May and commenced off- load of Thai land Retrograde m a t e r i a l .  
30:31 May were s p e n t  i n  p o r t  w i th  off- load o p e r a t i o n s  cont inu-  
i n g  u n t i l  2300, 30 May. Opportune L i f t  cargo and personne l  
f o r  HMA-369 and VC-5 were loaded on board on 31  May f o r  l i f t  
t o  Okinawa. CLEVELAND w a s  underway from Subic en rou te  t o  
Buckner Bay on 1 June;  f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  were conducted t o  
r e c e i v e  HMA-369 and VC-5 He l i cop te r s .  Tes t  f i r i n g  o f  gun 
mounts and Engineer ing Casua l ty  Control  e x e r c i s e s  were con- 
ducted on 1 June.  June 2 w a s  spen t  i n  t r a n s i t  w i th  l e c t u r e s  
on Anti-Air  Warfare (AAW) and a l o c a l  AAW e x e r c i s e  f o r  Sur face  
Warfare O f f i c e r  PQS t r a i n i n g .  A 15  knot  Economy T r i a l  w a s  
conducted du r ing  t h e  t r a n s i t .  CLEVELAND w a s  en rou te  t o  Buckner 
Bay on 3 June and n i g h t  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  were conducted wi th  
HMA-369 and t h e  VC-5 DET (bo th  on board f o r  Opportune L i f t  
from Subic t o  Okinawa) f o r  p i l o t  p ro f i c i ency .  

June 4 t h  and 5 t h  were spen t  i n  p o r t  a t  White Beach. Advance 
l i a i s o n  w a s  conducted w i t h  BLT 3/9 f o r  t h e  BLT tu rnove r  t o  be 
conducted 13-14 June and t h e  Turn Away Landing scheduled f o r  17 
June a t  Numazu, Japan.  On 4 June ,  CTF 7 6  (RADM WHITMIRE, USN) 
hos ted  CG 9TH MAB and t h e  US Consul General  f o r  Okinawa f o r  
lunch on board CLEVELAND. On t h e  a f te rnoon  of 6 June ,  CLEVELAND 
w a s  underway w i t h  USS FREDERICK (LST 1184) i n  company, en rou te  
t o  Numazu f o r  t h e  on-load of BLT 1 / 9 .  CLEVELAND provided t h r e e  
hours  o f  f l i g h t  deck t ime  f o r  USMC Helo Shipboard Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
wi th  MAG 36 whi le  w i t h i n  t h e  Okinawa o p e r a t i n g  area. Seventy- 
S ix  "Bicen tennia l"  l and ings  were conducted.  The 7 t h  and 8 t h  
were spen t  i n  t r a n s i t  w i t h  bo th  s h i p s  conduct ing mutual  t r a i n i n g  
s e r v i c e s .  Conning o f f i c e r s  were a f forded  va luab le  t r a i n i n g  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  s t a t i o n  keeping whi le  conduct ing t a c t i c a l  
maneuvers and l e a p  f r o g  e x e r c i s e s .  This  w a s  CLEVELAND'S f i r s t  
chance t o  steam i n  company w i t h  ano the r  u n i t  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  
day of deployment. On 11 June ,  CLEVELAND conducted s a t i s f a c t o r y  
15 knot  economy t r i a l s .  A t  f i r s t  l i g h t  on 9 June ,  CLEVELAND and 
FREDERICK rendezvoused w i t h  USS THOMASTON (LSD 28) i n  t h e  Numazu 
Tra in ing  Area. Noted f o r  unusual  environmental  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
Numazu d i d  no t  d i s a p p o i n t  ARG Bravo. 

On 9 June,  a f r o n t a l  system a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a low p r e s s u r e  
r eg ion  i n  t h e  Northern Sea of Japan c r e a t e d  s t r o n g  sou thwes te r ly  
winds o f  25-32 knots  w i t h  g u s t s  of  over  40 knots ;  e f f e c t i v e  s u r f  
w a s  i n  excess  o f  1 2  f e e t .  These c o n d i t i o n s  cont inued throughout  
t h e  day and precluded a s s a u l t  c r a f t  l and ings .  The on-load o f  
BLT 1 / 9  w a s  postponed u n t i l  t h e  nex t  day a t  0530. CLEVELAND 
wai ted f o r  weather c o n d i t i o n s  t o  a b a t e  o f f  Numazu i n  o r d e r  t o  
con t inue  on-load o f  BLT 1/9. F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  evening o f  11 
June 1 9 7 6 ,  c o n d i t i o n s  improved such t h a t  back-loading could  be  
cont inued.  Loading o p e r a t i o n s  v i a  a s s a u l t  c r a f t  were conducted 
throughout  t h e  n i g h t .  The back-load w a s  completed a t  0645, 1 2  
June.  



CLEVELAND and THOMASTON g o t  underway f o r  Okinawa s h o r t l y  t h e r e -  
a f t e r .  

CLEVELAND and THOMASTON a r r i v e d  a t  Ora Wan, Okinawa a t  0 6 0 0 ,  
14 June and commenced s e l e c t i v e  of f - load  of  BLT 1 / 9  a s s e t s .  The 
remainder of  BLT 1 / 9  w a s  off - loaded l a t e r  i n  t h e  day, whi le  p i e r -  
s i d e  a t  White Beach. On-load of BLT 3/9 commenced immediately 
t h e r e a f t e r  and w a s  completed on 15 June. CLEVELAND was underway 
from White Beach i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  enroute  f o r  Numazu wi th  CTF 76 
embarked. 

A s  t h e  week commenced TG 76.5, l e s s  USS PEORIA (LST 1183) ,  
had t h e i r  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  s i n c e  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  Seventh F l e e t  
t o  e x e r c i s e  t o g e t h e r  as an amphibious t a c t i c a l  u n i t .  This  oppor- 
t u n i t y  w a s  e x p l o i t e d  i n  a  Turn Away Landing (TALI a t  Numazu on 
1 7  June. The landing  was scheduled i n  conjunc t ion  wi th  t h e  o f f -  
load  of  BLT 3/9.  While en rou te  t o  AOA, CLEVELAND embarked RADM 
RUSSELL, USN, COMNAVFORJAPAN, by h e l i c o p t e r .  H-Hour w a s  sched- 
u led  f o r  1 7 0 0  Local and w a s  met. Considering t h e  a r t i f i c i a l i t i e s  
imposed by t h e  geography o f  Numazu and t h e  requirement  t o  hold 
t h e  TAL t o  a minimum t ime ( i n  o r d e r  t o  exped i t e  t h e  o f f - l o a d ) ,  
t h e  ship- to-shore  was conducted i n  a h igh ly  p r o f e s s i o n a l  manner. 

Upon completion of  t h e  BLT 3/9 of f - load  CLEVELAND commenced 
on-load o f  3/12 ARTY f o r  OPLIFT t o  Okinawa. Numazu beach opera- 
t i o n s  were concluded about 18302 on t h e  18 th  when CLEVELAND f i n -  
i shed  h e r  on-load and w a s  underway f o r  Okinawa. 

3/12 ARTY w a s  debarked on 2 1  and 2 2  June and CLEVELAND t h e n  
depar ted  f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Keelung, Taiwan. CLEVELAND a r r i v e d  
i n  Keelung on t h e  morning of  24 June. That evening t h e  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  w a s  a  gues t  a t  a  d inne r  hos ted  by VADM TSOU C H I E N ,  Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief, Chinese Navy, i n  honor o f  RADM and M r s .  
WHITMIRE. The fo l lowing  day RADM WHITMIRE hos ted  a Luncheon and 
t o u r  of  t h e  f l a g s h i p  f o r  VADM TSOU CHIEN and s e v e r a l  Chinese Navy 
Admirals. Also on t h e  Guest L i s t  w a s  VADM E .  K.  SNYDER, Commander 
U.S. Taiwan Defense Command. CLEVELAND'S scheduled d e p a r t u r e  from 
Keelung on 28 June was delayed due t o  Typhoons RUBY and SALLY. 
The f l a g s h i p  remained i n  Keelung through t h e  30th keeping a  c l o s e  
watch f o r  weather cond i t ions  which would be f avorab le  f o r  t h e  
r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  Okinawa. 

CLEVELAND cont inued storm evasion (Typhoon RUBY) by remaining 
i n  p o r t  Keelung on 1 Ju ly .  The storm had c l e a r e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  by 
2 J u l y  s o  t h a t  t h e  f l a g s h i p  w a s  a b l e  t o  g e t  underway a t  0630 and 
proceed t o  White Beach. P r i o r  t o  depa r tu re  from Keelung a s h i p ' s  
p laque and o t h e r  momentos were presen ted  t o  t h e  Distr ict  Commandant, 
RADM SHEIN L I U ,  Chinese Navy, i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h e  Chinese Navy's 
h o s p i t a l i t y .  



The s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Okinawa a t  0900 on 3  J u l y  and commenced 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  an  Open House t o  be h e l d  i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  
Fourth  of J u l y  f e s t i v i t i e s  a t  White Beach. The Open House on 
J u l y  4 t h  a t t r a c t e d  over  6,357 v i s i t o r s  i n  a f o u r  and one h a l f  
hour per iod .  Many o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s  were embarked v i a  t h e  w e l l  
deck from LCM-8's. The f e s t i v i t i e s  a t  White Beach a t t r a c t e d  
over  40,000 Japanese  and Americans. F ive  Destroyers  from t h e  
Japanese  Maritime S e l f  Defense Force a l s o  h e l d  Open House t o  
h e l p  commemorate t h e  American B icen tenn ia l .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  
recovery  pe r iod  on J u l y  5 t h ,  CLEVELAND w a s  underway on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  o f  J u l y  6 t h  en rou te  t o  Hong Kong. 

CLEVELAND cont inued en rou te  Hong Kong on 8  J u l y .  The f l a g -  
s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Hong Kong a t  1 0 0 0  on t h e  9 t h  and commenced a 
five-day p o r t  v i s i t .  During h e r  v i s i t ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  s o f t b a l l  
team s p l i t  a two-game s e r i e s  w i th  a l o c a l  Chinese t e a m  r ep re -  
s e n t i n g  t h e  Hong Kong S o f t b a l l  Assoc i a t i on .  Community r e l a -  
t i o n s  were f o s t e r e d  as t h e  Hong Kong team w a s  awarded a s h i p ' s  
p laque and each member w a s  p r e sen ted  a CLEVELAND b a l l  cap by 
h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t .  A t o u r  of  t h e  s h i p  w a s  a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  
exchange program. The l o c a l  Red Cross Chapter  conducted a 
Blood Drive aboard CLEVELAND and c o l l e c t e d  46 p i n t s  of  blood.  
A con t ingen t  from t h e  C h r i s t i a n  men o f  CLEVELAND made a ca l l  
on a Ch i ld ren ' s  Home t o  v i s i t  an  orphan suppor ted  by t h e  
CLEVELAND'S Chapel Fund. P r i o r  t o  s a i l i n g  f o r  Yokosuka on 14 
J u l y ,  CLEVELAND r e c e i v e d  t h i r t e e n  members of t h e  Pre-Overhaul 
Tes t  and I n s p e c t i o n  (POTEI) Team from Long Beach Naval Shipyard 
and one man from Planning and Engineer ing f o r  Repairs  and A l t e r -  
a t i o n s  (PERA) from Norfolk.  These personne l  embarked t o  conduct  
machinery c o n d i t i o n  a n a l y s i s  tes ts  i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  s h i p ' s  
overhaul  scheduled f o r  JAN - SEP 1977. T e s t s  conducted on t h e  
1 4 t h  inc luded  a f u l l  power r u n ,  main e n g i n e / h u l l  v i b r a t i o n  t e s t s ,  
feed  pump c a p a c i t y  t e s t s ,  qu i ck  r e v e r s a l  from f u l l  power ahead 
t o  f u l l  power a s t e r n  and an a s t e r n  s t e e r i n g  t e s t .  

On t h e  a f t e rnoon  o f  16 J u l y ,  whi le  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  
Okinawa, CTF 76 re-embarked aboard h i s  f l a g s h i p  by h e l i c o p t e r .  
Due t o  t h r e a t e n i n g  s torm c o n d i t i o n s  genera ted  by Typhoon 
THERESE, t h e  f l a g s h i p  w a s  fo rced  t o  commence s torm evas ion  and 
t o  d i v e r t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a f t e r  CTF 76 ' s  a r r i v a l .  A s  THERESE 
passed t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  Okinawa and headed toward Japan,  
CLEVELAND a l t e r e d  cou r se  and aga in  headed f o r  Yokosuka. 

Due t o  t h e  s torm evas ion ,  commencement of  CLEVELAND'S 
upkeep pe r iod  a t  Yokosuka w a s  delayed by one day. Over 2 0 0  
work r e q u e s t s  were submi t ted  t o  NAVSHIPREPFAC, Yokosuka and 
t h e  USS D I X I E  (AD 1 4 )  f o r  t h i s  upkeep p e r i o d ,  CLEVELAND'S 
f i r s t  s i n c e  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  An a d d i t i o n a l  
50-60 c i v i l i a n  personne l  conducted f u r t h e r  tes ts  and inspec-  
t i o n s  i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  s h i p ' s  f o r c e  t o  determine t h e  e x t e n t  



of  work t o  be planned f o r  CLEVELAND'S upcoming yard ove rhau l ,  
scheduled t o  commence 1 4  January 1 9 7 7 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  upkeep 
maintenance p r o j e c t s  and POTEI checks t h e  s h i p  took  advantage 
of t h e  nunierous Navy schools  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Yokosuka. On 2 1  
J u l y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from BLT 3/9 a r r i v e d  t o  commence a th ree -  
day p lanning  conference  f o r  ou r  nex t  e x e r c i s e ,  BLT-EX 1 -7T .  A 
"fast" c r u i s e  and l i g h t - o f f  were he ld  1 August i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  g e t t i n g  underway on 2 August. The f l a g s h i p  w a s  underway on 
t h e  evening of t h e  2nd. 

CLEVELAND a r r i v e d  a t  Numazu e a r l y  on 3 August t o  commence 
back-load of  BLT 3/9 e lements .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  weather cond i t i ons  
pe rmi t t ed  exped i t i ous  back-load o p e r a t i o n s  and CLEVELAND w a s  
underway en rou te  Buckner Bay by e a r l y  evening on t h e  3rd.  Dur- 
i n g  t h e  morning of  4 August underway r e f u e l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  were 
conducted w i t h  t h e  USNS MISPILLION and s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  
r e c e i v e d  a long-s ide  ship-handl ing t r a i n i n g .  The r e f u e l i n g  w a s  
t e rmina t ed  by t h e  d e l i v e r y  s h i p  execut ing  a n  emergency break- 
away e x e r c i s e .  

The f l a g s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  White Beach on t h e  morning of 6 
August. However, h e r  pe r iod  i n  p o r t  w a s  abb rev ia t ed  as Typhoon 
B I L L I E  fo rced  CLEVELAND t o  s o r t i e  l a t e  on 7 August f o r  s torm 
evas ion .  During t h e  a t  s e a  pe r iod  s h i p ' s  company o f f i c e r s  and 
embarked BLT 3/9 o f f i c e r s  were b r i e f e d  on BLT-EX 1 - 7 T ,  t h e  ARG 
Bravo amphibious e x e r c i s e  t o  be conducted 23-29 August i n  t h e  
Zambales Tra in ing  Area a t  Subic.  B I L L I E ' S  t r a c k  pe rmi t t ed  
CLEVELAND t o  r e t u r n  t o  White Beach du r ing  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of  1 0  
August. 

On 11 August,  t h e  A i r  Department and F l i g h t  Deck Crash and 
Rescue Crew (Repair  2A)  commenced i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  AV-8 
( H a r r i e r )  o p e r a t i o n s .  On 1 2  August, twelve  l and ings / t ake -o f f s  
were conducted p i e r s i d e .  Underway f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  f i n a l  
AV-8 q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were conducted on 1 3  August w i t h  twenty 
s u c c e s s f u l  l and ings / t ake -o f f s  completed. The f l a g s h i p  spen t  
t h e  remainder of t h e  week i n  p o r t  White Beach p repa r ing  f o r  t h e  
CTF 7 6  Change of  Command. Represen ta t ives  from BLT 2 / 9  were 
aboard 1 6  August f o r  a Planning Conference i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  ARG Bravo BLT Turnover i n  mid-September. 

The CTF 76 Change o f  Command w a s  h e l d  on board t h e  f l a g s h i p  
on 1 9  August. VADM R .  B .  BALDWIN, USN, COMSEVENTHFLT w a s  t h e  
Senior  O f f i c e r  i n  a t t endance  as RADM R .  E .  MORRIS, USN r e l i e v e d  
RADM WHITMIRE as CTF 7 6  (COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT). Numerous o t h e r  
s e n i o r  Navy and Marine Corps o f f i c e r s ,  as w e l l  as l o c a l  c i v i l i a n  
d i g n i t a r i e s  and o f f i c i a l s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  t r a d i o n a l  ceremony. The 
f l a g s h i p  w a s  underway f o r  Subic Bay l a t e r  t h a t  day. 



There were i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  T rop ica l  Storm ELLEN might pose 
a t h r e a t ;  however, t h e  s h i p  was a b l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  "T" e a r l y  
enough t o  prec lude  t h e  danger of  heavy weather.  CLEVELAND 
a r r i v e d  i n  Subic on t h e  morning of  2 2  August. F i n a l  coordina- 
t i o n  meetifigs f o r  BLT-EX 1-7T were conducted i n  t h e  e a r l y  
a f te rnoon.  The p r e - s a i l  conference was h e l d  a t  1 6 0 0  w i th  
e n t h u s i a s t i c  i n t e r e s t  d i sp layed  by a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  u n i t s  i n  
a n t i c i p a t i o n  of a f u l l  week o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h i s  A R G ' s  f i r s t  
f u l l  ope ra t ion  t o g e t h e r .  This  e x e r c i s e  provided an  e x c e l l e n t  
oppor tun i ty  f o r  t h e  s h i p s  of t h e  ARG t o  o p e r a t e  as an  i n t e g r a l  
u n i t  and develop t h e  r e q u i s i t e  coo rd ina t ion  t o  conduct amphib- 
i o u s  ope ra t ions .  The BLT 3/9 landing  p l an  f o r  movement of 
f o r c e s  and equipment ashore  i n  t h e  event  o f  contingency opera- 
t i o n s  w a s  thoroughly t e s t e d  wi th  two Turn Away Landings and 
t h e  f i n a l  D-Day a s s a u l t s .  Overa l l ,  BLT-EX 1-7T was considered 
t o  have been an  e x c e l l e n t  t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e  a s  each p a r t i c i p a n t  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  enhanced i t s  s t a t e  o f  t r a i n i n g  and r e a d i n e s s .  
The e x e r c i s e  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  concluded a t  1 2 0 0  Local on 2 9  
August. Upon conclusion of  t h e  tact ical  withdrawal back-load 
on 28/29 August, a l l  s h i p s  r e t u r n e d  t o  Subic. 

CLEVELAND commenced a nine-day upkeep pe r iod  wi th  SRF 
Subic,  t h e  f l a g s h i p ' s  second a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  f o u r  months. 
CLEVELAND remained a t  Subic i n  an upkeep s t a t u s  through 6 
September; t h i s  would be t h e  l a s t  scheduled upkeep p r i o r  t o  
a r r i v a l  CONUS. A two-day s h i p ' s  p a r t y  w a s  h e l d  a t  a nearby 
Beach Resor t  on 4-5 September. On 9 September, CLEVELAND was 
en rou te  White Beach, Okinawa from Subic Bay on t h e  h e e l s  o f  
Typhoon FRAN. Storm cond i t ions  forced  t h e  f l a g s h i p  t o  slow 
down and de lay  a r r i v a l  White Beach u n t i l  l a t e  evening 1 0  
September. Due t o  t h e  n o n - a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  t u g s ,  CLEVELAND 
anchored t h a t  n i g h t  and went p i e r s i d e  t h e  fo l lowing  morning. 

High winds s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d  on 11 September, a s s a u l t  c r a f t  
ope ra t ions  were no t  p o s s i b l e  and o f f - load  of BLT 3 / 9  was 
l i m i t e d  t o  c rane  ope ra t ions  on ly .  Upon completion of  BLT 3/9 
of f - load ,  load ing  of  BLT 2 / 9  commenced. CLEVELAND was en rou te  
from Okinawa t o  Mumazu, Japan on 1 3  September. Amphibious 
ope ra t ions  were conducted a t  Numazu on t h e  1 5 t h  and 1 6 t h  of  
September, debarking BLT 2 / 9  and embarking BLT 3/9.  CLEVELAND 
was aga in  underway 1 7  September enroute  t o  Buckner Bay, 
Okinawa, a r r i v i n g  2 0  September, debarking BLT 3/9 and embark- 
i n g  2 / 1 2  ARTY. 

On 2 1  September, CLEVELAND w a s  en rou te  t o  Inchon, Korea, 
a r r i v i n g  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 23 September, debarking 2 / 1 2  ARTY 
and embarking F i r s t  Radio B a t t a l i o n .  

On 25 September, CLEVELAND was en rou te  f o r  h e r  l as t  t r i p  
t o  Buckner Bay, Okinawa, a r r i v i n g  2 7  September and debarking 
t h e  F i r s t  Radio B a t t a l i o n .  



On 29 September, CLEVELAND, f i v e  and one h a l f  months a f t e r  
depa r t ing  San Diego, depar ted  Okinawa f o r  t h e  long t r i p  back 
t o  San Diego. CLEVELAND made a  b r i e f  s t o p  i n  Subic Bay on 2 
~ c t o b e r ,  t hen  t r a n s i t e d  t o  Kwajalein, Marshal l  I s l a n d s  (2-9 
October) .  On 1 0  Octobt r ,  COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT s h i f t e d  h i s  
f l a g  t o  USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19)  a t  Kwajalein. CLEVELAND 
anxious ly  waited a t  Kwajalein f o r  t h e  USS DUBUQUE (LPD 8 ) .  
On 1 6  October,  CLEVELAND was en rou te  f o r  tu rnover  of  CTG 76.5 
d u t i e s  t o  DUBUQUE. The tu rnove r  was e f f e c t e d  on t h e  high s e a s  
en rou te  t o  H a w a i i .  CLEVELAND then  moved on t o  provide MIDPAC 
t r a i n i n g  s e r v i c e s  on 2 2  and 23 October f o r  t h e  F i r s t  Marine 
Brigade which climaxed wi th  a Dawn r a i d  e x e r c i s e .  CLEVELAND 
spen t  23-25 October i n  P e a r l  Harbor conducting a Work Defini-  
t i o n  Conference f o r  t h e  upcoming overhaul .  Male r e l a t i v e s  and 
f r i e n d s  were embarked f o r  t h e  b r i e f  t r i p  home. 

On 2 6  October, CLEVELAND w a s  en rou te  under S a i l  Order 
"Tiger Express1' w i th  THOMASTON and PEORIA. S h i p ' s  e x e r c i s e s  
were conducted en rou te  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  ou r  embarked gues t s  
and on Tuesday, 2 November, loved ones l i n e d  P i e r  3 i n  San 
Diego, waving a t  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  manning t h e  r a i l  of  CLEVELAND 
as she  r e t u r n e d  home, s i x  months and two weeks a f t e r  h e r  
depa r tu re .  

1976 ended f a r  d i f f e r e n t l y  from t h e  way it had begun. The 
h e c t i c  f i rs t  weeks of January w e r e  much d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  l a s t  
weeks of December. There was s t i l l  s h i p ' s  work t o  do i n  prep- 
a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ya rds ,  b u t  now t h e  crew members were enjoying 
l e a v e  and l i b e r t y  and t h e  joy of  pos t - c ru i se  reunions  a t  home. 


