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USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
SHIP'S HISTORY 1969 



1 January - 12 January 

13  January - 30 Apr i l  

1 May - 18  May 

1 8  May - 7 December 

29 May - 3 September 

4 Septembers-\-19 November 

20 November - 19 December 

20 December - 31 December 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

Post shakedown a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  San Diego 

Inpor t  San Diego, l o c a l  operat ions 
southern C a l i f ~ r n i a ,  Exercise Be l l  Jangle,  
and preparat ion f o e  Overseas Movement. 

Enroute Western P a c i f i c  

Under opera t ional  Control of Commander 
United S t a t e s  Seventh F lee t  

Operated as  a Unit of Amphibious Ready 
Group Alfa,  Operations Bold Pursu i t ,  
Mighty Play and Defiant Stand. 

Operated a s  Flagship f o r  Commander 
Amphibious Force Seventh F lee t ,  Operation 
Sea   lo at /Breezy Cove and Keys tone Cardinal.  

Enroute San Diego 

Leave and Upkeep, San Diego 



USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) spen t  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  months of 
1969 p r imar i ly  i n p o r t  i n  San Diego i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  
an extended WESTPAC Deployment scheduled t o  commence 
on 1 May. This i n p o r t  per iod  was i n t e r s p e r s e d  wi th  
var ious  s h o r t  underway per iods  which included a t r i p  
t o  S e a l  Beach t o  l oad  ammunition on 14-15 January,  
In t e r im  Refresher  Tra in ing  under F l e e t  Tra in ing  Group 
San Diego from 27 January - 7 February, Amphibious 
Refresher  Tra in ing  from 17-27 February, and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  Exercise  B e l l  J ang le ,  a s  combined Navy-Marine 
Amphibious Exercise  conducted i n  t he  Camp Pendleton 
and Southern C a l i f o r n i a  Op a reas  from 14 - 20 March. 

During t h i s  per iod  va r ious  in spec t ions  and v i s i t s  were 
conducted t o  determine t h e  s h i p m s  readiness  f o r  deploy- 
ment. These included a Nuclear Weapons Acceptance 
Inspec t ion  on 6 January,  E lec t ron ic  Warfare v i s i t  on 
9 January,  Ney Award v i s i t  on 10 February, 3-M Inspec t ion  
on 11 - 12 February, Force Medical O f f i c e r ' s  Inspec t ion  
on 5 March, Ma te r i a l  and Pre-Deployment l napec t ion  on 
10 March, Annual Supply Inspec t ion  on 24 - 25 March, 
Administrat ive Inspec t ion  on 2 - 4 A p r i l ,  an E lec t ron ic  
Warfare Ma te r i a l  In spec t ion  on 23 Apr i l .  

A Pos t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  from 1 - 12 January and 
R e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t i e s  from 1 5  - 19 January and from 
25 March - 29 Apr i l ,  which included a per iod  i n  drydock 
from 25 Mar t o  5 Apr i l  were used t o  c o r r e c t  var ious  
m a t e r i a l  c a s u a l t i e s  be fo re  deployment. 

On 24 March t h e  Honorable John R. CHAFEE, Secre ta ry  
of t h e  Navy, v i s i t e d  CLEVELAND f o r  a demonstration of 
t he  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of an LPD and f o r  a luncheon wi th  t h e  
Commanding Off icer .  

On 1 May t h e  s h i p  g o t  underway f o r  an extended WESTPAC 
deployment and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Convex 2-69 enroute  t o  
P e a r l  Harbor a s  a u n i t  of TU 16.8.2. Af t e r  b r i e f  s t o p s  
i n  Hawaii and Okinawa, t he  s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay, 
Republic of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  on 29 May and r e l i e v e d  
USS OGDEN (LPD-5) a s  p a r t  of Amphibious Ready Group 
Alf a.  

Upon a r r i v i n g  i n  Danang, Republic of Vietnam, on 6 
June,  CLEVELAND began i ts  f i r s t  l i n e  per iod  a s  a u n i t  
of Amphibious Ready Group Alfa.  Other u n i t s  of t h e  
ready group were USS IWO J I M A  (LPH-2), USS WASHBURN 



(LKA-104) , USS WHETSTONE (LSD-27) And Marine B a t  t a l i o n  
Landing Team 1/26. This f i r s t  l i n e  per iod  l a s t e d  u n t i l  
20 Ju ly .  During t h a t  pe r iod  t h e  s h i p  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
Operat ion Bold P u r s u i t ,  a  combined h e l i c o p t e r  and water- 
borne landing  on B a r r i e r  I s l a n d  from 27 June t o  6 J u l y ,  
and Operat ion Mighty P lay ,  a  h e i i c o p t e r  a s s u a l t  south  
of Danang from 10 J u l y  u n t i l  20 J u l y ,  

A f t e r  te rmina t ing  Operation Mighty P lay ,  t h e  s h i p s  of 
Amphibious Ready Group Al fa  r e tu rned  t o  Subic Bay f o r  
a  fou r t een  day upkeep period.  

On 8 August Amphibious Ready Group Alfa  a r r i v e d  i n  
Danang, backloaded u n i t s  of B a t t a l i o n  1/26 and 
commenced i ts  second l i n e  period.  For CLEVELAND t h i s  
l i n e  pe r iod  ended on 3 September when t h e  s h i p  
assumed d u t i e s  as Flagship  f o r  RADM E. M. ROSENBERG, 
Commander Amphibious Force Seventh F l e e t .  Before 
depar t ing  t h e  Danang a r e a ,  t h e  s h i p  d i d  provide suppor t  
during Operation Defiant  Stand,  an amphibious a s s a u l t  
south  of Danang which included u n i t s  of t h e  Repbulic 
of Korea Marines. 

While a c t i v e  as Flagship from 3 September u n t i l  19 
November, CLEVELAND spen t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of time i n  t h e  
Danang area se rv ing  as a mobil headquar te rs  f o r  
Commander Task Force 76. During t h i s  per iod  p o r t  
v i s i t s  were a l s o  made t o  Subic Bay, 16  - 1 8  September, 
3 - 10 October,  29 October, 17  - 19 November; Hong 
Kong, B.C.C. 20 - 25 September; Okinawa 25 - 26 
October, 9 - 10 November; and Keelung, Republic of 
China, 12 - 14 November. The s h i p  a l s o  made two 
Kestone Cardinal  l i f t s ,  t r a n s p o r t i n g  r e t rog rade  mat- 
e r i a l  from t h e  I Corps of Vietnam t o  Okinawa. From 
28 - 30 September, CLEVELAND p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation 
Breezy Cove/Sea F loa t  by t r a n s p o r t i n g  6 s m a l l  c r a f t  
from Nha Be t o  Song Ong Doc, Republic of Vietnam. On 
3 November Captain John L. MERRICK r e l i e v e d  Captain 
Isham LINDER a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  . 
On 19 November i n  Subic Bay, RADM ROSENBERG s h i f t e d  
h i s  f l a g  t o  USS DUBUQUE (LPD-8) and CLEVELAND was 
r e l i e v e d  of i t s  d u t i e s  a s  f l agsh ip .  Before depar t ing  
t h e  WESTPAC a r e a ,  however, t h e  s h i p  d i d  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  i t s  t h i r d  Keystone Card ina l  l i f t  from Danang t o  
Okinawa and spen t  a f i v e  day upkeep per iod  i n  Yokosuka, 



Japan,  from 29 November t o  3 December before  depar t ing  
f o r  CONUS. 

I n  rou te  t o  San Diego, CLEVELAND aided  USCGC WINNEBAGO 
(WHEC-40), t ax ing  t h e  s t r i c k e n  c u t t e r  under tow and 
d e l i v e r i n g  h e r  t o  Midway I s l a n d  on 11 December. On 
1 3  December t h e  s h i p  a l s o  provided a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a  
storm damaged LORAN s t a t i o n  on Tern I s l a n d  i n  t h e  
French F r i g a t e  Shoals.  Af te r  o f f load ing  r e t rog rade  
cargo a t  Del Mar Boat Ba i s in ,  Camp Pendel ton,  during 
t h e  morning and a f t e rnoon ,  t h e  s h i p  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  
a t  San Diego during t h e  evening of 19 December and 
commenced a  month-long l eave  and upkeep per iod .  


