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USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 

SHIPS HISTORY 
( 1  JAN 1968 - 31 DEC 1968) 

INTRODUCTION 

Af te r  be ing  commissioned i n  A p r i l  of 1967, t h e  USS CLEVELAND (LPD-7) 
proceeded t o  WESTPAC where i t  r e l i e v e d  t h e  USS DULUTH (LPD-6) and began 
t o  ope ra t e  w i th  Amphibious Ready Group ALFA on 1 3  November 1967. 

The Amphibious Ready Group of Task Group 76.4 had been ope ra t ing  on 
s t a t i o n  of f  t h e  I Corps Area of South Vietnam. 

On 3 1  December 1967 t h e  CLEVELAND, commanded by Captain Robert A. HOGSED, 
proceeded i n  t h e  backloading of B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 214. Progress  was 
minimal due t o  10  t o  12 f o o t  s u r f  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Cua Vie t  and Hue Rivers .  
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High surf precluded boat operations on 1 January. 

On 2 January, CLEVELAND backloaded 157 personnel and 32 vehicles 
from COL CO Ramp, Hue River Mouth. Upon completion of backload, the - 
ship proceeded to the vicinity of the Cua Viet River Mouth at 20 knots. 
While enroute, the ship received 200 BLT 214 additional personnel and 
9,000 pounds of seabags by H-34 helos. Upon arrival fn the vicinity of 
the Cua Viet River Mouth, 3,400 pounds of cargo, 22 personnel, and 2 
vehicles were backloaded from the NSA ramp at the river mouth. In view 
of the fact that surf conditions were still considered unsatisfacrory 
for safe LVT operations, on 3 January, the decision was made to back- 
load the 11 LVTs by LCM-8. CLEVELAND also backloaded 281 personnel, 109 
pallets, and one vehicle. Two LCM-8s were dispatched to Dong Ha that 
evening with orders to remain overnight in order to load the last 70 
pallets and a rough terrain forklift. Unable to receive cargo over the 
side due to sea conditions IWO JIMA with CTG 76.4 embarked, departed 
the OpArea at 031600H, with a destination of Subic Bay. Due to CLEVELAND'S 
wet well cargo handling capability in moderately heavy weather, she remained 
in the vicinity of the Cua Viet River Mouth to complete the backload of 
all remaining BLT 214 personnel, cargo and vehicles. 

At 0810H, 4 January, CLEVELAND completed the backload of BLT 214, having 
embarked ECHO and FOXTROT Bompanies, WISKEY and HOTEL Batteries, an LSC 
Detachment, AKCRAC and Engineer Platoons. In addition to CLEVELAND'S 
embarkation team, 61 vehicles and 174 pallets were received onboard for 
further transfer to LPH-2 fn Subic. Upon grounding out of the last LCM-8 
CLEVELAND proceeded independently to Subic Bay for upkeep. 

With arrival at Subic Bay on 6 January, CLEVELAND moored to Leyte 
Pier, Cubi Point, ballasted down and commenced offloading troops and vehicles 
from the well deck, while at the same time offloading with the B & A crane to 
pierside. The entire offloading operation was completed in record time. 
CLEVELAND also commenced its first upkeep since 17 October 1967. The 
major job was a replacement of batter boards in the well deck which had 
been damaged by extensive well deck boat and LVT operations during the 
heavy monsoon weather. -This job was completed just prior to moving out 
to anchorage for backloading BLT 214 on 14 January. 

A Battalion Landing Exercise, Hilltop XIX, was scheduled for 15-16 
January to be conducted in Subic Bay prior to the departure of ARG/SLF 
ALFA for VN on the 17th. However, due to the deteriorating tactical 
situation in the I Corps, brought about by increased concentration of 
enemy forces in the Khe San area of Ouang Tri Province, the exercfse 
was canceled and TG 76.4 departed for the I Corps area on 15 January, 
one day ahead of schedule. 

While enroute to RVN, the initiating directive for Operation BALLISTIC 
ARMOR was received with D-Day to depend upon the tactical situation in I 
Corps Tactical Zone (ICTZ). Enroute to and after arrival in the Cua Viet 
operating areas on 17 January, troop and crew training was conducted on 
all phases of amphibious procedures due to the limited recent trafnfng by 
embarked troops. 



On 18  January,  LTCOL WEISE, Commanding O f f i c e r  BLT 214, and members 
of h i s  s t a f f  a r r i v e d  on t h e  CLEVELAND t o  b r i e f  embarked Marine o f f i c e r s  
and s e l e c t e d  s h i p ' s  company o f f i c e r s  on t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  
F i r s t  Corps T a c t i c a l  ZONE and,- i n - p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a r e a 3 0 f  KherSan, i n  a n t i c -  
i p a t i o n  of Operat ioq BALLISTIC ARMOR. 

COL MEYERS, SLF ALFA Commanding O f f i c e r ,  accompanied by LTCOL WEISE, 
Commanding O f f i c e r  of BLT 2/4,  a r r i v e d  on CLEVELAND on 21  January f o r  a  
t o u r  of t h e  sh ip  and a  demonstrat ion of t h e  c a p a b i l i t f e s  of an LPD. 

A f l a s h  message a t  221245H s e t  i n  motion Operation BALLISTIC ARMOR. 
Two hours  and f o e y  f i v e  minutes a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of t h e  message d i r e c t i n g  -- 

Amphibious Ready Group ALFA t o  conduct an a i rbo rne  amphibious landing ,  
elements of BLT 2/4 were landed i n  t h e  Objec t ive  Area n o r t h  of Hue. I n  
support  of t h e  ope ra t ion ,  on 23 January, 252 t roops ,  27,000 pounds of cargo 
and fou r  v e h i c l e s  were l i f t e d  by h e l o  from t h e  CLEVELAND i n  a t h r e e  hour 
per iod .  FOXTROT Company and HOTEL Ba t t e ry  were held i n  r e s e r v e  i n  CLEVELAND. 
CG I11 MAF assumed o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of elements of SLF ALFA a t  231130H. 

Having been r e l i e v e d  by F i r s t  A i r  Cavalry Div is ion ,  U. S. Army, Operation 
BALLISTIC ARMOR was terminated a t  261200B and CLEVELAND backloaded s e l e c t e d  
elements of SLF ALFA By LCM-8 from COL Co causeway, Hue River Mouth. A 1 1  
t roops  and equipment were backloaded by 2618218 i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  ope ra t ion  
FORTRESS ATTACK on 27 January. 

FORTRESS ATTACK, a completely h e l i c o p t e r  borne landing i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of Cam Lo had an  L-HOUR of 270900H. TG 76.4 H-34 he los  were augmented by 
TG 76.5 CH-46s. This  augmentation allowed t h e  CLEVELAND t o  debark 604 
t roops ,  12 v e h i c l e s  and 61,000 pounds of cargo on D-Day. D-Day was a l s o  
t h e  occasion of t h e  1,000th h e l o  landing  on t h e  CLEVELAND h e l o  deck. A VALLEY 
FORGE CH-46 became t h e  1,000th h e l o  on deck, f o r t u n a t e l y  dur ing  a  l u l l  i n  
ope ra t ions ,  and t h e  occasion was ce l eb ra t ed  wi th  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a cake 
t o  t h e  f l i g h t  crew. Off loading f o r  FORTRESS ATTACK was completed wi th  t h e  
t r a n s f e r  of 3.3 t ons  of "4.2" ammunition on 28 January .  CLEVELAND and t h e  
o t h e r  u n i t s  of TG 76.4 remained i n  a  suppor t ing  r o l e  f o r  BLT 214 w i t h  t h e  
IWO JIMA r e t a i n i n g  t h e  MEDEVAC duty  while  t h e  CLEVELAND, COMSTOCK, and 
WEXFORD COUNTY furn ished  l o g i s t i c  support .  

During t h e  TET Offensive on 30 January,  whi le  D a  Nang was placed under 
a  "red alert", CLEVELAND loaded 80 p a l l e t s  of Class V and I1 p a l l e t s  of 
Class  I L-FORM whi le  anchored i n  Da Nang Harbor. The s h i p  s e t  Weapons 
Condition I11 and maximum i n p o r t  s e c u r i t y .  I n  answer t o  a r eques t  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  from Commander Amphibious Force Seventh F l e e t ,  CLEVELAND got  
underway upon completion of loading L-FORM and rep len ished  t h e  USS 
COOK (APD 130) w i th  64,522 ga l lons  NSFO u t i l i z i n g  a  "c lose  in"  r i g .  This  
w a s  a  h igh ly  succes s fu l  evo lu t ion  and aga in  gave evidence of t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  
of t h e  LPD. 

While i n  support  of FORTRESS ATTACK a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  ope ra t ions ,  t h e  
embarked LCM-8s were u t i l i z e d  f r equen t ly  t o  move s p a r e  p a r t s ,  v e h i c l e s  
and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  up t h e  Cua Viet  River  t o  Dong Ha and t o  b r i n g  out  
v e h i c l e s  and t roops  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o r  r o t a t i o n .  
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Long per iods  of op-area steaming were C e l l  used f o r  e x e r c i s e s  and 
t r a i n i n g  per iods .  UNREPS were scheduled about every 4-5 days wi th  alter- 
n a t e  TG 76.4 s h i p s  being des igna ted  f o r  A0 UNREPS. This a l t e r n a t i o n  of 
UNREP assured  t h e  TRANSCOR m a t e r i a l  and personnel  f o r  t h e  TG s h i p s  would 
always be rece ived .  UNREPS were p r imar i ly  scheduled f o r  pe r iods  of dark- 
ness .  

On 2 February CLEVELAND hosted a  US0 "Sold iers  Show". 

With increased  VCINVA a c t f v i t y  i n  t h e  I C T Z  and increased  s t r i k e s  a t  
a i r f i e l d s ,  t h e  concept of "Helo Havens" was adopted. A l l  TG 76.4 and 
76.5 s h i p s  wi th  h e l o  deck c a p a b i l i t y  were made a v a i l a b l e  a s  a n i g h t  t ime 
p l ace  of s a f e t y  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e i r  crews. I f  a n  a i r b a s e  w a s  under ,  
o r  th rea tened  by a t t a c k ,  Army and Marine he los  would seek t h e  s a f e t y  of 
t h e  Ready ~ r o u p . ' s  h e l o  decks f o r  t h e  n i g h t  and depa r t ,  gene ra l ly  around f i r s t  
l i g h t .  TACAN and UHF homers were used t o  v e c t o r  i n  t h e  h e l o q a n d  t h e  Army 
soon learned  t o  u s e  F l e e t  Common t o  r a i s e  t h e  s h i p s  on r ad io .  The he lo  
crews were always a p p r e c i a t i v e  of a  ho t  shower, c l e a n  l i n e n ,  good food and 

-most of a l l  a  peacefu l  n i g h t s  s l eep .  This  "Helo Haven' concept was i n  
e f f e c t  from t h e  TET o f f e n s i v e  and cont inued throughout t h e  deployment. 

The increased  VCINVA a c t i v i t y  denied t h e  normal supply channels  t o  t h e  
Northern ICTZ dur ing  e a r l y  February. The CLEVELAND and COMSTOCK were 
des igna ted  t o  move c r i t i c a l  Army and Marine ammunition from DaKang t o  
Camp Evans and Hue r e s p e c t i v e l y .  On 7 February, CLEVELAND loaded 550 tons  
of ammunition i n  'DaNang Harbor f o r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  a  l o c a t i o n  o f f  t h e  DMZ 
f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r  " in  country". Loading w a s  complicated by DaNang 
once aga in  being under a t t a c k .  Maximum s e c u r i t y  measures were taken a t  
anchor i nc lud ing  t h e  u s e  of hand grenades a t  random l o c a t i o n s  and t imes ,  
an  armed p i c k e t  boa t ,  p rope l lo r  s h a f t s  t u rn ing  over a t  05 RPM, and armed 
s e n t r i e s  tops ide .  During t h i s  loading evolu t ion ,  a r a t e  of over a  t o n  a  
minute g. sus t&ined  over an- 8 hour p e r i ~ d ,  was 'achieved. 

The ma jo r i t y  of t h e  day- l igh t  pe r iods  from 8-18 February were 
spen t  on s t a t i o n  o f f  t h e  DMZ t r a n s f e r r i n g  400 tons  of ammunition by 
helo.  Army CH-54s were t h e  mainstay of t h e  ammunition l i f t ,  being a b l e  
t o  l i f t  8 p a l l e t s  weighing 7 tons ,  ex t e rna l ly , each  t r i p .  CH-53s and CH-47s 
were employed f r equen t ly  a l s o .  The o f f load  w a s  delayed by bad weather ,  low 
c e i l i n g s ,  non-ava i l ab i l i t y  of he los  and e s c o r t  gunships (UH-1Es). P e l i -  
cop te r s  wi th  e x t e r n a l  l i f t s  of ammunition must have a  minimum c e i l i n g  
of 1500 f e e t  t o  prec lude  befng a favo*ed t a r g e t  of enemy small  a r m s  f i r e .  

With continued bad weather ,  on t h e  1 9 t h  of February, t h e  d e c i s i o n  
w a s  made t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  remaining 200 tons  of ammunition t o  Dong Ha v i a  
ARGILCM-8 boa t s .  The o f f load  was completed t h e  next  day d e s p i t e  t h e  
boa t s  be ing  har rassed  by spo rad ic  rounds of incoming mortar  f i r e .  

On t h e  n i g h t  of 19 February, a  Marine CH-53 went down a t  s e a  between 
Phu Bai and Danang. CLEVELAND joined o t h e r  s h i p s  i n  a  SAR mission under 
c o n t r o l  of CTF 76. 
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From completion of the critical ammunition offload until 14 March, 
the termination of FORTRESS ATTACK, CLEVELAND remained in the holding 
area conducting periodic Admin/Log trips to DaNang. LCM-8s were dispatched 
for intership transfer and movement of BLT 214 equipment, personnel, and 
supplies to Dong Ha, the Cua Viet River Mouth ramp and Mai Xa Thi. The rou- 
tine was broken by on-station relief of ACDIV 13 boat crews by personnel 
of ACDIV 11 detachment "N" on 9 March. As the enemy action, on Sunday, 10 
March, an ammunition/POL fire was started at the staging area,in vicinity 
of Cua Viet River Mouth ramp. Upon loss of communications with the NSA 
representative, a CLEVELAND LCM-8 with the Combat Cargo Offfcer embarked 
was ordered to establish lfaision concerning the status of the fire and the 
need for assistance. As secondary explosions continued, assistance in the form 
of medical personnel, MEDEVAC and additional firefighting teams with equip- 
ment was requested. CLEVELAND and ALAMO responded with rescue and assist- 
ance teams and medical personnel being dispatched by LCM-8; while the IWO 
JIMA dispatched firefightfng equipment by helo and also furnished helo 
MEDEVAC. Secondary explosions caused by exploding ammunition severgly 
jeopardized firefightfng efforts. Personnel casualties were helo evacu- 
ated to the IWO JIMA while CLEVELAND received six casualties via LCM-8. 

With the termination of FORTRESS ATTACK on 14 March, BLT 2/4 remained 
11 in country" in support of Operation SALINE I1 while units of Ready Group 
ALFA proceeded independently to Subic Bay for upkeep. 

Upon arrival in Subic Bay, on the afternoon of 16 March, 59 BLT 2/4 
vehicles were offloaded for maintenance;as well as ammunition which was off- 
loaded for inventory and repalletfzation. Major upkeep items were the repair 
of well deck batter boards and overhaul of attached LCM-8s. SRF Subic Bay 
once again did outstanding work on the batter boards, but when CLEVELAND shifted 
anchorage on 24 March, for backloading BLT 2/4 equipment and material, it 
was discovered that the work on 3 of the 4 LCM-8s was unsatisfactory. This 
necessitated returning the boats to the SRF Boat Annex for emergency addit- 
ional corrective action during the night. 

CLEVELAND departed Subic Bay independently on 25 March, conducted 
gunnery exercises, and then proceeded to ICTZ South Vietnam where, on 
27 March, ARG ALFA was reconstituted and commenced support of BLT 2/4 
employed in the Cua Viet River area in Operation FORTRESS ATTACK 11. 

On 5 and 12 April, the CLEVELAND Chaplain went "in country" for 
three and five days respectively, on duty with BLT 2/4. 

CLEVELAND had the distinction of being the flagship for CTF 76, 
COMPHIBFORSEVENTHFLT, from 14-18 April when RADM William W. BEHRmS, USN, 
shifted his flag to the CLEVELAND while his regular flagship, USS ESTES 
(AGC 12), was out of the area. 

On Thursday, 18 April, the CLEVELAND'S Commanding Officer and four 
ships company officers were escorted by a Civic Action Officer of NSADaNang 
on a tour of that city and outlying villages including a Vietnamese 
hospital. A contribution of $380 from the crew of the CLEVELAND was 
presented to the NSA Civic Action,GPoup for the purpose of assisting fn 
the construction of a school building in the village of Tam TAo near baiq-, 
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On t h e  same d a t e ,  t h e  CLEVELAND'S Medical O f f i c e r  and two Hospi ta l  Corp- 
men re turned  from a t h r e e  day MEDCAP v i s i t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  of Nam Tho and 
Hans Hfen Dong where they t r e a t e d  approximately 200 Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  

Communication Secur i ty  (COMSEC) Team Two, Detachment Alfa ,  r epo r t ed  on 
board 1 3  A p r i l  t o  monitor ARG communication c i r c u i t s .  Af t e r  s e v e r a l  days 
i t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  f l a g  configured LPD's, without  t h e  s t a f f  embarked 
served a s  an i d e a l  p la t form t h e  t h e  COMSEC ope ra t ions .  

LVT t r a i n i n g  was conducted on 19  and 20 A p r i l  f o r  ALFA, BRAVO, HOTEL, 
and SIERRA Companies of t h e  1st M R A C  BN s t a t i o n e d  ashore  a t  Cua Vie t  River 
Mouth. 

On Sunday, t h e  21s t  of Apr i l ,  t h e  CLEVELAND ce leb ra t ed  h e r  f i r s t  anniver- 
s a r y .  CTG 76.4, Captain T.C. NARBERT and CTG 79.4, LTCOL FIELDS, p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  a b i r thday  p a r t y  a s  honored gues ts .  The events  included f i s h i n g  p a r t i e s ,  
s p o r t i n g  even t s ,  a barbecue cook-out on he lo  deck, t h r e e  bands, and va r ious  
tournaments. A s  t h i s  most enjoyable day was ending, a CLEVELAND LCM-8 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  rescue  a t  s ea  of two USAF P i l o t s  who had e j e c t e d  from 
t h e i r  d i sab led  F-4 wh i l e  r e t u r n i n g  from a mission over North Vietnam. A s  a 
&ncidence, t h e  s e n i o r  p i l o t  rescued was a r e s i d e n t  of Cleveland, Ohio. 

The s h i p ' s  Medical O f f i c e r  and two corpmen departed 25 A p r i l  f o r  a f i v e  
day MEDCAP v i s i t .  The team re s ided  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Hua Cuong, t rea t ing  over  
400 c i v i l i a n s .  The doc tor  and two corpmen rece ived  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of appreci-  
a t i o n  signed by RADM J. B .  OSBORN, COMNAVSUPPACT, DaNang. 

CLEVELAND conducted h e r  f i r s t  v e r t i c a l  replenishment on 28 A p r i l ,  rece iv-  
i n g  9.5 tons  of s t o r e s  and 9 tons  of p rov i s ions  from USS NIAGRA FALLS (AFS-3). 
The f l e x i b i l i t y  and r a p i d i t y  of t r a n s f e r  u s ing  two CH-46s w a s  impressive.  

On 1 May, dur ing  unusual ly  hea-yy a c t i o n  and enemy eontact . -north of t h e  Cua 
Viet  River ,  t h e  IWO JIMA began r ece iv ing  MEDVAC cases  from " i n  country" BLT 2/4. 
In  response t o  a r eques t  f o r  medical personnel  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  CLEVELAND'S 
Medical O f f i c e r  and two corpsmen were s e n t  t o  a s s i s t  Su rg ica l  Team 10,  
embarked aboard IWO J I M A ,  With t h e  IWO JIMA and VALLEY FORGE (TG 76.5) 
s a tu rh t ed  wi th  c a s u a l t i e s , t h e  Hospi ta l  sh ip  REPOSE furn ished  a d d i t i o n a l  med- 
i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The CLEVELAND was s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  REPOSE 
t o  a c t  a s  a communication r e l a y  sh ip .  Contact was r e t a i n e d  wi th  the  IWO JIMA 
v i a  t h e  KY-8 covered c i r c u i t s  whi le  F l e e t  Common and f l a s h i n g  l i g h t  were used 
wi th  t h e  REPOSE. This r e l a y  extended u n t i l  7 May at which t i m e  t h e  c a s u a l t y  
r a t e  was reduced t o  t he  po in t  where TG f a c i l i t i e s  were once aga in  a b l e  t o  
handle t h e  unusual c a s u a l t y  flow. 

CLEVELAND proceeded t o  DaNang on 1 3  May t o  embark COMPHIBRON SEVEN, 
Prospec t ive  CTG 76.4, and CADRE STAFF t o  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  IWO J I M A  t h e  
fol lowing morning. Also on 14 May, ETN2  was s e n t  TAD t o  t h e  WEST- 
CHESTER COUNTY t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e p a i r  of t h e i r  SRC-21 r ad ios .  This  i n s t a n c e  
w a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of many such r eques t s  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  CLEVELAND 
was a b l e  t o  provide because of a depth of q u a l i f i e d  personnel .  

On 15  May CLEVELAND conducted he r  29th and f i n a l  UNREP wi th  USS CASTOR 
(AKS-1) r ece iv ing  7 tons  of s t o r e s .  Cer ta fn  d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered during 
UNREPS could be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a l a c k  of f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  t h e  LPD type  by t h e  
support  sh ip .  This  cond i t i on  was aggravated by t h e  l a c k  of UNREP s t a t i o n  d a t a  
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f o r  t h e  LPD-7 c l a s s  i n  t h e  COMSERVPAC INST 03180.6. One of t h e  most unique 
phys i ca l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  LPD-7 i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of UNREP s t a t i o n s .  These 
a r e  cons iderably  a f t ,  which complicates  s t a t i o n  keeping and t h e  tending  o t  t r a n s f e r  
r i g s .  Other f e a t u r e s  a f f e c t i n g  underway replenishment opera t ions  t o  a 
l e s s e r  degree a re :  (1) forward p o s i t i o n  of conning s t a t i o n  (Bridge wings) ,  
(2) forward l o c a t i o n  of p i v o t  po in t ,  (3) he lo  deck catwalk and o t h e r  f i x e d  
appurtenances extending 12-15 f e e t  outboard from h u l l ,  (4)  f u e l i n g  a t  s ea  
winch loca t ed  s t a rboa rds ide  s t a t i o n  1, (5) he igh t  of UNREP s t a t i o n s  and 
t r i p o d s ,  36 f e e t  and 54 f e e t  r e s p e c t i v e l y  above t h e  water  l i n e ,  and (6) a 
l a r g e  f reeboard  and s a i l  a r e a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  forward. 

On 1 8  May, RADM J. B. SMITH, USN, Prospec t ive  COMPHIBPAC and p a r t y  a r r i v e d  
f o r  lunch and a deomonstration of CLEVELAND'S c a p a b i l i t i e s .  Upon completion 
of t h e  v i s i t ,  LVTs which had been brought on board from " in  country",  were 
of f loaded .  CLEVELAND -ms detached t o  proceed independent ly t o  Subic Bay 
f o r  upkeep and i t s  r e l i e f  of ARG ALFA d u t i e s  by USS DUBUOUE (LPD-8). 

Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Subic Bay on t h e  a f te rnoon of t h e  20th of May, a l l  remaining 
BLT 214 v e h i c l e s  and baggage, Class I B/A, and t h e  LSU block of supp l i e s  
were s taged ashore  f o r  f u r h t e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  DUBUOUE. The fou r  embarked 
LCM-8s were detached t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e i r  pa ren t  u n i t  f o r  upkeep. 

The DUBUOUE a r r i v e d  i n  Subfc on 24 May wi th  turn-over b r i e f i n g s  be ing  
held on 24 and 25 May. On 26 May CLEVELAND was r e l i e v e d  as a u n i t  of 
Amphibious Ready Group ALFA. 

CLEVELAND departed from Subic Bay on 28 May f o r  Hong Kong, a r r i v i n g  on 30 
May f o r  f i v e  days of l i b e r t y  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The per iod  of 4-5 June was spent  
enroute  €0 Buckner Bay, Okinawa f o r  t h e  .purpose of o f f load ing  L-FORM. P i e r  
space w a s  no t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  Buckner Bay. Unloading a t  aqchorage, however, 
proved t o  be  no problem. CG NINTH MAB arranged f o r  one YFU, one LCU, t h r e e  
LCM-6, and t h e  necessary  beach support  f o r  an expedi t ious  o f f load .  550 SIT 
of L-FORM were of f loaded  i n  l e s s  than  eleven hours.  

With adequate  boa t  support  and good weather ,  t h e  loading and unloading 
of cargo from an LPD can b e  accomplished even more r a p i d l y  a t  anchor than  
a longs ide  a p i e r .  This  is  accomplished wi th  t h e  f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  
s i x  w e l l  deck monorail  c ranes  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  B&A crane  employed i n  load- 
ing lunloading  a boa t  a long s t a rboa rd  s i d e .  

The sh ip  got  underway 8 June f o r  Yokosuka, Japan a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  on 10  June 
f o r  a f i v e  day upkeep per iod .  On 15  June CLEVELAND became a member of Task 
Unit 16.9.7 wi th  COMPHIBRON THREE ernbarked i n  I W O  J I M A  a s  Commander of t h e  
7'-sk Unit.  An 18.4 knot SOA requi red  t h e  CLEVELAND and IWO JIMA t o  depa r t  
Yokisuka p r i o r  t o  0700 on 1 5  June,  Favorable s e a s  and t u r n s  f o r  19.5 knots  
enabled t h e  Task Unit t o  a r r i v e  i n  P e a r l  Harbor a t  220800W. 

Af ter  c l e a r i n g  U. S. Customs, and s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  requirements  of t h e  
quarant ine  and Agr i cu l tu re  i n spec t ion ,  t h e r e  was a b r i e f  bu t  p l easan t  
oppor tuni ty  t o  enjoy t h e  i s l a n d  of Oahu. 
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During t h e  abbrevia ted  in-por t  per iod ,  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  
CLEVELAND joined COMPHIBRON THREE f o r  a c a l l  on Deputy CINCPACFLT. With 
t h e  depa r tu re  of COMPHIBRON THREE f o r  TAD i n  Washington, D.C. ,  t h e  Command- 
i n g  O f f i c e r .  of t h e  IWO J I M A  assumed OTC of t h e  Task Unit f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s i t  
t o  San Diego. 

The P e a r l  Harbor t o  San Diego t r a n s i t  aga in  n e c e s s i t a t e d  an extremely 
high SOA of 18.3 knots .  To main ta in  PIM CLEVELAND was r equ i r ed  t o  make 215 
RPM wi th  216.8 RPM being  t h e  requirement f o r  F u l l  Power a t  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  
temperature encountered and wi th  t h e  e x i s t i n g  displacement.  

A t  0900 on t h e  morning of t h e  28th of June,  VADM J .B .  SMITH, COMPHIBPAC, 
a r r i v e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  welcome t h e  r e t u r n  of CLEVELAND t o  CONUS a f t e r  
an 8-112 month deployment t o  WESTPAC. 

J u l y  was des igna ted  as a pos t  deployment l eave  and upkeep period.  

An Awards P r e s e n t a t i o n  and Command Personnel  In spec t ion  was he ld  on 
26 J u l y  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  J u l y  31  Change of Command. A t  t h i s  ceremony, 
Captain R.A. HOGSED was r e l i e v e d  as Commanding Of f i ce r  by Captain I. W. 
LINDER. Rear Admiral BEHRENS, COMPHIBGRU ONE, was i n  at tendance.  Captain 
T. C. HARBERT, COMPHIBRON THREE, t h e  p r i n c i p l e  speaker ,  p resented  t h e  Bronze 
S t a r  w i th  Combat "V" t o  Captain HOGSED. 

The upkeep per iod  was continued through August. On August 4 th ,  e igh teen  
WAF'S from Norton A i r  Force Base were gues t s  of t h e  CLEVELAND. They a t tended  
P r o t e s t e n t  Worship Se rv i ces ,  had brunch, and toured t h e  sh ip .  The fol lowing 
day, seventeen s e n i o r  Marine O f f i c e r s ,  a t t end ing  Landing Force Tra in ing  
Unit schools ,  were given a complete t o u r  of spaces which would b e  involved 
i n  Marine a c t i v i t i e s .  On August 7 th ,  Captain A. M. SACHETT, of t h e  Bureau of Naval 
Pe r sonne l l fo r  u n i t  Cohunanders and EASTPAC Commanding O f f i c e r s ,  p resented  a 
b r i e f i n g ,  hosted by t h e  CLEVELAND, on Of f i ce r  Retent ion.  I n  p o r t  damage 
c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e s  occupied t h e  9 th ,  through 1 1 t h  of August. An Independent 
Steaming Exerc ise  w a s  conducted from August 1 2 t h  u n t i l  August 15 th .  During 
t h e  per iod  a l l  departments were exerc ised  a t  gene ra l  d r i l l s ,  however, 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  were encountered when inclement weather precluded some intended 
t r a i n i n g  and a F l e e t  Exerc ise  minimized t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s e r ~ i c e s .  

Vice Admiral W.  W. PRATT, COMPHIBTRAPAC, r e tu rned  a c a l l  on PHIBRON THREE 
on t h e  1 7 t h ,  by t o u r i n g  t h e  va r ious  spaces on t h e  CLEVELAND. Also on t h i s  
d a t e  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  and c e r t a i n  Department Heads a t tended  a pre- 
s a i l  conference f o r  BLTLEX 2-68, 

BLTLEX 2-68 began wi th  t h e  CLEVELAND, as a u n i t  of TG 176.4, t ak ing  
t h r e e  ACRON LCM-8's i n t o  t h e  w e l l  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  BELLE GROVE 
(LSD-2) o f f  Camp Del Mar. The e x e r c i s e  commenced on 19  August. Upon 
anchoring a t  anchorage o f f  t h e  D e l  Mar boat  b a s f n , t h e  LPD-7 commenced t o  load  
t roops ,  v e h i c l e s ,  and cargo, High su r f  would no t  a l low t h e  LVT's engaged 
i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  t o  l eave  t h e  beach. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  
LVT's t o  e n t e r  t h e  s u r f ,  CTG 176.4, COMPHIBRON FIVE embarked on t h e  OKINAWA, 
ordered t h e  CLEVELAND t o  remain a t  Del Mar u n t i l  a f t e r  f i r s t  l i g h t .  I f  a t  
t h a t  t ime loading  of t h e  LVT's were accomplfsh&,':he CLEVELAND was t o  r e j o i n  
t h e  main body of t h e  group whfch had proceeded t o  t h e  OpArea. This  was done and 
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consequently a new H-Hour e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i th  t h e  landing  f o r c e  being ordered 
ashore  a t  201400T. 

With completion of t h e  r e h e a r s a l  l anding  and c r i t i q u e ,  t h e  u n i t s  of t h e  
e x e r c i s e  proceeded independent ly in tending  t o  rendezvous o f f  m T t e  Beach, 
Camp Pendleton,  C a l i f o r n i a .  Other s h i p s  involved were t h e  USS OKINAWA 
(LPH-3), JEROME COUNTY (LST-848), and BELLE GROVE (LSD-2). An underway 
launch o f  the'll LVT's f o r  an  0800 H-Hour began t h e  off-load of t roops ,  
equipment, and v e h i c l e s  which was complete by 1535T on t h e  21s t .  Detached 
a t  210700T from TG 176.4, t h e  CLEVELAND exerc ised  a t  damage c o n t r o l  d r i l l s  
enroute  t o  San Diego. 

The per iod  of 23 t o  29 August was spent  i n  p o r t .  M r .  S. Giannccolo of 
t h e  West Coast Shock-Test F a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  San Francisco Naval Shipyard, 
b r i e f e d  a l l  o f f i c e r s  concerning t h e  forthcoming shock t e s t .  The b r i e f i n g  
w a s  27 August. The IWO JIMA was inspec ted  a t  damage c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e s  
on t h e  28th by t h e  CLEVELAND,which w a s  inspec ted  by t h e  TULARE on t h e  29th. 
Add i t iona l ly , t he  Naval E lec t ron ic s  Labortory i n  San Diego inspec ted  t h e  
e l e c t r o n i c  equipment i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  shock t e s t .  The in spec t ion  
continued dur ing  1 September. 

CLEVELAND personnel  a s s i s t e d  COMPHIBRON THREE i n  t h e  Adminis t ra t ive  
Inspec t ion  of t h e  IWO JIMA on t h e  3rd and 4 th  of September. Concurrent ly 
t h e  Embarked Sec t ion  of t h e  Landing Force Tra in ing  Command s h o t  f i l m  of t h e  
CLEVELAND demonstrat ing LPD c a p a b i l i t i e s .  The f i l m  was intended f o r  u se  
a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y .  

A Branding I r o n  CPX Exerc ise  was p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  on September 6 th .  
D r .  Giannoccolo of t h e  Shock Tes t  F a c i l i t y  he ld  a p r e - t e s t  b r i e f i n g  f o r  
observers  and engineers  a t  091300T, 9 September on t h e  CLEVELAND. On t h e  
fol lowing day, wh i l e  underway, f i v e  unsuccessfu l1  a t tempts  were made t o  
f i r e  a 10,000 pound charge f o r  sho t  number one i n  t h e  shock t e s t  s e r i e s .  
A t  111727T 11 September t h e  charge was s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i r e d .  No m a t e r i a l  
o r  personnel  c a s u a l t i e s  were incur red .  The 40,000 pound charge of HBX-1 
w a s  f i r e d  a t  121740T, 12 September. The t e s t i n g  w a s  completed a t  1830T. 
A f i n a l  shock t e s t  c r i t i q u e  w a s  he ld  i n  p o r t ,  San Diego,on t h e  13 th .  

110 USS DENVER (LPD-9) personnel  were rece ived  on 1 3  September f o r  
be r th ing  and t r a i n i n g .  

The USS UNION re turned  from a deployment t o  WESTPAC and Ras hosted 
by t h e  CLEVELAND on t h e  16 th  of t h e  month. 

Underway f o r  Po r t  Hueneme a t  0830T, two Monitors had been embarked 
i n  t h e  we l l .  A t  P o r t  Hueneme a p a i r  of twenty ton  d i s t i l l i n g  u n i t s  were 
loaded f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f e r  t o  Hunters Po in t .  Berthed a t  Hunters Po in t  
San Francisco on t h e  20th,  t h e  d i s t i l l i n g  u n i t s  were of f loaded ,  and followed , 
by l i b e r t y  commencing f o r  t h e  week-end. A t  0800, 23 September, i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  ' 

of Mare I s l and  t h e  CLEVELAND b a l l a s t e d  down and launched t h e  embarked 
Monitors consigned t o  NIOTC. Proceeding t o  San Diego on t h e  24th,-h&li-  
cop te r  deck q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were he ld  from 1730 t o  2000. COMPHIBRON THREE 
re-embarked upon t h e  s h i p ' s  a r r i v a l  i n  San Diego. 
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Damage Control  d r i l l s  conducted on t h e  USS TULARE (LKA-112) were 

observed 26 September by t h e  CLEVELAND. 

B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 1/28 embarked 35 o f f i c e r s ,  517 e n l i s t e d  men, 
61 v e h i c l e s  and 18  p a l l e t s  of cargo on f October. Proceeding from anchor- 
age a t  Coronado Roads, CLEVELAND s o r t i e d  a s  a u n i t  of TU 176.2.4 p a r t i c i -  
p a t i n g  i n  FLEETEX 5-68. During t h e  4 t h  of October an  unrep was conducted 
wi th  t h e  TOLOVANA and p a r t  w a s  taken i n  a RAIDEX on San Clemente I s l and .  
Rehearsal  Day a t  Camp Pendleton was October 5 t h  and D-Day t h e  7 th .  With 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  complete, COMPHIBRON THREE re-embarked on t h e  8 th .  An LCAX 
experimental  amphibious v e h i c l e  being c a r r i e d  was evaluated and gene ra l  
d r i l l s  were conducted as t h e  s h i p  re turned  t o  San Diego. 

Upkeep continued through 24 October. Rear Admiral WILLIAMS, t h e  
Inspec to r  General of t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  pa id  a c a l l  on t h e  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  on t h i s  da t e .  

The DENVER personnel ,  p rev ious ly  embarked on 20 September, depar ted .  

The Pos t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  per iod o f f i c i a l l y  commenced on 24 
October. Actual  work d i d  no t  s t a r t  on any of t h e  jobs u n t i l  15  November. 
The de lay  was occasioned by t h e  l a t e  completion of s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  The 
de lay  u l t i m a t e l y  caused an  e x t e n t i o n  of t h e  PSA period.  

Damage Control  e x e r c i s e s  were observed on t h e  USS WHETSTONE (LfiD-27) 
by t h e  CLEVELAND on t h e  24th and on t h e  CLEVELAND by t h e  USS COLONIAL 
(LSD-18) on t h e  28th. The Commanding O f f i c e r ,  Chief In spec to r ,  and two 
CLEVELAND o f f i c e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Technical  Assist V i s i t  on t h e  USS 
COOK (APD-130) on 31  October. The Medical O f f i c e r  conducted a Medical 
In spec t ion  concurren t ly  wfth t h e  T.A.V. 

A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  PSA s p e c i f f c a t i o n s  had been i ssued  and v a r i a u s  
p lanners  of c i v i l i a n  yards  were in spec t ing  i tems of t h e  work package. 
Bids had no t  y e t  been received.  

COMPHIBTRAPAC, Rear Admiral R.R. PRATT, made an i n d o c t r i n a t i o n a l  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  CLEVELAND on November 1st. A t  t h i s  t ime a t o t a l  of 357 
personnel  were on board t h e  CLEVELAND. 

The PSA c o n t r a c t  w a s  le t  on 1 3  November, w i th  work intended t o  commence 
on t h e  15 th .  On t h e  1 4 t h  an a r r i v a l  conference was conducted on board 
t h e  CLEVELAND. The c o n t r a c t  had been awarded t o  t h e  Nat iona l  S t e e l  and 
Shipbuilding Company, 

I n  order  t o  prepare  f o r  t h e  20 November COMPHIBRON THREE Change of 
Command, a d r e s s  r e h e a r s a l  of t h e  ceremony was he ld  on t h e  1 9 t h  of t h e  
month. Vice Admiral R.R. PRATT, COMPHIBTRAPAC, w a s  t h e  ceremony's 
p r i n c i p a l  speaker.  

On t h e  26th of November t h e  Nuclear Weapons Acceptance Inspec t ion  
Tra in ing  A s s i s t  V i s i t  was conducted. The same day LCDR , represent -  
i n g  t h e  COMPHIBPAC Career Information Team, presented  a l e c t u r e  t o  t h e  
s h i p s ' s  o f f i c e r s  concerning e n l i s t e d  r e t e n t i o n .  
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A s  t h e  PSA cont inued i n t o  December, t h e  NRFC, (Naval Regional Finance 
Center)  San Diego, a u d i t  board examined t h e  pay r eco rds  and a s soc i a t ed  
documents. The a u d i t  was conducted on t h e  days from t h e  2nd t o  t h e  4 t h  
of t h e  month. Progress  on t h e  PSA w a s  considered t o  b e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  wi th  
no p o t e n t i a l l y  de lay ing  i tems  known a t  t h a t  d a t e .  

An NWAI "Shape" w a s  rece ived  on board f o r  handl ing ,  s t o r a g e  and 
s e c u r i t y .  The Shape, rece ived  on t h e  n i n t h ,  was used i n  conjunct ion  wi th  
d r i l l s  conducted d a i l y  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  NWAI t o  b e  held 6 January 
1969. 

The CLEVELAND was o f f i c i a l l y  recognized a s  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  Force 
~ommander'? Personnel  Excel lence Award on 4 December. Extensive a l t e r a t i o n  
of t h e  messdeck requi red  t h e  crew t o  e a t  a t  t h e  Naval S t a t i o n  Galley from 
t h e  9 t h  t o  t h e  22nd of t h e  month. 

The NWAI MK 57 t r a i n i n g  "Shape" w a s  o f f loaded  on t h e  t w e l f t h  and 
r e tu rned  t o  PHIBPAC custody. During a personnel  i n spec t ion  on t h e  
fol lowing day, f o u r  e n l i s t e d  personnel  were presented  w i t h  t h e  Commander 
SeventhTFteet L e t t e r  of Commendation. These were awarded f o r  performance 
dur ing  t h e  WESTPAC c r u i s e .  

The year  ended w i t h  t h e  Holiday l eave  per iod  and t h e  con t inua t ion  of 
t h e  PSA. On 30 December a s h i p s  p a r t y  w a s  he ld  a t  t h e  F i r s t  and Second 
Class P e t t y  O f f i c e r  Club a t  t h e  32nd S t r e e t  Naval Base, San Diego. 




