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Subj: CSBMAND HISKRY OFUSS CaRB (-52) 

Ref : (a) OEWiVIlWT 5750.12D 

-1: (1) Coaarand Oonpositia and Organization 
(2) Chronolog~y of lwmts 
(3) CaaMad Narrative 
(4) Olelcame Pboard Rmgblet 

1. In accordance with reference (a), 
foxwaded. 



USS CARR is attached to Destruyer Squadron SIX, haneported at Charles-, 
Sauth Carolina. 

w t  'Ib excort and protect orwnroys, underway replenishment group, 
amghi.bi0t.w landing graqps and carrier battle groups. 

& i :  Heliqter Anti-Suhnarine Squadron LIGHT FCUR 
(-44) Detachrent EWR based at NAF Mayport, Florida. Aircraft - 1 S-6OB 
Skdmdc (BueJD 162334). 



1. Ccnmand History of Events is as follows: 

27 Jul 85 - C b d o g i d  at Seattle, washington* 
26 ktg 85 - far Cbarlertcm, Sauth Carolina, 
28 Plllg 85 - Assisted distressed Fishing V e s s e l  "Aluetian Seattle* off the 

California mast 
30 Aug - 04 SEP 85 - Inport at  San Diego, C?i for Labor Day wdced, 
13 Seg 85 - Inport at  Wal Statim, Rdman, Panaara, 
14 SQp 85 - Transit @f Panima Camlo SHl   f i r s t  reenlistment 

a f t e r  cunnissiming. 
17 - 20 Oct 85 - Ingort Tela, Honduras (participated E3mj ect Elandclasp) 
23 - 28 Sep 85 - Inport K i n g s t o l l ,  Jmaica (participated Project 

Handclasp). 
30 Sep 85 - Arrive Ckarleston, SC. 
01 - 10 kt 85 - Gm@leted Training & Readiness Evaluation ('IRE) and 

Cambat Sea Systems Qualification Trials (CSSQT). 
12 Oct - 10 Nw 85 - In i t i a l  Refresher Training at Gum- Bay, Cuba. 
11 Ncnr 85 - Arrive Charle~ton, SC* 
24 - 26 hbv 85 - W S f f  Trials. 
27 Nw 85 - 07 Jan 86 - &port Charlestcm, SC (Roliday ftpreep). 
08 Jan 86 - Wderway for ~ c f ~  Island, Bahamas- 
09 - 12 Jan 86 - Iqmrt Fort Laudezdale, FL, 
14 - 17 Jan 86 - fnpart Nassau, Bahamas. 
18 - 20 Jan 86 - Operations off Andsos Island, Bahamas6 
22 J m  - 24 M 86 - mt mle~b~, SC* 
Feb 86 - Final Gmtract Trials,  
10 B@r 06 - Undemay/lSSRSl 36 e k e d ,  Clharlestan Operat* Area. 
25 Mm - 05 Apr 86 - Carrier Escort Duty with USS FDiRRESTAL. 
06 - 07 Apr 86 - Inport m r t ,  FL. 
08 - 12 Apr 86 - Inport Savannah, GA* 
14 Apr - 04 May 86 - frrpart Charles-, SC. 
05 - 23 May 86 - Carrier E s a x t  Duty for USS JOHN F. KENNEIlY 
25 - 29 M y  86 - mt EJassau, Bahamas. 
30 May - 31 Jul 86 - fmgort Cbarle~tcn, SC. 
01 - 03 Aug 86 - Udemay far Pbst Shalcedokln Availability a t  Bath Iran 

Works, Ebrtland Ship Repair Facility, Wtland,  IS. *ked midehipmn f roar 
the U.S. Wal Academy a d  Virginia Mili&uy Institute. 

04 Aug 86 - 04 Feb 87 - Ibst Shake&m -lability period canpleted a t  
Bath Iron Works, Rartland Ship Repair Facility, Ebrtland, IS, 

05 - 13 Feb 87 - lMemay for stress tests and return to Charlestcn, SC 
10 - 12 Feb 87 - Ebored at  U.S. Naval Silencing Facility, H o l k ,  VA 
14 Feb - 12 Mar $7 - InpclPrt Charleston, SC. Ompleted Training and 

Readimss Eoaluatim. 
13 Mar - 17 Apr 87 - Refresher Training a t  Naval Station, Guantanam Bay, 

Cuba. 
19 Apr - 21 Apr 87 - mrt at Nmal Staticn, Roosevelt Roads, Azerto 

Rico. Gmpleticm of successful -1 missile f i r ing and cert if  icatim. 



25 - 27 Apr 87 - mrt at Naval Statian, m r t ,  FL 
28 A p r  - 10 May 87 - Inport Charleston, SC 
11 - 15 May 87 - Wxdemay foa: w e t i o n  of OPPE 
16 - 31 May 87 - fngort Charle~tm, SC 
01 - 15 Jun $7 - Mdshi~mea Training Cruise with midshim frern the U,S, 

Naval Acadery and the Virginia Military Institute, InclW port visits to 
Fort Lau3enWe and Miami, FL. 

16 JUN - 11 WG 87 - UFKEEP/kqmrt Charleston, SC 
12 - 28-Au~ 87 - FLEEtEX 4-87 
29 Aug - 12 Sep 87 - Inport Charlestcm, SC 
22 Sep 83 - Deployed to Middle East mtre 
01 Oct 83 - Inpxrt for refueling at Rmta blgado, Azores 
04 Oct 87 - Passed to in Mditerr- Sea 
06 - 12 Oct 87 - Inport at Pilma de Malloaca, Spain 
13 Oct 87 - Uderway for transit to Suez Qndl 
18 Oct $7 - a Qnal transit 
19 Dec 87 - 31 Dec 87 - Midldle Eisst Force qeratians 



uss CARR ammm HISIIOWY 

USS CARR (-52) waa cannissicaed an 27 July 1985 at  Todd Pacific 
Shipyards, Seattle, Washington with ammaaJder Robert J. HeRNE as itst f i r s t  
C h m d h g  Officer. The ship was nirn#d i n  hanor of Gurmerts Mate Third Class 
Paul Henry CARR, United States Naval Reserve wkm died while cnk#rd the USS 
SAKJEL B. ROBERIS (DE-413) at the Battle of Gulf. 

CARRts crew bad been aseesbliag for the prwiam six nronths i n  Norfolk, VA 
and had to Seattle in increasing m s b r s  as the ship canre to l ife.  As 
the ship departed Puget Saad on 26 August 1985, it l e f t  itst oprn sgecial nsrk 
i n  the hearts of the shipyard and the ci ty  wlmre it was born having the 
distinctim of being the l a s t  -7 class weuahip to be built & Tbdd Seattle. 

It w a s  cmly t w o  days into that t r ip  tbat CEllPR encuuntered a sea battered 
fishing boat, the Aluetian Seattle, which was discmend off the Wifcmnia 
Qastlim and sinking. Within the f ishibg boat was salvaged and cared 
for until a -st Guard cutter could tow it into safe wate rs .  

After a brief stop during the Labor Day weekend of 1985 at San Diego, 
California, ClrRR visited Naval Stat-, Rodman, Ranam priar to its transit of 
the Panama Canal. This was f o l l d  by prt visitbi to Tela, &mdwas aurd 
Kingstm, J d c a .  CARRts crew at#nsed exemplary spirit in helping local 
cammitiers through Project Handclasp, revitalizing sch#,ls, nradical buildings 
and local housing. 

30 &pte&er 1985, ClWZ arrived at  her mw bcnreport of Olarlestoa, 
Sauth Carolina. 'Ehis was rmt to be a rest stop. What fslllcxd were in i t ia l  
Refresher Training at  Gtutntanaseo Bay, W, Training and Readimss Evaluation 
and mt Sea Systernrs Qustlif ication Trials. aLe latter included a successful 
firing of two SM-1 miseilee. A l l  this had taken place in  a mtter of ai ly  45 
days. 

Afbr a holiday upkeep period, CARR was rea* again far more, ASW 
training at  the AVI'EC raage in the Eahmm was ane mare hurdle successfully 
canpleted. Elort v i s i t s  to  Nassau, Babaaras and Fort Laderdale, Florida 
affoaded the craw a well-earned break in  the action. 

In February 1986, (XtR was ready fa her Firal Contract Trials, Her 
rerrarSrable record of achi-t wer W f i.ri~t six mnths of life showed the 
true pmfessiarsaliar as her crew -kls Eirral Qntract Trials went a#lothly and 
successfully. CARR was MW wt of her goreaarmissidng phase and was truly a 
mal warship. 

W of 1986 saw CaRR iINQlved in multi-ship aperatians for the f i r s t  
the. After -king CDMXSXN 36, CX?R, dl- w i t h  m e a l  other DESK24 SIX 
assets escorted USS m her m o y m e n t  advanced phase carrier 
cperaticns. %is sea experience proved invaluable for her -, since nnany 



were e k i n g  with an aircraft carrier fclg the first time. Regretably horrwer, 
FtZRWl% lost am her aircraft, as an H-3 heliaapter of HS-7 crashed a t  sea. 
?he crew escam unhurt, but the aircraft was lost and sank nmrents b e f a  
w g s  motor wWeboat arrived. ranahd m staticm, aided in the rescue 
of the air  crew and wae praiaed by Cl3MXRGlW FWR f a r  t k  "extraordinary 
profesaimieaa far at  sea rescue c g r a t i a m . m  

Upon the ampletion of t he  operatiam, CYd?R accepted an invitation frun 
the Destroyv Squadron Eight shim in the exercise to spend a day in their 
m r t  of Mayport, Florida. Gpn arrival, both cauriers, t h ~  and 
many other ship ewe re^, s o w e s e m d t o h a v e t h e b a s e W t t o  
-selves as we thwoug)iry enjoyed aut brief stay. This was followed by a 
port visit to Savamah, Geoayia. The city "apem3 its' dborsa to C3RR and 
made UE stay i n  this beautiful old city truly one to remn&er. 

After arriving back in Charleatan on 12 April 1986, tkings seemed to be 
settling when on Sat-, 3 b y  1986, ClRR was ardered to get mikmay on 
Plbndary, 5 May, in order to neet a DEEWW SIX a x d t t m e n t  of prenriding- USS JCXN 
F. KRMElX e~yx)rt far her adv-ed phase ogeratiw. As the cl?ew scranbled 
aboard the mmhg of the Sth, the weksad duty section was mtting the 
f iniahing tarhes en m i n g  the ship far sailing. 'Ihe operatiam that 
follcmed were samvhat typical of carrier escort wrat iam althcrugh we got 
quite a shrnv when began launching F-14's while we were alcrsgside for 

operatias! We car~luded anr m&may time with by xmking our 
second port visit to Nassau, Bahanuls. 

In June and July of 1986, CXRR enjayed the a\8larer of Charleston with the 
higbliat being the ship's picnic to celebrate CARR's first birthday! A t  the . . begmmngof krguart i twas time toleeveCSlarlestonoprtceagainaswecraBlmed 
five cmamberg s mrs in each of au bays and ten cars on the f 1 ight 
deck. We also irrclded a h e n  -1- neatly tucked say in CARR's 
t c x p &  m~gazine and got underway to pmceed to our mt-Shakedaun 
AMilabil ity. &barked were! Midshipen f ran the U. S. Naval Acadeny a d  the 
Virginia Military Institute, participating in QU?RWs first Midshim training 
crui8e. 

Ch 4 Arrgust 1986, Q4RR arrived at t b  Bath Iron Wczks, Rxtland Ship 
Repair F'acility in  Fbrtland, Maine for crmmencement of PSk T b  ESA was an 
aRranely pruiuctiva cme siace it includsd the igstallation of the Rapid 
A s s i s t  Securing and Tnnrersing (RAST) system used for LAMPS HC I11 helicopter 
operatirms, the 4100 ton nxd (which included the additim of 200 toas of lead 
ballast to the bilges of M's 1 and 21, the superstructure crack mod, the 
installatian of the SROIQ Mioopter data link, the 9114-28 mmhoy processing 
system, the renova1 of W incinerator, a& much more. Ihe crew enjoyed the 
yard period irmensely as the city of brtland served as excellent hosts. In 
fact, several former CARR crewnarJ3ers who separated from the Navy naw make 
their hama in the RPtland area. 



- 
With the successful cmpletian of L i g h t e f  Examimticn (mE) i n  early 

February of 1987, CARR was undenrw frcm R m t l d .  Although CARR' s m i n i n g  
pl-rs maintained f cnd nmmries of Seattle and Todd Pacific Shi~ards, 
they gained respect and amreciation far Rztland and the shigbuilders f ran 
Maine. In various ob6cure places thmugkut the ship, tiny plaques are 
rmunted that w i l l  years f rorn mw tell their di8coverers, "built by Todd 
far  today - &ilt by BIW for kmcmxn~.~ 

On the transit to Charleston, engineers from the David W. Taylor Oomparry 
embarked to &termine the success of the superstructure crack IIlod implmented 
a t  Rartland. A ston~ off Cage Hatteras provided the test, the engi-rs 
declared it a success and mcummkd its hghnentaticm an successive -7 
class ships. Midkay he, CARR then ~oored at  th U.S. Naval Magaetic 
Silencing Facility a t  Nosfolk, Virginia foa two days of wrming before 
returning to Charleston. 

m a s  mbequmt hcmambg to Charleston was joyous and abrt-lived. It 
was sooa t h  to ample- arr l k a h b g  and Readimss Evaluatiocl follaved by a 
second t r i g  to Refresher m i n i n g  a t  Guanmxsm Bay, C l h .  The day befare 
CARR ilplwrtnd, IAlR J c h  E. W s ,  CARR's f i r s t  Executive Officer, was  
relieved by UIlR lhcrnas J. Brasn, Jr. After cxxgdeting REFERA i n  April 1987 
with ane of the h i g h s t  overall soores ever seen, CARR mzxkcted its f i r s t  
f l ight cqeraticms and test of the RAST system with its newly d a r k &  
helicropter "hMNJM 445' of -44 Detac-t 4. The "Swamp a s m  based at 
Naval Air Facility, Mayport, Florida. 

CARR proceeded to Ftocsevelt Roads, -to fioo far a port v i s i t  and 
the seoond occasion of successful firings of two -1 missiles. Naval 
Station, Mayport or~ls the stop as CARR offlaoldsd varior;ls elements of the 
Wiaagter detachne!ntl s loadovt for delivery to t b  hAF upon the successful 
ampletion of fl ight a g e r a t i a ~ ~ .  at- enjoyed the chauLce to v i s i t  the 
Mayport a d  Jacksornrille areas oxace again. Especially gratifying was the 
opportunity f a r  the Captain, as w e l l  as other c-, to meet old friends 
aad colleagues senring in  the Hayport area. 

Qxm return to Charleetan, CARR caxtpleted her Operatiowl Propllsian Plant 
Ewmitlation (OPES) and June *Iced an her seam3 Hidshipaen Training Cruise 
with m i d s h i m  onboard fran th@ W.S. Nwdl Acadeny and the Virginia Military 
Institute that imluded a return port visit  to the Fbrt Laukrdale area. 
While in M i d ,  Florida, the Himy Lea- went to great lengths to ensure CaRR 
had a m e t  enjoyable port visit .  

The s\lmrrer of 1987 brazght KETEX 4-81 in  August. l h i s  exercise tested 
the persawre1 and e q u i m t  associated with the ship's LMPS Mt I11 AS3 
clperatians w i t h  USS aORAC SEA and her var iau  esoorts m e d  to sl the crew 
and the helioopter detachrent together. After the canpleticn of FLEETEX, the 
hwckertaeas Bhement (Km) program uxmncd a s  CRRR for her f i r s t  
ever Ckploynmt. 



Thcll, on 12 Sqte&er 1987, Chmmder Wade C. JoauzSan relieved CamMnaer 
Robert J. Home as CcmMading Off ier. C7Wt bad perfarmed magnificently 
during CDR Harne's tamre. 

On 12 September 1987, Ooaarander Wade C. Jchson relieved Ooemrander R c b r t  
J. Home as (bmanding Off iax, USS CARR. 

Ihe ship did not rest during the f iaal ten days prior to deploymute CARR 
failed a Supply Management Inspection (SMI . 'Ihe failed areas were: m e t e  
unsatisfactory in imrentory managerent. Ihe 20-B5 8ystem trainer (a canplete 
mt Systems ahakiedown) provided exm+llent pre-deploynlent training. 
Additimally, CARR was faced with off -law the helicopter detadment's 
(H&-44) equipwrit ca the eve before deployment, The he10 detachrent had 
reparted onbaard for etbarkation only the day before this unexpected itmi all- 
night evolutim. 

On 22 Sep-r 1987, CRRR departed Charleston fa r  her maiden deploymnt . 
InacmpanywithherwereUSSRICHbEf4DK. n, WSSEWgODandfmnhayport, 
Florida, USS GALLERY, -ther, the four ships waild transit halfway aramd 
the world to t k  m i a n  Gulf, the danger sgot a t  the time. With ClXESXN 36 
en3#rked aboard -, the ahips set aut to test and sharpen each other for 
the harsh realities that wauld face than in wbat was of- referred to as  the 
"lake in the middle of the desert. 

With the daragaraus amasphem of the Gulf i n  mi&, aXXSUlN 36 put the 
ships to the test by ensuring that the skills necessary for ambat 
effectiveness were m i s e d  24 harr% a day. CAWiz emerged fmn the transit 
having e x p e r i h  an SM-1 missile &mt, three CWS shaots, and countless 
76m, 25M and small arars shoots, 4ui-t and tactics were tested, and the 
crew hankred for the very real possibility of battle. 

The Atlantic transit braught CaRR b the lWt3 refueling base at Rmta 
Delgado. Azores. While taking cm fuel, CaRR off -1aaded the 'ICU drane 
detachment that had made the transit e b r k e d  onbaard. Their five ?iX) dranes 
which had been fired fran CaRR's fl ight deck had had beenessfully h i t  during 
the transit, displaying the power to sydmlize strength and resolve of the 
United States' Middle Eastern policy. 

After mssing the fog-shr)cluded F4m.k of Gibralter, CRRR entered the 
Mditerranean Sea f m  the f i r s t  tim and soon -red a t  Pdlrna de Mlosca, 
Spain for a six &y visit .  The abmpkre i n  EUma was edgy as Spain was i n  
the midst of a natimal &&ate mncemhg Spain' er future i n  MurO, and the 
future of lbnerican use of Spanish militazy facilities. lhus the stage was set 
for internationally -ing liberty imidents, but sailors 
~ l v e s  to be a mature and loyal group of men, thus leaving w i t h  fcnd 
memories and a spotless repttation. 

The Mediteranean transit of mid-October furthered QWZ's preparation for 
any amtingemy in the Middle East. Bvolutions included nwne gun shoots. 
astern refueling along with several urareps and vertreps. It was evident that 



the proficiency of CBRRts crew was beaming rather ~ s s i v e  as she neared 
the Suez Canal. The Oannranding Offiue.rts presence during the progressionof 
these wnlutiars became less fmqsn t ,  attesting to confidenoe i n  ClRR8 s 
abili ty to efficiently repel aqy aggressor. 

CARR' s transit m s h  Swz Qndl was yet amther f i r s t ,  as w a s  her 
W1100r she mployed a t  Ebrt Said, Egypt the night before. The w a s  
thankiullyuneventful. F k n c e ? ~ ~ h a a d e d g w t h t h r o u g h t h e R e d S e a a n d  
acloss the Gulf of Aden. After a brief stop for fuel in Mina Raysut, QMn, 
OARR began her aggmach to the Gulf of Qlan and the Straits  of Honnuz with a 
degree of training and readimss that the Qptain degcribed as "razor aharp. 
H e  also correctly sensed that the c- was actually looking forward to 
entering the IAeater as our oaPlfickx!e in our sNp a d  her abi l i t ies  gave us 
an Mshakable v i s im of b v  we cmld contribute to Plarerican history. 

CARRts assignment an her in i t ia l  transit through the Straits  of Hcxnm;lz was 
the esclort of the f i r s t  U.S. B a i n e ~ p e r s  into the Fbrsian Gulf. Thus (39RR, 
as transit grewp oom#mder, a l w  w i t h  EL-, escorted the Pacific Fleet 
iuhswepers and EWMICE as w e l l  as the tank l ad ing  ship BARBCUR 
CIXWXY thruqh the Strai ts  and up to Miaa Suban, Bahrain as helicupters ftcm 
variaus i n t e r n a t i d  neoss organizatiars imessantly raxritared the canmy's 
mmnent during daylight hours-. Tbe transit u e ~ t  smoothly with assigned 
as amrvoy mwaak. CARR also played a unique role in the oonvoy by using 
her quick aoceleraticm and high manewerability to dart fxun the aoanray and 
intercept potential threats before they came too close to the mirresweepers. 

A t  this point, CI;ARR was assigned to escort the Zkaerican flagged oil 
tanker, Motor Vessel Fatriot, mth f r ~ m  Bahrain into th Gulf of Qmn. Cln 
the night of 1 Mwmber, CaRR steaming in  cmgsqy w i t h  Wtriot about 25 
nautical miles south of Akru Bba Island. W k n  CARR's e l e c ~ c  sensors 
detected t w o  small boats DIW. Tkey then pmcee&d at  50 knots tcnuard CARR and 
Patriot fran the direction of ALru Efusa. CNtR quickly came to her mxhun 
d t i m  of readiness. As the high speed boats gmce i kd  i n M ,  radio and 
l ight warnings were issued with m response. Che boat proceeded ahead of the 
foxmatien. 'Ihe other headed far  the Ratriot. Whm warning shots across the 
bow af the second boat had rn effect and it aoontirahed to head directly toward 
atriot, the Captain OM CARRt s small. arm stations to engage. Four .SO 
caliber one -30 caliber -machine guns oget& f i r e  instantly and accurately. 
After a brief hi1 af gunfire fnrm CARR, the boat went dead in  the w a t e r  and 

ceased firing. Althmgh CRRR was i n  amstant m i c a t i o n  with her 
superiars, this incident is believed to be the f i r s t  in which a V.S. ship 
engaged a hostile target cm its' own autharity in aaxxda.nce with the U.SOts 
s e l f - m s e d  rules of e n g a w t .  

The remaindsr af Hoveaber f d  CPlRR escorting more supertankers. This 
period also aff- CZ4RR her f i r s t  -tunity to nwx>r at the Mina flrlrmn 
Pier, Bahrain and enjoy the m i r a g  and dining of Mamma. Rugs and perfune 
seemed to be the most poplar sowders. Uderwlay fmm Mina Sullrran with rw, 
liberty incidents, CARR amtilared her tanker escort duties through the end of 
the rmnth. During the period, CARR was visited by RACM Bemsen, CLmnzKder, 



Middle East Force. He stated that he and his staff had watched CaRR vezy 
closely, and that they were very pleased w i t h  her perfannance during what he 
actnitted were often very difficult circmnstames. Indeed, CARR crewm&ers 
had m h  to be thankful for as they sat down to Thanksgiving dimer knowing 
they were blessed with a fine ship and special crew. 

As the operatima1 tenrpo permitted, CaRR was able in early Decanber to 
make a three day visit to Mina Sulnran and then perfoam such diverse missions 
as escorting !SO'S to the northern mime threat areas and refueling o m  of our 
mbile sea bases operating in the region. While alcngside the sea base, CARR 
not cnly transferred 11,000 gallons of JP5 fuel, ktt alm offered such 
services as ahip's store and barber simp to t h e  crewmen m i n g  this isolated 
duty. CARR then headed to the central Rersian Gulf operating area whsre she 
stood watch on the sea lanes ao vital to the allies of the United Stabs. 
Critical to the accanplistrment of this mission was t3Ut.R' s emharked SH-60 
helicopter WGNM 445." W i t h  MGWM perfarming the surface surveillance ard 
targeting (ST) role, CARR could identify and track surface contacts w e l l  
beyond the range of her shipboard sensors. 

On Christmas Day, packages fran were m, a videotape of CARR's 
f amil ies singing Christmas carols was &awn, and iavidual ized gifts f run the 
Adapt-a-Ship organhatian of m i l e ,  Alabama were e s j  oyed by all. Ch USS 
OKINMA -red a t  Him Sulmaa, B& H q e  and his Christ- sbav entertained her 
crew while CARR stood watch abwt 50 miles away. 

WtR enid 1987 off the coast of K u w a i t  having finished escorting a tanker 
comcy aorthward. Tb sane crewmwbers, CXtR's hull m m h r  (52) cam to 
symbolize the &r of weeks in the year s b  was away fran hPneport. But to 
most of the crew, the ship seaaed right where it sbuld be, in the world's 
met troubled region, on the cutting edge of history in the making. 




