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From: Commanding Off icer  , USS BREMERTON ( ~ ~ ~ 6 9 8 )  
To: Direc tor  of  Naval History ( O P - 0 9 ~ ~ )  

Sub j : Command History ( OPNAV 5750- 1 ) 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Command History - USS BREMERTON (SSN698) 
(2)  Brief  Construction History 
(3)  Roster of  Commissioning C r e w  Of f i ce r s  
4 Pic tu re  of USS BREMERTON (SSN698) 
( 5 ) USS BREMERTON (SSN698 ) Commissioning Program 

1. The connnand h i s t o r y  of USS BREMERTON (SSN698) f o r  the  period of 28 March 
1981 t o  31 December 1981 is submitted a s  enclosure (1 ) i n  accordance with 
reference  (a) .  Enclosures (2)  through (5)  a r e  submitted f o r  inc lus ion with the  
f i r s t  command his tory .  

T. H. ANDERSON 

Copy to: 
CINCPACFLT ( PA01 
COMSUBPAC ( PA01 
Submarine Museum, Groton, CT. 
P a c i f i c  Submarine Museum, Pea r l  Harbor, H I .  



COMMAND HISTORY 
USS BREMERTON ( SSN698 ) 

28 MARCH 1981 - 31 DECEMBER 1981 

Type Commander: 

Squadron Commander: 

COMMANDING OFFICER 
CAPT T. H. ANDERSON, USN 

COMMAND 

Commander Submarine Force, U.S. At lan t i c  F l e e t  
28 March 1981 - 25 Ju ly  1981 

Commander Submarine Force, U.S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  
25 Ju ly  1981 - 31 December 1981 

Commander Submarine Squadron TWO 
28 March 1981 - 25 J u l y  1981 

Commander Submarine Group SEVEN 
25 Ju ly  1981 - 25 October 1981 

Commander Submarine Squadron SEVEN 
25 October 1981 - 31 December 1981 

HOMEPORT 

Pear l  Harbor, Hawaii 28 March 1981 - 31 December 1981 

BASIC HISTORY 

USS BREMERTON (SSN698) was commissioned a t  the  U.S. Naval Submarine Base, 
New London, Groton, Connecticut, on 28 March 1981. P r inc ipa l  speaker a t  the  
ceremony was the  Honorable Henry M. Jackson, U.S. Senator from the  s t a t e  of 
Washington. Also p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the  ceremony were Mrs. Helen M. Jackson, the  
sh ip ' s  sponsor, the  Honorable Norman D. Dicks, U.S. Representative, S ix th  
Congressional D i s t r i c t ,  S t a t e  of  Washington, the  Honorable Glenn K. J a r s t ad ,  
Mayor of the  c i t y  of  Bremerton, Washington, Vice Admiral John G. Williams, Jr., 
USN, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations f o r  Submarine Warfare, Hear Admiral Austin 
B. Sco t t ,  USN, Commander Submarine Group TWO, Captain Joseph F. Yurso, USN, 
Supervisor of  Shipbuilding, Conversion and Repair, Groton, and M r .  P. Takis 
Ve l io t i s ,  Executive Vice President  - Marine, General Dynamics and General 
Manager, E l e c t r i c  Boat Division. Accepting the  sh ip  f o r  the  Navy was Rear 
Admiral Carl  A. Bret tschneider ,  USNR, Commander Naval Base Phfladelphia. 
Assuming command was Captain Thomas H. Anderson, USN. 

Following commissioning, BREMERTON conducted independent steaming operat ions 
and a por t  v i s i t  t o  Cape Canaveral, Florida.  Most of the  crew were ab le  t o  w i t -  
ness the  f i r s t  launch of the  space s h u t t l e  COLUMBIA during t h i s  por t  v i s i t .  

I n  May 1981, BREMERTON v i s i t e d  Port  Everglades, F lor ida ,  conducted weapons 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t i n g  a t  the  At lan t i c  Underwater Test and Evaluation Center 
range, Andros Is land,  and conducted sound t r i a l s  i n  Exuma Sound. BREMERTON was 
the  f i r s t  At l an t i c  F lee t  submarine t o  simultaneously complete Mk-48 torpedo and 
HARPOON miss i l e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  during t h i s  period. Following these  cer- 
t i f i c a t i o n s ,  the sh ip  conducted t r a i n i n g  exerc ises  t o  prepare f o r  the  pending 
Indian Ocean deployment. 
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I n  June 1981, the  s h i p  completed her f i r s t  Operational Reactor Safeguards 
Examination while underway i n  the  Narragansett Bay operat ing areas .  This was 
followed by an at-sea Pre-Overseas movement c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and f i n a l  preparat ions 
f o r  deployment . 

On 11 Ju ly  1981, only th ree  and a ha l f  months a f t e r  commissioning, BREMERTON 
steamed down t h e  Thames r i v e r ,  pas t  her building yard, f o r  the  l a s t  time. Upon 
t h e  s h i p ' s  first equator cross ing on 21 Ju ly  1981, 110 crew members were i n i -  
t i a t e d  i n t o  King Neptune's Realm a s  shel lbacks.  On 25 July ,  of f  the  Cape of 
Good Hope, BREMERTON came under the  opera t ional  con t ro l  of Commander Task Force 
74 a s  the  newest u n i t  i n  the  P a c i f i c  F lee t .  The next two months were spent  i n  
the  Indian Ocean, conducting independent and coordinated operat ions i n  d i r e c t  
support of the  b a t t l e  group. BREMERTON was the  f i r s t  s h i p  of the  c l a s s  t o  con- 
duct an Indian Ocean deployment p r i o r  t o  Post Shakedown Avai labi l i ty .  

On 27 September, BREMERTON moored alongside USS D I X I E  (AD-14) i n  Diego 
Garcia, having spent 77 days continuously a t  sea a f t e r  departure from Groton, 
Connecticut. Thus the  newest sh ip  i n  the  P a c i f i c  F lee t  was being tended by the  
o l d e s t  commissioned ship  i n  the  Navy. 

Two days l a t e r ,  on 29 September 1981, BREMERTON departed Diego Garcia f o r  
her  f i r s t  fore ign l i b e r t y  por t ,  Per th ,  Western Aust ra l ia .  On 5 October 1981, 
the  sh ip  moored a t  HMAS STIRLING, Garden Island.  The crew enjoyed a d e l i g h t f u l  
week i n  the  Perth-Freemantle area ;  the  h o s p i t a l i t y  and f r i e n d l i n e s s  of the  
Western Austral ians w i l l  be long remembered. 

BREMERTON departed Western Aus t ra l i a  on 12 October 1981 on the  l a s t  l e g  of 
he r  journey t o  Pear l  Harbor, Hawaii. On 25 October 1981 the  ship  came under 
opera t ional  con t ro l  of Commander Submarine Force, U.S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  and became 
a u n i t  of Submarine Squadron SEVEN. 

Nearly 36,000 miles and 110 days a f t e r  leaving her  b i r thp lace ,  BREMERTON 
steamed i n t o  Pea r l  Harbor on 28 October 1981. The crew was met a t  the  Submarine 
Base by families and f r i ends  and the  t r a d i t i o n a l  Hawaiian welcome with hula 
g i r l s  and l e i s .  

After  a month of post deployment s tand down, the  sh ip  conducted independent 
operat ions and provided se rv ices  i n  the  Hawaiian operat ing a reas  and began pre- 
para t ions  f o r  Post Shakedown Ava i l ab i l i ty  scheduled t o  start on 4 January 1982 
i n  Pear l  Harbor Naval Shipyard. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

28 MAR 81: USS BREMERTON (SSN698) Commissioned 
a t  Submarine Base New London, Groton, Connecticut. 

3 APR - 5 APR 81: Underway on Independent Steaming Exercises. 

6 APR - 8 APR 18: Inpor t  Cape Canaveral, Florida.  

9 APR - 11 APR 81: Underway f o r  New London, Connecticut. 

12 APR - 29 APR 81: Moored Submarine Base New London. 

30 APR - 3 MAY 81: Underway Enroute Por t  Everglades, Florida.  

4 MAY - 10 MAY 81: Inpor t  Port  Everglades, F lor ida ,  f o r  Weapons C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
Preparat ions.  

11 MAY - 31 MAY 81: Underway f o r  Combined Mk-48 Torpedo/HARPOON C e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  
Pre-Overseas Movement workup and NAVSEA Sound T r i a l s .  

1 J U N  81: Moored Submarine Base New London. 

2 J U N  - 11 J U N  81: Underway on Independent Steaming Exercises and Operational 
Reactor Safeguards Examination. 

12 JUN - 21 J U N  81: Moored Submarine Base New London i n  preparat ion f o r  
deployment. 

22 J U N  - 26 J U N  81: Underway f o r  Pre-Overseas Movement Cer t i f i ca t ion .  

26 J U N  - 10 JUL 81: Moored New London SUBASE i n  predeployment upkeep. 

11 JUL - 27 SEP 81: Underway on At lan t i c  Ocean t r a n s i t  t o  the  Indian Ocean. 

25 JUL 81: Changed Operational Command t o  Commander Task Force SEVEN 
FOUR and commenced Indian Ocean deployment. 

28 SEP - 29 SEP 81: Moored Alongside USS D I X I E  (AD-14) i n  Diego Garcia, B r i t i s h  
Indian Ocean T e r r i t o r i e s .  

30 SEP - 4 OCT 81 : Underway f o r  Austral ia .  

5 OCT - 12 OCT 81: Moored a t  HMAS STIRLING, Garden Is land,  Western Austral ia .  

13 OCT - 27 OCT 81: Underway f o r  Pea r l  Harbor, Hawaii. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS CONT. 

25 OCT 81: Changed Operational Command t o  Commander Submarine Force, 
U.S. P a c i f i c  F lee t .  

28 OCT 81: Ship a r r ived  Pear l  Harbor, Hawaii, permanent homeport. 

28 OCT - 22 NOV 81: Moored Pear l  Harbor Naval Submarine Base,, 

23 NOV - 25 NOV 81: Underway on Independent Steaming Exercises i n  Hawaiian 
operat ing areas .  

26 NOV - 8 DEC 81: Moored Pear l  Harbor Naval Submarine Base. 

9 DEC 81: Underway on Independent Steaming Exercises i n  Hawaiian 
operat ing areas .  

10 DEC 81: Moored Pear l  Harbor Naval Submarine Base. 

11 DEC - 18 DEC 81: Underway providing se rv ices  f o r  USS BREWTON (FF 1086) i n  
Hawaiian operat ing areas .  

19 DEC - 31 DEC 81: Moored Pear l  Harbor Naval Submarine Base f o r  holiday 
period and preparat ion f o r  upcoming shipyard Post 
Shakedown Avai labi l i ty .  
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BRIEF CONSTRUCTION HISTORY 

Shipbuilder: General Dynamics Corporation, E l e c t r i c  Boat Division. 

Authorized i n  F i s c a l  Year 72 bui ld ing program, the  eleventh of the  LOS ANGELES 
c l a s s  of nuclear  a t t a c k  submarines. 

Keel Laid: 8 May 1976 a t  Groton, Connecticut, by Mrs Henry M. Jackson. 

Launched: 22 Ju ly  1978 

Sponsor: Mrs Henry M. Jackson 
Maid of Honor: Miss Susan Lynn Golub 

Sea T r i a l s  Dates: 
30 November - 2 December 1980 

4 December - 13 December 1980 
14 January - 20 January 1981 
5 February - 6 February 1981 

Delivered: 13 February 1981. 
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