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1. I n  accqrdance w i t h  r e f e r e  ce ( a ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  command 
h i s t o r y  f o t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1 J nuarp  1995 th rough  31 December 1995 
i s  submi t ted :  

a 
a. Command Composition add Organ iza t ion :  USS BLUE R I D G E  

i s  forward deployed t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  and permanently 
homeported i n  Yokosuka, Japan as $ l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander, 
SEVENTH F l e e t ,  Commander, ~ r n ~ i i b i o q s  Force  SEVENTH F l e e t  and 
Commander, Landing Force  SEVENTH F l e e t .  Commanding O f f i c e r :  
Cap ta in  E rnes t  H.  Joy I1 from 1 Jaduary  t o  18 J u l y  1995, and 
Capta in  Terence P. Labrecque from 19 J u l y  t o  31  December 1995. 
Immediate Supe r io r :  R A D M  J. 8. S i g l e r  from 1 January  t o  
1 June 1995, and R A D M  W. Doran from 1 June t o  31  December 1995. 

b. Chronology: 

Sea T r i a l s  1 17 January  
B r i e f  S top  f o r  pe r son  e l ,  Okinawa 22 January  
V i s i t  Hong Kong 25-29 January  
TSTA I11 30-31 January  
V i s i t  Manila,  Philippines 1-5 February  
FEP 6-8 February  
S m  25 13  February  - 15 March 
Seia T r i a l s  1 23 March 
V i s i t  Tokyo, Japan 1 25-26 March 
V i s i t  Townsvi l le ,  Aus ra l ia  13-17 A p r i l  
V i s i t  Sydney, A u s t r a l ' a  21-25 A p r i l  
V i s i t  Hobar t ,  A u s t r a l i a  28 A p r i l  - 1 May 
V i s i t  Ade la ide ,  A u s t r g l i a  4-7 May 
V i s i t  Fremant le ,  A u s t r a l i a  12-15 May 
V i s i t  B a l i ,  I ndones i a  20-23 May 
SRA 26 5 June  - 31 J u l y  
Change of  Command 19 J u l y  
Sea T r i a l s  1 August 
CART IIA 7-11 August 
F r i e n d s h i p  Day C r u i s e  13  August 
B r i e f  S top  f o r  pe r sonne l ,  Okinawa 16 August 
E X E ~ C ~ S ~  ULCHI FOCUS &ENS 21-31 August 
V i s i t  Chinhae, ROK 18-20 August 
V i s i t  Pusan, ROK 25-26 August 
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V i s i t  Tonghae, ROK ~ 26-27 August 
V i s i t  Chinhae, ROK 1-2 September 
S i s t e r s h i p  c r u i s e  w i t h  JDS HIEI 14-21 September 
V i s i t  Nagasaki, Japan 15-17 September 
J W I D S  18-30 September 
V i $ i t  Sasebo, Japan 17-19 September 
V i s i t  Kagoshima, Japa 2 1  September 
V i s i t  Cebu, P h i l i p p i n  27-29 September 
V i s i t  Por t  Kelang, Malaysia 5-7 October 
V i s i t  Singapore 9-13 October 
Exercise  MERGATE 95 ~ 9-11 October 
Exercise  TEMPO BRAVE 10-20 October 
V i s i t  Hong Kong 18-21 October 
Brief Stop f o r  person+l,  Okinawa 24 October 
Exercise  FOAL EAGLE I 2 4  October - 5 November 
V i s i t  Chinhae, ROK I ~ 26-28 October 
V i s i t  Pohang, ROK 30-31 October 
V i s i t  Pohang, ROK 4 November 
25th Anniversary I 1 4  November 

Coming Alivew ceredbny 
SRA 27  10-31 December 

c .  Summary of Operations:  US^ BLdE RIDGE began 1995 p i e r s i d e  
i n  Yokosuka, Japan dur ing  an u keep per iod .  The crew had t o  
t r a i n  heavi ly  f o r  BLUE R I D G E ' S  I' upcoming busy schedule which 
included FEP, t h r e e  S h i p ' s  ~ e p h i r  A v a i l a b i l i t i e s ,  t h r e e  major 
exe rc i ses ,  and 25 p o r t  v i s i t s  $n selven d i f f e r e n t  coun t r i e s .  

On 1 7  January, a f t e r  compl t i o n  of t h e  upkeep and hol iday 
per iod ,  BLUE RIDGE go t  underwa f o r  Sea T r i a l s  i n  p repara t ion  
f o r  i t s  f i r s t  extended underw per iod  f o r  1995. A f t e r  
c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  f i n a l  problems t h e  shipboard systems, BLUE 
RIDGE s h i f t e d  c o l o r s  f o r  i t s  i n  1995. This  mission 
included steaming t o  Okinawa over  400 Marine Corps 
personnel f o r  p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Hpng Kong and Manila, Ph i l ipp ines .  
On 25 January, BLUE RIDGE e n t e  ed p ~ r t  i n  Hong Kong, mooring a t  
Fenwick P i e r ,  on t h e  former HM TAMAR. The crew and embarkees 
enjoyed a success fu l  p o r t  v i s i  while  t h e  s h i p  hosted luncheons 
and a Big Top recept ion  f o r  l o  a1 d i g n i t a r i e s .  On 30 January, 
BLUE RIDlGE departed HONG KONG n rou te  Manila f o r  TSTA 111. 
During t h i s  per iod ,  t h e  crew h ned i t s  combat and damage con t ro l  
s k i l l s  i n  p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  1 pcoming FEP. On 1 February, 
BLUE RIDGE en tered  p o r t  i n  Manila. The crew had an extremely 
w a r m  recleption, ensuring t h a t  t h e  UB Navy would always be welcome 
t h e r e .  .Another success fu l  Big Top ceremony was held f o r  a l l  t o  
enjoy. (3n 6 February, t h e  BLU I RIDGE departed f o r  Okinawa and 
FEP. The BLUE RIDGE completed t h e  FEP with outs tanding  r e s u l t s  
repor ted  by ATG WESTPAC. Afte  a b r i e f  s t o p  i n  Okinawa t o  debark 
t h e  Marines, BLUE RIDGE returnFd home t o  Yokosuka on 1 2  March 
t o  begin SFtA 25. 
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SRA 25, t h e  f i r s t  of a se i e s  a f  S R A t s  designed toward 
t h e  upgrade of t h e  s h i p , s  co un icd t ions  and C 4 1  s u i t e ,  began 
on 13 March. During t h i s  a v a ' l a b i l i t y ,  BLUE R I D G E  began i t ' s  i h a b i t a b i l i t y  upgrade of many paces,  inc lud ing  major work 
on t h e  Flag Module. A l l  s t a t  1 rooms and t h e  Flag  M e s s  were 
completely refurb ished  f o r  t h e  purpose of embarking s t a f f  
personnel i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Also, SRA 25 marked t h e  beginning 
of PHASE I of t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  AN/USC-38 EHF system. 

On 23 March, BLUE RIDGE de  a r t e d  Yokosuka f o r  Sea T r i a l s  
t o  once again work ou t  t h e  bu s ou t  of t h e  new and repai red  s h i p  
systems. Af te r  a success fu l  i S a T r i a l ,  BLUE RIDGE was ready t o  
embark on its most e x c i t i n g  extendad underway period i n  h i s t o r y ,  
ItSouthern Swing 1995". But f i r s t ,  it had t o  perform a successfu l  
p o r t  v i s i t  and Big Top event  i n  Tokyo, Japan. BLUE RIDGE,  
e scor t ed  by h e r  s i s t e r  s h i p  J D  SHIRANE, t r a v e l e d  up Tokyo Wan 
f o r  t h e  t w o  day v i s i t .  On 3 A r i l l  BLUE RIDGE departed on 
Southern Swing. The mission o t h i s  per iod  was t o  circumnavigate 
Aus t ra l i a ,  while having p o r t  v ' s i t s  k i n  f i v e  c i t i e s  and a p o r t  
v i s i t  i n  B a l i ,  Indonesia.  While en r o u t e  t o  Aus t ra l i a ,  BLUE 
RIDGE CONREPed with t h e  USNS S JOISE f o r  a r e f u e l i n g  a t  sea.  
BLUE R I D G E  a r r i v e d  i n  Townsvil e on 13 Apr i l .  The next  month 

1 May), Adelaide (4-7 May), 

$" 
included p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Sydney (21-25 A p r i l ) ,  Hobart (28 April-  

Fremantle (13-15 May). During 
t h e s e  p o r t  v i s i t s ,  BLUE ar t i lc ipa ted  i n  many "Aust ra l ia  
Remembersw ceremonies commemor t i n g  t h e  50th Anniversary of i" t h e  end (of World War 11. Also, Over 200 BLUE R I D G E  crew members 
marched i n  t h e  Annual ANZAC Day Parmde i n  Sydney on 25 Apr i l .  
Afterwarlds, BLUE RIDGE v i s i t e d  B a l i ,  Indonesia.  The s h i p  
encountered an unsu i t ab le  b o t t  b m f o r  anchorage o f f  t h e  south 
e a s t e r n  coas t .  Af te r  s e v e r a l  unsuccessful  a t tempts  a t  anchorage, 
t h e  BLUE R I D G E  f i n a l l y  found a s u i t a b l e  anchorage. On 22 May, 
while  a t  anchorage, BLUE RIDGE encotuntered heavy weather t h a t  
precludeccl boat  opera t ions .  I n  an at tempt  t o  g e t  crew members 
back aboard, BLUE RIDGE r e s o r t  I d t o  he lo  opera t ions  t o  e x t r a c t  
personnel from t h e  i s l a n d .  That evening, BLUE RIDGE had begun 
t o  drag  anchor and subsequent1 ordered a personnel r e c a l l .  
Af te r  more than  24 hours of f e  r y i n g  personnel from t h e  landing,  
BLUE RIDGE was a b l e  t o  g e t  und m a y  without i n j u r i e s  o r  
c a s u a l t i ~ e s .  Although dur ing  t 1 e rough weather, BLUE R I D G E ' S  
b r idge  o f f i c e r s  had t o  use h e r e n g i h e  i n  o rde r  t o  provide a s a f e  
landing  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  boa ts ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  loss -o f  both f lukes  
on t h e  s t a rboard  anchor. BLUE RIDGE re turned  home t o  Yokosuka 
on 2 June t o  begin SRA 26.  

On 5 June, BLUE RIDGE e n t e  ed i ts  second SRA f o r  1995. 
This  would prove t o  be t h e  lar  f e s t  and most ex tens ive  upgrade 
per iod  dur ing  t h e  year .  During t h i s  t ime, t h e  J o i n t  Message 
Center wiss completely c l e a r e d  nd refurb ished ,  NAVMACS 11, 
TACINTEL I1 and SNAP I11 s y s t e  s were i n s t a l l e d .  SRA 26 
continued with more space reha i l i t a t i o n  and upgrade u n t i l  
31 Ju ly .  

! 
I 
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On 1 9  J u l y ,  t h e  BLUE R I D G E  had 4 change of command. 
Captain  1'. P. Labrecque r e l i e v  d  Captain  E .  H. Joy I1 du r ing  
a ceremony he ld  on board.  The ceremony's gues t  speaker  w a s  
t h e  Chief of J a p a n ' s  S e l f  Defe se F l e e t ,  VADM T.  Muranaka. 

On 1 August, BLUE R I D G E  un erwent Sea T r i a l s  t o  t e s t  t h e  
new systems on board.  Th i s  w a  folLowed be a t tFr iendsh ip l f  
c r u i s e  i n  Tokyo Wan on 13 Augu t. Family members and g u e s t s  
w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  come aboard an en joy  a day a t  sea j u s t  o f f  
of t h e  c o a s t  of Miura, Japan.  I 

The end of Summer through utumn marked BLUE R I D G E ' S  e x e r c i s e  
pe r iod .  During t h i s  t i m e  BLUE R I D G E  w a s  involved i n  t h r e e  major 
e x e r c i s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  U L C H I  FOC S LENS '95 (UFL 9 5 ) ,  TEMPO BRAVE 
' 95 ,  and FOAL EAGLE '95.  UFL 95 l a a t e d  from 
21-31 Augrust. I t  is  t h e  l a r g e  t e x e r c i s e  he ld  f o r  Korea. 

Chinhae, Pusan, and Tonghae. 

I 
BLUE R I D G E  embarked RADM Doran (CTF 7 6 )  and MGEN R o l l i n s  
(CTF 7 9 ) .  During t h i s  e x e r c i s  , BLUE R I D G E  a c t e d  as t h e  
command c e n t e r  t o  r e a c t  t o  a N r t h  Korean i n v a s i o n  of t h e  
sou th .  Curing t h i s  pe r iod ,  BL E R I D G E  he ld  p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  

On 5 September, BLUE R I D G E  
b r i e f  homeport pe r iod  be fo re  
extended underway pe r iod  of 1995. 
rendezvou.sed w i t h  t h e  J D S  H I E I  
During th.e fo l lowing  week bo th  

r e tu rned  t o  Yokosuka f o r  a 
g e t t i n g  underway f o r  i t s  f i n a l  

On 1 4  September, BLUE R I D G E  
f o r  a i s t e r s h i p  o p e r a t i o n s .  
s h i p s  exchanged personne l ,  

conducted b i l a t e r a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  and he ld  s u c c e s s f u l  p o r t  
v i s i t s  tcl Nagasaki, Sasebo and Kagoshima, Japan. The Kagoshima 
p o r t  v i s i t  had t o  be c u r t a i l e d  due t o  an approaching typhoon. 
On 22 September, BLUE R I D G E  detached from H I E I  and proceeded 
on t o  i t s  nex t  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Cebu, P h i l i p p i n e s .  While en r o u t e ,  
a demons t ra t ion  of t h e  new J o i  t Warfare I n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y  
Demonstration w a s  performed f o  d use  onboard BLUE R I D G E .  
The s h i p  anchored o f f  of t h e  c o a s t  of Mactan I s l a n d  n e a r  Cebu 
on 27 September. Again, BLUE R I D G E  had ano the r  s u c c e s s f u l  p o r t  
v i s i t  hampered by heavy weather.  The Captain  ordered  a personne l  
r e c a l l  on. 28 September. 

BLUE I I D G E  lowered a l l  of i ts b o a t s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  remove personne l  from t h e  shore .  A f t e r  approximately 
30 hours  of boa t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a l l  b u t  f i f t e e n  BLUE R I D G E  personnel  
were r e t r i e v e d .  BLUE R I D G E  t h e n  s o r t i e d  f o r  typhoon evas ion  
t h e  evening of  2 9  September en 4 o u t e  t o  ano the r  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  
P o r t  Kelang, Malaysia. BLUE R I D G E  t r a n s i t e d  t h e  straits of 
Malacca on 4 October.  On 5 Ocl:.ober, BLUE R I D G E  e n t e r e d  P o r t  
Kelang. The wharf w a s  approxida te ly  1 two hours  from t h e  c e n t e r  
of Kuala Lumpur. While i n p o r t ,  BLUE R I D G E  embarked s t a f f s  f o r  
TEMPO BRA.vE, i n c l u d i n g  an  Aust 4 a l i a n  Group Commander, 111 Marine 
Expedi t ionary  Force and t h e i r  s l t a f f .  On 9 October,  BLUE R I D G E  
steamed t o  Singapore ,  once a g a i n  t r a n s i t i n g  t h e  S t ra i t s  of 
Malacca. A f t e r  e n t e r i n g  p o r t ,  BLUE R I D G E  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
MERGATE '95 ,  a s m a l l  e x e r c i s e  b,etween t h e  Singapore Navy and 
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U.S. Navy. TEMPO BRAVE began on 10 October. This exercise 
was a hutma~itarian exercise d signdd toward disaster relief 
in Carnbaldia. The exercise co tinued until 20 October, inport 
Hong Kong. Most of the staff not involved with FOAL EAGLE 
departed.. BLUE RIDGE departe 1 Hong Kong on 22 October for Korea. 
On 24 October, BLUE RIDGE sto ped in Okinawa to embark COMPHIBGRU P ONE and Marines for the exercise. This is also the date that 
FOAL EAG.LE began. FOAL EAGLE took BLUE RIDGE to Chinhae and 
Pohang to support the embarka ion of amphibious forces. 
On 20 October, while steaming with USS DUBUQUE, USS FORT MCHENRY 
and various Korean units, BLUE RIDGE observed an amphibious 1 assault exercise just north of Pohang. BLUE RIDGE entered 
Pohang on 4 November to debark, all embarked personnel. 

On 7 December, BLUE RIDGE retu~ned home. While en route 
from Korea, BLUE RIDGE transited the Shimonoseki Straits. 
On 10 November, SRA 27 commenced with upgrades in the Supply 
berthing compartment and the otoqraphic and Print shop. 
Also, SACC was completely gutted i and refurbished and has been 
renamed JOCC, or Joint ~~eratibns Command Center. 

, on 14 November, tb cornemorate the 25th anniversary 
GEts commissioning, the crew of BLUE RIDGE had 

a ltComing Alivew celebration. In the same spirit of her 
commissioning, she saw her te all of her  antenna,^, light 
off engines and re-man all ions. The Commander SEVENTH 
Fleet, VADM Clemins, was est speaker for the event. 


