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1. In accordance with referen~e (a1), the command history for 
1 January 1994 through 31 ~ e c e w e r  1994 is submitted: 

a. Command Organization: U S S  BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19) Commanding 
Officer: Captain E. H. Joy I1 from 4 September 1993 to present. 

b. The mission of USS BLU RIDCE (LCC 19) is to support the 
staff of Commander SEVENTH Fle t! t. pne specific support mission 
is to Ifshow the flagt1 in ports! of the SEVENTH Fleet Area of 
Responsibility. Additionally, the @EVENTH Fleet flagship is 
designed to serve many purpose$, debending on the crises. 
Specifically, it is designed t+ be the flagship for C7F as a 
CJTF or CCNCC, to accomodate JFACC Afloat, to serve as a SACC for 
a MEF sine landing, and to be ki combined operations center. 

c. Summary of Operations:! USS BLUE RIDGE commenced 1994 
pierside in Yokosuka, Japan. The new year kicked off with the 
traditional poetic midwatch entry ahd blowing of the ship's 
whistle. I 

On January 7, BLUE RIDqE set sail for a brief visit 
to Beppu, Japan. BLUE RIDGE akrive in Beppu on January 10th. 
While in port the crew enjoyed the 1 ocal hot springs and scenery 
that has made Beppu famous. 0rk   angary 13, BLUE RIDGE left 
Beppu, Japan to head back to h r hoxheport Yokosuka, Japan. 
During the underway period BLU 3 RIDTE conducted ECC drills and 
General Quarters. Upon arrival on January 15, the crew began 
making preparations for ~electdd Re$tricted Availability (SRA) 
24 that officially commenced oq Jandary 17. January 24-28, BLUE 
RIDGE suc~cessfully supported and coqpleted exercise TEMPEST 
EXPRESS. For the remainder of the qonth, BLUE RIDGE participated 
in exercise KEEN EDGE from ~andary 26 through February 4. 
Throughout the month of January B L U ~  RIDGE was visited by 
CINCSDFFI,T, JMSDF and 43rd Refuelin4 Squadron. 



Subj:  COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAVINST HEPORT 5 7 4 0 - 1 )  

F e b r u a r y  and March w e  e m o q t h s  of great a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  
as SRA 2 4  cont inued i n  high s eed. S e v e r a l  c r e w  m e m b e r s  took 
advantage of t h e  i npo r t  perio 1 t o  qake leave and a t t e n d  N a v y  
schools  a t  A f l o a t  T r a i n i n g  G r o u p  ( 4 T G )  Western Pacific and 
o the r  locat ions .  B o t h  BLUE RIDGE dnd S h i p s  R e p a i r  F a c i l i t y  
( S R F )  cont inued t o  m a k e  w o r k  progrdss w e l l  ahead of schedule. 
BLUE RIDGE also continued a l l  a s p e c j t s  of profess ional ,  d a m a g e  
con t ro l  and physical t r a in ing .  T h d  D a m a g e  C o n t r o l   raining T e a m  
began i t s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  cycle t o  prepare f o r  O p e r a t i o n a l  
Propuls ion P l a n t  ~ x a m i n a t i o n  hy ho4ding i n p o r t  G e n e r a l  Q u a r t e r s  
d r i l l s .  O n  March 30, BLUE RIDGE w d s  v i s i t e d  by COMNAVFORJAPAN, 
JMSDF, ClOMDESRON F I F T E E N ,  MSC F a r  l a s t ,  EODMU F I V E  and 
NAVSPECWARUNIT ONE. 

E x e r c i s e  TEMPO BRAVE began A p r i l  6 ,  t w o  days before t h e  
end of Selected R e s t r i c t e d  ~ v a i l a b i l i t y  2 4 .  O n  A p r i l  11, BLUE 
RIDGE departed Y o k o s u k a  f o r  A p r a  ~ d r b o r ,  Guam. U p o n  arr ival  i n  
Guam,  t h e  Command  A s s e s s m e n t  of ~ e d d i n e s s  f o r  T r a i n i n g  t e a m  f r o m  
ATG Westpac set  up shop p r i o r  t o  c d m m e n c e m e n t  of CART I1 on A p r i l  
2 0 .  E x e r c i s e  TEMPO BRAVE w a s  c o m p l e t e d  A p r i l  2 1 ,  then  BLUE RIDGE 
set sail  f o r  O k i n a w a ,  Japan w i t h  t h e  CART t e a m .  CART I1 w e n t  
w e l l  and w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a day p r i o r  t o  BLUE R I D G E ' S  arr ival  i n  
O k i n a w a  on A p r i l  2 6 .  I n  O k i n a w a ,  qhe BLUE RIDGE C o m m u n i t y  
R e l a t i o n s  (COMREL) Projec t  T e d m  paanted orphanages and handed o u t  
reading m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  d e l i g h t  of m a n y  chi ldren.  T h e  m o n t h  of 
A p r i l  s a w  v i s i t s  t o  C 7 F  by SOdPAC, MURAKUMO, K u r e  D i s t r i c t ,  
SUBFORSEVENTHFT, A i r  S t r i k e  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
G r o u p  A u s t r a l i a ,  13 th  TWO Wing, FOUR ONE Wing, 
NAVSTA GUAM, ATG WESTPAC, NAV ONE, B a t t l e  F o r c e  
SEVENTH F l e e t ,  A m p h i b i o u s  F l e e t ,  I11 MEF, 3rd 
MARDIV, 1st MAW, 3rd FSSG,  LOG WES'$ PAC, NAVFORKOREA, 
NAVMARIANAS, SUBFORSEVENTHFLT, FAI~WESTPAC and Pa t ro l  and 
R e c o n n a i - s s a n c e  F o r c e  SEVENTH Fleet. 

O n  May 2 ,  BLUE RIDGE deparqed O k i n a w a ,  Japan f o r  h o m e p o r t  
Y o k o s u k a ,  Japan. While i n  t r a n s i t ,  BLUE RIDGE conducted da i ly  
t r a i n i n g  i n  preparat ion f o r  ~ a i l o r 4 d  S h i p ' s  T r a i n i n g  A v a i l a b i l i t y  
( T S T A )  phase I .  TSTA I included h4rbor and navigation exercises, 
c h e m i c a l .  and radiological self defdnse, and m a i n s p a c e  f i r e  and 
ECC d r i l l s .  O n  M a y  6 ,  BLUE RIDGE ~ e t u r n e d  t o  por t  f o r  upkeep and 
i npo r t  t r a i n i n g  through May 1 7 .  0a M a y  18, representa t ives  f r o m  
ATG WESTPAC e m b a r k e d  and c o m m e n c e d  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of BLUE R I D G E ' S  
a b i l i t y  t o  t r a i n .  O n  May 2 5 ,  BLUE RIDGE w a s  assessed by ATG as 
being f u l l y  ready t o  begin TSTA Phase I ,  May 2 6 - 3 1  w a s  spent 
act ing an  what had been learned du$ing TSTA I. O n  M a y  1 6  
COMSEVENTHFLT w a s  v i s i t e d  by C I N C S ~ F F L T  Japan, F l e e t  E s c o r t  F o r c e  
Japan, F l e e t  S u b m a r i n e  F o r c e  Japan, F l e e t  A i r  F o r c e  Japan, F l e e t  
T r a i n i n g  and D e v e l o p m e n t  Japan, NATPFORJAPAN, B a t t l e  F o r c e  SEVENTH 
F l e e t ,  NCTAMS Westpac and NCTS Japqn. 
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T h e  m o n t h  of June contlinue t h e  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  cycle, 
through t h e  1 7 t h  w h e n  ATG WESTPAC m b a r k e d  f o r  T S T A  11. A f t e r  
ATG embarked, T S T A  I1 began ancl BLYE R I D G E  cast  off  a l l  l i n e s ,  
en rou te  t o  H o n g  K o n g .  ATG w a s  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  progress t h a t  w a s  
m a d e .  

B e y o n d  w h a t  w a s  expectkd i n  t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  s i n c e  T S T A  I ,  
h a l f w a y  through T S T A  11, June 73, B~LUE RIDGE stopped i n  H o n g  K o n g  
f o r  a por t  v i s i t .  O n  June 2 6 , T S T A  I1 cont inued a t  sea as BLUE 
R I D G E  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  H o n g  Pong knroute  t o  Y o k o s u k a .  

O n  J u l y  1, BLUE RIDGE c o m p l  t ed  T S T A  I1 and pul led  i n  t o  E Y o k o s u k a ,  Japan. F r o m  Ju ly  6-8, AT WESTPAC conducted CART 11. 
A s  expected, CART I1 w a s  a success f o r  BLUE R I D G E .  C o n t i n u o u s  
v a l i d a t i o n ,  r e v i e w  and i m p r o v e b e n t  kept  BLUE R I D G E  f r o m  dropping 
o u t  of t h e  t r a i n i n g  m o d e .  upkkep and t r a i n i n g  i n  a l l  areas 
continueld throughout t h e  m o n t h .  T h k  n e w  P T  on t h e  Pier  p r o g r a m  
cont inued three m o r n i n g s  a w e e k  and s h o w e d  pos i t i ve  r e s u l t s  on a 
day t o  day basis. I 

Preparation began earl9 i n  t h e  m o n t h  of Ju ly  f o r  t h e  
COMSEVENTHFLT change of c o m m a n d .  O h  J u l y  28,  t h e  COMSEVENTHFLT 
change of c o m m a n d  c e r e m o n y  took p l a ~ e  on t h e  m a i n  deck. V i c e  
A d m i r a l  Timothy W. Wright c o m p + e t e d  h i s  t o u r  and V i c e  A d m i r a l  
A r c h i e  R .  C l e m i n s  a s s u m e d  cornm nd. T h i s  event  w a s  a t tended by 
P A C F L T ,  J S D F  J o i n t  S t a f f  C o u n c  ? 1, M$DF Japan, C I N C S D F  Japan, 
Y o k o s u k a  D i s t r i c t  Japan, F l e e t E s c o t t  Force Japan, NAVSURFPAC, 
NAVFORJAI?AN, NAVAIRPAC, Pa t ro l  and peconnaissance Force SEVENTH 
Fleet, F a i r  W e s t  Pac, HELTACWI$GPAC and NAF A t s u g i .  

O n  A u g u s t  3rd,  BLUE R I q G E  g$t u n d e r w a y  for  sea trials 
u n t i l  A u g u s l t  5 th .  O n  A u g u s t  6 j  BLU$ R I D G E  set  sa i l  f o r  one day 
f o r  a Family D a y  C r u i s e  i n  T o k y o  Wan. O n  A u g u s t  1 7 ,  BLUE R I D G E  
deployed f o r  a t w o  day t r a n s i t t o  C b i n h a e ,  R e p u b l i c  of K o r e a  
t o  begin j o i n t / m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  exercises and ULCHI  FOCUS LENS.  
U L C H I  FOCUS LENS ( U F L )  kicked 4ff ofi A u g u s t  22nd and f i n i s h e d  
on S e p t e m b e r  3rd. Throughout qhe m d n t h  of A u g u s t  and exercise 
U F L ,  BLUE R I D G E  w a s  v i s i t e d  by PACFGT, U S  Forces, Japan, US 
A m b a s s a d o r ,  NAVFORJAPAN, U S  N a y y ,  T d s k  G r o u p  7 0 . 4 ,  CINCROKFLT,  
L a n d i n g  Force SEVENTH F l e e t ,  B a t t l e  Force SEVENTH Fleet ,  
LOGWESTPAC, A m p h i b i o u s  Force S ~ V E N T ~ ~  Fleet ,  NAVFORKOREA, 
MINEWARCCIM, Pat rol  and ~econnadssance  Force SEVENTHFLT, 1st ROK 
MARDIV, KOK A r m y ,  NAVSPECWARGRY O n e ,  ROK N a v a l  A c a d e m y ,  ROK N a v y ,  
ROK F l o t i - l l a  SEVEN, and ROK F l d t i l l a  E I G H T .  

The beginning of t h e  m q n t h  of September brought BLUE 
R I D G E  a 3M A s s i s t  v i s i t  on t h e  4 t h  qnd back i n  Y o k o s u k a  on t h e  
9 t h .  T h e  3M A s s i s t  w a s  c o m p l e q e d  w i t h  success on t h e  14 th .  
For t h e  rest  of September, t h e  c r e w  cont inued w i t h  upkeep and 
t r a i n i n g  w h i l e  spending t i m e  ~ 4 t h  tye i r  f a m i l i e s .  September s a w  
t h e  v i s i t s  of S ta f f  Japanese S q l f  D d f e n s e  Force and A I R P A C .  
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O n  O c t o b e r  5 t h ,  BLUE RIDGE s e t s a i l  f o r  yet  another sea t r i a l  t o  
r e t u r n  o.n t h e  7 th .  COMPHIBGRU ONE rode w i t h  BLUE RIDGE enroute  
t o  O k i n a w a ,  Japan t o  conduct a N a v i b a t i o n  C h e c k  R i d e  10-11. 
A f t e r  a brief  s top i n  O k i n a w a , ( J a p a b ,  BLUE RIDGE continued t o  
S e m b a w a n g ,  Singapore. BLUE RI$GE ehjoyed l i b e r t y  and upkeep 
p r i o r  t o  OPPE from t h e  2 1 - 2 8  i n p o r t  S e m b a w a n g ,  Singapore. 
O n  t h e  2 9 t h ,  BLUE RIDGE depart d S i b g a p o r e  t o  head up t o  O k i n a w a ,  
Japan t o  p i ck  up t h e  ~ r o p u l s i o  8 E x m i n i n g  B o a r d .  T h e  S i n g a p o r e  
por tca l l  brought t h e  v i s i t  of 6 . S .  A m b a s s a d o r  Singapore. 

O n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  BLUE R I  GE aqrived and departed O k i n a w a ,  
Japan anti c o m m e n c e d  OPPE.  T h r  2 ughout 5-6 N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  BLUE 
RIDGE c r e w  performed de f t ly  i n  order t o  successful ly  complete 
OPPE.  U p o n  arr ival  i n  Y o k o s u k ?  on Q o v e m b e r  7 ,  BLUE RIDGE began 
t h e  on-going t a s k  of t r a i n i n g  and uqkeep. O n  N o v e m b e r  14 ,  t h e  
L o g i s t i c  M a n a g e m e n t  A s s e s s m e n t  c o m m e n c e d .  O n  t h e  1 7 t h ,  BLUE 
RIDGE Inport  E m e r g e n c y  T e a m  s u  cess fu l ly  c o m b a t t e d  an actual 
C l a s s  B f i r e  i n  t h e  p a i n t  lock r. on N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  BLUE RIDGE 4 
departed Y o k o s u k a ,  heading f o r  A p r a  H a r b o r ,  Guam,  and commenced 
exercise TANDEM THRUST. BLUE RIDGE w a s  able t o  conduct valuable 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  ECC D r i l l s ,  m a n  o+erbo4rds, abandon sh ip  d r i l l s ,  
G e n e r a l  Q u a r t e r s  and an underway r e g l e n i s h m e n t .  O n  N o v e m b e r  11, 
COMSEVENTHFLT w a s  v i s i t e d  by S q b m a r i n e  F o r c e  SEVENTH Fleet ,  
COMNAVFORJAPAN and t h e  U n d e r  Sgcretary of D e f e n s e  Pol icy.  
O n  1 6 - 1 7 ,  BLUE RIDGE w a s  v i s i t 4 d  by C a r r i e r  G r o u p  ONE, S u b m a r i n e  
Force SEVENTH Fleet ,  NAVFORKOR~A, LOG WESTPAC, S t a f f  M a r i t i m e  
Command  A u s t r a l i a ,  S t a f f  Patro and R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  SEVENTH Fleet ,  
L a n d i n g  F o r c e  SEVENTH Fleet ,  B a t t l e  Force SEVENTH Fleet ,  
NAVMARIMTAS, Self D e f e n s e  Flee* Japan, ROK F l e e t ,  NAVFORKOREA, 
NAVFORJAPAN, T a s k  G r o u p  SEVEN 4ERO P O I N T  FOUR, 1st B r i g a d e  6 t h  
I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n  and 13th  A i r  Force. 

I 

A f t e r  several days of d r i l l  w h i l e  underway, BLUE RIDGE 
arrived i n  Guam on D e c e m b e r  7 nd c mpleted exercise TANDEM f 3 
THRUST. O n  t h e  8 t h ,  BLUE RIDG set  sa i l  f o r  home and arrived i n  
Y o k o s u k a  on t h e  1 2 t h .  BLUE RIDGE remained i npo r t  f o r  t h e  rest of 
D e c e m b e r  t o  enjoy t h e  holiday eason. T h e  m o n t h  of D e c e m b e r  s a w  
t he  v i s i t s  of SPECWARGRUONE, S AL T ~ A M  F I V E ,  SAU TEAM ONE, PACFLT 

and DESRON SEVENTEEN. 

i4 I L O ,  CARGRU ONE, COM MAE, NAV RIANAS, L a n d i n g  Force SEVENTH 
Fleet ,  SOC PAC, 13 th  A i r  Force, T a s h  G r o u p  SEVEN ZERO P O I N T  FOUR, 



Chronological L i s t  of S i g n i f i c a n t  Events, Calendar Year 1994 

1 - 6 January 
7 - 9 January 

10 - 1 2  January 
13 - 1 4  January 

15 - 1 6  January 

1 7  (January 
24 - 28 January 
26 (January 

4 :February 
6 Apri 1 
8 Apr i l  
9 - 10 ,April 

11 - 17  Apr i l  
18 - 2 1  Apr i l  

20 Apr i l  

2 1  Apr i l  
22  - 25 Apr i l  

25 Apr i l  
26 Apr i l  

2 - 5 May 

1 7  - 22  June 
23 - 26 ,June 
27  ,June 

6 ,July 
9 ,July 

28 ,July 
3 - 5 August 
6 August 
7 - 1 6  August 

- Upkeep ahd I n  o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, Japan 
- Underway f o r  r a in ing ,  enroute  t o  Beppu, 

Japan. 
- V i s i t  Beppu, Japan. 
- Underway f o r  Pra in ing ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. ~ 
- Upkeep aQd Inpor t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
k e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y  24.  

Exercise.  
Keen Edge-94. 

Keen Edge-94. 
Brave-94. 

A v i l a b i l i t y  24.  

Japan. 
- Underway f o r  r a in ing ,  enroute  t o  Guam. 
- Upkeep apd i n  o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Apra Harbor, 

Guam 
k 

- Began c o b a n d  Assessment of Readiness f o r  
Training,  Levkl 11. 

~ x e k c i s e  Tempo Brave-94. 
- - Underway f o r  Training,  enroute  t o  Okinawa, 

Japan. 
- complete$ CAR$ 11. 
- Began Up eep bnd Inpor t  Training,  Okinawa, 

Japan. 
- Underway f o r  @rain ing ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. ~ 
- Upkeep ahd Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
- Underway f o r  $a i lo red  S h i p ' s  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

(TSTA) , Phase 1. 
TSTe 1. 

- Began Up eep bnd Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, - 
Japan. 

- Underway f o r  $STA 2 ,  enroute  t o  Hong Kong. 
- V i s i t  HO g ~ o n g  
- Underway f o r  TSTA 2 ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
n 

- Completed T S T ~  2.  
- Upkeep a d Inpor t  Tra in ing  , Yokosuka, 

Japan. n 
- Began CA T I1 
- Complete: CAR+ 11. 
- COMSEVENTHFLT Change of Command, Onboard. 
- Underway f o r  $raining.  
- underway f o r  Tokyo Wan Family Day Cruise.  
- Upkeep add Inpor t ,  Yokosuka, Japan. 



~ h r o n o l o g i c h l  Events (con. )  

1 7  - 19 August 

20 August 
22 August 

3 September 
4 - 8 September 

4 September 
9 September 

4 October 
5 - 7 Oc$ober 
8 - 10 OcUober 

10 - 11 October 

11 - 15 Oc$ober 
15 - 22 October 
2 1  - 28 October 
29 October 

4 November 

5 - 6 November 
7 November 
8 - 26 November 

1 4  November 
27 November 

7 December 

8 - 1 2  December 
1 2  - 31 Dedember 

- Underway, f o r  Tra in ing ,  enroute  t o  Chinhae, 
ROK . 

- Upkeep and o r t  Training,  Chinhae, ROK. 
Forces Exerc ises  

Focus Lens-94 

Japan. 
- Underway f o r  k ra in ing ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

- Began 3M A s s i l s t  V i s i t .  
- Upkeep abd Inpor t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
Upkleep Yokosuka, Japan. 

- - Conducte Undlerway s e a  t r i a l s .  
- Upkeep and Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
- PHIBGRU ~ N E  cpnducted Navigation Check 

Ride. 
- Enroute t o  Okinawa, Japan. 
- Enroute t o  Sepbawang, Singapore. 

mbawbng, Singapore. 
o Oklinawa, Japan. 

- Arrive ~ k i n a w h ,  Japan, commenced OPPE and 
Okinawa, Japan. 
o Yolcosuka, Japan. 
okoshka, Japan. 

Japan. 
- Upkeep abd i n p o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

- Commence& LMAl exam. 
- Commence ~ x e k c i s e  TANDEM THRUST-94. 

Underway f o r  h a m .  
- Inpor t  G am.  Completed Exercise  TANDEM 

THRUST- F4. 
- Underwayi, enrbute  t o  Yokosuka, Japan. - Upkeep abd Inpor t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 


