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1. In  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n ~ e  (a1) ,  t h e  command h i s t o r y  f o r  
1 January 1994  through 31 ~ e c e w e r  1994  is  submitted: 

a. Comand Organization: USS  BLUE RIDGE (LCC 1 9 )  Commanding 
Of f i ce r :  Captain E .  H. Joy I 1  from 4 September 1993 t o  present .  

b. The mission of USS  BLU RIDGE (LCC 1 9 )  is  t o  support  t h e  t s t a f f  of Commander SEVENTH F le  t .  pne s p e c i f i c  support  mission 
is t o  Ifshow t h e  f lag1 '  i n  p o r t s !  of t h e  SEVENTH F l e e t  Area of 
Respons ib i l i ty .  Addi t ional ly ,  t h e  @EVENTH F l e e t  f l a g s h i p  is 
designed t o  se rve  many purpose$, depending on t h e  c r i s e s .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it is designed t p  be t h e  f l a g s h i p  f o r  C7F as a 
CJTF o r  CCNCC, t o  accomodate J F A C C  Afloat ,  t o  serve  as a  SACC f o r  
a MEF s i n e  landing,  and t o  be ki combined opera t ions  c e n t e r .  

c .  Summary of 0pera t ions : i  U S S  BLUE R I D G E  commenced 1994  
p i e r s i d e  i n  Yokosuka, Japan. The new year  kicked o f f  with t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  p o e t i c  midwatch e n t r y  ahd blowing of t h e  s h i p ' s  
whi s t l e .  I 

On January 7 ,  BLUE R I D q E  s e t  sa i l  f o r  a b r i e f  v i s i t  
t o  Beppu, Japan. BLUE R I D G E  ak r ive  i n  Beppu on January 1 0 t h .  
While i n  p o r t  t h e  crew enjoyed t h e  1 oca l  hot  sp r ings  and scenery 
t h a t  has  made Beppu famous. Od s angary 13, BLUE RIDGE l e f t  
Beppu, Japan t o  head back t o  hqr hoxheport Yokosuka, Japan. 
During t h e  underway period B L U ~  RIDYE conducted ECC d r i l l s  and 
General Quar te r s .  Upon a r r i v a l  on January 15, t h e  crew began 
making p repara t ions  f o r  ~ e l e c t d d  Re$t r ic ted  A v a i l a b i l i t y  (SRA) 
24  t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y  commenced oq Jandary 1 7 .  January 24-28, BLUE 
R I D G E  suc~cess fu l ly  supported and co@pleted exe rc i se  TEMPEST 
EXPRESS. For t h e  remainder of t h e  qonth,  BLUE R I D G E  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  exe rc i se  KEEN EDGE from ~ a n d a r y  46 through February 4 .  
Throughout t h e  month of January BLU$ RIDGE was v i s i t e d  by 
CINCSDFFIIT,  J M S D F  and 43rd ~ e f ~ e l i n f t  Squadron. 



S u b j :  CO-D HISTORY (OPNAVI JST REPORT 5 7 4 0 - 1 )  

F e b r u a r y  and March w e ]  
as SRA 2:4 cont inued i n  high s l  
advantage O f  t h e  i n p o r t  p e r i o t  
schools a t  A f l o a t  T r a i n i n g  G r t  
o ther  loca t ions .  B o t h  BLUE R: 
( S R F )  cont inued t o  m a k e  w o r k  1 
BLUE RIDGE a l so  continued a l l  
control  and physical t r a i n i n g (  
began i t s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r a in :  
Propulsi.on P lan t  E x a m i n a t i o n  1 
d r i l l s .  O n  March 30, BLUE R I I  
JMSDF, ClOMDESRON F I F T E E N ,  MSC 
NAVSPECWARUNIT ONE. 

E x e r c i s e  TEMPO BRAVE 1 
end of Selected R e s t r i c t e d  Av; 
RIDGE departed Y o k o s u k a  f o r  A1 
Guam,  t h e  Command  A s s e s s m e n t  ( 

ATG Westpac set up shop p r io r  
20. E x e r c i s e  TEMPO BRAVE w a s  
set sail  f o r  O k i n a w a ,  Japan w: 
w e l l  and w a s  c o m p l e t e d  a day 1 
O k i n a w a  on A p r i l  2 6 .  I n  O k i n i  
R e l a t i o n s  (COMREL) Project T e i  
reading m a t e r i a l  t o  t h e  d e l i g l  
A p r i l  s a w  v i s i t s  t o  C 7 F  by SO( 
SUBFORSEVENTHFT, A i r  Command  i 
G r o u p  A u s t r a l i a ,  13th A i r  Win( 
NAVSTA GUAM, ATG WESTPAC, NAV! 
SEVENTH F l e e t ,  A m p h i b i o u s  F o r (  
MARDIV, 1st MAW, 3rd FSSG,  LO( 
NAVMARIANAS, SUBFORSEVENTHFLT 
R e c o n n a i - s s a n c e  F o r c e  SEVENTH I 

O n  May 2 ,  BLUE RIDGE ( 

Y o k o s u k a ,  Japan. While i n  t r i  

t r a i n i n g  i n  preparat ion f o r  Ti 
( T S T A )  phase I .  TSTA I incluc 
c h e m i c a l .  and radiological s e l :  
ECC d r i l l s .  O n  May 6 ,  BLUE R' 
i n p o r t  t r a i n i n g  through May 1' 
ATG WESTPAC embarked and comml 
a b i l i t y  t o  t r a i n .  O n  May 2 5 ,  
being f u l l y  ready t o  begin TS'  
ac t ing on what had been learnt 
COMSEVENTHFLT w a s  v i s i t e d  by ( 

Japan, Fleet  S u b m a r i n e  F o r c e  I 

T r a i n i n g  and D e v e l o p m e n t  Japai 
F l e e t ,  NCThMS Westpac and NCTl 

m o n t h s  of great a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  
2ed. Several c r e w  m e m b e r s  took 
t o  t a k e  leave and a t tend N a v y  

~p (IITG) Western Pacific and 
>GE and Ships  R e p a i r  F a c i l i t y  
r o g r e s s  w e l l  ahead of schedule. 
nspects of professional ,  d a m a g e  

T h e  D a m a g e  C o n t r o l  T r a i n i n g  T e a m  
~g cycle t o  prepare f o r  O p e r a t i o n a l  
r holding i n p o r t  G e n e r a l  Q u a r t e r s  
;E w a s  v i s i t e d  by COMNAVFORJAPAN, 
? a r  E a s t ,  EODMU F I V E  and 

2gan A p r i l  6 ,  t w o  days before t h e  
i l a b i l i t y  2 4 .  O n  A p r i l  11, BLUE 
r a  H a r b o r ,  Guam. U p o n  arr ival  i n  
E R e a d i n e s s  f o r  T r a i n i n g  t e a m  f r o m  
:o c o m m e n c e m e n t  of CART I1 on A p r i l  
z o m p l e t e d  A p r i l  2 1 ,  then  BLUE RIDGE 
:h t h e  CART team. CART I1 w e n t  
r i o r  t o  BLUE R I D G E 1 s  arr ival  i n  
va, t h e  BLUE RIDGE C o m m u n i t y  
n painted orphanages and handed o u t  
: of m a n y  ch i ld ren .  T h e  m o n t h  of 
?AC, MURAKUMO, K u r e  D i s t r i c t ,  
~ s t r a l i a ,  S t r i k e  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
, EIGHT TWO Wing, FOUR ONE Wing, 
'ECWARUNIT ONE, B a t t l e  F o r c e  
z SEVENTH F l e e t ,  I11 MEF, 3rd 
WEST PAC, NAVFORKOREA, 
FAIRWESTPAC and Pa t ro l  and 

Leet . 
z p a r t e d  O k i n a w a ,  Japan f o r  h o m e p o r t  
 sit, BLUE RIDGE conducted da i ly  
ilored S h i p ' s  T r a i n i n g  A v a i l a b i l i t y  
2d harbor and navigat ion exercises, 
defense, and m a i n s p a c e  f i r e  and 

IGE re turned  t o  por t  f o r  upkeep and 
. O n  May 18, representa t ives  f r o m  
n c e d  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of BLUE R I D G E 1 s  
3LUE RIDGE w a s  assessed by ATG as 
4 Phase I ,  May 2 6 - 3 1  w a s  spent  
1 during TSTA I. O n  May 1 6  
INCSDFFLT Japan, F l e e t  E s c o r t  F o r c e  
span, F l e e t  A i r  F o r c e  Japan, F l e e t  
, NAVFORJAPAN, B a t t l e  F o r c e  SEVENTH 
Japan. 



Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAVI'NST REPORT 57-40-1 ) 

The month of June con t inued  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  cycle, 
t h rough  t h e  1 7 t h  when ATG WES dmbarked f o r  TSTA 11. A f t e r  
ATG embarked, TSTA I1 began RIDGE cast o f f  a l l  l i n e s ,  
e n r o u t e  t o  Hong Kong. ATG w a s  impnessed w i t h  progress t h a t  w a s  
made. I 

Beyond what w a s  expectLd i n  t h e  s h o r t  t i m e  s i n c e  TSTA I ,  
halfway th rough  TSTA 11, June F3, BLUE R I D G E  s topped  i n  Hong Kong 
f o r  a por t  v i s i t .  On June 26,I TSTA I1 cont inued  a t  sea as BLUE 
R I D G E  w a s  r e t u r n i n g  from Hong kong e n r o u t e  t o  Yokosuka. 

On J u l y  1, BLUE R I D G E  omplkted TSTA I1 and p u l l e d  i n  t o  
Yokosuka, Japan.  From J u l y  6- , ATF WESTPAC conducted CART 11. 
A s  expec t ed ,  CART I1 w a s  a sucbes s  f o r  BLUE R I D G E .  Continuous 
v a l i d a t i o n ,  review and improvement kep t  BLUE R I D G E  from dropping  
o u t  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  mode. upk+ep apd t r a i n i n g  i n  a l l  areas 
continueld th roughout  t h e  month? The new PT on t h e  P i e r  program 
con t inued  t h r e e  mornings a week and showed p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  on a 
day t o  day b a s i s .  

I 

P r e p a r a t i o n  began earl  i n  t h e  month of  J u l y  f o r  t h e  
COMSEVENTHFLT change o f  comman $ . O p  J u l y  28,  t h e  COMSEVENTHFLT 
change o f  command ceremony t o o  p l a b e  on t h e  main deck.  V i c e  
Admiral Tinlothy W.  Wright comp f e t e d  h i s  t o u r  and V i c e  Admiral 
Arch ie  R.  Clemins assumed comm nd. T h i s  e v e n t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  by 
PACFLT, JSDF J o i n t  S t a f f  Counc ! 1, MSDF Japan,  CINCSDF Japan,  
Yokosuka D i s t r i c t  Japan,  F l e e t  Escort Force  Japan,  NAVSURFPAC, 
NAVFORJAI?AN, NAVAIRPAC, P a t r o l a n d  Reconnaissance Force  SEVENTH 
F l e e t ,  F a i r  W e s t  Pac,  HELTACWINGPAC and NAF Atsug i .  

On August 3 rd ,  BLUE R I ~ G E  got underway f o r  sea t r i a l s  
u n t i l  August 5 t h .  On August 6,  BLU$ R I D G E  set  sa i l  f o r  one day 
f o r  a Family Day C r u i s e  i n  Tokyo Wan. On August 17,  BLUE R I D G E  
deployed f o r  a two day t r a n s i t  t o  ~ l h i n h a e ,  Republ ic  o f  Korea 
t o  beg in  j o i n t / m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  qxercises and ULCHI FOCUS LENS. 
ULCHI FOCUS LENS (UFL) k icked  d f f  on August 22nd and f i n i s h e d  
on September 3 rd .  Throughout qhe m4nth of  August and exercise 
UFL, BLUE R I D G E  w a s  v i s i t e d  by P A C F ~ T ,  US Forces ,  Japan,  US 
Ambassador, NAVFORJAPAN, US N a  , Task Group 70.4,  CINCROKFLT, 
Landing Force  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  B ?' t t l e  Force  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  
LOGWESTPAC, Amphibious Force  SEVENTR F l e e t ,  NAVFORKOREA, 
MINEWARCC)M, P a t r o l  and ~ e c o n n a j s s a n q e  Force  SEVENTHFLT, 1st ROK 
MARDIV, ROK A r m y ,  NAVSPECWARGRI~ One, ROK Naval Academy, ROK Navy, 
ROK F l o t i - l l a  SEVEN, and ROK ~ l q t i l l a  EIGHT. 

The beg inn ing  o f  t h e  mqnth Of September brought  BLUE 
R I D G E  a 3M A s s i s t  v i s i t  on t h e  4 t h  dnd back i n  Yokosuka on t h e  
9 th .  The 3M A s s i s t  w a s  completed w j t h  s u c c e s s  on t h e  14 th .  
For  t h e  rest of September, t h e  crew cont inued  w i t h  upkeep and 
t r a i n i n g  w h i l e  spend ing  t i m e  w i t h  tqeir  f a m i l i e s .  September s a w  
t h e  v i s i t s  of S t a f f  Japanese  Sq l f  Dqfense Force and AIRPAC. 



Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAVILST R$PORT 5 7 4 0 - 1  ) 

O n  O c t o b e r  5 t h ,  BLUE RIDGE s e t s a i l  f o r  y e t  another sea t r i a l  t o  
r e t u r n  o.n t h e  7 th .  COMPHIBGRU ONE rode w i t h  BLUE RIDGE enroute  
t o  O k i n a w a ,  Japan t o  conduct a N a v i b a t i o n  C h e c k  R i d e  10-11. 
A f t e r  a br ief  s top i n  ~ k i n a w a , ( J a p a b ,  BLUE RIDGE continued t o  
S e m b a w a n g ,  Singapore. BLUE RI$GE ehjoyed l i b e r t y  and upkeep 
p r i o r  t o  OPPE f r o m  t h e  2 1 - 2 8  i npo r t  S e m b a w a n g ,  Singapore. 
O n  t h e  2 1 3 t h ~  BLUE RIDGE depart d Sibgapore t o  head up t o  O k i n a w a ,  
Japan t o  pick up t h e  ~ r o p u l s i o  $ E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d .  T h e  Singapore 
por tca l l  brought t h e  v i s i t  of 6 .S .  embassador Singapore. 

I I 

O n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  BLUE R I  GE aerived and departed O k i n a w a ,  
Japan anti commenced OPPE.  T h r  2 ughout 5-6  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  BLUE 
RIDGE c r e w  performed d e f t l y  i n  order t o  success fu l ly  c o m p l e t e  
OPPE.  U p o n  arr ival  i n  Y o k o s u k ?  on qovember 7 ,  BLUE RIDGE began 
t h e  on-going t a s k  of t r a i n i n g  and upkeep. O n  N o v e m b e r  1 4 ,  t h e  
L o g i s t i c  M a n a g e m e n t  A s s e s s m e n t  c o m m q n c e d .  O n  t h e  1 7 t h ,  BLUE 
RIDGE Inport  E m e r g e n c y  T e a m  s u  c e s s fu l l y  combatted an actual 
C l a s s  B f i r e  i n  t h e  pa in t  lock r. @n N o v e m b e r  2 7 ,  BLUE RIDGE 4 
departed Y o k o s u k a ,  heading f o r  A p r a  H a r b o r ,  Guam,  and commenced 
exercise TRNDEM THRUST. BLUE RIDGE w a s  able t o  conduct valuable 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  ECC D r i l l s ,  m a n  o~e rbo4rds ,  abandon s h i p  d r i l l s ,  
G e n e r a l  Q u a r t e r s  and an underway reglenishment. O n  N o v e m b e r  11, 
COMSEVENTHFLT w a s  v i s i t e d  by S y b m a r i n e  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  
COMNAVFORJAPAN and t h e  U n d e r  S g c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  Policy. 
O n  1 6 - 1 7 ,  BLUE RIDGE w a s  v i s i t 4 d  by C a r r i e r  G r o u p  ONE, S u b m a r i n e  
Force SETTENTH F l e e t ,  NAVFORKOR~A, LOG WESTPAC, S taf f  M a r i t i m e  
Command  A u s t r a l i a ,  S t a f f  Patro and R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  SEVENTH Fleet ,  
L a n d i n g  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  B i t t l e  Force SEVENTH F l e e t ,  
NAVMARIMTAS, Se l f  D e f e n s e  Flee* Japan, ROK Fleet, NAVFORKOREA, 
NAVFORJAPAN, T a s k  G r o u p  SEVEN 4ERO POINT FOUR, 1st ~ r i g a d e  6 t h  
In fan t ry  D i v i s i o n  and 13th  ~ i r  F o r c e .  

I 

A f t e r  several days of d r i l l  w h i l e  underway, BLUE RIDGE 
ar r ived i n  Guam on D e c e m b e r  7 qnd c 3 npleted exercise TANDEM 
THRUST. O n  t h e  8 t h ,  BLUE R I D G ~  set  s a i l  f o r  home and arr ived i n  
Y o k o s u k a  on t h e  1 2 t h .  BLUE RIDGE r 6 m a i n e d  inpor t  fo r  t h e  rest of 
D e c e m b e r  t o  enjoy t h e  holiday eason. T h e  m o n t h  of D e c e m b e r  s a w  
t h e  v i s i t s  of SPECWARGRUONE, S AL T ~ A M  F I V E ,  SAU TEAM ONE, PACFLT 

and DESRON SEVENTEEN. 

3, I L O ,  CARGRU ONE, COM MAE, NAV RIANAS, L a n d i n g  Force SEVENTH 
F l e e t ,  SOC PAC, 13 th  A i r  F o r c e ,  T a s h  G r o u p  SEVEN ZERO POINT FOUR, 



Chronological L i s t  of S i g n i f i c a n t  Events, Calendar Year 1994 

1 - 6 January 
7 - 9 January 

10 - 1 2  January 
13 - 14 January 

15 - 1 6  January 

1 7  (January 
24 - 28 January 
26 (January 

4 :February 
6 .Apri 1 
8 Apr i l  
9 - 10 ,April 

11 - 17  Apr i l  
18 - 2 1  Apr i l  

25 Apr i l  
26 Apr i l  

2 - 5 May 

1 7  - 22  ,June 
23 - 26 June 
27  June 

6 ,July 
9 ,July 

28 ,July 
3 - 5 August 
6 jlucjust 
7 - 1 6  August 

- Upkeep ahd I n  o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, Japan 
- Underway f o r  r a in ing ,  enroute  t o  Beppu, 

Japan. 
- V i s i t  Be pu, Japan. B - Underway f o r  Praining,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. ~ 
- Upkeep aQd Inpor t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
k e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y  24.  

Exercise.  
Keen Edge-94. 

- complete& ~ x e b c i s e  Keen Edge-94. 
- Began Ex r c i s e  Tempo Brave-94. 
- Complete S h i p ' s  Res t r i c t ed  A v i l a b i l i t y  24. 
- Upkeep a d Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
I 

- Underway f o r  r a in ing ,  enroute  t o  Guam. 
- Upkeep apd i n  o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Apra Harbor, 

Guam 
- Began c o b a n d  Assessment of Readiness f o r  

Training,  Levkl 11. 
~ x e k c i s e  Tempo Brave-94. 

- - Underway f o r  Training,  enroute  t o  Okinawa, 
Japan. 

- complete$ CAR* 11. 
- Began Up eep bnd Inpor t  Training,  Okinawa, 

Japan. 
- Underway, f o r  @rain ing ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. ~ 
- Upkeep ahd Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
- Underway f o r  !Cailored S h i p ' s  A v a i l a b i l i t y  

(TSTA) , Phase 1. 
TSTe 1. 

- Began Up eep bnd Inpor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, - 
Japan. 

- Underway f o r  ~ S T A  2 ,  enroute  t o  Hong Kong. 
- V i s i t  Ho g ~ o n g  
- Underway f o r  TSTA 2 ,  enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
n 

- Completed T S T ~  2.  
- Upkeep a$d Ingor t  Tra in ing  , Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
- Began CA T I1 
- Complete$ CAR+ 11. 
- COMSEVENTHFLT Change of Command, Onboard. 
- Underway f o r  Training.  
- Underway f o r  Tokyo Wan Family Day Cruise.  
- Upkeep add Inpor t ,  Yokosuka, Japan. 



Chronologicpl ~ q e n t s  ( con . )  

17 - 19 August 

20 August 
22  August 

3 September 
4 - 8 September 

4 September 
9 September 

4 October 
5 - 7 Oc$ober 
8 - 10 October 

10 - 11 October 

11 - 15 Ocizober 
15 - 22  October 
2 1  - 28 October 
29  October 

4 November 

5 - 6 November 
7 November 
8 - 26  November 

1 4  November 
27 November 

7 December 

8 - 1 2  Deaember 
1 2  - 31 Dedember 

- Underway, f o r  Tra in ing ,  enroute  t o  Chinhae, 
ROK . 

- Upkeep a d 1*ort Training,  Chinhae, ROK. e - Began Jo  nt/Muti-National Forces Exerc ises  

Ulchi Focus Lens-94 

Japan. 
enroute  t o  Yokosuka, 

- Began 3M A s s i s t  V i s i t .  
- Upkeep abd I n  o r t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
b 

- Completep Upkeep Yokosuka, Japan. 
- Conducted Undlerway sea  t r ia ls .  
- Upkeep apd Inbor t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 1 

- PHIBGRU ONE cpnducted Navigation Check 
Ride. 

- Enroute t o  Okpnawa, Japan. 
- Enroute ko ~eknbawang, Singapore. 
- Upkeep Skmbawang, Singapore. 
- Enroute ko Oklinawa, Japan. 
- Arrive okinawh, Japan, commenced OPPE and 

departed Okin 
- Enroute t o  Yo 
- Arrived jYokosuka, Japan. 
- Upkeep abd i n b o r t  t r a i n i n g ,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 
- ~ o m e n c e h  LMA exam. 
- Commenced ~ x e k c i s e  TANDEM THRUST-94. 

underway f o r  burn. 
- Inpor t  Gbam. kompleted Exercise  TANDEM 

THRUST- 94.  
u t e  t o  Yokosuka, Japan. 
o r t  Training,  Yokosuka, 

Japan. 



USS B L U ~  RIDGE (LCC-19) 

IN RPLY .RFER TO 

Ser 33/266 
9 4  APR 1 4  

From: Conlanding O f f i c e r ,  USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC 19) 
To: Dirdc tor  of Naval His to  ( N O g B H ) ,  Washington Navy Yard, 

9'01 M S t r e e t ,  SE Washin DC 20374-5060 

Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAV ~ E P O R T  5750-1 ) 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.123 

E - 
1. In  accordance wi th  r e f e r e n  e ( a ) ,  t h e  following command 
h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  per iod  of 1 Ja uary 1993 through 31 December 1993 
is submitted: 

b. Chronolow: Light Off E x  
Embark 

a. C o m m a n d  USS BLUE RIDGE is 

Dock T r i a l  
Sea T r i a l  
Tota l  S h i p ' s  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  

INSURV 

forward d e l l o y e d  t o  t h e  Western 
por ted  i n  $ okosuka, Japan, as 

1 February 
7 February 
8 February 
13-14 February 

P a c i f i c  and permanently home 
Flagship f o r  Commander, U.S. 

16-25 February 
5-15 March 

SEVENTH F l e e t ,  Force SEVENTH F l e e t ,  and 
Commander, Landing Force, Commanding Off icer :  
Captain Alan L. H e i s i g  4 September. Captain 
Ernest  H:. Joy I1 from 4 December. Immediate 
Superior:  RADM D .  R .  t o  6 August. RADM J. 
F. S i g l e r  from 6 

15-17 May 

3-5 June 
15-22 Ju ly  

19-21 October 
22 Ocfober 
24-26 October 

2-5 November 

15-18 November 
24 November 



On 1 February BLUE RIDGE onducted t h e  LOE. The many months 
of prepara t ion  were evident  a BLUE R I D G E  passed i n  a l l  a r e a s  
t h a t  were examined with f l y i n  c o l o r s .  On 7 February Commander 
SEVENTH Fleet, VADM Timothy W Wright, broke h i s  f l a g  on BLUE 
RIDGE,  r e tu rn ing  h i s  command sea .  On 9 February BLUE RIDGE 
success fu l ly  conducted dock t a l s .  On 13 and 1 4  February BLUE 
RIDGE w a s  underway f o r  s e a  t r  1s. The s h i p  and h e r  crew 
performed superbly a f t e r  an e ended per iod  i n  por t .  A l l  t h e  new 
and overhauled equipment were e s t e d  while  crew members re- 
fami1ia1-ized themselves with e underway f o r  TSTA Phase I .  
Afloat  Tra in ing  Group, Weste P a c i f i c  (ATG) observers  road t h e  
s h i p  f o r  10  days while  BLUE GE operated near  Okinawa, Japan. 
With ATG aboard BLUE RIDGE e c i s e d  d a i l y  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of w a r  
f i g h t i n g ,  seamanship, damage n t r o l ,  and communications. For 
t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  gun crews red  t h e  new 25-millimeter chain 
guns which replaced t h e  3-i  guns. 26 February, BLUE RIDGE 
en tered  Buckner Bay, Okinaw o embark Commander, Amphibious 
Force SEVENTH F l e e t ;  and Co d e r ,  Landing Force SEVENTH Fleet. 
The morning of t h e  28th BL DGE w a s  underway i n  company with 
U S S  BELLEAU WOOD, USS DUBU USS SAN BERNARDINO, and U S S  
GERMANTOWN f o r  Pohang, Rep of Korea ( R O K )  and Exercise  TEAM 
SPIRIT 93. 

c .  Sumn~arv of O ~ e r a t i o n s :  U S S  
i n  ~ o k o s u k a ,  Japan i n  t h e  f i r a l  
SRA-23 RLUE RIDGE completed a 
p r o j e c t  of two-100 man crew 
gun syst.ems and upgraded numerous 
BLUE RIDGE a l s o  continued a 
prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
t r ia ls ,  s e a  t r ia ls ,  Tota l  S h i p ' s  
Phase I ,  Operational ~ r o p u l s i o n  
exams. Each morning t h e  Damage 
conducted main space f i r e  d r i l l s  
t h e  crew mustered on t h e  p i e r  
physical. t r a i n i n g .  On 21 Jancary 
f i r s t  ti.me i n  f i v e  months. 

1-3 March, BLUE R I D G E  co inued en r o u t e  t o  Pohang, Republic 
of Korea i h  company with Task o rce  76.  En-route t h e  crew 
continued t r a i n i n g  with main ace  f i r e  and general  q u a r t e r s  
d r i l l s .  O h  3 March BLUE R I D G  en te red  Pohang and immediately 
began unloading t h e  las t  of t personnel and equipment requi red  
t o  support  t h e  BLUE RIDGE m i s  on a s  Command and Control platform 
f o r  Exercise  TEAM SPIRIT 93. n 5 March BLUE R I D G E  began TEAM 
SPIRIT 93 with a p o r t  breako with U . S .  and Republic of Korea 
TEAM SPIERIT 93 u n i t s .  For t next  two weeks BLUE RIDGE operated 
o f f  t h e  coas t  of Korea, f i n i  ng with a v i s i t  t o  Chinhae. On 8 
March BLUE RIDGE went a longs USHS ANDREW J. HIGGINS f o r  
underway replenishment and r e l i n g .  I t  w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  
opportuni ty f o r  En l i s t ed  Sur e Warfare S p e c i a l i s t  t r a i n i n g  i n  
underway replenishment and r e l i n g .  A f t e r  an even t fu l  f i v e  
weeks BLUE RIDGE re turned  ho t o  Yokosuka on 23 March. 

BLUE R I D G E  began 1993 p i e r  s i d e  
month of SRA/DSRA-23. During 

major se l f -he lp  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
be r th ing  spaces,  removed t h e  3-inch 

command and con t ro l  systems. 
r igorous  t r a i n i n g  schedule i n  

Light-Off ~ x a m i n a t i o n  ( L O E ) ,  dock 
Tra in ing  A v a i l a b i l i t y  (TSTA) 

P lan t  Exam (OPPE) and advancement 
Control  raining Team (DCTT) 

f o r  duty s e c t i o n  t r a i n i n g ,  and 
t h r e e  mornings each week f o r  

BLUE RIDGE r e fue led  f o r  t h e  

Apiril was a month of upk ep  i n  home p o r t ,  Yokosuka, Japan. 
On 1 2  Apr i l  Captain John I11 r e l i e v e d  Captain Robert Cepek 
as Chief of S t a f f ,  LT. During t h e  month t h e  s h i p ' s  
Basic Point  Defense stem (BPDMS) w a s  removed along with 



related equipment and cabling. Also in April BLUE RIDGE received 
the news, that the ship and had been awarded the Battle 
Efficiency Award excellence and execution. 
A new ffE:tt was painted on crew member 
proudly affixed the 

By the first week of BLUE RIDGE crew was ready for 
a small break. The break and provided by the BLUE 
RIDGE Moral, Welfare and headed by the ship's 
Navigator, LT  USS BLUE RIDGE/USS 
SAMUEL EL. GOMPERS Yokosuka. The 
picnic was a 
contributed 
crews. On 

From 3 to 5 June the Pac'fic Fleet Propulsion Examining 
Board gave BLUE RIDGE the Ope atiohal Propulsion Plant Exam. 
Preparing and training for OP f E had been a major focus of the 
whole crew for the past year. The culmination of this long range 
planning was the successful 0 E and stands as a credit to the 
Chief Engineer, LCDR  , the Damage Control Assistant, 
LT  and all hand for their hard work and dedication 
to excellence. The remainder f the month was an upkeep period. 
Work continued to upgrade and nstall new equipment further 
increasing BLUE RIDGEts comma and control capabilities. On 19 
June Engineers from Naval Sea ystems Command conducted an 
inclining experiment moving ght from side to side on the main 
deck to recompute BLUE RIDGE stability in the aftermath of a 
year of major equipment cha . On 28 June Captain Douglas 
Marcy, USMC, relieved Major eo Gato, USMC, as Commanding 
Officer, Marine Communicati Detachment, USS BLUE RIDGE. The 
following day BLUE RIDGE go derway for the day to test 
equipment that was to be us n the upcoming joint exercise 
TANDEM THRUST 93. 

On the first day of July the Commanding Officer commissioned 
Ensign  as a Limi ed Duty Officer and the new Ensign 
departed for his new assignme t. Late in the evening on 11 July 
after onloading the last of t e equipment and personnel for 
Exercise TANDEM THRUST 93, BL 1 E RIDGE left Yokosuka for Tinian 

many of whom had 
with the ship, the 

of the Commander U.S. SEVENTH 

command. The USS support for the Commanding 
General, First the Joint Forces Air 

Division Commander, Sixth 
Commander Joint Task 
scenario requiring 



constant  adjustments t o  p lans  changed. On 23 
Ju ly  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  Apra i n  Guam some 
of t h e  crew enjoyed t h e i r  f i r s  s i n c e  a r r i v i n g  
on board BLUE RIDGE.  TANDEM T 
ob jec t ives ,  and on t h e  26th BL 
Yokosuka a r r i v i n g  on 29 Ju ly .  

On 13 August BLUE RIDGE w k s  aga in  underway en rou te  Chinhae, 
ROK f o r  Exercise  ULCHI FOCUS LENS 93. The 15th  BLUE RIDGE moored 
a t  F l e e t  A c t i v i t i e s  Chinhae, RP. Tragedy s t r u c k  as t h e  Korean 
crane opera tor  on t h e  p i e r  w a s  k i l l e d  when h i s  crane toppled 
while l i f t i n g  t h e  brow from t h e  main deck of t h e  BLUE RIDGE t o  
t h e  p i e r .  BLUE RIDGE departed Chinhae on t h e  19th  with 
Commander, Amphibious Group ONE and Commanding General, F i r s t  
Marine ~ x p e d i t i o n a r y  Brigade e arked and remained a t  s e a  u n t i l  
t h e  evening of t h e  24th. Whil i n  p o r t  f o r  t h e  completion of 
ULCHI  FoICU$ LENS, BLUE RIDGE w lcomed aboard t h e  Prospect ive 
Commanding Of f i ce r ,  Captain E r  I" e s t  H. Joy 11. Upon depar ture  
from Chinhhe t h e  crew demonstrated i ts  f u l l  spectrum of 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  PC0 en r o  t e  t o  Yokosuka and learned  t o  
s p e l l  h i s  name c o r r e c t l y  o r  s o  1 it seemed! 

BLUE RIDGE re turned  t o  Yokosuka on 2 September. Two days 
l a t e r  Ca.ptain Ernest  H. Joy I1 r e l i e v e d  Captain Alan L. Heis ig as 
Commanding Of f i ce r  a t  a ceremony i n  Yokosuka, Japan, with Vice 
A d m i r a l  J e r r y  0. T u t t l e  as t h e  gues t  speaker.  VADM T u t t l e  
presented CAPT Heisig with t h e  Legion of Merit  f o r  h i s  highly 
success fu l  t o u r  as Commanding Of f i ce r .  The next  two weeks were 
spent  preparing f o r  t h e  a r r i v  1 of t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  Board of 
Inspect ion  and Survey. The I SURV board stepped aboard on 20 
September and s c r u t i n i z e d  eve space and every system on board. 
A l l  syst.ems were ready f o r  t h  underway material inspec t ion  which 

w a s  spent  i n  upkeep. 

I began a t  0600 t h e  2 1 s t .  BLUE RIDGE completed t h e  inspec t ion  l t F i t  

f o r  f u r t h e r  Servicen and impr ssed t h e  board with Noutstandingn 
prepara t ion  and support .  The crew took g r e a t  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  f i n e  
performance during t h e  inspec ion .  The remainder of t h e  month 

On 4 October BLUE RIDGE i n  a l l  l i n e s  and got  underway 
f o r  Hony Kong with a Limited Team (LTT) comprised of 
e x p e r t s  from Afloat  Tra in ing  (ATGPAC). En rou te  
BLUE RIDGE f e l t  t h e  f o r c e  of had t o  delay e n t e r i n g  
Hong Kong u n t i l  t h e  10th  whil  edge of t h e  typhoon's 
s t rong  wind. While i n  p o r t  H enjoyed l i b e r t y  
with e x c e l l e n t  oppor tun i t i e s  Kong and 
Kowloon. A few were f o r t u n a t  
arranged by t h e  Recreation Se 
crew's  spouses flew down 
October 14th  BLUE RIDGE 
Underway emergency 
f i r e  d r i l l s  were 
LTT observing. 
p o r t ,  Singapore. 
b e n e f i t t e d  from 
and imp1:ovements 
t h e  new Command 
welcomeci aboard f o r  duty. on 22 October BLUE RIDGE departed 
Singapore f o r  Jaka r t a ,  ~ n d o n e d i a .  t h e  t r a n s i t  w a s  s h o r t  



including the crossing of the in the Southern Hemisphere. 
VADM Wright received numerous visitors and fostered 
improved military relations a major objective of 
the port. visit. Liberty in all the crew's 
expectations. Hundreds of toured the ship 
during t.he visit. After a BLUE RIDGE set 
sail for Perth, Western the honorable 
Ne tunus Rex and Davey BLUE RIDGE a an in the time honored 
including Captain Joy. 
Quarters: to receive a 
unable t.o land on the 
landed safely and 
conducted underway 
station-*to-station 
helicopt.er along with several emergency and maneuvering drills. 

On 1 November BLUE RIDGE port of 
Fremantle/Perth, Australia. by Consul General 
Croatia, HMAS STERLING and PE port Fremantle, BLUE 
RIDGE MFGTR sponsored a party several hundred 
invited guests. Several of took advantage of 
invitations offered by and Perth to attend 
 function.^, visit homes, sights. In the 
morning of the sixth BLUE RID departed Fremantle for Manila, 
Republic of the Philippines. after clearing the 
coastal waters off Fremantle exercised at a seneral 
quarters drill, followed by E gineering Casualty Control (ECC) 
drills. During the long to Manila, the crew exercised 
daily with a mix of abandon s lip, man overboard, general quarters 
and ECC drills. By 15 November when BLUE RIDGE arrived at 
Manila, the crew was well trained in a great number of special 
evolutions and ready for the ecreation that Manila had to offer. 
Just before entering port, the Navigation team successfully 
complet&d a graded precision nchorage exercise while awaiting 
the arrival of the Manila Pilot. Entering port with the Manila I pilot turned out to be a seam nship challenge. The pilot was 
unable t.o convey his orders t the two tugs that were made up to 
BLUE RIDGE. As a result of t e pilotfs lack of communication 
with the tugs, the Commanding Offioer was forced to take control 
of the tugs, narrowly avoidin a collision with a moored ship and 
a hard landing on the pier. ! he pilot was used to relay messages 
from the Commanding Officer t the tugs, however, difficulties 
continued until lines were pu over to the pier and the BLUE 
RIDGE was able to warp hersel in using the lines and the tugs 
were cast off. Once BLUE RID E was safely moored, final 
preparations were made for re eiving guests at a reception hosted 
by COMSEVENTHFLT on the main eck that night. Several local 
Government and U.S. Embassy o ficials attended the "Big Toptf. 

Z 

! 
Manila nras a drastic change f om Fremantle as the weather in 
Manila nras hot and humid, com ared to the comfortable spring 
weather ex erienced in Freman E le only days earlier. On 19 
November B UE RIDGE set sail or home, Yokosuka, Japan. En route 
Yokosuka, BLUE RIDGE spent th time preparing for SRA-24 and 
pending intermediate maintena ce availabilities. On 24 November 
BLUE RIDGE moored in Yokosuka, Japan, just in time for 
Thanksgiving. As usual the m ss decks presented a superb dinner 
for the crew and guests. i 



In the month of December, BLUG RIDGE remained in Yokosuka. d Several jobs scheduled for S -2 were commenced by SRF Yokosuka 
and ship's company due to manpower and materials at 
SRF. A leave period was those of the crew who wanted 
to spend the Christmas holiday periods away with 
family and friends. of the month BLUE RIDGE was 
creatively decorated electrical Division for the 
annual Christmas sponsored by Fleet 
Activities hands down for the third 
straight year. 



USS BLUE RIDGE 

USS Blue Ridge (LCC-19) is the third s ip to be named for the Blue Ridge Mountains of the 
eastern United State$. 

The first Blue Ridge was originally a Gr t Lakes passenger steamer, the Virginia built in 1891, 
in Cleveland, Ohio. The Virginia was purch for use as a Navy Transport during World War I and 
commissioned Octoher 17, 1918 as USS Blue Ri ge (SF-2432). At the end of the war Blue Ridge was 
sold, returned to private service and renamed A don. During World War 11, Avalon again served as 
a transport in the S w  Francisco Bay area. She 4 as returned to private service in 1946 following the 
end of the war. The ship was destroyed by fire at Long Beach, California in 1960. 

The second USS Blue Ridge as originally a merchantman built by the Federal 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company New York and commissioned there on September 
27, 1943. During World War 11, she for the Seventh Amphibious Force operating 
along the New Guinea coast. In Ridge led the Northern Attack Force and in 
December 1945 the San Fabian of the Philippines. She continued 
to serve as Seventh Amphibious USS Blue Ridge later became the 
flagship for Amphibious Groups Okinawa and along the China and 
Korean coasts until February 1946. 

During World War I1 the Navy Occupational Medal, 
China Service Medal and also served as a command and 
observation ship during 

Decommissioned Fleet, her name was 
struck from the 

USS Blue 
four years. She 
1970. 



1 USS BLUE RIDGE 

DESIGN CHA/RACTERISTICS 
Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . I .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  620 feet 
Beam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  107 feet 
Draft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 Feet 
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19,200 Tons (Full Load) 
Speed 20 +Knots 
Power Plant . . . . . . . . . . .  one shaft 
Aircraft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Normal Cornpl+mement 90 Officers, 900 Enlisted 
Builders Philadelphia Naval Shipyard 

USS Blue Ridge kcame the Seventh Fleet agship in 1979. She operates from Yokosuka, 
Japan as part of thq U.S. Navy's Overseas Residency Program (OFRP). 



USS BLUE RIDGE 

I 

Unlike her World War I1 predecessod of the same name which was converted from a 
merchantman to an tamphibious force flagship, Blde Ridge (LCC-19) was designed and built from 
the keel up as a command and control ship. 

Designed to direct and manage every of command and control operations, Blue Ridge 
represents the accumulated knowledge of four decades of Navy experience in the difficult problem of 
control and coordination of fleet units. 

Initially conmived in 1962, Blue Ridge, was in the planning and design stage for four years 
before construcf~on finally began at the Philadephia Naval Shipyard in early 1967. Three and a half 
years later she was commissioned on Novemb r 14, 1970. Her hull rivals that of a World War I1 9 aircraft carrier -- 620 feet long, 107 feet wide, displaces 19,000 tons with a full load, with a draft of 
26 feet. 

Blue Ridge ytilizes her "main battery" comppters, communication gear and other electronic 
facilities to fulfill het mission as flagship for States Seventh Fleet. She is also fully 
capable of completirig her secondary ship for amphibious task force and landing 
force commanders during all phases During her eight-month assignment as 
flagship for Commader U.S. Naval Forces Centhl Cohmand in the Arabian Gulf for Operation Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm, Blue Ridge proved repeatedly her capabilities by being the command and 
control nerve center for a U.S. Navy armada of over 13K) ships, including six carrier battle groups, two 
battleships and an amphibious task force. 

To maximize the task force and landing rce commanders' ability to effectively utilize the vast 
amount of incoming information, Blue Ridge h a conlmand and control complex which is divided to 
give precise control of certain aspects of ns to a specific control module. At the heart of this 
complex is two computer systems -- Tactid Data System (NTDS) and the Amphibious 
Support Information System (ASIS). NTDS, thkough information provided by Blue Ridge radars, as 
well as through data links with other fleet ships, can prbvide a complete tactical picture of air, surface 
and sub-surface contacts. From the NTDS pi$ture the most expeditious and coordinated weapons 
assignment may be made to protect the task force frdm attack. ASIS allows commanders to have 
logistical inform;ation instantaneously. 

In addition to these two major computer jystemd, an extremely refined communications system 
is also an integral p&t of the ship's radical design. Thdough an automated patch panel and computer- 
controlled switching matrix, any combination communication equipment desired may be quickly 
connected, giving the ship instantaneous communications capability. The "clean" topside 

own communication$ systems at a minimum. 
appearance of Blue Ridge is the result of intended to keep the ship's interference to her 

A description of Blue Ridge would not be complete without mention of her 20-knot+ speed 
capability. The ship's design not but also her habitability for crewmembers. 
Recreation room:s, air conditioning, galleys and messing areas all help make life 
at sea more pleasant for the crew Blue Ridge has accommodations for 268 
officers and 1,200 enlisted men. 

- L. I 




