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a. Command O r g a n i z a t i o n :  Commanding O f f i c e r :  C a p t a i n  Joseph K. 
Henderson f rom 20 November 1989 t o  p r e s e n t .  

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 January  1990 t h r o u g h  

b. Summary o f  Opera t i ons :  USS BLUE RIDGE, i n  h e r  r o l e  as 
f l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander Seventh F l e e  I, , c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  new year  o f  
1990 undergo ing  SRA-17 i n  h e r  homeport  o f  Yokosuka, Japan. On 10 
January,  BLUE RIDGE g o t  underway f o r  p o s t  SRA sea t r i a l s ,  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  Yokosuka on 12 January .  ON 27 J nuary ,  BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  
Sub ic  Bay, P h i l i p p i n e s .  Wh i le  e n r o  t e ,  BLUE RIDGE conducted  
e n g i n e e r i n g  and g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  d r ' l l s .  P r i o r  t o  moor ing  i n  Sub ic  
Bay on 1 Februa ry ,  Commander Nava l  u r f a c e  Group Western P a c i f i c  
and s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  embarked onboar BLUE RIDGE t o  conduc t  a  
n a v i g a t i o n  check r i d e  f o r  wh ich  BLU RIDGE r e c e i v e d  a  grade o f  96%, I t h e  h i g h e s t  grade r e c o r d e d  t o  da te .  E n r o u t e  t o  homeport ,  on 6  
Februa ry ,  BLUE RIDGE pe r fo rmed  a  s u c c e s s f u l  Med-Moor t o  L e y t e  Wharf 
i n  Sub ic  Bay. On 11 Februa ry ,  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  Yokosuka, 
Japan. On 2 1  Februa ry ,  t h e  S e c r e t a  y  o f  Defense, t h e  Honorab le  r R i c h a r d  Cheney, a r r i v e d  onboard f o r  f l a g  l e v e l  meet ings  w i t h  
COMSEVENTHFLT. I 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  command h i s t o r y  
3 1  December 1990 i s  

On 25 Februa ry  BLUE RIDGE dep loyed  f rom homeport  and s e t  s a i l  
f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa c o n d u c t i n g  ECC and g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  d r i l l s  
e n r o u t e .  BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Buc n e r  Bay f o r  a  b r i e f  s t o p  on 28 
Februa ry  t o  embark Commander Amphib'ous F o r c e  Seventh  F l e e t  and 
Commander Land ing  Fo rce  Seventh F l e  t. BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  on t h e  
even ing  o f  28 Februa ry  f o r  Pohang, . Korea i n  company w i t h  Task 
Group 700.3 and Task Fo rce  760. On 3 March BLUE RIDGE moored i n  
Pohang, S. Korea t o  conduct  p re-exe c i s e  b r i e f i n g s .  BLUE RIDGE g o t  

March. 

I underway on 7  March e n r o u t e  Tok Sok R i  f o r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  Team S p i r i t  
' 90 .  D u r i n g  Team S p i r i t  ' 90 ,  BLUE RIDGE conducted numerous ECC and 
g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r  d r i l l s  a l o n g  w i t h  r e f u e l i n g  a t  sea w i t h  t h e  USS 
Wabash and USNS S p i c a  on 11 March apd w i t h  USNS Poncha too la  on 20 

I 

s u b m i t t e d :  

BLUIE RIDGE conc luded Team s p i r i t  ' 9 0  on 2 1  March and headed 
s o u t h  f o r  Hong Kong, v i a  t h e  Formosa S t r a i t s .  BLUE RIDGE moored t o  
buoy A-50 i n  Hong Kong h a r b o r  on 25 March. Wh i le  i n p o r t ,  a  F l e e t  



Conference was h e l d  onboard t h e  USS 
day p o r t ' v i s i t ,  BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  
30 March a r r i v i n g  on 3 1  March. BLUE 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  S ingapore  

Midway. Upon c o m p l e t i n g  a  5 
Sub ic  Bay, P h i l i p p i n e s  on 

RIDGE s e t  s a i l  on 5 A p r i l  and 
on 10 A p r i l .  

BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  S ingapore  on 
f o r  t h e  C o r a l  Sea Week C e l e b r a t i o n .  
BLUE RIDGE moored i n  F reman t le ,  P e r t h  
i n  F reman t le ,  BLUE RIDGE h e l d  v i s i t  
v i s i t o r s  d a i l y .  BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  
t o  Hobar t ,  Tasmania c o n d u c t i n g  ECC 
a c r o s s  t h e  Sou the rn  Ocean. BLUE RIDGE 
Wh i le  i n  Hobar t ,  BLUE RIDGE a g a i n  had 
thousands o f  v i s i t o r s  onboard. A 
was h e l d  onboard BLUE RIDGE hos ted  by 
BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  Hobar t  e n r o u t e  t o  
ECC and g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r  d r i l l s .  BLUE 
on 5 May. Wh i le  i n p o r t ,  BLUE RIDGE MWR 
men p a r t y .  The p a r t y  was a  tremendous 
by many o f  t h e  crew as t h e  b e s t  s h i p s  

15 A p r i l  e n r o u t e  t o  A u s t r a l i a  
R e c e i v i n g  a  h e a r t y  welcome, 

on 2 1  A p r i l .  D u r i n g  t h e  s t a y  
s h i p  w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred 

F reman t le  on 24 A p r i l  e n r o u t e  
d r i l l s  as she s a i l e d  e a s t e r l y  

moored i n  Hobar t  on 1 May. 
a  v i s i t  s h i p  and r e c e i v e d  

r e c e p t i o n  f o r  l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s  
COMSEVENTHFLT. On 3  May, 
Sydney, A u s t r a l i a  c o n d u c t i n g  
RIDGE moored i n  Sydney h a r b o r  

h o s t e d  an o f f  s h i p  e n l i s t e d  
success and was p r o c l a i m e d  

p a r t y  i n  t h e i r  n a v a l  

Wh i le  e n r o u t e  Yokosuka, BLUE RIDGE embarked MTT phase I11 
p e r s o n n e l  and conducted d a i l y  ECC, g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  and man 
ove rboard  d r i l l s .  On 25 May BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Yokosuka 
r e c e i v i n g  a warm welcome f rom f a m i l y  nd f r i e n d s .  On 1 June, BLUE 
RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  a  l o c a l  oparea t o  onduct  OPPE. A f t e r  

expe r ience .  A l s o  d u r i n g  t h e  p o r t  v i s i t ,  COMSEVENTHFLT h o s t e d  a  
r e c e p t i o n  onboard w i t h  d i g n i t a r i e s  f rom Canada, Belg ium, Lebanon, 
N e t h e r l a n d s ,  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  Germany and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as 
w e l l  as t h e  Commander o f  A u s t r a l i a  M a r i t i m e  Fo rces  and v a r i o u s  
o t h e r  l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s  i n  a t tendance.  The HMAS P e r t h  was h o s t  
s h i p  w h i l e  i n p o r t  and i n v i t e d  t h e  BLUE RIDGE wardroom onboard f o r  a  
l uncheon  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  HMA P e r t h .  Genera l  v i s i t i n g  was 
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  d a i l y  w i  h  s e v e r a l  thousand v i s i t o r s  f r e c e i v i n g  a t o u r  o f  t h e  s h i p .  The Co manding O f f i c e r  o f  BLUE RIDGE 
was i n v o l v e d  i n  wrea th  l a y i n g  ceremonies i n  Newcast le ,  and i n  
Sydney t o  commemorate t h e  l o s s  o f  American and A u s t r a l i a n  s a i l o r s  
d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e s  o f  C o r a l  Sea. On 9 May, BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  
e n r o u t e  t o  B r i s b a n e  and a r r i v e d  on t h e  even ing  o f  10 May. Wh i le  
i n p o r t  B r i s b a n e ,  COMSEVENTHFLT h o s t e d  a  r e c e p t i o n  onboard w i t h  t h e  
Consuls  from t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom and I t a l y  and s e v e r a l  hundred 
d i g n i t a r i e s  and g u e s t s  i n  a t tendance.  On 14  May c o m p l e t i n g  C o r a l  
Sea Week f e s t i v i t i e s ,  BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  Yokosuka, Japan. 

c o m p l e t i n g  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  OPPE 
"above averagen i n  a l l  graded c a t e g o r i e s ,  
Yokosuka on 3  June where she s t a r t e d  
e n t i r e  E n l i s t e d  D i n i n g  F a c i l i t y  was 
t h e  E n l i s t e d  G a l l e y ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  
deck t h a t  i s  modern and e n j o y a b l e  t o  
S i s t e r s h i p  p i c n i c  f o r  JDS S h i r a n e  and 
on 4  J u l y  i n  Yokosuka p r o v i d i n g  an 
i n v o l v e d .  

a,nd r e c e i v i n g  a  s c o r e  o f  
BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  

5RA-18. D u r i n g  SRA-18, t h e  
c c m p l e t e l y  r e n o v a t e d  i n c l u d i n g  

e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  a  mess 
c i n e  i n .  The Annual  

BLUE RIDGE f a m i l i e s  was h e l d  
i n t e r c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l  



- On 11 J u l y ,  BLUE RIDGE, i n  compa 
t h e  annua l  S i s t e r s h i p  C r u i s e  e n r o u t e  
en rou te ,  BLUE RIDGE and S h i r a n e  condu 
e x e r c i s e s ,  m a n i l a  h i g h l i n e  t r a n s f e r ,  
d a i l y  persoinnel  h e l i c o p t e r  t r a n s f e r s .  
S h i r a n e  moolred on 20 J u l y  i n  O ta ru ,  ti 
t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  BLUE RIDGE and t h  
downtown fo l r  a  r e c e p t i o n  h o s t e d  by t h  
h o s t e d  a  r e c e p t i o n  onboard i n  s u p p o r t  
l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s  and gues ts .  On 23 
s e t  s a i l  f o l r  Ma izu ru ,  Honshu, Japan, 
Ma izuru ,  BLUE RIDGE h o s t e d  a  r e c e p t i o  
l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s .  A l s o  w h i l e  i n p o r t  
were hosted1 t o  a  Japanese s t y l e  p a r t y  
S h i r a n e  wh ich  was one o f  many h i g h l i g  
The a n n u a l  S i s t e r s h i p  C r u i s e  was an o  
on 27 J u l y  when BLUE RIDGE and S h i r a n  
BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  Sasebo, Japan 

D e p a r t i n g  Sasebo on 30 J u l y ,  BLU 
a r r i v i n g  on 3  August f o r  what was t o  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  schedu led  p o r t  v i s i t  
schedu le  wa~s changed a b r u p t l y  on 12 A 
deployment  o r d e r s  t o  g e t  underway whe 
O p e r a t i o n  Clesert S h i e l d .  BLUE RIDGE 
round  t h e  c : lock ,  l o a d  o u t  i n  p r e p a r a t  
August BLUE: RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  t h e  Pe 
Bay, P h i l i p p i n e s  on 18 August f o r  a  b  
comple te  some needed r e p a i r s .  BLUE R 
August.  Wh i le  e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  P e r s i a n  
e x t e n s i v e  E:CC, g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  and C 
p o t e n t i a l  h o s t i l i t i e s  w i t h  I r a q .  On 
i n  h e r  h i s t o r y ,  BLUE RIDGE e n t e r e d  t h  
September i .n Manama, Bahra in ,  where s  
f o r  Commander, U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Nava l  Fo 
V i c e  A d m i r a l  Mauz commanding. 

On 1 September, t h e  USS Barbey, 
Upon B a r b e y ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  BLUE RIDGE s 
o t h e r  naval. u n i t s  a l o n g s i d e .  On 2  Se 
v i s i t e d  by v a r i o u s  members o f  Congres 
They i n c l u d e d  Don Mur tha  (D-PA), Norm 
(D-NC), Les Auco in  (D-OR), J u l i a n  D i x  
WV), Joe Mc:Dade (R-PA), Chance M i l l e ~  
Bob L i v i n g s t o n  (R-LA), B i l l  Lowery ( R  
COMUSNAVCENT h o s t e d  a  r e c e p t i o n  onboa 
v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from 
t h e  ambassadors f rom t h e  I s l a m i c   rep^ 
U n i t e d  Kingdom, Arab R e p u b l i c  o f  E g y ~  
Kuwa i t ,  t h e  Commander f o r  B a h r a i n  Def 
f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  Germany a 
g e n e r a l  frorn Turkey,  c o n s u l a r  agen ts  
t h e  Netherlands, Spa in ,  P o r t u g a l  and 

I w i t h  JDS Sh i rane ,  began 
I Otaru ,  Japan. Wh i le  
:ed t a c t i c a l  maneuver ing 
~ m m u n i c a t i o n s  t r a i n i n g  and 
BLUE RIDGE a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

t ka ido ,  Japan. Whi le  i n p o r t ,  
JDS S h i r a n e  were i n v i t e d  
c i t y  o f  O ta ru .  BLUE RIDGE 

) f  COMSEVENTHFLT, i n v i t i n g  
~ l y ,  BLUE RIDGE and S h i r a n e  
l o r i n g  on 25 J u l y .  I n p o r t  
onboard i n v i t i n g  numerous 

l a i z u r u ,  e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  
and f e a s t  onboard t h e  JDS 
:s d u r i n g  t h e  p o r t  v i s i t .  
: s tand ing  success and ended 
d e p a r t e d  Ma izu ru .  

a r r i v i n g  on 28 J u l y .  

RIDGE s e t  s a i l  f o r  Yokosuka 
2 a  b r i e f  upkeep i n  
I V l a d i v o s t o k ,  USSR. The 
j u s t  when BLUE RIDGE r e c e i v e d  
ready  f o r  sea i n  s u p p o r t  o f  

a i l o r s  conducted  a  massive,  
I n  f o r  t h e  deployment .  On 14 
; ian  G u l f ,  a r r i v i n g  i n  Sub ic  
i e f  s t o p  t o  on load  s t o r e s  and 
IGE d e p a r t e d  Sub ic  Bay on 20 
; u l f ,  BLUE RIDGE conducted 
3 t r a i n i n g  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
  gust 31, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
P e r s i a n  G u l f  and moored on 1 

? assumed d u t i e s  as f l a g s h i p  
2es C e n t r a l  Command, w i t h  

3ored o u t b o a r d  t h e  f l a g s h i p .  
, c e s s f u l l y  s u p p o r t e d  numerous 
tember, BLUE RIDGE was 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  v a r i o u s  s t a t e s .  
i D i c k s  (D-WA), B i l l  He fne r  
i (D-CA), A lan  Mo l l ohan  (D- 
(R-OH), B i l l  Young (R-FL), 
:A). On 9 September, 
3 BLUE RIDGE which  i n c l u d e d  
z leven  a l l i e d  n a v a l  f o r c e s ,  
l i c  o f  P a k i s t a n ,  France,  
, Kingdom o f  Saud i  A rab ia ,  
7se Forces ,  Charge d t A f f a i r e s  
3 S u l t a n  o f  Oman, c o n s u l a r  
rom Greece, Denmark, Belg ium, 
srway. On 13 September, 



Genera l  C o l i n  P o w e l l ,  Chairman, J o i n t  C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f  a r r i v e d  
onboard. On 14  September, Genera l  P o w e l l  met w i t h  crew members and 
p r e s e n t e d  a~wards. A u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  r e c e i v e  Imminent  Danger Pay was 
implemented on 19 September. On 24 S  ptember,  Genera l  Gray, 
Commandant o f  t h e  Mar ine  Corps, a r r i v  d  onboard t o  address  t h e  
crew. On 25 September a  S p e c i a l  A s s i  t a n t  t o  D i r e c t o r  and J o i n t  
S t a f f  Assessment Team a r r i v e d  onboard f o r  f l a g  l e v e l  meet ings  w i t h  
COMUSNAVCENT. 

BLUE RIDGE s e t  s a i l  on 15 Octobe f o r  Dubai ,  U n i t e d  Arab 
Emi ra tes ,  a ~ r r i v i n g  on 16 October .  Du i n g  t h e  p o r t  v i s i t ,  t h e  
BLUE RIDGE wardroom was h o s t e d  by M r .  Y .  Poupon, Genera l  Manager o f  
t h e  Duba i  I n t e r - C o n t i n e n t a l  H o t e l ,  f o  a  l uncheon  i n  t h e  h o t e l .  
BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  Duba i  on 2 1  Octob r and r e t u r n e d  t o  Manama, 
B a h r a i n  on 22 October .  1 

On 5 November t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t e  Navy, t h e  Honorab le  M r .  
Lawrence H. G a r r e t t  111, a r r i v e d  onbo r d  f o r  f l a g  l e v e l  meet ings  
w i t h  COMUSNAVCENT. 

On 15 November t h e  Ch ie f  o f  Nava O p e r a t i o n s ,  A d m i r a l  C. 
T r o s t ,  a r r i v e d  onboard f o r  f l a g  l e v e l  mee t ings  w i t h  COMUSNAVCENT. 
On 16 November, p r i o r  t o  d e p a r t i n g ,  t 1 e  CNO addressed t h e  crew o f  
BLUE RIDGE. On 22 November, T h a n k s g i v i n g  Day, an e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
t r o u p e  l e d  by M a r i e  Osmond v i s i t e d  t h e  crew and d i n e d  i n  t h e  
wardroom. On 23 November, BLUE RIDGE h o s t e d  t h e  American 
t e l e v i s i o n  program "Good Morn ing  Amer icaw onboard w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  
f rom a l l  s h i p s  p r e s e n t  i n  B a h r a i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  On 25 November, 
comedian Jay Leno and w i f e  c rossed  o v e r  t o  t h e  USS Iwo J ima f o r  an 
a l l  hands show. B o t h  "Good Morn ing  Americau and t h e  Jay Leno show 
were p o s i t i v e  m o r a l  b o o s t e r s  and t h e  crew en joyed  themselves.  On 1 
December, V i c e  A d m i r a l  S.R. A r t h u r  r e l i e v e d  V i c e  A d m i r a l  H. Mauz as 
Commander U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Nava l  Fo rces  C e n t r a l  Command, d u r i n g  a  
change o f  c:ommand ceremony onboard BLUE RIDGE. Genera l  H. Norman 
Schwar tzkop f ,  USA, Commander-in-Chief C e n t r a l  Command was gues t  

On 8 November, BLUE 'RIDGE s e t  s a j l  f o r  Abu Dhabi ,  U n i t e d  Arab 
Emi ra tes .  Wh i le  e n r o u t e  t o  Abu Dhabi ,  
un rep  w i t h  HMCS P r o t e c t u e r .  BLUE R I D  
November. Wh i le  i n p o r t  Abu Dhab i  BLUE 
onboard h o s t e d  by COMUSNAVCENT. A t t e r d e s s  
from: Saud i  A rab ia ,  U n i t e d  Kingdom, 
R e p u b l i c  o f  Germany, Belg ium, Egypt ,  
A l s o  i n  at tendance were v a r i o u s  m i 1 i t a . r ~  
U n i t e d  Arab Emi ra tes ,  France,  I t a l y ,  
S t a t e s .  BL.UE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  Abu Dhab i  
B a h r a i n .  Wh i le  e n r o u t e  t o  B a h r a i n ,  
f rom t h e  HMS C a t t i s t o c k ,  who had f a l l e n  
hou rs  p r i o r  t o  r e c o v e r y .  The man was 
about  BLUE RIDGE n o t  h a v i n g  any beer  
Manama, B a h r a i n  on 14  November. 

BLUE RIDGE conducted  an 
E  moored i n  Abu Dhab i  on 10 

RIDGE h e l d  a  r e c e p t i o n  
i n c l u d e d  ambassadors 

France,  I t a l y ,  Spain,  F e d e r a l  
l a p a n  and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom 
L n i t e d  Kingdom and t h e  U n i t e d  

on 13  November f o r  Manama, 
BL.UE RIDGE rescued  a  s a i l o r  

ove rboard  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  22 
i n  good h e a l t h  and j o k e d  

cnboard.  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  



speaker .  On 13 December Sena to rs  Ted (D-AK) and D a n i e l  
I n o u y e  (0 -H I )  a r r i v e d  anbaord f o r  d i s  w i t h  VADM A r t h u r  and 
t o  address  t h e  crew. 

On 29 December, BLUE RIDGE depar  ed Manama, B a h r a i n  e n r o u t e  t o  
Dubai ,  U n i t e d  Arab Emi ra tes .  Moor ing  on 30 December, BLUE RIDGE 
crew members c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  new year  n p o r t  Dubai .  


