
DEPARTMENT F THE NAVY . 

J COMMANDIN 'E OFFICER 

u r  BLUE RIDFE (LCC IS) 

FPO SAN FRANC1 CO SBBPI-5300 T IN ncmr RLCCI) TO 

5750 
I Ser 30/11g 

17 Feb 89 
From: Commanding O f f i c e r  , USS BLUEJ RIDGE (LCC-19) 
To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Nava l  H i s t o r y  (0 -09BH), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, DC 20374-0571 7 
Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAVINST H ~ P O R T  5750-1) 

Re f :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.120 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a  , t h e  f o l l o w i n g  command 
h i s t o r y  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 January  19  8 t h r o u g h  3 1  December 1988 i s  
submi t tec i :  

a. Command O r g a n i z a t i o n :  cornhanding O f f i c e r :  M i c h a e l  0. 
B a r k e r  f rom 1 December 1987 t o  p r e s d n t .  

b. Summary o f  o p e r a t i o n s :  BL!UE RIDGE, i n  h e r  r o l e  as 
F l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander SEVENTH F l e e  , c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  new y e a r  o f  
1988 i n  h ~ e r  homeport  o f  Yokosuka, J pan by f i r i n g  a 21-gun 
s a l u t e .  On 1 3  January ,  BLUE RIDGE d o t  underway f o r  sea t r i a l s ,  
t o  t e s t  work comple ted  d u r i n g  S e l e c  ed R e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y  
(SRA) 13. When sea t r i a l s  were com l e t e d  on 1 5  January,  BLUE 
RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  Yokosuka. A f t e r  d o m p l e t i o n  o f  SRA 13  on 27 
January,  BLUE RIOGE d e p a r t e d  f o r  S b i c  Bay, R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  Wh i le  e n r o u t e  t h e  s h i j  conducted  v a r i o u s  
E n g i n e e r i n g  C a s u a l t y  C o n t r o l  d r i l l s  a n d  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  crew a t  
Genera l  Q u a r t e r s .  BLUE RIDGE c a l l e d  a t  Sub ic  Bay on 1 F e b r u a r y  
t o  embark Commander, Land ing  Force ,  ISEVENTH F l e e t .  F o l l o w i n g  a 
s i x - d a y  p o r t  v i s i t  BLUE RIDGE s a i l e d  f o r  S ingapore .  A r r i v i n g  on 
10 Februa ry ,  t h e  s h i p  comple ted  a f i v e  day p r o t o c o l  v i s i t  and 
s a i l e d  f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa. ~ h b r e  BLUE RIOGE embarked 
Commander, Amphib ious Force ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  o n  2 1  Februa ry .  BLUE 
RIDGE was underway t h a t  same a f t e r n o b n  t o  conduc t  Team S p i r i t  
Command P o s t  E x e r c i s e  '88.  On 22 Feprua ry ,  t h e  Honorab le  
W i l l i a m  B a l l ,  Under S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Navy, v i s i t e d  BLUE RIDGE 
w h i l e  she was a t  sea. BLUE RIDGE r e L u r n e d  t o  Buckner Bay t h e  
same day ' to  debark  Commander, L a n d i n  Fo rce ,  SEVENTH F l e e t .  
S a i l i n g  a g a i n  a few hours  l a t e r ,  BLU RIDGE headed f o r  h e r  
homeport  o f  Yokosuka and a r r i v e d  on 6 Februa ry .  On 28" feb rua ry  
BLUE RIDGE commenced a s u c c e s s f u l  n i  e-day Combat Systems 
Readiness T e s t  (CSRT). Upon comp le t  ! on o f  t h e  CSRT on 7 March, 
BLUE RIDGE conducted  an O p e r a t i o n a l  i b r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  E x a m i n a t i o n  
wh ich  ended on 9 March. D u r i n g  t h e  ubsequent  f i v e - d a y  homeport  
v i s i t  BLUE RIDGE was v i s i t e d  by t h e  x o n o r a b l e  F rank  C a r l u c c i ,  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense, on 11 March. n 1 4  March BLUE RIDGE 
d e p a r t e d  f o r  Buckner Bay, Okinawa, a r i v i n g  on 16  March t o  embark 
Commander, L a n d i n g  Fo rce ,  SEVENTH ~ l e e t  and Commander, Amphibious 
Fo rce ,  SEVENTH F l e e t .  The f o l l o w i n g  day BLUE RIDGE s a i l e d  t o  
Pohang, Korea, embark ing TACRON 11 od 2 1  Harzh.  Wh i le  i n p o r t  
Pohang on 22 March BLUE RIDGE a l s o  ondueted a t r o o p  on load.  
A f t e r  a two-day p o r t  v i s i t  BLUE RIDG was underway e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  
Tok Sok R 1  and Ha Sa R i  Sea Eche lon  Areas. A r r i v i n g  on 27 March, 
BLUE RIDGE p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Team S p i r  t 88, a ma jo r  combined t amphib ious e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  navy o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  Korea. 
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On 4  A p r i l  BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  t h e  larea f o r  Pusan, Korea  and 
a r r i v e d  on 5  A p r i l .  Upon c o m p l e t i o l n  o f  a  two-day p o r t  v i s i t ,  
BLUE RIDGE g o t  underway f o r  ~ u c k n e r l  Bay, Okinawa. A f t e r  
d e b a r k i n g  Commander, L a n d i n g  Force , l  SEVENTH F l e e t  and Commander, 
Amph ib ious  F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f s  on 9 A p r i l ,  BLUE 
RIDGE a g a i n  headed f o r  h e r  homepor t l  o f  Yokosuka, Japan, a r r i v i n g  
on  11 A p r i l .  BLUE RIDGE was i n p o r t  Yokosuka u n t i l  11 May. 
D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  BLUE RIDGE h o s t e d i t h e  F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  SEVENTH 
F l e e t  S c h e d u l i n g  Conference f r o m  2 7 l t h r o u g h  29 A p r i l .  On 11 May 
BLUE RIDGE became t h e  f i r s t  Amer ican  w a r s h i p  t o  v i s i t  Tokyo i n  
o v e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  A r e c e p t i o n  f o r l J a p a n e s e  c i v i l i a n  and 
M a r i t i m e  S e l f - D e f e n s e  F o r c e  o f f i c i a l s  was h e l d  onboard.  The n e x t  
morn ing ,  BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  Yokbsuka f o r  one day, 13  May, 
a f t e r  w h i c h  BLUE RIDGE s a i l e d  f o r  Bqckner  Bay, Okinawa, a r r i v i n g  
on 1 5  May. BLUE RIDGE s t a y e d  f o r  one day t o  embark Commander, 
L a n d i n g  F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  and Commander, Amph ib ious  Fo rce ,  
SEVENTH F l e e t  and t h e i r  s t a f f s .  W h i l e  e n r o u t e  t o  Sub i c  Bay, 
R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  BLUE RiDGE p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  l i v e  f i r i n g  e x e r c i s e  o f  0 th  o f  h e r  CIWS guns and a  
s u c c e s s f u l  m i s s i l e  war s h o t  f rom a  PDMS Launcher .  A r r i v i n g  i n  
S u b i c  Bay on  19 May, BLUE RIDGE remq ined  i n p o r t  f o r  f i v e - d a y s  and 
embarked n ine-midsh ipmen,  d e p a r t i n g  o n  24 May f o r  Hong Kong. 
Underway f o r  two-days,  BLUE RIDGE p u l l l e d  i n t o  Hong Kong on  26 May 
f o r  a  f o u r - d a y  p r o t o c o l  v i s i t .  Leavl ing Hong Kong on 30 May, BLUE 
RIDGE headed f o r  Buckner  Bay, Okinawa, a r r i v i n g  on 2  June. A f t e r  
a  s h o r t  s t a y  t o  deba rk  Commander, L a p d i n g  F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  
and Commander, Amph ib ious  F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  and t h e i r  s t a f f s ,  
BLUE RIDGE s a i l e d  f o r  home and a r r i v p d  i n  ~ o k o s u k a  on 4  June. 
D u r i n g  an  i n p o r t  p e r i o d  f rom 4  June Fo 3  August ,  BLUE RIDGE 
c o n d u c t e d  SRA 15. On 19  June t h e  n i p e  midshipmen debarked  BLUE 
RIDGE. BLUE RIDGE f i r e d  a  21-gun s a  u t e  i n  hono r  o f  Independence 
Day on  4 J u l y .  On 11 J u l y  BLUE R I D G  commenced t h e  U l c h i  Focus 
Lens e x e r c i s e  w h i c h  l a s t e d  u n t i l  22 q u l y .  On 1 9  J u l y  n i n e  new 
midshipmen embarked and o n  25 J u l y ,  h r e e  midshipmen and one 
e s c o r t  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Japanese M a r i t  4 me S e l f - D e f e n s e  F o r c e  
embarked BLUE RIDGE. On 3 1  J u l y  a l l  work was comp le ted  f o r  SRA 
1 4  and on  3  August  BLUE RIDGE l e f t  ~ d k o s u k a  e n r o u t e  t o  Sasebo, 
Japan. BLUE RIDGE was i n p o r t  S a s e b o f r o m  5  August  t o  8 August.  
Then BLUE RIDGE was underway f r o m  S a ~ e b o  w i t h  JDS KURAMA f o r  an  
a n n u a l  JMSDF/USN S i s t e r s h i p  C r u i s e .  W h i l e  e n r o u t e  t o  Kure ,  Japan 
b o t h  s h i p s  e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  c rews a t  G e n e r a l  Q u a r t e r s  and d i d  l e a p  
f r o g  e x e r c i s e s .  BLUE RIDGE, a l o n g  wilth JDS KURAMA, c a l l e d  a t  
Ku re ,  Japan on 1 0  August  f o r  a  two-daly p r o t o c o l  v i s i t .  On 1 2  
Augus t ,  BLUE RIDGE d e p a r t e d  Kure ,  Japlan and headed f o r  Yokosuka. 
A f t e r  d e b a r k i n g  t h e  midshipmen,  BLUE RIDGE g o t  underway on  29 
August  f o r  I n t e r i m  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g r  R e t u r n i n g  t o  Yokosuka on 
2  September,  BLUE RIDGE s t a y e d  i n p o r t  f o r  f o u r  days,  t h e n  g o t  
underway a g a i n  on 6 September t o  f i n i p h  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g .  
A f t e r  s t a y l n g  underway f o r  three-days conducting v a r i o u s  d r i l l s  
and e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  c rew  a t  G e n e r a l  Qu r t e r s ,  BLUE RIDGE e n t e r e d  
Yokosuka o n  9 September,  s t a y i n g  i n p o  t f o r  a  10-day upkeep 
p e r i o d  and t o  h o l d  t h e  T h i r d  
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Q u a r t e r  SEVENTH F l e e t  S c h e d u l i n g  C n f e r e n c e .  BLUE RIDGE t h e n  g o t  ? underway, on 19 September,  f o r  S u b i c  Bay, a r r i v i n g  on 24 
September.  BLUE RIDGE was i n p o r t  f o r  f o u r  days, s a i l i n g  a g a i n  on 
28 September f o r  Phuke t ,  T h a i l a n d ,  a n c h o r i n g  i n  Pa tong  Bay. 
Weigh ing  anchor  on 7  Oc tobe r ,  BLUE RIDGE ancho red  a g a i n  i n  
Penang, M a l a y s i a  on  8 Octobe r  and d t a y e d  u n t i l  11 O c t o b e r .  BLUE 
RIDGE steamed o v e r n i g h t  and e n t e r e d  S i n g a p o r e  H a r b o r  on  1 2  
Oc tobe r  f o r  a  f o u r - d a y  p r o t o c o l  v i s l i t .  Commander, Amphib ious 
Fo rce ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  and h i s  s t a f f  embarked d u r i n g  t h i s  i n p o r t  
p e r i o d .  L e a v i n g  t h e  p o r t  o f  S i n g a p o r e  on  1 6  Oc tobe r ,  BLUE RIDGE 
s a i l e d  f o r  J a k a r t a ,  I n d o n e s i a .  On 17  Oc tobe r ,  Commander, L a n d i n g  
F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t  embarked BLUE ~ I D G E ,  wh i ch  t h e n  made t h e  
p o r t  o f  J a k a r t a  on 1 8  O c t o b e r  f o r  a t h r e e - d a y  p r o t o c o l  v i s i t .  
BLUE RIDGE was underway f r o m  ~ a k a r t h ,  I n d o n e s i a  on 2 1  Oc tobe r  and 
headed f o r  Buckner  Bay, Okinawa. 0p 2 1  Oc tobe r ,  w h i l e  underway, 
BLUE RIDGE h e l d  a  Change o f  CommandCeremony f o r  Commander 
SEVENTH F l e e t .  A t  1530, VADM P a u l  . M i l l e r  was r e l i e v e d  by  VADM 
Henry H. MAUZ, J r .  On 25 Octobe r ,  FLUE RIDGE conduc ted  a 24-hour 
s e a r c h  and r e s c u e  m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  c  ew o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  merchant  
s h i p  "JET ANN 5." BLUE RIDGE r e s c u e i  f i v e  s u r v i v o r s ,  who were 
b r o u g h t  onboard  f o r  emergency medic  1 a t t e n t i o n .  On 27 Oc tobe r ,  
t h e  f i v e  s u r v i v o r s  were f l o w n  by  he  f o  t o  L e y t e  I s l a n d ,  R e p u b l i c  
o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and t u r n e d  o v e r l t o  t h e  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  
f u r t h e r  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n .  BLUE RIDGE t h e n  p roceeded  on  w i t h  h e r  
m i s s i o n ,  p u l l i n g  i n t o  Buckner  Bay, qk inawa on 29 Oc tobe r  f o r  a  
one-day t r o o p  on load .  S t a y i n g  i n p o q t  o v e r n i g h t ,  BLUE RIDGE g o t  
underway t h e  f o l l o w i n g  eaded f o r  Pohang, Korea.  On 
3 1  October ,  TACRON 1 2  and Squadron THREE and t h e i r  
s t a f f s  embarked on BLUE November, BLUE RIDGE 
ancho red  i n  Pohang, Korea .  ember, BLUE RIDGE was 
underway f o r  t h e  Tok Sok R i  Sea Echellon Area  t o  c o n d u c t  E x e r c i s e  
V a l i a n t  B l i t z  88. On 7  November, Colmmander, L a n d i n g  F o r c e ,  
SEVENTH F l e e t ,  Commander, Amphibious1 F o r c e ,  SEVENTH F l e e t ,  TACRON 
12,  Amphib ious Squadron Three  and t h l e i r  s t a f f s  deba rked  by  h e l o .  
On 8 November, BLUE RIDGE steamed ag  i n  f o r  h e r  homepor t  o f  
Yokosuka and a r r i v e d  home on 11 Nove b e r .  On 1 6  November BLUE 
RIDGE was underway f o r  two-days t o  c I n d u c t  a  s u c c e s s f u l  
O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  Re-ExamYnation. M o o r i n g  a g a i n  i n  
Yokosuka on 1 8  November, BLUE RIDGE bommenced SRA 1 5  wh ich  
c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  yea r .  


