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1. I n  accordance  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  i a )  , t h e  fo l l owing  command h i s t o r y  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 J a n u a r y  1987 thrgugh 31 December 1987 is 
submit ted:  

a. Comaand Organiza t ion :  Codmanding O f f i c e r :  Cap t a in  John  H. 
H a i d t  F r m  19 November 1985 to  30 )November 1987. C a p t a i n  Michael  
D. Barker  from 1 December 1987 t o  p re sen t .  

I 

b. Swarnary of  Opera t ions :  BLUE RIDGE began t h e  N e w  Year i n  
he r  homeport of Yokosuka, J apan ,  f l in i sh ing  up a S e l e c t e d  R e s t r i c t e d  
A v a i l a b i l i t y .  The SEVENTH F l e e t  s chedu l ing  con fe r ence  f o r  t h e  
Second (Qua r t e r  of F i s c a l  Year '88 was he ld  onboard BLUE RIDGE from 
20 to  22  J anua ry .  BLUE RIDGE g o t  underway on 11 February  e n r o u t e  
Sub ic  Bay, Republ ic  of t h e  ~ h i l i ~ ~ l i n e s .  The s h i p  conducted v a r i o u s  
Enginee.r ing C a s u a l t y  C o n t r o l  D r i l l s  and gun s h o o t s  a s  t r a i n i n g  
e x e r c i s e s  before a r r i v i n g  a t  ~ u b i c  Bay on 16  February  to  embark 
Comander ,  Landing F o r c e  SEVENTH P Fol lowing t h e  p o r t  v i s i t ,  
BLUE RIDGE was underway on 23 Febr  e n r o u t e  Buckner Bay, 
Okinawa, Japan .  Commander, Naval u r f a c e  Group Western P a c i f i c  
conducted a n a v i g a t i o n  check r i d e  t h i l e  d e p a r t i n g  Sub ic  Bay and t h e  
s h i p  ditP Eng inee r ing  C a s u a l t y  Cont 01 D r i l l s  b e f o r e  mooring a t  
Buckner Bay on 26 February  to  emba k Commander, Amphibious Fo rce  
SBVBNTIT F l e e t .  The s h i p  was underpay t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n  to  anchor 
f o r  t h e  T W  SPIRIT '87  Command Po  t Exe rc i s e .  BLUE RIDGE weighed 
anchor on t h e  morning o f  1 March a r d  r e t u r n e d  t o  Buckner Bay to  
disembark Commander, Landing Force SEVENTH F l e e t  and Commander, 
Amphibious Fo rce  SEVENTH F l e e t .  T e s h i p  g o t  underway t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n  e n r o u t e  t o  Yokosuka, J a  an  and moored a t  Yokosuka on 4 
March to commence a s h o r t  upkeep pqr iod .  On 16 March, BLUE RIDGE 
was underway e n r o u t e  anchorage A-1 for an ammunition onload and 
weighed anchor  s e v e r a l  hou r s  l a t e r f e n r o u t e  e x e r c i s e  TEAM SPIRIT 
'87.  T h ~ e  crew was e x e r c i s e d  a t  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  and conducted 
v a r i o u s  gunnery and weapons e x e r c i d e s  b e f o r e  mooring a t  Buckner Bay 
on 19  Ma.rch to  embark Commander, A p h i b i o u s  Fo rce  SEVENTH F l e e t  and 
t h e  N I N T H  Marine Amphibious Brigad?. The s h i p  j o ined  t h e  
Amphibio~us Task Fo rce  on 20 March qn rou t e  t o  Orawan f o r  an  
amphibious r e h e a r s a l .  On 2 1  March t h e  Amphibious Task Force  
rendezvoused w i t h  t h e  USS RANGER B q t t l e  Group and t h e  Republ ic  of 
Korea Naval f o r c e s .  During t h e  t r d n s i t  to  Pohang, Korea, BLUE 
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RIDGE conduc ted  a n  underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS MISPILLION 
(TAO-105) and moored on  2 1  March / i n  Pohang f o r  a t r o o p  o n l o a d .  The 
amphibious  t a s k  force d e p a r t e d  Pohang on  26 March and o p e r a t e d  n e a r  
T o k  Sok R i  and H a  S a  R i .  On 28  arch, t h e  s h i p  conduc ted  a n  
underway r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  U S N S    IS PILLION and a n o t h e r  on  5 A p r i l  
for  stores w i t h  USS NIAGARA FALLS (AFS-3). The s h i p  anchored  
s e v e r a l  times off  t h e  c o a s t  of ~ o k  S o k  R i  and c o n d u c t e d  numerous,  
f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  anchor  and u derway. E x e r c i s e  TEAM SPIRIT 87  
ended on  7 A p r i l  and BLUE RIDGE m k o r e d  i n  Pusan ,  Korea to  o f f  l o a d  
p e r s o n n e l .  Dur ing  t h e  t h r e e  day  i n p o r t  p e r i o d ,  a c i v i c  a c t i o n  
project for a local o rphanage  w a s h e l d  by v o l u n t e e r s  from t h e  s h i p .  
The  sh l -p  was underway a g a i n  f o r  ~ h c k n e r  Bay o n  1 0  A p r i l  to 
d i sembark  Commander, Amphibious F b r c e s  SEVENTH F l e e t  and Commander, 
Landing  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t .  ~ n ~ i n e e r i n ~  C a s u a l t y  C o n t r o l  d r i l l s  
were conduc ted  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t 1  BLUE RIDGE moored a t  Buckner  
Bay on  1 2  A p r i l  and was underway 8or Yokosuka, J a p a n  t h e  same 
a f t e r n o o n .  The crew was e x e r c i s e d  a t  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  a t  v a r i o u s  
times dluring t h e  t r a n s i t .  BLUE RIIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Yokosuka on  1 5  
A p r i l  and commenced t h e  second upldeep p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  The 
SEVENTH F l e e t  S c h e d u l i n g  Confe renoe  f o r  T h i r d  Q u a r t e r  F i s c a l  Year 
' 8 7  was h e l d  onboard  s h i p  from 22 ( t o  24 A p r i l .  The s h i p  t h e n  g o t  
underway on  30 A p r i l  f o r  one  day  qf  e n g i n e e r i n g  d r i l l s .  The  Master 
C h i e f  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Navy v i ~ s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on  5 May and h e l d  
a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  crew on  t h e  p a i n  deck  c o n c e r n i n g  Navy 
p o l i c i e s .  Fo l lowing  a s u c c e s s f u l  upkeep,  BLUE RIDGE g o t  underway 
o n  9 May f o r  S u b i c  Bay. Dur ing  t h p  t r a n s i t ,  t h e  s h i p  conduc ted  
e n g i n e e r i n g  c a s u a l t y  c o n t r o l  d r i l l $  and e x e r c i s e d  t h e  crew a t  
g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s .  BLUE RIDGE moorpd i n  S u b i c  Bay o n  1 3  May b e f o r e  
g e t t i n g  underway on  14  May f o r  Pa tFaya  Beach,  T h a i l a n d .  G e n e r a l  
Q u a r t e r s  d r i l l s  were conduc ted  durhng t h e  t r a n s i t .  The  s h i p  
anchored  a t  P a t t a y a  Beach on 1 7  May. Commander, SEVENTH ~ l e e t  
S t a f f  h e l d  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  Royal  Th i Navy on  1 9  May and Commander, 
SEVENTH Fleet h o s t e d  a r e c e p t i o n  aFoard  s h i p  f o r  t h e  Commander of 
t h e  Royal  T h a i  Navy. BLUE RIDGE w i g h e d  anchor  t h e  morning of 22 f May e n r o u t e  Hong Kong, B r i t i s h  C r o  n C o l o n i e s .  The Commanding 
O f f i c e r  h e l d  a n  a l l  hands  p e r s o n n e  i n s p e c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t .  
The s h i p  r e n d e r e d  a n a t i o n a l  2 1  gu s a l u t e  on  27 May and t h e  s h i p  
moored a t  HMAS TAMAR. On 28 May, qommander , SEVENTH F l e e t  h o s t e d  a 
r e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  Governor  o f  Hong Kong. A f t e r  a s i x  day  p r o t o c o l  
v i s i t ,  BLUE RIDGE commenced a t r a n d i t  n o r t h  t o  S a s e b o ,  J a p a n  t o  
embark t h e  dependen t  s o n s  and male of  crew members f o r  a 
T i g e r  C r u i s e .  The s h i p  moored a t  on  3 J u n e ,  embarked t h e  
g u e s t s ,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  Yokosuka t o  commence a S e l e c t e d  
R e s t r i c t e d  A v a i l a b i l i t y .  S u r f a c e  Wes te rn  p a c i f i c  
embarked upon a r r i v a l  t o  c o n d u c t  a s u c c e s s f u l  Command ~ n s p e c t i o n .  
The s h i p  f i r e d  a 2 1  gun s a l u t e  i n  Nonor of Independence  Day on  4 
J u l y .  V i c e  Admira l  T a k a s a k i ,  V i c e  h d m i r a l  Ter ia  and V i c e  ~ d m i r a l  
Matsumoto o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  Maritime 6 e l f  Defense  F o r c e s  v i s i t e d  BLUE 
RIDGE on  1 3  J u l  . The S e c r e t a r y  of1 t h e  Navy, t h e    on or able James 
Webb, J r . ,  v i s i  r ed  t h e  s h i p  o n  1 5  J u l y .  The s h i p  conduc ted  
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a one day dependent's cruise on 1 August. BLUE RIDGE departed 
Yokosuka on 3 August enroute ~nchbn, Korea. Engineering Casualty 
Control drills and General Quarte s drills were conducted in 
transit. ~ f t e r  ship sponsored a Civic 
Action project in Inchon. Following the 
port visit, BLUE RIDGE on 10 August enroute 
Yokosuka. Several sets Casualty Control drills and 
a CIWS shot were ship moored at Yokosuka 
on 13 August for during which the ULCHI 
FOCUS L,ENG command post exercise &as conducted. A personnel 
exchange was conducted between B L ~ E  RIDGE and JDS SHIRANE (DDH- 
143) i n  preparation for the annua4 USN/JMSDF sistership cruise. 
Both ships got underway on the afternoon of 1 September enroute 
Hachino'he, Japan. During the two day transit, personnel exchange 
highline, Anti-aircraft Warfare ~ e ( ~ o r t i n ~ ,  Anti-submarine Warfare, 
Flag Hoist and Leap Frog drills wgre conducted, as well as helo 
cross deck landings by USN and JMSIDF helicopters. Both ships 
moored in Hachinohe on 3 September1 for a two day protocol visit. 
During the inport period, a receptlion was held on JDS SHIRANE 
(DDH-143) by Commander, Fleet Escolrt Force. On 5 September the 
cruise continued with the ships copducting exercises enroute 
Maizuru, Japan. The ships moored on 7 September at Maizuru for a 
three day protocol port visit. Duping the inport period, JDS 
SHIRANE hosted a party for the crey of BLUE RIDGE. Both ships 
departed Maizuru on independent operations on 10 September. BLUE 
RIDGE moored at Yokosuka on 13 Sepfember for another upkeep period 
and commenced her final trip of the year on 28 September by 
getting underway for Buckner Bay. (General Quarters and CIWS 
firing exercises were conducted prjor to entering port on 30 
September to embark Commander, Amphibious Force SEVENTH Fleet. 
BLUE RIDGE was underway two hours later to conduct an air tracking 
event while transiting South enroutre Subic Bay. Engineering 
Casualty Control drills, CIWS and 3"50 firings, and a missle shoot 
were held before the ship moored 09 5 October. Commander, SEVENTH 
Fleet held the scheduling conferenae for the First Quarter of 
Fiscal Year ' 88  onboard from 7 to 4 September. BLUE RIDGE was 
underway on 10 October and conducted a full power trial and a 
boiler flex test. On 12 October, ~ L U E  RIDGE moored in Hong Kong 
for a five day protocol port visit.( BLUE RIDGE was underway again 
on 17 October enroute Buckner Bay alnd moored on 20 October to 
embark Commander, Landing Force SEV~NTH Fleet for exercise VALIANT 
BLITZ '87. BLUE RIDGE rendezvousedl with the Amphibious Task Force 
on 21 October for transit exercises1 enroute Pohang, Korea. On 24 
October, the ship moored at Pohang ko embark troops. BLUE RIDGE 
and the Amphibious Task Force deparked Pohang on 27 October, 
enroute Ha Sa Ri for an amphibious kehearsal which was followed by 
the ship anchoring at Tok Sok Ri o n  31 October to conduct air 
operations and anti-aircraft warfarb exercises. On 3 November, 
the ship weighed anchor and conduct d underway replenishments with 
U s ~ s  NAVASOTA (TAO-146) and USNS HA EAKALA (AE-25) . The ship 
anchored off Tok Sok Ri again the shme evening to act as command 



I 

, I 
Sdbj: COMMAND HISTORY (OPNAVINST REPORT 5750-1) 

and control platform for the exerbise. BLUE RIDGE weighed anchor 
and steamed for Pusan at the conchusion of the exercise, mooring 
on 5 November for backloading opekations. The ship was underway 
again on 8 November enroute Buckner Bay to disembark Commander, 
Amphibious Force SEVENTH Fleet an@ Commander, Landing Force 
SEVENTH Fleet, and continued on to Yokosuka after disembarkation, 
mooring on 12 November to begin a@other selected restricted 
availability. On 1 December, Captain Michael D. Barker relieved 
Captain John H. Heidt as Commandi~g Officer at a Change of Command 
Ceremony held on the main deck. qommander, Naval Surface Group 
Western Pacific was the guest spegker. A successful 3-M 
Inspection was held onboard from 7 to 11 December. BLUE RIDGE 
rounded out the year with a Chris mas Party for the crew on 5 
December, and a children's Christ as Party on 12 December for 
dependents of the crew. 
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