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Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750 .12  ( s d r i e s )  + 

1 .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n b e  ( a ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  command 
h i s t o r m y  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6  t h r o u g h  31 December 1986  i s  
s u b m i t t e d  : 1 

a .  Command O r g a n i z a t i o n :  c C p t a i n  J o h n  H. H e i d t  f r o m  19  
November 1985  t o  p r e s e n t .  I 

b. Summary o f  O p e r a t i o n s :  BLUE R I D G E ,  i n  t h e  r o l e  a s  
F l a g s h i p  f o r  Commander, S E V E N T H (  F l e e t ,  b e g a n  t h e  New Year  i n  
homeporbt o f  Yokosuka ,  J a p a n .  On 18 J a n u a r y  1 9 8 6 ,  BLUE RIDGE was 
underway  f o r  s e a  t r i a l s  a f t e r  wolrk c o m p l e t e d  d u r i n g  S h i p  R e p a i r  
A l t e r a t l i o n  86-9.  Upon comple t ion1  o f  s e a  t r a i l s  i n  Sagami  Wan, 
BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  Yokosuka ?n 9  J a n u a r y .  After c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  S h i p  R e p a i r  A l t e r a t i o n  86-9 o n  11 J a n u a r y ,  BLUE RIDGE was 
underway  f o r  M a n i l a ,  R e p u b l i c  o h  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  A r r i v i n g  i n  
M a n i l a  on 16  J a n u a r y ,  BLUE R I D G E  h o o r e d  a t  P i e r  1 5 ,  S o u t h  H a r b o r ,  
f o r  a  t h r e e  d a y  p o r t  v i s i t .  w h i l e  i n  M a n i l a ,  BLUE R I D G E  h o s t e d  a  
r e c e p t i o n  on  b o a r d  f o r  l o c a l  d i p n i t a r i e s .  On 19  J a n u a r y ,  BLUE 
R I D G E  was underway  f o r  S u b i c  Bay,  w i t h  P h i l i p p i n e ,  U.S. c i v i l i a n ,  
and  m i l i t a r y  g u e s t s  a b o a r d .  t h e  s h o r t  t r a n s i t  t o  S u b i c  
Bay,  a  " S t e e l  B e a c h n  p i c n i c  h e l d  on  t h e  main d e c k  w i t h  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  F l e e t  Band o t h e r  l o c a l  
e n t e r t a i n e r s .  BLUE R I D G E  same a f t e r n o o n  a t  A l a v a  
P i e r ,  1J.S. N a v a l  S t a t i o n  S u b i c  l ~ a y  f o r  a n  e l e v e n  d a y  u p k e e p  
p e r i o d .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  BLUE ~ I D G E  h o s t e d  t h e  SEVENTH F l e e t  
FY-86 t h i r d  q u a r t e r  s c h e d u l i n g  c q > n f e r e n c e .  On 1  F e b r u a r y ,  BLUE 
R I D G E  was underway  f o r  t h e  S u b l i c  O p e r a t i o n  A r e a  t o  c o n d u c t  
e n g i n e e r i n g  d r i l l s .  On 2  F e b r u a r  iY ' BLUE R I D G E  moored a t  A l a v a  
P i e r ,  UrS. N a v a l  S t a t i o n  S u b i c  Bayl. On 3  ~ e b r u a r p ,  BLUE RIDGE was 
underway  f o r  B u c k n e r  Bay,  Oki awa ,  J a p a n  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  a n  
underway  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS K 9 L A U E A  (TAE-26). On 9  F e b r u a r y ,  
BLUE RI.DGE a r r i v e d  a t  B u c k n e r  ~ a y ( ,  Okinawa,  J a p a n .  D u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  Commander, L a n d i n g  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  s t a f f  was embarked  
t o  c o n d u c t  a  t h r e e  d a y  M a r i n e  (Amphibious  F o r c e  Command P o s t  
E x e r i c s e  w h i c h  e x e r c i s e d  a l l  a r e p s  o f  t h e  s h i p ' s  command and  
c o n t r o l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and  s e r v e d  s a  command p o s t  e x e r c i s e  f o r  
t h e  l a r g e r  E x e r c i s e  Team S p i r i t  6  On 12 F e b r u a r y ,  BLUE RIDGE 
was underway  f o r  I n c h o n ,  Korea .  On 15  F e b r u a r y ,  BLUE R I D G E  
a n c h o r e d  a t  I n c h o n  f o r  a f o u r  daf  p o r t  v i s i t .  On 19  F e b r u a r y ,  
BLUE R I D G E  was underway  f o r  Yokosu$a,  J a p a n .  On 22 F e b r u a r y ,  BLUE 
R I D G E  moored a t  B e r t h  E i g h t ,  U.S. N a v a l  S t a t i o n ,  Yokosuka,  J a p a n .  
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On 4 March,  BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  B u c k n e r  Bay,  Okinawa,  
J a p a n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  B u c k n e r  ~ a ~ l  on 7  March,  BLUE RIDGE embarked 
Commander, Amphib ious  F o r c e  SEVEJNTH F l e e t  and  Commander, L a n d i n g  
F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  and  t h e i r  r g s p e c t i v e  s t a f f  f o r  E x e r c i s e  Team 
S p i r i t  '86, a  m a j o r  a m p h i b i o u s  e f e r c i s e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Pohang ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a .  pn 9  March,  BLUE R I D G E  c o n d u c t e d  
a n  underway  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USS C I M M A R R O N  (AO-177). On 12 
March,  BLUE RIDGE and  v a r i o u s  . a n d  R e p u b l i c  o f  Korea  Navy 
s h i p s  moored i n  Pohang ,  K o r e a  t~ c o n d u c t  a  P r e - s a i l  C o n f e r e n c e .  
On 1 3  March,  a l l  s h i p s  w e r e  underway  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  a r e a  n e a r  
Tok Soc  R i ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a .  l ~ u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  13  t h r u  20 
March a l l  u n i t s  c o n d u c t e d  numerous  d r i l l s  e x e r c i s i n g  men and 
e q u i p m e n t .  On 16 March,  B L U F  RIDGE c o n d u c t e d  a n  underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS PONCHATUbA (TAO-148). On 20 March,  BLUE 
RIDGE a n c h o r e d  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o q  Tok S o c  R i  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  
command a n d  c o n t r o l  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  a m p h i b i o u s  
e x e r c i s e .  On 2 5  March,  BLUE R I ~ G E  was underway .  On 2 7  March,  
BLUE RIDGE moored a t  Pohang ,  R e p u b l i c  o f  Korea .  On 2 8  March,  
BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  ~ u c k h e r  Bay,  Okinawa,  J a p a n .  On 30 
March,  BLUE RIDGE moored a t  Bubkner  Bay. A f t e r  d i s e m b a r k i n g  
Commander, Amphib ious  F o r c e  S E V E ~ T H  F l e e t  a n d  Commander, L a n d i n g  
F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  s t a f f s ,  BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  Yokosuka,  
J a p a n .  On 1  A p r i l ,  BLUE RIDGE mobred i n  h e r  h o m e p o r t  o f  Yokosuka 
f o r  a t w e n t y - f i v e  d a y  u p k e e p  p e r i o d .  W h i l e  i n  Yokosuka ,  BLUE 
R I D G E  h o s t e d  t h e  SEVENTH F l e e t  FY-86 f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  s c h e d u l i n g  
c o n f e r e n c e .  underway f o r  Buckner  
Bay,  Okinawa,  J a p a n  and  a t  B u c k n e r  Bay o n  2 9  A p r i l .  
A f t e r  e m b a r k i n g  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  and  
s t a f f ,  BLUE R I D G E  d a y  f o r  P a t t a y a  B e a c h ,  
T h a i l a n d .  On 5 o f f  P a t t a y a  Beach f o r  a 
f o u r  d a y  p o r t  was underway  f o r  Hong 
Kong, B.C.C. f o r  a  s i x  d a y  p o r t  d i s i t .  W h i l e  i n  Hong Kong, BLUE 
R I D G E  h o s t e d  a  r e c e p t i o n  on b o a r d  f o r  l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s .  On 19 
May, BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  p u b i c  Bay, RP. On 21 May, BLUE 
RIDGE moored a t  A l a v a  P i e r ,  U . S . N a v a 1  S t a t i o n  S u b i c  Bay f o r  a  
f i f t e e n  d a y  u p k e e p  p e r i o d .  On 5 J u n e ,  BLUE R I D G E  was underway 
f o r  Yokosuka ,  J a p a n .  On 9 J u n e ,  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  Yokosuka 
f o r  S h i p  R e p a i r  A l t e r a t i o n  86-10! On 24 J u n e ,  BLUE RIDGE was 
underway f o r  Yokosuka o p e r a t i o n 1  Area  t o  c o n d u c t  e n g i n e e r i n g  
d r i l l s .  On 1  J u l y ,  BLUE R I D G ~  was underway  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  
o p e r a t i o n ' s  t o  c o n d u c t  p r o p u l s i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  b o a r d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
d r i l l s .  On 2 J u l y ,  BLUE R ~ D G E  moored a t  Yokosuka f o r  
c o n t i n u a l t i o n  o f  S h i p  R e p a i r  A l t e r a t i o n  86-10.  D u r i n g  t h i s  i n p o r t  
p e r i o d  BLUE R I D G E  h o s t e d  t h e  SEVFNTH F l e e t  FY-87 f i r s t  q u a r t e r  
s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f e r e n c e .  On 31 J u l ~ ,  BLUE RIDGE was underway  w i t h  
J a p a n e s e  Maritime S e l f  D e f e n s e  F q r c e  o f f i c e r s  and  c a d e t s ,  p l u s  
U.S. midsh ipmen  embarked  a n n u a l  JMSDF/USN S i s t e r - s h i p  
C r u i s e  w i t h  JDS SHIRANE On 2  A u g u s t ,  BLUE R I D G E  
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a n c h o r e d  i n  O h m i n a t o ,  J a p a n  f o r  l a  two d a y  v i s i t .  On 4  A u g u s t ,  
BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  Aomlori, J a p a n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  Aomori 
t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n ,  BLUE R I D G E  a n c h o r e d  f o r  a two d a y  v i s i t .  On 
6  A u g u s t ,  BLUE RIDGE was underwdy f o r  O t a r u ,  J a p a n .  BLUE RIDGE 
moored i n  O t a r u  o n  7  A u g u s t  f o r  la two d a y  p o r t  v i s i t .  W h i l e  i n  
O t a r u  BLUE RIDGE h o s t e d  a  r e b e p t i o n  on b o a r d  f o r  J a p a n e s e  
d i g n i t a r i e s .  On 9 A u g u s t ,  BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  Yokosuka,  
J a p a n  w i t h  d e p e n d e n t s  s o n s  a n d  #a le  g u e s t s  ( " T i g e r s n )  embarked .  
On 11 A u g u s t ,  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  Yokosuka and was underway  
a g a i n  t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n  h d v i n g  b e e n  t a s k e d  t o  c o n d u c t  
s u r v e i l . l a n c e  o p e r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  p o v i e t  N a v a l  U n i t s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e  t h e  S e a  o f  O k h o t s k .  BLUE RIPGE s t e a m e d  n o r t h e a s t  t o w a r d  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  K u r i l  I s l a n d s 1  On 14 A u g u s t ,  BLUE RIDGE 
t r a n s i t e d  t o  E t s r o f u  K a i k o  S t r a i t g  a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  S e a  o f  Okhot sk  
t o  c o n d i u c t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o p e r a t i o n ? .  On 16 A u g u s t ,  BLUE RIDGE was 
e n r o u t e  t o  Yokosuka,  J a p a n .  On 18 A u g u s t  BLUE RIDGE moored a t  
Yokosuka.  o n  3  S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE PIDGE was underway  i n  Tokyo Wan 
f o r  s e a  t r i a l s  and  a d e p e n d e n t s '  c r u i s e .  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  
Yokosuka t h a t  same a f t e r n o o n ,  d e b a r k i n g  d e p e n d e n t s .  On 6 
S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE K o r e a .  On 8  
S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  USNS 
KILAUEA (TAE-26). On 9  C h i n h a e ,  
K o r e a  f o r  a o n e  d a y  p o r t  g o t  underway  o n  10 
S e p t e m b e r  e n r o u t e  t o  B u c k n e r  ~ a ~ ,  Okinawa,  J a p a n  and  a r r i v e d  i n  
B u c k n e r  Bay on  12 S e p t e m b e r .  Od t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  13 S e p t e m b e r ,  
BLUE RIDGE h o s t e d  t h e  Commander, 1 Amphib ious  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  
Change o f  Command. BLUE R I D G g  was underway  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  
e n r o u t e  t o  S y d n e y ,  A u s t r a l i a .  1 On 15 S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE 
c o n d u c t e d  a n  underway  r e p l e n i s h m e h t  w i t h  USS W H I T E  PLAINS (AFS- 
4 ) .  On 17 S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE d n c h o r e d  i n  Apra H a r b o r ,  Guam t o  
r e c e i v e  b a r g e  and  c r a n e  s e r v i c e s .  1 BLUE RIDGE was underway  a g a i n  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  same d a y  e n n o u t e  t o  S y d n e y ,  A u s t r a l i a .  On 
2 2  S e p t e m b e r ,  BLUE R I D G E  c o n d u c $ e d  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e s  a t  I r o n  
Bot tom Sound i n  h o n o r  o f  t h o s e  who l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h e r e  i n  
World War 11. On 2 8  S e p t e m b e r ,  BCUE RIDGE c o n d u c t e d  a n  underway 
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  HMAS OLEMEDA. ion 29  S e p t e m b e r ,  a f t e r  f i r i n g  a 
N a t i o n a l  2 1  gun  s a l u t e  t o  A u s t r a 3 , i a ,  BLUE RIDGE e n t e r e d  Sydney  
H a r b o r  and  moored a t  W o o l o o m o o ~ o o  P i e r .  W h i l e  i n  S y d n e y ,  
Commander, SEVENTH F l e e t  and  USS BLUE RIDGE p e r s o n n e l  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  numerous  m i l i t a r y ,  c i v i c  and  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  i n  
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  7 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r  o f  t h e  R o y a l  A u s t r a l i a n  Navy. 

h o n o r i n g  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Wales. 
'b S u c h  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d  a  p a r a d e  t h r  ugh t h e  c i t y  and  N a v a l  Review 
pn 7 O c t o b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE was 

underway  f o r  M e l b o u r n e ,  A u s t r a l i a l .  On 9 O c t o b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE 
moored i n  M e l b o u r n e  f o r  a f i v e  d a  p o r t  v i s i t .  On 14 O c t o b e r ,  
BLUE RIDGE was underway  e n r o u t e  tg F r e m a n t l e ,  A u s t r a l i a .  On 19 
O c t o b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE moored i n  ~ r e m a b t l e  f o r  a  s i x  d a y  p o r t  v i s i t .  
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On 2 5  O c t o b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE was u n d e r w a y  f o r  Darwin ,  A u s t r a l i a .  On 
30 O c t o b e r ,  BLUE RIDGE a n c h o r e d  i n  Darwin f o r  a t h r e e  d a y  p o r t  
v i s i t .  On 2  November,  BLUE (RIDGE c o n c l u d e d  h e r  v i s i t  t o  
A u s t r a l i a  and  was underway  f o 6  S u b i c  Bay,  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  On 7  November, B UE RIDGE c o n d u c t e d  a n  underway  
r e p l e n i s h m e n t  w i t h  USNS HASSAYA 4 PA (TAO-145). On 8 November, 
BLUE RIDGE moored a t  A l a v a  P i e r  i n  S u b i c  Bay f o r  u p k e e p .  On 8 
November, Commander, A m p h i b i o u s  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  a n d  s t a f f  
embarked  BLUE RIDGE. W h i l e  i n  p u b i c  Bay,  BLUE RIDGE h o s t  t h e  
Commander SEVENTH F l e e t  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  s c h e d u l i n g  c o n f e r e n c e .  On 
17 November, BLUE RIDGE was e n r o h t e  t o  Hong Kong, B .C .C .  On 19 
November, BLUE RIDGE moored a t  H S  TAMAR i n  Hong Kong f o r  a  s i x  
d a y  poi r t  v i s i t .  On 2 5  Novembe , BLUE RIDGE was underway  f o r  
Buckner  Bay,  Okinawa,  J a p a n .  A r r i v i n g  i n  B u c k n e r  Bay on  2 7  
November, Commander, Amphib ious  F o r c e  SEVENTH F l e e t  a n d  s t a f f  
d i s e m b a r k e d  a n d  BLUE RIDGE was bnderway  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  e n r o u t e  
Yokosuka ,  J a p a n .  On 29 November, BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Yokosuka 
and  moored a t  B e r t h  E i g h t  f o r  s + l e c t e d  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  
On 17 December ,  V A D M  P. D. Miller r e l i e v e d  VADM P. F. McCar thy as 
Commander, SEVENTH F l e e t .  

B A?P* , d i r e c t i o n  LASKA 


