
RIDGE (LCC-19) 

IN REPLY R E C U  TO 

LCC19:02:FAM: ams 
5750 
Ser 3 3 8  
2 2  March 1 9 8 2  

From: Comnarlding 
To: 

Was h i  ngton , DC 20374 - 
Subj: Conmand H i s t o r y  (OPNAV Report 5750-1); submission o f  

Ref: (a)  OPNAVINST 5750.1 2C ~ 
Encl: ( 1 )  A dendum No 1 - D i s t i n g u i  hed V i s i t o r s  du r ing  calendar year 1981 

(2)  A 1 dendum No 2 - Underway eplenishments and V e r t i c a l  Replenishments 
Dqr ing Calendar Year 1981 1 

( 3 )  Addendum No 3 - Amnunitio Expended Dur ing  Calendar Year 1981 
(4)  P o r t r a i t  o f  CAPT J. D. Ch ber la in ,  USN 
(5)  O f f i c e r  Biography o f  CAPT J. D. Chamberlain, USN 
(6)  Fani l y  Grams Produced Dur'ng Calendar Year 1981 
(711 O f f i c i a l  Welcome Aboard B ochure Used Dur ing Calendar Year 1981 i 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  re ference (a)  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  C m a n d  H i s t o r y  i s  submitted 
f o r  t he  pe r iod  o f  1 January 1981 t h r  ugh 31 December 1981 . b 

a. Ctmand Orqanizat ion. Comn O f f i c e r :  CAPT John D. Chamber1 ain, 
USN, frofii- 1 January through 31 

b. - Sumnqry o f  Operations: 

BLUE RIDGE, now w e l l  estab i n  her r o l e  as F lagsh ip  o f  C m a n d e r  
SEVENTH F l e e t  , s t a r t e d  the  new yea r hmepor t  o f  Yokosuka, Japan. Moored 
a t  Ber th  F i f t e e n  f o r  f i v e  weeks ce by Ship 's  Force and Ship Repair 
F a c i l i t y ,  Yokosuka t h e  sh ip  was g t h e  f i n a l  phase o f  t h e  T h i r d  
Incremental Overhaul. On 12 Janu RIDGE was ready once again t o  c a r r y  ou t  
her miss ion i n  t h e  Western P a c i f i  Underway f o r  Hong Kong, BCC, the  sh ip  
a r r i v e d  on t h e  Seventeenth f o r  a v i s i t .  Leaving f o r  t he  Phi 1 i p p i  nes, 22 
January, BLUE R I D G E  a r r i v e d  two r. A f t e r  a m i s s i l e  onload a t  Nabasan 
Wharf, Subic Bay, t h e  sh ip  s h i f t  a P ie r  f o r  a sho r t  upkeep per iod.  On 2 
February BLUE RIDGE embarked va i a l s  and guests f o r  a ha l f -day  c r u i s e  
t o  Manila,, c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Phi li a i n i n g  i n  Man i la  f o r  f i v e  days hos t i ng  
and v i s i t i n g  c i v i l i a n  and n t h e  sh ip  departed 7 February f o r  
Okinawa, JA. A r r i v i n g  t h e  E RIDGE q u i c k l y  embarked the  
Commanders of CTF-76 and f o r  a s h o r t  Command Post 
Exerc ise (CPX) i n  p repara t ion  i bious Exercise, TEAM SPIRIT 81. The 
f 01 1 owing morning t h e  Amphi b i  i n g  Force s t a f f s  disembarked and t h e  
s h i  p proceeded home t o  Y okos u e fo re  noon on' 13 February, BLUE R I D G E  
a r r i v e d  i n  Yokosuka, JA, f o r  and t o  prepare f o r  TEAM SPIRIT 81. 
On 2 March BLUE RIDGE was und r o u t e  Okinawa, JA. A r r i v i n g  5 March 
t h e  sh ip  embarked t h e  s t a f f s  CTF-79 and proceeded t o  anchorage t o  
awai t  t he  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  o I T  81 exerc ise  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Upon 
c m p l e t i o r i  of t h e  Amphibious Emba BLUE RIDGE was underway 9 March 
formation steaming w i t h  eleven en r o u t e  t o  Pohang, KS, w h i l e  
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On Monday morning, 15 June, 
Western Pac i f i c ,  and proceeded 
T ra in ing  Ass is t .  Various 
anchorage and mooring on 
Japanese and U. S. Navy 
June BLUE: RIDGE and 

ships concept. En r o u t e  t o  
h igh  winds and heavy 
o f  Beppu, Japan, and 

"White Ridgett)  
A f t e r  a day o f  

Kagoshima and 
f o r  General 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  as Amphibious Command 
days o f  f ormiation stearni ng w i th  
excel 1 ent t a u t i  ca l  experi  ence a f t e r  
11 March off Pohang, t h e  sh ip  was 
Area where? extensi  ve he1 i copter 
R IDGE anchored and hosted a meeting ofr 
afternoon, t h e  TEAM SPIRIT 81 
took s t a t i o n  i n  her assigned OPAREA. 
p a r t i c i p a n ~ t s  i n  the  evening, t h e  
condi t ions presented by a t h i c k  fog. 
suff i c i e n t . 1 ~  t o  cont inue format ion 
anchored f o r  a few days i n  t h e  
March f o r  Inahon, KS. TEAM SPIRIT 

Ship i n  Exerc ise TEAM SPIRIT 81. Several 
t a z t i c a l  maneuvering provided t h e  sh ip  w i t h  

months o f  independent steami ng. Anchori ng 
urderway t h e  next  day f o r  t h e  LCC Operat ing 

operat ions were conducted. On 13 March BLUE 
a1 1 TF-76 Carmanding Of f i ce rs .  La ter  t h a t  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  were underway again and BLUE RIDGE 
Steaming i n  company w i t h  TEAM SPIRIT 81 

ships were fo rced t o  anchor due t o  unsafe 
Af te r  several hours, t h e  f o g  had c leared 

steaming. On t h e  Nineteenth BLUE RIDGE 
assigned LCC OPAREA, and then was underway 21 

$1 was completed and judged a success, w i t h  
valuable t;rai n i  ng experience gai ne LUE RIDGE and o ther  pa r t i c ipan ts .  23 
March found BLUE RIDGE negoti  a t i  ng g sea de ta i  1 up t o  Inchon i n  heavy fog. 
The fog began c l e a r i n g  j u s t  before and the  sh ip  anchored s a f e l y  t o  spend 
f i v e  days v i s i t i n g  Inchon and Seou a1 o f  South Korea. Underway 28 March 
f o r  Okinawa, BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  on t h e  T h i r t i e t h .  The sh ip  
disembarked the  s t a f f s  o f  CTF-76 a and embarked the  Board of Inspect ion  
and Survey (INSURV). A f t e r  INSURV way checks were completed, BLUE RIDGE 
was en r o u t e  on the  afternoon o f  3 Yokosuka, JA. INSURV was completed 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  and t h e  sh ip  moor r d  s ide  t o  Yokosuka, JA, on 1 A p r i l .  
On 6 A p r i l  BLUE RIDGE commenced Incremental Overhaul and of f - loaded 
m u n i t i o n  a t  anchorage i n  prepa drydock period. That same day t h e  
s h i p  re turned t o  Berth Eight,  and t o  Drydock Number Five, SRF Yokosuka, 
t h e  fo l l ow ing  day. At 1157 on 9 ck had been pumped ou t  and BLUE RIDGE 
was r e s t i n g  an keel blocks. a i r  work accompl i s  hed d u r i  ng drydock 
per iod  i nc:l uded t h e  f 01 1 owing: sandbl asted, primed and painted, t h e  
SLQ-32 e l e c t r o n i c  warfare s u i t e  , t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  C o l l e c t i o n  and 
Hold ing Tank (CHT) System was d major hab i tab i  1 i t y  improvements 
were made, On 21 May the  dryd d, t h e  caisson was removed, and a t  
1430 t h e  bow cleared t h e  s i l l .  moved back t o  Berth E ight  and Dock 
T r i  a1 s were successful 1 y condu t o  pu t  the  f i n i s h i n g  touch on an 
ambitious bu t  punctual overhaul was conducted on 4 June, and on 8 
June BLUE RIDGE went t o  anchor uni  t i o n  en r o u t e  t o  sea f o r  Post 
Repair Tr- i  als. The sh ip  r e t  i a l s  11 June, and t h e  next  day 
dependents and var ious Navy a 1s embarked f o r  a hal f -day Guest 
Cruise. 



V i s i t i n g  (over 4,000 v i s i t o r s )  and d a recept ion  on board before 1 eavi ng 2 
J u l y  f o r  Sasebo, JA. A f t e r  t h e  on t r a n s i t  up t h e  western coast o f  Kyushu, 
bo th  ships mioored i n  I n d i a  Basi 3 Ju l y  and enjoyed a Four th  of J u l y  
ce leb ra t i on  ~ 4 t h  a p i c n i c  and sp t i v i t i e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day. Depart ing 
Sasebo on 7 J u l y f o r  t h e  f i n a l  l e  cruise, bo th  ships pursued an extensive 
underway exerc ise  program, i n c l u d  - l i n e  t r a n s f e r s  w i t h  BLUE RIDGE sending 
one day an~d r e c e i v i n g  t h e  next. IDGE fo l lowed SHIRANE i n t o  Yokosuka 10 
J u l y  and tlhe sh ip  began a sho r t  r i o d  a few days l a t e r .  By 30 Ju ly  t h e  
sh ip  had received another group n, completed the  upkeep and the  i n -  
p o r t  p o r t i o n  o f  Mobi le Team Tra i  hase I. Underway t h a t  day f o r  t h e  
at-sea p o r t i o n  o f  MTT Phase I, B returned the  evening o f  31 July.  On 3 
August, a f te r  a few days i n  p R IDGE was underway f o r  Hong Kong, 
BCC. Forced t o  devi ate from the  t r a c k  due t o  r e p o r t s  o f  Trop ica l  Storm 
Roy, t h e  sh ip  passed through t h  Channel j u s t  no r th  o f  Luzon and s t i l l  
made i t  t o  Hong Kong 8 August on Moored starboard s ide  t o  HMS TAMAR f o r  
f i v e  days, t h e  sh ip  enjoyed t h e  hosted several o f f  i c i  a1 s. Leaving 13 
August f o r  Singapore, t h e  sh ip  he Seventeenth and moored a t  t he  World 
Trade Center, remaining u n t i l  21 t, before heading f o r  Penang, MY. On 
August Twenty-Second, t h e  shi  p i n  Penang. Of fered an alongside berth, 
BLUE RIDGE s h i f t e d  t o  Swettenh e x t  day. Problems caused by clogged 
sea suct ions due t o  excessive i o n  a t  t he  b e r t h  fo rced the  sh ip  t o  
move back t o  anchorage t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
R IDGE negot i  ated the  Ma1 acca and 
loaded amnunition a t  Nabasan Wharf 
BLUE RIDGE remained i n  Subic f o r  
Thunas B. I-IAYWARD, USN, Chief  o f  Naval 
commenced 6 September when the  sh ip  
RIDGE received a d i s t r e s s  s igna l  01 
"Eternal  Green1', a merchant on f i r e .  
Yokosuka, (and on 15 September VADM M. 
TROST as Commander SEVENTH F leet .  
Yokosuka i!5 September f o r  t h e  
(OPPRE). OPPRE was completed 
September f o r  a s i  x-week Selected 

On 9 November the  sh ip  was 
successful c m p l e t i o n  o f  Sea T r i a l s ,  
f 01 1 owing noon f o r  t h e  week-end bef  o r ?  
Embarking 'the s t a f f s  o f  CTF-76 and 
the  Command Post Exerc ise 82-1. A f t e r  

day. Underway 26 August f o r  Subic Bay, BLUE 
Singapore S t r a i t s .  A r r i v i n g  31 August the  ship 

and then moved t o  Alava Pier,  Subic Bay. 
upkeep and was honored by t h e  v i s i t  o f  ADM 

Operations, on 4 September. MTT Phase I 1  
got  underway f o r  Yokosuka. En route,  BLUE 

10 September and maneuvered t o  a s s i s t  
On 12 September the  sh ip  a r r i v e d  back i n  

Staser HOLCOMB re1 ieved VADM Car l  i s 1  e A. H. 
The sh ip  went ou t  i n t o  Sagami Wan near 

Operat ional  P l a n t  Re-Cer t i f i ca t i on  Eva1 ua t ion  
successfu l ly  and BLUE RIDGE re turned home on 27 

R e s t r i c t e d  Avai l a b i  1 i t y  (SRA) a t  SRF Yokosuka. 

underway f o r  Post-SRA Sea T r i a l s .  Upon 
BLUE RIDGE re turned t o  Yokosuka t h e  

1 eavi ng agai n 13 November f o r  Buckner Bay. 
CTF-79 16 November, BLUE RIDGE p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

successful completion and disembarkation 
o f  CTF-76 (and CTF-79 s t a f f s  on 19 November, t h e  sh ip  was underway f o r  Subic Bay, 
RP. A r r i v i n g  22 November BLUE RIDGE 
by Comnander Naval Surface Group 
approaching typhoon. 24 November saw 
RIDGE, s o r t i e  t o  evade t h e  typhoon. 
day, a f t e r  t h e  storm had passed, ard 
leav ing 27 Nolvember f o r  Sasebo, JA. 
token UNREP w i t h  USNS NAVASOTA 
A r r i v i n g  2 December and mooring i n  
th ree days before l eav ing  f o r  Fukuoka, 
anchored overn ight  t o  en ter  Fukuoka 

successful l y  completed a Command Inspect ion  
destern P a c i f i c  under t h e  t h r e a t  of an 

a1 1 ships i n p o r t  Subic Bay, i n c l u d i n g  BLUE 
BLUE RIDGE returned t o  Subic Bay t h e  next  

enjoyed the  Thanksgiving Ho l iday  before 
En r o u t e  t o  Sasebo, t h e  sh ip  conducted a 

(T-AO-106), and o ther  t r a i n i n g  evol u t i  ons. 
I n d i a  Basin, BLUE R I D G E  v i s i t e d  Sasebo f o r  

JA. A f t e r  a hal f -day t r a n s i t ,  t h e  sh ip  
t n e  next  day. 6 December saw general v i s i t -  



i n g  and other  protocol events 
o f  t h e  p o r t  v i s i t  on 9 
another half-lday Pusan t h e  
next  day, 10 proceeded t o  Yokosuka 
where she 

U J. D . CHAMBERLAIN 

COPY t o  (wllo encl (41, (51,  (61, ( 7 )  
COMNAVSURFP AC 
COMNAVSURFGRU WESTPAC 
CINCPACFLT 



UNDERWAY REPLENISHMEN1 
DURING CP 

DATE: 10 M a r  1 9 8 1  
TYPE: TOKEN UNREP (STA 2 & 6) 
SHIP: USS ASHTABULA ( AO-51 ) 

DATE: 8 JUL 1981 
TYPE: UNREP (PERSONNEL TRANSFER) ( C  
SHIP: JMSDF SHIRANE (DDH-143) 

DATE: 9 JUL 1981 
TYPE: UNREP (PERSONNEL TRANSFER) (C  
SHIP: JMSDF SHIRANE (DDH-143) 

DATE: 2 7  NOV 1981 
TYPE: VERTICAL REPLENISHMENT (MISS1 
SHIP: CH-46 CUB1 PT, RP 

DATE: 2 7  NOV 1981 
TYPE: TOKlEN UNREP (STA 1 & 5) 
SHIP  : USNS NAVASOTA ( TAO- 106) 

NDUM NO. 2 

; AND VERTICAL REPLENISHMENTS 
.ENDAR YEAR 1981 

IMMY) (SEND) (STA 3 )  

IMMY) (RECEIVE) (STA 3 )  

E n c l  osure ( 2 )  



AMMUN ITI~ON EXPENDED 
DURING THE CdLENDAR YEAR 1981 

MT 31 (LEFT GUN) MT 31 (RIGHT GUN) 

15 JAN 1981 10 Rounds 
23 JUN 1981 3 
8 JUL 1981 5 

10 SEP 1981 10 
1 DEC 1981 - 6 

TOTAL ROUNDS : 34 

MT 32 (LEFT GUN) 

15 JAN 1981 5 Rounds 
23 JUN 1981 3 
8 JUL 1981 5 

10 Sep 1981 10 
1 Dec 1981 - 5 

TOTAL ROUNDS : 2 8 

GRAND TOTAL ROUNDS EXPENDED : 123 

MISSILES: NO MISSILES FIRED, NO MIS$ILES EXPENDED. 

LAUNCHER #1 -- 
8 JUNE 1981 - 6 

TOTAL ROUIN DS : 6 

LAUNCHER #3 

8 JUNE 1981 - 6 

TOTAL ROUNDS : 6 

15 JAN 1981 10 Rounds 
23 JUN 1981 3 

8 JUL 1981 5 
10 SEP 1981 - 10 

TOTAL ROUNDS : 2 8 

MT 32 (RIGHT GUN) 

15 JAN 1981 10 Rounds 
23 JUN 1981 3 
8 JUL 1981 5 

10 SEP 1981 9 
1 DEC 1981 - 6 

TOTAL ROUNDS : 33 

LAUNCHER #2 

8 JUNE 1981 - 6 

TOTALROUNDS: 6 

LAUNCHER #4 

8 JUNE 1981 - 6 

TOTAL ROUNDS: 6 

GRAND TOTAL RUUNDS EXPENDED: 24 1 

Encl osure (3) 



DATE - EVENT 1 

DISTINGUISHED VISITCRS 

17 January C a l l s  by CAPT A. A. UGH, Captain i n  Charge, Hong Kong; 
M r .  R. C. SMITH, e lo r ,  Canadian Comission; M r .  G. J. 
KLINTWORTH, F i r s t  etary,  Aus t ra l i an  Comnission; M r .  T. 
E. LLOYD, General ger (Far East), South Caro l i na  S ta te  
Por t  Author i ty .  

DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1981 

3 February C a l l s  by CAPT J. B. B BIN, CO RPS ANG PANGULO: CAPT B. R. 
SUAREZ, Deputy Comnan ant, P h i l i p p i n e  Coast Guard; CAPT R. 
C. STRANGE, U. S. Nav 1 Attache, American Embassy, Manila; 
CDR R. S. ANTOS, PN, 1 anager, Mani 1 a Port .  

24 March C a l l s  by RADM YU I n  C u, ROKN, Comander FIFTH Sector, ROK 
Navy; COMMO CHANGI So Hu, Comnander I n t e l l i g e n c e  Uni t ,  ROKN; 
M r .  Lee Hoi R im,  Pres dent, Inchon Chamber o f  Comnerce; 
M r .  CHO Dong Hwon, V i  e Mayor, Inchon, Korea; Mr .  LEE Yong 
Rin, Defense Secur i t y  Command, Korea. I 

7 A p r i l  

10 A p r i l  

12 June 

24 June 

29 June 

3 J u l y  

10 J u l y  

13 J u l y  

V i s i t  by  MGEN RocKwEL/, CINCPAC D i r e c t o r  f o r  c3. 

V i s i t  by CAPT K. KOT K I ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Second Education 
Second Serv ice School 

CAPT BADEMAN, Chief o S ta f f ,  Commander Naval Forces Japan, 
CAPT LEHMBERG, Comnan Submarine Group SEVEN; CAPT CARR, 
CO NRMC; Yokosuka CAP Commander Destroyer Squadron 
FIFTEEN; CAPT LAWLER, Atsugi, M r .  G. I. PURDY, 
President, American C Commerce embarked f o r  t h e  
Guest Cruise. 

V i s i t s  by CAPT Tohru WASAWA, CO SHIRANE; COL Tomihiro 
UMEYAMA, C m a n d e r  41 t I n f a n t r y  Regiment; and M r .  KAWANO, 
Chief  o f  Mar i t ime Saf ty, Beppu, Japan i 
C a l l s  by CAPT Yo ich i  Chief  o f  Po l i ce  (Centra l ) ,  
Kagoshima, M r .  Sueo M Comnander Kagoshima Prefecture 
Liason Off ice.  

C a l l s  by Mr .  Yoshitos i TOMONAGA, Chief, Mar i t ime Safety, Sasebo; 
M r .  K e n j i  IBA, Chief  f Sasebo Defense F a c i l i t y  Admin is t ra t ive  
Of f ice ;  Dr. Yoshihisa TOMOHIRO, D i rec tor ,  Do j i nka i  Hospital ;  
and CDR W. G. NORCROS , USN, CSO FLEACT Sasebo. 

Ca l l  by CAPT WATAOKA, JMSDF Liason O f f i c e r .  

V i s i t  by  RADM D. P. R ANE, COMNAVSURFGRU WESTPAC. i 
I Enclosure (1) 



8 August V i s i t  by M r .  John MUR HY, Managing D i rec to r ,  Far East Airways, 
Ka i  Tak I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t .  P 

12 August V i s i t s  by M r .  Harry W NG, Account Executive; M r .  David TANG, 
General Manager, Yat i n g  Medicine Co., LTD; and M r .  KWEK Lim 
Ng, Managi ng Trans-Meri d i  an. 

4 September V i s i t  by ADM T. B. HA WARD, USN, Chief  o f  Naval Operations. 1 
14 September V i s i t  by ADM J. D. WA~KINS, USN, CINCPACFLT. 

18 September V i s i t  by LCDR N. N. C RROL, USN, CO USS GRAYBACK. ii 
25 September V i s i t  by CAPT W. FARN AM, USN, Senior Member, CINCPACFLT PEB. t 
29 September C a l l  by LTGEN HILSMAN D i rec to r ,  Defense Communications Agency 1 
23October V i s i t b y M C P O N T . S . ( / ~ ~ ~ , U S N , M a s t e r C h i e f P e t t y O f f i c e r o f  

t h e  Navy. 1 

2 November V i s i t  by RADM H. D. A~NOLD,  USN, COMNAVELEXSYSCOM. 

27 November V i s i t  by  RADM D. P. R ~ A N E ,  USN, COMNAVSURFGRU WESTPAC. 

2 December C a l l  by M r .  Takechi N ~ D A ,  Vice Mayor, Sasebo C i t y ,  M r .  K e i j i  
IBA, Chief  o f  Defense F a c i l i t y  Admin is t ra t ion  Off ice; D r .  Uko 
TOMINAGA, D i rec tor ,  C n t r a l  Hospital ;  D r .  Taro NANAKUMA, Pres- 
ident ,  N i s h i  Nippon F od Serv ice Center; D r .  Yoshihisa TOMOHIRO, 
D i rec tor ,  Do j i nka i  Ho p i t a l ;  Mr .  Masanori TAMUKA, Chief o f  
Pol ice,  Sasebo City; nd CAPT N. HASAI, CO JDS IWASE. i 

6 December V i s i t s  by Ms. Mar i l yn  MEYERS, U. S. Consul General, Fukuoka; 
Honorary Consul Tsuka a SHISHIMA o f  I t a l y ;  Honorary Consul 
Per ry  S. MIHARA o f  t h  U. K. and Sweden; Honorary Consul 
H i rosh i  YASUKAWA o f  B a z i l ;  and D r .  Toshisuke MATSUURA, 
D i rec to r ,  Jonan Hospi 1 al ,  MCyazaki Pre fec ture  

7 December C a l l  by  LTGEN Toshiyu i IMADA, Comnander 4 t h  D i v i s i o n  JGSDF, 
MGEN Makoto YOFU, Chi Fukuoka D i s t r i c t ,  SDF Liason Of f i ce .  

10 December C a l l  by COL R. C. CLO , CO U. S. Army Garrison, Hia leah 1 
31 December V i s i t  by H is  Eminence Cardinal COOKE, M i l i t a r y  Vicar 

and M i l i t a r y  Ord inar i  

Encl osure (1) 


