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British Consulate-General, Mrj Paul B. Thompson and Captain
J. D. FISHER, RN, Commanding Officer of HMS GOLD ROVER; Commander
C. H. D. PRIEST, RN, Commanding Ofﬁicer of HMS PLYMOUTH; and
Commander W.M.F. CHATTERTON-DIXON, RN, Commanding Officer of HMS
BERWICK paid an official visit to BLUE RIDGE on 11 March 1976.

From the 8th to 10th and 15th to the 17th of June BLUE RIDGE
underwent sea trials off the Califo%nia Coast.

The ship hosted an Open House for personnel of the Long Beach
Naval Shipyard and their families o% 19 June 1976.

Shortly after 0930 on 30 June 1976, BLUE RIDGE left the Long
Beach Naval Shipyard for her home pBrt of San Diego, California,
arriving at Pier Six, U. S. Naval Station San Diego the afternoon
of 2 July,

At 1920 the evening of 18 July 1976 a fire was reported in
Vehicle Stowage. The fire quickly spread and was classified as
"Out of Control'" at 2046. Assistance from other ships and the
Naval Station Fire Department was utilized and the fire was reported
"Under Control' at 2105 and '"Fire Out Throughout the Ship" at 2136.
A number of BLUE RIDGE personnel and personnel from assisting ships
and the Naval Station Fire Department were treated at the Balboa
Naval Hospital for smoke inhalation, There were no major injuries
during the two hour fire, and the ship was able to get underway the
following morning for local operations. These lasted until 23 July.
During this sea period various gun shoots and missile firing exercises
were conducted off the Southern California Coast.

BLUE RIDGE received her fifth Commanding Officer, Captain J. G.
McINTYRE, USN, on 30 July 1976. He relieved Captain W. D. HART, USN,
during ceremonies onboard the ship at Pier Six, U. S. Naval Station
San Diego.

During the month of August the ship conducted local refresher
training from the 2nd through the 13th and the 18th through 27th.
BLUE RIDGE was underway for additional refresher training from
the 7th through the 11th of September.

On 21 September Vice Admiral William St. GEORGE, Commander
Surface Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet, paid an official visit to the
ship.

ort of San Diego, California for her fourth deployment with the

. S. Seventh Fleet. During the transit to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,
the ship hosted five members of the San Diego Council Navy League.
Arriving in Hawaii on 1 October, the ship left on the 3rd for
Kwajalein Island, and arrived on th; 10th. Here BLUE RIDGE became
the Flagship for Rear Admiral James H. MORRIS, Commander, Amphibious
Force, U, S, Seventh Fleet (CTF-76) The admiral and his staff

|
transferred from the USS CLEVELAND %LPDm7) as the two ships rode
|
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On 2 December the ship sailed for Keelung, Taiwan.
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BLUE RIDGE returned to White Beach, Okinawa on the 8th.
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