
U. S. S. BLUE RIDGE (LCC-10) 
c/o FLEET POST OFFICE 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 96601 
IN REPLY REFER TO 

LCC19:16:nn 
5750 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS BL E RIDGE (LCC-19) 
To: D i r e c t o r  of Naval H i s to ry  Washington Navy 

Yard, Washington, D.  C .  2 

Subj:  Command Hi s to ry  (OPNAV Rep r t  5750-1); submission of i, 
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 1 - Encl:  (1) Addendum No. 1 - Distkngulshed V i s i t o r s  dur ing  

Calendar Year 1976 
( 2 )  Addendum No. 2 - Unde way Replenishments and 

V e r t i c a l  Replenishmen s dur ing  Calendar Year 1976 
( 3 )  Addendum No. 3  - Ammu i t i o n  expended dur ing  Calendar 

Year 1976 
I 

(4) Familygrams produced dur ing  Calendar Year 1976 
(5) P o r t r a i t  of  Captain  J. G .  McINTYRE, USN, Commanding 

O f f i c e r  - 30 J u l y  1976 t o  p r e s e n t  
( 6 )  O f f i c i a l  biography of  Captain  J .  G .  McINTYRE, USN 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  t h e  fol lowing r e p p r t  i s  
submit ted f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1 J a n u a r l  1976 through 31 Deceinber 1976. 

A. Command Organizat ion:  commanding O f f i c e r :  Ca t a i n  
William D.  , u rom 1 Janu r y  1976 through 30 J u  y  1976. a f 
Captain  J. yRicIN%Ef USN, from 30 J u l y  1976 through 31 December 
1976. 

B.  Summary of  Operat ions:  h t  t he  s t a r t  of  t he  yea r  BLUE 
RIDGE was a t  t h e  Long Beach Naval Shipyard i n  d ry  dock f o r  
modernization and upkeep. The s h ' p  w a s  i n  d ry  dock u n t i l  19 
March 1976 when she was moved t o  p i e r  S ix .  The s h i p  spen t  t he  
e n t i r e  month of A p r i l  a t  P i e r  S i x  and t h e  morning o f  2 4  May pu t  
t o  s e a  f ~ r  s e a  t r i a l s .  BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  P i e r  S i x  t h e  
fo l lowing  a f t e rnoon  a f t e r  completing va r ious  d r i l l s  and a  f u l l  
power run.  

On 3 June,  Rear Admiral R .  L ~ .  WALKER, Deputy Commander Sur face  
Ships ,  Naval Sea Systems Command; Rear Admiral J.  R.  STEELE, 
USCG, Commandant of  t h e  1 1 t h  Coast Guard D i s t r i c t ,  and D r .  Thomas 
CLARK, Mayor of Long Beach, C a l i f o r n i a ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on an 
o f f i c i a l  c a l l .  There were a l s o  embers of t h e  Long Beach Chamber 
of  Commerce a t t e n d i n g .  4 ~ 



B r i t i s h  Consulate-General, M r .  Paul B.  Thompson and Captain 
J. D.  FISHER, RN, Commanding 0fficelr  of HMS GOLD ROVER; Commander 
C .  H. D .  PRIEST, RN, Commanding Of f i ce r  of HMS PLYMOUTH; and 
Commander W.M. F.  CHATTERTON-DIXON, R N ,  Commanding Of f i ce r  of HMS 
BERWICJC paid an o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  BLUE RIDGE on 11 March 1976. 

From the  8 t h  t o  10 th  and 15 th  t o  the  17 th  of June BLUE RIDGE 
underwent sea t r i a l s  o f f  t h e  Ca l i fo rn ia  Coast. 

The sh ip  hosted an Open House f o r  personnel of the  Long Beach 
Naval Shipyard and t h e i r  f ami l i e s  on 1 9  June 1976. 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  0930 on 30 June 1976, BLUE RIDGE l e f t  the  Long 
Beach Naval Shipyard f o r  her  home p r t  of San Diego, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  
a r r i v i n g  a t  P i e r  Six,  U.  S. Naval SFation San Diego the  af ternoon 
of 2 J u l y ,  

A t  1920 t h e  evening of 18 J u l y  1976 a f i r e  was repor ted  i n  
Vehicle Stowage. The f i r e  quickly  pread and was c l a s s i f i e d  as  
"Out of Control" a t  2046. Assistanpe from other  sh ips  and the  
Naval S t a t i o n  F i r e  Department was u t i l i z e d  and the  f i r e  was repor ted  
"Under Ccontroltt a t  2105 and "Fi re  0 t Throughout the Ship1' a t  2136. 
A number of BLUE RIDGE personnel an personnel from a s s i s t i n g  sh ips  
and the  Naval S t a t i o n  F i r e  Departmept were t r e a t e d  a t  the  Balboa 
Naval H ~ s p i t a l  f o r  smoke inha la t ion .  There were no major i n j u r i e s  
during the two hour f i r e ,  and the  s i p  was ab le  t o  ge t  underway the  
followi.ng morning f o r  l o c a l  o p e r a t i  b ns.  These l a s t e d  u n t i l  23 Ju ly .  
During tik$s sea  per iod  various gun hoots and miss i l e  f i r i n g  exerc ises  
were conlducted o f f  the  Southern Cal ! f o r n i a  Coast. 

BLUE RrDGE received her  f i f t h  ommanding O f f i c e r ,  Captain J .  G .  
McINTYRE, USN, on 30 J u l y  1976. He 7 r e l i eved  Captain W. D .  HART, USN, 
during ceremonies onboard the  sh ip  ~t P i e r  S ix ,  U.  S. Naval S t a t i o n  
San Diego. 

During the  month of August the sh ip  conducted l o c a l  r e f r e s h e r  
t r a i n i n g  from the  2nd through the  1 b t h  and the 18 th  through 27th. 
BLUE RIDGE was underway f o r  a d d i t i o  a1  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  from x t h e  7th through t h e  1 1 t h  of Septemb r.  

On 21 September Vice Admiral W"l1iam S t .  GEORGE, Commander 
Surface Force, U, S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  7 paid an o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  the 
ship. 

On 25 September 1976, USS B L U E R I D G E  (LCC-19) l e f t  her  home 
o s t  of San Diego, Ca l i fo rn ia  f o r  h r f o u r t h  deployment with the  8. S .  Seventh F l e e t .  During the  t r  ! n s i t  t o  Pea r l  Harbor, Hawaii, 

t h e  sh ip  hosted f i v e  members of the  San Diego Council Navy League. 
ArrlvLng i n  Hawaii on 1 October, t h  sh ip  l e f t  on the  3rd f o r  
Kwajalein I s l and ,  and a r r i v e d  on t h  10th.  Here BLUE RIDGE became 
the  Flagship f o r  Rear Admiral JamcsH. MORRIS, Commander, Amphibious 
Force, U.  S. Seventh F lee t  (CTF-76). The admiral and h i s  s t a f f  
t r a n s f e r r e d  from the  USS CLEVELAND LPD-7) as  the  two sh ips  rode 
a t  anchor. Departing Kwajalein on he 12 th ,  BLUE RIDGE headed 



Copy t o :  
CINCPACFLT 

South Lo p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Operat ion 
Coast .  Th i s  was t h e  l a r g e s t  
eve r  h e l d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  and c o n s i s t e d  
c r a f t  f rom A u s t r a l i a ,  New Zealand, 
f1agshi.p f o r  CTF-76, BLUE RIDGE 

. 
Kangaroo Two o f f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  

mul t i - -na t ion  amphibious o p e r a t i o n  
of  s h i p s ,  marines and a i r -  

and the United S t a t e s .  A s  
c c n t r o l l e d  t h e  amphibious phase 

of  the ope ra t i on .  
On 1 November BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Sydney, A u s t r a l i a  f o r  a  

o r t  v i s i t ,  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  6  November. U n t i l  t h i s  time 
ELUE RIDGE had s p e n t  4 2  days away from home p o r t ,  w i t h  on ly  e i g h t  
days of  l i b e r t y .  BLUE RIDGE hos ted  s e v e r a l  h igh  ranking 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  v i s i t o r s  onboard f o r  a  luncheon on 2 November. The 
v i s i t o r s  encluded H. E .  S i r  Roden C u t l e r ,  Governor General o f  
New South Wales, t h e  Honorable N e v i l l e  Waran, Premier of  New South 
Wales, t h e  Right  Honorable Alderman Leo P o r t ,  t h e  Lord Mayor of  
Sydney, t h e  Honorable S i r  E r i c  Will is ,  Leader of t h e  Opposi t ion i n  
New South  Wales, t h e  Honorable James K i l l e n ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  Defense, 
Rear Admiral N.  E .  McDonald, RAN, Flag O f f i c e r  commanding t h e  
Eas t  A u s t r a l i a n  Area, Major General D.  B .  Dunstan, A u s t r a l i a n  Army 
General. O f f i c e r  commanding t h e  F i e l d  Force Command, Commodore W .  
J. Rourke, General Manager of  t h e  Garden I s l a n d  Dockyard, and M r .  
J ~ h n  R. Davis,  J r . ,  Counsel General ,  American Consula te  General .  

During t h e  s h i p ' s  t r a n s i t  t o  White Beach, Okinawa, Japan,  
t h e  overseas  home p o r t  f o r  BLUE R DGE,  t h e  s h i p  passed  through 
t h e  ''Sl.ottl o f f  Guadalcanal ,  Novem e r  11. Here t h e  crew was formed 
a t  q u a r t e r s  and a  wrea th  was l a i d  on t h e  wa te r s  t o  commemorate 
t hose  American s a i l o r s ,  mar ines ,  nd airmen who d i e d  dur ing  t h e  
B a t t l e  o f  Guadalcanal i n  World Wa 11. The s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  White 
Beach on 19 November and remained t h e r e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  month. 

On 2 December t h e  s h i p  s a i l e  f o r  Keelung, Taiwan. Embarked 
were a  l a r g e  number o f  dependents 
RIDGE a r r i v e d  i n  Keelung on 3 
BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  White Beach, 
Admiral Will iam S t .  GEORGE, Commander 
F l e e t ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on 9  December 
Commendation t o  BLUE RIDGE and 
Opera t ions  "Frequent Wind" and 
of Saigon and Cambodia dur ing  t h e  
He a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  Two Armed Forces 

from t h e  CTF-76 s t a f f .  BLUE 
Decctmber f o r  a  fou r  day p o r t  v i s i t .  

Okinawa on t h e  8 th .  Vice 
Sur face  Force ,  U.S. P a c i f i c  
t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  Navy Unit  

CTF-76 f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
"Ezgle P u l l , "  t h e  emergency evacua t ion  

f i n a l  days o f  t h e  Vietnam War. 
Expedi t ionary  Medals t o  t h e  

sh2p and s t a f f  f o r  t h e  same o p e r a t i o n s .  
BLUE RIDGE l e f t  White Beach on 1 3  December 1976 f o r  Pusan, 

Korea, a r r i v i n g  on t h e  1 5 t h .  T h i s ,  t h e  t h i r d  p o r t  v i s i t  o f  t h e  
c r u i s e ,  l a s t e d  f i v e  days u n t i l  t h e  s h i p  depa r t ed  on t h e  20th.  On 
16  December t h e  Honorable Park Young So, Mayor of  Pusan; L ieu tenan t  
General K i m  Young So, Republic o f  Korea Army, and commodore K i m  
Ho You, Commander 2nd Republic o f  Korea Naval S e c t o r  command p a i d  
an o f f i c i a l  c a l l  on t h e  s h i p .  

TEle s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  White Beach on 2 2  December and remained 
t h e r e  f o r  t h e  Christmas and New Year ho l idays .  


