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1. I:n accordance w i th  r e f e r ence  ( a ) ,  s u b j e c t  r e p o r t  i s  
submit ted  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1 Janu r y  1975 through 31 Decem- 
b e r  1.9 715. 7 

a .  Command Organiza t iqn .  Commanding O f f i c e r :  Capta in  
William D .  HART, USN, through c  mplete  p e r i o d  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  9 

b .  Summary of Opera t ions .  a t  White Beach, 
Okinawa i n  January 1975, BLUE R f i n i s h e d  n e a r l y  
h a l f  of h e r  t h i r d  Western Pac i f  deployment. On 
7 January t h e  s h i p  proceeded t o S u b i c  Bay i n  t h e  Republic of  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  BLUE RIDGE r e  a ined  i n  Subic  f o r  a  12-day 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  a f t e r  which she  s ay l ed  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown 
Colo~iy of Hong Kong. Maximum a l lowable  l i b e r t y  was g ran t ed  
t o  crewmen dur ing  t h a t  6-day v i s i t .  The s h i p  l e f t  Hong 
Kong on 31 January and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  overseas  homeport 
of Okinawa on 1 February.  ~ f t e i  t e n  days i n p o r t ,  BLUE 
R I D G E  p~repared  f o r  h e r  nex t  pa s  age w i t h i n  WestPac. The 
s h i p  proceeded t o  Keelung, Taiw n  on 1 2  February and a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  Chinese Republic on 13  F b ruary .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
p o r t  c a l l  many f a m i l i e s  o f  BLUE RIDGE crewmen and of t h e  
Seventh F l e e t  Amphibious Force s t a f f  were i n v i t e d  t o  Keelung 
a s  g u e s t s .  Fami l ies  and crewme r e t u r n e d  t o  Okinawa w i t h  n t h e  s h i p  on 1 9  February.  A f t e r  ano the r  s h o r t  s t a y  i n p o r t ,  
BLUE RZDGE proceeded t o  t h e  c a p i t o l  c i t y  of  Manila i n  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  I 



This v i s i t  w a s  a  p re lude  t o  opedat ion "Sea Fox", a  
m u l t i - n a t i o n  SEAT0 e x e r c i s e .  

On lk March, a f t e r  a  y  v i s i t  t o  Manila, t h e  
s h i p  s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  "Sea e r a t i n g  a r e a .  She r e -  
mained on s t a t i o n  f o r  i t h  o t h e r  s h i p s  o f  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n ,  Engl i sh ,  Thai and P q i l i p p i n e  Navies. BLUE 
RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  Manila on 1 2  March f o r  ano ther  t h r e e -  
day v i s i t  and then  r e t u r n e d  t o  kinawa f o r  t h e  remainder 
of  March. ? 

Nearing t h e  end of  t h e  dep l  yment, BLUE RIDGE was 
o rde red  t o  proceed t o  1 nd s t a n d  off  t h e  c o a s t  of 

South suddenla; V'etnam. Leaving White B ach wi th  t h r e e  o t h e r  
amphibipus v e s s e l s ,  BLUE RIDGE 1 r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam on 
3  A p r i l ,  ready t o  a s s i s t  i n  r e f  gee evacua t ions  of  t h a t  
count ry .  Moving a long t h e  coas 1 , wi th  Rear Admiral 
D.  B.  Whitmire embarked as  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  commander, 
BLUE RIDGE coord ina ted  t h e  evacha t ion  e f f o r t .  

On 1 5  Apr i l  t h e  s h i p  procee ed t o  Subic  Bay where 
addi i t io~nal  s u p p l i e s  would be t a  en onboard. Ar r iv ing  
on 1 ' 7  A p r i l  and remaining l e s s  than  24 hours ,  t h e  
s h i p  was ordered  t o  r e t u r n  t o  ~ i e t n a m ,  where she  would 
coo rd ina t e  a  46-ship  t a s k  f o r c  i n  execut ing  t h e  wor ld ' s  
l a r g e s t  h e l i c o p t e r  evacua t ion .  PWith thousands of Americans 
V ie t inaese  and t h i r d - c o u n t r y  n a t i o n a l s  s a f e l y  aboard t h e  
evacua t ion  v e s s e l s ,  BLUE RIDGE b a i l e d  once aga in  f o r  
Subirz Elav. 

,4 r i i+ ing  i n  Subic  on 5  May,( crewmen prepared  t o  
t r a n s f e r  t h e  s t a f f  of Commander, Amphibious Forces SEVENTH 
F l e e t  t o  t h e  USS DENVER (LPD-9)l; When t h e  t r a n s f e r  had 
been campleted,  and a d d i t i o n a l  u p p l i e s  brought aboard,  
BLUE RIDGE l e f t  on 7 May f o r  Saf Diego, C a l i f o r n i a .  This 
d e p a r t u r e  would mark t h e  l a s t  passage of t h i s  Western 
P a c i f i c  deployment. Exac t ly  15 days l a t e r  t h e  s h i p  moored 
s t a r b o a r d  s i d e  t o  P i e r  6  i n  San Diego. 

Fo i  t h e  nex t  f o u r  weeks, BLUE RIDGE remained i n p o r t .  
On 2 1  June t h e  s h i p  was underway aga in .  For t h e  nex t  s i x  
days a t  s e a  BLUE RIDGE would p l ay  an important  r o l e  i n  
FLEETEX 2-75, t h e  "Mobile Sea R/angeM concept t e s t i n g  e x e r c i s e .  

Completing t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  BLUE RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  p o r t  
on 2 7  June and remained t h e r e  d n t i l  29 J u l y  when t h e  s h i p  
r e t u r n e d  t o  s e a  f o r  l o c a l  oper t i o n s .  These l o c a l  ope ra t ions  
inc luded  a  gun shoot  and missi 1 e f i r i n g  e x e r c i s e .  The s h i p  
r e t u r n e d  t o  p o r t  on 31 J u l y  b u t  was underway aga in  f o r  
most of  t h e  nex t  day f o r  a  B L U ~  RIDGE Dependent1 s Cruise .  

A f t e r  t h e  Dependent's Cru i  e ,  t h e  s h i p  remained i n p o r t  
San Diego u n t i l  24 September, It which t ime Navy s c i e n t i s t s  
and t e c h n i c i a n s  of  t h e  Naval Ship Engineering Center embarked 
i n  BLUE RIDGE be fo re  l eav ing  p d r t .  The Navy c i v i l i a n s  and 
BLUE RIDGE crewmen conducted a  d  eva lua t ed  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
a  s e r i e s  of shock t e s t s  nea r  S n  Clemente I s l a n d .  Having 
completed t h e  shock t e s t s ,  BLU RIDGE r e t u r n e d  t o  San Diego 



and remalined t h e r e  u n t i l  30 October 1975. 
A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  s h i p  s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  Long Beach Naval 

Shipyard .  BLUE RIDGE a r r i v e d  o n 3 1  October and on 1 Nov- 
ember comenced  a scheduled e i g h  -month overhau l .  

BLUE RIDGE remained i n  t h e  s i p y a r d  f o r  t h e  remainder 
o f  1975. 

1P 
I 

Copy ;to: 
C I N C P A Z C ~ L T  
COMPHIBGRUEASTPAC 
COMPHIBldON ONE 



ADDENDUM (NO. 1 

DISTINGUISHED V I S I T O R S  ~ U R I N G  CALENDAR YEAR 1 9 7 5  

A. DATE - 6 FEB 1 9 7 5  -- 
I 

YISFTOR - - COMSERVGRU THREE ~ 
RADM JOHNSON I 

PURPOSE OF V I S I T  - O F F I C I A L  - 
I 

B. DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ENT BLUE RIDGE TO VIETNAM, 
bW?f  DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE W RE ONBOARD DURING T H I S  
&LARCH THROUGH MAY PERIOD. 3 HE MORE NOTABLE INCLUDE: 

UNIPED STATES ' AMBASSADOR ~d SOUTH VIETNAM-GRAHAM MARTIN 
I;OU!I'II VIETNAM'S V I C E  A I R  MARSHAL NUGYEN KAO KY 
C:OMMANDER, U.S.  SEVENTH FLE T ,  VICE ADMIRAL STEELE,  USN 7 

C. DATE - 2 4  JUNE 1 9 7 5  -+ ~ 
V I S I T O R  - V I C E  ADMIRAL DOYLE, COMMANDER, THIRD FLEET 

I 

PURPOSE OF V I S I T  - COMMANDE FOR P A C I F I C  M I S S I L E  RANGE 

D. DATE - 18 AUG 1 9 7 5  6 2 1  AUG 1 9 7 5  

7TISlITOR - W M  ROGERS, COMPHIBGRUEASTPAC 

PURPOSE OF V I S I T  - OF BERTHING AND 

E .  DAT'E - 2 9  AUG 1 9 7 5  -- 
V I S I T O R  - CAPT R.N. COWGDON COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS 

SQUADRON ONE 1 
I 

I'UWPOSE OF V I S I T  - O F F I C I A L  PERSONNEL INSPECTION ~ 
F .  :IDA'I'E - 1 JULY 1 9 7 5  

I- 

V I S I T O R  - CAPT R.N. CONGDON COMPHIBRON ONE I 
G .  DATE - 2 8  OCT 1 9 7 5  .- 

I 

V I S I T O R  - COMMANDER, LANDIN FORCE TRAINING COMMAND F 
P U V O S E  OF V I S I T  -  OFFICIAL^ 



ADDENDUM do. 2 

UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENTS AND V E R ~ I C A L  REPLENISHMENTS FOR 1 9  7 5  

A. ' DATE - 9 JAN 1 9 7 5  -- I 
TYPE - UNREP 6 VERTREP -- I 

SHIP - USS MARS ( F S - 1 )  -- 
B. -- DATE - 6 FEB 1 9 7 5  I 

TYP'E - VERTREP -- 
SHI!P - VERTREP WAS ACCOMPLISHED FROM NAVY P I E R  AT 

WHITE BEACH, OKINAWA VICE ANOTHER SHIP 

C. IDATE - 1 4  APR 1 9 7 5  I .- 

'TYPE - VERTREP -4 

H P  - USS MARS (AFS-1 )  

D. DATE - 26 APR 1 9 7 5  

TYgE - VERTREP 

S H I P  - USS MARS (AFS-1 )  - 



ADDENDUM NO. 4 

A.  IIATF - 1 JULY 1 9 7 5  1 - 
EVENT -  SON OF LT , S H I P ' S  -- 

NAVIGATOR, BAPTI ZED O N  BOARD 

B. IIATP - 2 5  8 26 S E P  1 9 7 5  
I 

EVENT - BLUE RIDGE UNDBRGOE SHOCK TEST AT SAN CLEMENTE -- 
ISLAND 

E V T  - COMMENCED FIRST R E G ~ L A R  OVERHAUL AT LONG 
BEACH NAVAL SHIPYARE? 



ADDENDUM NO. 3  
7 

AMMUNITION EXPENDED I CALENDAR YEAR 1 9 7 5  

A. D A T  - 22 JAN 1975  - 
1 

- MOUNT 3 2  - 2  ROUNDS 1 
B .  DATF - 2 MAR 1 9 7 5  I - 

- MOUNT 3 1  - 1 6  ROUNDS 1 
C. DATE - 3  MAR 1 9 7 5  -- I 

- MOUNT 31  - 24 ROUNDS I 
D. I)ATB - 4 MAR 1 9 7 5  

I -- MDUNT 31 - 9 8  ROUNDS 

MOUNT 3 2  - 58 ROUNDS I 

E .  DATE - 5 MAR 1 9 7 5  -- I 

- MOUNT 3 1  - 58 ROUNDS 1 
- MOUNT 3 2  - 30 ROUNDS 1 

F. DATE - 1 8  MAY 1 9 7 5  I -- 
- MOUNT 3 1  - 34 ROUNDS I 

G.  DATE - 29 J U L  1 9 7 5  -+ I 
- HOUNT 3 1  - 5  ROUNDS I 

MISSLLBS - SEA SPARROW 111  FIRE^ FROM BASIC POINT MISSILE 
DEFENSE SYSTEM 

H. .DAlE - 3  AUG 1975  
I 

I 
(STARBOARD S I D E  - 1 M I S S I L E  1 

I .  DATE - 4 AUG 1 9 7 5  I 

PORT S I D E  - 1 M I S S I L E  1 




