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1974. 

Of f i ce r :  (1) Captain 

b. Summar of 0  e r a t i o  s.  The f i r s t  f i v e  weeks of 1974 
were spI'\an~ Diego. On March 11 , B L U E  RIDGE 
began v  r i o u s  t r a i n i n g  exer i s e s  along t h e  coas t  of Southern 
Ca l i fo r  i a .  

O n  3  March, BLUE RIDGEproceeded North t o  San Francisco. 
The s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  NAS Ala$eda pn 15 March and remained a t  
t h i s  p o r t  of c a l l  f o r  e i g h t '  days Training exerc ises  were 
again cdnducted on t h e  r e t u t n  t o  San Diego. The two-day 
journey found BLUE RIDGE batk  i n h e r  homeport on 24 March. 
Later ,  qhe s h i p  was selectedl t o  render a  21-gun s a l u t e ,  on 
Ju ly  4 ,  i n  recogni t ion  of oQr National Independence. BLUE 
RIDGE l d f t  p o r t  again on 19 J u l y  f o r  l o c a l  opera t ions  and r e -  
turned t h a t  same evening. 

Om a 2  J u l y ,  BLUE RIDGE $ e t  a  course f o r  the  P a c i f i c  Miss i l e  
Range i q  p repara t ion  t o  t e s t  f i r e  our newly i n s t a l l e d  Basic 
Point  Mqssile Defense System. I t  was success fu l ly  t e s t e d  and 
BLUE IRIIIGE re turned  t o  San h e g o  on t h e  27th of Ju ly .  

With our t h i r d  Western ?ac i f$c  deployment drawing c l o s e r ,  
BLUE R I a G E  l e f t  San Diego o$ 29 u l y  with observers  from the  
F l e e t  Tdaining Group. A f t e t  com l e t i n g  t h i s  period of Refresher 
Trainin#,  t h e  sh ip  re turned  t o  S  1 n Diego on 2 August. 



Local  o p e r a t i o n s  were ~ e s u m e d  on 5 August and t h e  s h i p  
rema5ged a t  s e a  u n t i l  8 Aug s t ,  excep t  f o r  mooring o v e r n i g h t  a t  
NAS Nor th  I s l a n d .  BLUE RIDGE remained i n p o r t  San Diego from 
9 August t o  4 September. 

U 
A d d i t i o n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  deployment s e n t  BLUE RIDGE on 

l o c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  once a g a i n  from 5 t o  1 2  September. The 
3I1X50 C a l i b e r  gun mounts webe t e s t  f i r e d  w i t h  a s h o r e  bom- 
bardment on San Clemente I s ~ l a n d .  

On 8 and 9 October,  t h e  l a s t  a t - s e a  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  s h i p  
w a s  t o  dep loy ,  v a r i o u s  t r a i Q i n g  e x e r c i s e s  were executed.  These 
e x e r c i s e s  would p u t  t h e  s h i p  i n  f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t r a n s -  
P a c i f i c  voyage. 

S t e  i ng  i n  fo rma t ion  w i t h  UBUQUE, VANCOUVER and THOMASTON, 
BLUE RI GE l e f t  f o r  P e a r l  %rho , Hawaii on  18  October.  

On r 4 October 1974, t h e  fo l l owing  b u r i a l  a t  s e a  n o t a t i o n  
was e n t b r e d  i n  t h e  s h i p l s  Dleck og:  "The o f f i c e r s  and men o f  
t h e  USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC-19), d i  1 s c a t t e r ,  a t  s e a ,  t h e  remains of  
Cap ta in  John Madden Wright,  USN, (Ret .)  . I 1  The ceremony took 
p l a c e  142 m i l e s  Eas t  of Honolul , Hawaii. 

A s  BLUE RIDGE e n t e r e d  Piearl Harbor on 25 October ,  honors 
were r e ~ d e r e d  t o  USS ARIZONb. 

4 
Yokosuka, Japan  would ble oud f i r s t -  f o r e i g n  p o r t  of  c a l l .  

Enroute  t o  Yokosuka, BLUE RIIDGE c ro s sed  t h e  180 th  Mer id ian  
and e n t e r e d  t h e  domain of  t h e  Golden Dragon. When t h e  s h i p  
a r r i v e d  on 6 November, t h e  Commander of  Amphibious Forces  SEVENTH 
F l e e t ,  Rear Admiral D ,B .  Whiitmire, USN, embarked BLUE RIDGE w i th  
h i s  s t a f f  from t h e  USS CLEl$LAND. With COMPHIBFORCESEVENTHFLT 
aboard,  BLUE RIDGE l e f t  Yokpsuka f o r  White Beach, Okinawa. 

The s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  h e r  ove r sea s  homeport on 10  November. 
We remained a t  White Beach f o r  1 3  days t hen  g o t  underway f o r  
Subic Bay i n  t h e  Republ ic  of  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  BLUE RIDGE s p e n t  
two days i n  Subic  Bay b e f o r ~ e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a j o i n t  U ,  S. - 
Philippine e x e r c i s e ,  code-npmed "Bayanihan." A s  p a r t  o f  our  
community r e l a t i o n s  e f f o r t ,  BLUE RIDGE d i spa t ched  a C iv i c  Act ion  
Team t o  t h e  sma l l  town of  Pblua . There,  BLUE RIDGE crewmen 
repairedl  and p a i n t e d  t h e  Totwn H 11 a n d ' p u b l i c  School,  A medical  
team wa$ a l s o  s e n t  t o  provijde m d i c a l  and d e n t a l  c a r e  t o  t h e  
r e s i d e n t s .  Before complet ibg t e o p e r a t i o n ,  a n  impor tan t  towing 
e x e r c i s e  w a s  conducted.  Thle r e s c u e  and s a lvage  s h i p ,  RECLAIMER, 
towed t h i s  19 ,000- ton  s h i p ,  whi i h was s imu la t i ng  a complete l o s s  
o f  power. The towing l a s t e ~ d  f o ~  s e v e r a l  m i l e s .  

BtLUE RIDGE proceeded baick t o (  Subic  Bay and a r r i v e d  t h e r e  on 
10 December. BLUE RIDGE relturndd t o  White Beach. Okinawa on 2 1  
December where s h e  s p e n t  
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A-D 
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS D ~ R I N G  CALENDAR YEAR 1974 

I 

A. DATE - 8 FEB 74 
I 

VISITO$S - Rear Admiral WOQDS, Commander, Cruiser  D e s t r ~ y e r  

Forces,  Pacifici; Brigadier General McCULLOCH, 

Commander, Landbng Force Training Command; Rear 

Admiral STOCKDALE, commander, Anti-submarine 

Warfare, P a c i f i c ;  Rebr Admiral FROST, Commander, 
I 

Submarine Group FIVEI; Admiral WE1 SNER, Commander - 
in-Chief ,  Pacifkc ~ l l e e t  

PURPOSE OF VISIT - OfficiaP - 
B. DATE - 19 FEB 74 - 

VISITO$S- - - Secre tary  of thb ~ a v y ;  Commander, Amphibious 
I 

Forces,  Pac i f i c , ;  ~ o d a n d e r ,  Naval A i r  Forces, 

P a c i f i c  ; Commander, Submarine Group FIVE 

PURPOS OF YISIT -- 
C.  DATE - 25 FEB 74 

- Official .  

VISITORS -- - Naval Attache of the,  Spanish Navy; Commanding 

Off icer  , JUAN SBBAST~IAN DE ELCANO , Spanish Navy 

PURPOSE - O f f i c i a l  Tour 

D. DATE - 15 MAR 74 -. , 

VISI% - - Rear Admiral CAWODY, Commandant, TWELFTH Naval 

D i s t r i c t  

PURPOS* OF YISIT - OfficiaL Tour - 

I - ---- + Enclosure (1) 



ADDENDUM NO. 1' Continued) B 
DATE - 24 MAR 74 - 
VISITORS - Commander, ~ p h q b i o u s  Group, Eas te rn  P a c i f i c ;  

Commander, Crui e r  Destroyer Forces ,  P a c i f i c  ; 

Commander, Subm r i n e  Group FIVE 

PWPOSE OF VISIT - 
F. DATE - 2 6  JUN 74 

VISITORS - Ghana's Amblassador t o  t h e  U.S.; Vice Admiral 

SALZER, Comander , Amphibious Forces ,  P a c i f i c  

PURPOSE OF YISIT - O f f i c i a l  Tour 

G .  ' DATE - 18 SEPT 74 - 
VISITOR - Vice Admira~l SA ZER, Commander, Amphibious Forces,  i 

P a c i f i c  I 

I 

PYPOSE OF VISIT - O f f , i c i a l  i n spec t ion  of s h i p  p r i o r  t o  ~ 

H. DATE - 30aSEPT 74 

VI$ITORS - S i r  Edward Ashmore, Her Majesty 's  F i r s t  Sea Lord; 1 
Commandant ,. ELEVENTH Naval D i s t r i c t  ; Commander, 

Amphibious Forces ,  P a c i f i c  

PU$POSE OF, VISIT - O f f l i c i a l  Tour 

YI$ITOR - Commander, ~ a v a l  Forces ,  Japan 

PURPOSE OF VISIT - ~ f f i c i a l i  

J. DATE - 4 DEC 74 - 
VISITOR - Phi l ipp ine  Secr t a r y  of  Defense e 
PURPOSE OF YISIT - O f f  i c ia l i  

I 

Enclosure (1) 



UNDERW,&Y REPLENISHMENTS AND VERTICAL REPLENISHMENTS FOR 1974 
I 

A. DA'PE - 7 AUG 74 1 -- 
I 

SHIP - USS CAMDEN (AOE-2) I -- 
I 

*Two lUNREPS were accomplished with CAMDEN this date. 

B. DATE - 8 AUG 74 - 
TYPE - UNREP -- 
SHIP - USS GUADALUPE (AO-32) ~ -- 

C. DATE - 21 OCT 74 -- , 
I 

TYPE - UNREP (Training ~xercibe) -- 
SHIP - USS THOMASTON (LSD-28) I -- 
DATE - 9 NOV 74 -- 
TYPE - VERTREP -- 
SHIP - USS MARS (FS-1) -- 
DATE - 9 NOV 74 -- 
TYPE - UNREP -- 
SHIP - USS PASSUMPSIC -- 

F. DA'I'E - 30 NOV 74 -- 
TYPE - UNREP -- 
SHIP - USS TOLOVANA (AO-64) I 

G. DA'I'E - 1 DEC 74 -- 
- VERTREP 

SHIP - USS MARS (FS-1) -- 
I 

H. DATE - 7 DEC 74 -- 
TYPE - UNREP -- 
SHIP - USS TOLOVANA (AO-64) 1 -- 

I 
I 

I Enclosure (2) 



A. DATE - 1 3  MAR 74 -- 
- MOQNT 3 1  - 50 rounds 

- MOQNT 3 2  - 4 6  rounds 

B .  DATE - 1 9  APR 7 4  
--I 

- MOQNT 3 1  - 1 0  rounds 

I .  DATE - 2 2  NOV 74 

- MOUNT 3 1  - 7 6  rounds 

- MOUNT 3 2  - 56 rounds 

' J .  DATE - 3 DEC 7 4  ~ - 
~ - MOUNT 3 1  - 1 7  rounds 
I 

- MOUNT 3 2  - 1 0  rounds 1 - MOUNT 32  - 3 rounds 

C .  DATE - 7 AUG 74 -- 
- M O ~ J N T  3 1  - 48 rounds 

- MOIJNT 3 2  - 4 2  rounds ~ 
D. DATE - 7 SEP 74 -- 

- MOWT 3 2  - 1 0  rounds 

E .  DATE - 9 OCT 7 4  -- 
- MOWT 3 1  - 25  rounds 

- MOUNT 3 2  - 25  rounds 

F .  DATE - 23 OCT 7 4  -- 
- MOl/.INT 3 1  - 6 rounds 

- MOVNT 3 2  - 6 rounds 

G .  DATE - 26 OCT 7 4  -- - 

- MOUJNT 3 1  - 6 rounds 

- MOWT 3 2  - 25 rounds 

H .  DATE - 29 OCT 74 -- 
- MOONT 3 1  - 1 0  rounds 

- MOWT 3 2  - 1 0  rounds 
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