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1. Command Comwsition and Organization. 
Mission: To be ready to win the next war at sea. be ready to conduct prompt and sustained combat 

operations at sea, executing assigned safely, and decisively in support of our national 
policy objective. 

in Command: Captain P. J. Squadron TWENTY-ONE. 
cer: Commander D. 

Sun Diego, California. 

2. Chronolom. , 
January 13, 1997 January 15, 1997 
January 16, 1997 
February 7, 1997 February 9, 1997 
February 13, 199 - February 15, 1997 
February 25, 199 i - February 28,1997 
March 4, 1997 - $arch 13, 1997 
April 8, 1997 - April 10, 1997 
April 16, 1997 - April 18, 1997 
April 28, 1997 - May 9, 1997 
May 18, 1997 - May 21, 1997 
June 17, 1997 -June 19, 1997 
June 20, 1997 
June 26, 1997 - J ne 27, 1997 
July 7, 1997 - Jul 11, 1997 
July 14, 1997 - A gust 13, 1997 
August 19, 1997 August 25, 1997 

August 29, 1997 

1 
August 25, 1997 4 August 26, 1997 

September 2, 1997 
September 8, 1997 
September 101, 1997 
September 12, 1997 - September 16, 1997 
September 18, 19 7 - September 23, 1997 
September 291, 19 7 
September 30, 19 7 
September 3 1, 19 7 - January 4, 1997 
October 2, 1997 - October 8, 1997 i 
October 16, 1997 I- October 19, 1997 

t - Cabo Sun Lucas, M X  
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December 13: 19 7 - December 16, 1997 Port I 

December 24,. 19 7 i Chief 
December 24, 19 7 - December 26, 1997 Port I 

December 28: 19 7 - December 3 1, 1997 Port I 

December 3 1: 199/7 FIKT 

3. Narrative. 
13-15, USS BENFOLD (L 

involved a three-day, lar 
shock tests. This prc 

Ammunition On1 ad. On January 16, BENFOLD ( 

This intense evol 3 tion was BENFOLD'S second mq 
ammunition, I'nclqding Standard Missiles, were loa, 

JTFEX 97- 1 (IOP OR). JTFLX was a warfare exer 
force against the k SS CONSTELLATION battlegro 

Tailored Shipboa Training Availability - Phase I1 
TSTA 11 was the s cond event in BENFOLD S Basic 
(A TG) concesrtrat d on parallel training by the con 
Integrated Tvaini 1 g Team QTT) and the Damage C 
Combat Systems $raining Team (CSTT) led by the ( 

(ETT/ECCV) led by the Chief Engineer, and the S 
All areas were ev$luated as satisfactory or better. 

Hunter Warrior Ebercise. During March 4-13, 199 
Naval ~~erat ' ionss~onsored event HUNTER WARl 
Tomahawk Weapcjns Control System allowing us to 
high frequency sakellite communications, BENFOL 
away. In less thud three minutesfrom call, the shi] 
assistedprojectil~ in flight. Even though no live or 
arsenal ship conchpt. 

The Final Evalu~ 
of the BENFOLD 's overall ope 

to be outstanding in a 

NSFS - FIREX TYT. BENFOLD went back 
Qualflcation. w e r  two days, the gun teams shot c 

adiness Review (CSRR). CSRR 
on a two to three year periodic 

ability and self-suflciencj 
their capability, and er 
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- Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Vaval Operations visit 
- Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
- Bahrain 
Ieet Awards Ceremony 

; 65) executed its first deperming at the Magnetic Silencing 
intensive process of wrapping electrical cabling around the 
a calibrates the ship's internal degaussing system to reduce 

laded weapons at Naval Weapons Station, Seal Beach, CA. 
training ammunition onload. Over 50,000 rounds of 
onboard in a safe and expeditious manner. 

in which BENFOLD participated as part of the opposing 
n preparation for deployment. 

'STA 111). Conducted from February 25 to February 28, 
aining Phase. This inspection by the Afloat Training Group 
nd's training teams. The command's training teams are the 
.ol Training Team (DCTT,) led by the Executive Oflcer, 
 bat Systems Oflcer, the Engineering Training Team 
!anship Training Team (STT) led by the Operations Oflcer. 

BENFOLD was selected to be a test platform in the Chief of 
R. The ship was outfitted with an advanced experimental 
da te  an arsenal ship. Using state of the art, extremely 
nswered digital call for fires from Marines over 100 miles 
luld have a simulated Tomahawk or experimental rocket 
wce was fired, the simulated computer models proved the 

1 Problem was conducted April 8-10, 1997 and provided 
onal readiness. Battle readiness and and Training Team 
'eas. 

?a April 16-18, 1997 for Naval Surface Fire Support (NSFS) 
160 rounds and scored an overall 96 percent score. 

: conductedfrom April 28 to May 9, 1997 by FTSCPAC. 
ind is designed to provide onboard maintenance training to 
sist and train ship's force in correcting identified equipment 
e the ship's combat system is in its highest readiness state 
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Petty Officer , age 24, of . Petty Officer  thanked Master Chief Hagan 
specifically for his work in establishing single sailor VHA and BAQ for Second Class Petty Officers. From Petty 
Officer e, "We just wanted to let him know that we appreciated all the work he did for junior sailors. It was 
great to be able t~ thank him personally." The CNO spoke to the crew and thanked them for sacrflcing their 
holiday season to be in the Arabian Gulfwhile ing a vital role. Admiral Johnson reminded the crew of 
BENFOLD, "wha4 you do out here is to our navy and its important to our country. " 

Fifth Fleet Award/; Ceremony. Excelling in 
deployment, persdnnel were recognized by 
in support of Opetations SOUTHERN 
earned B E N F O L ~  a reputation were awarded the FIITH Fleet 
Navy and Marine  corps Medal, Letter of 
Commendation ofi BENFOLD'S MEF 
Deployment in F I ~ H  Fleet AOR. 

I 

4. Biography of former commanding offlcer - Co ander Mark E. Ferguson 111. 

CDh! Fe uson was born in . Raised in Maryland, he is a distinguished graduate 
of the United Stat s Naval Academy, where h elor of Science Degree in Systems Engineering. T Upon gradua.tion, he received the National s of the American Revolution awards for the highest 
standing in weapons systems studie 

Following graduation, Comman 1 nuclear propulsion training. His sea 
assignments have been both the Atlantic n the nuclear-guided Missile cruiser USS 
SOUTH CARmOLlNA (CGN 3 7), the ai WER (CVN 69), and the destroyer 
USS FIFE (DD 991). His operationa erations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. 

Ashore, he has served Assignment Officer 
(PERS-412N) and as the Assistant Su IA). His most resent assignment 
was to the ~ecretdry of the Navy e Affairs, where he was responsible for providing liaison to 
the House and ~ e F t e  Armed Se d shipbuilding programs. In 
1984, Comm~rndei; Ferguson gradua ate School, earning a Master of 
Science degree in i Computer Scienc ir Force Command and Staff 
College. 

His decokations include th dation Medal, the Navy 
Achievement ~ e d p l ,  and various unit awards an 

Cornmanper Ferguson is married to the  They have 
two children, . 

5. Biography of current comman&ng officer - com4ander D. Michael Abrashoff 

Commander Donald Michael in . He is a 1982 graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy. His was in the USSALBERT DAVID (FFG 1050) where 
he sewed as ~Zommunications Upon completion of Department 
Head School, he was ordered he sewed as Combat Systems Officer. His 
second tour was s Combat During this tour, he participated in 
Operation DESE 4 T Officer in USS SHILOH (CG 67) which 
also deployed to $outhwest ~ s i a .  
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Comman er Abrashofserved ashore as Ai 
Western Pac(fic/ (P  ommander Surface Combatant Fo 
Seventh Fleet in Subic Bay, RP. In Washington, D.( 
Officer Shore Coordinator and Cruiser Destroyer A 
Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, the E; 

~ommanber Abrashoff's personal awards i 
Service Medad, fo#r Navy and Marine Corps Comm 
Achievement Medvl, various Campaign and Service 
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and Flag Lieutenant to Commander, Naval Surface Group 
e Seventh Fleet and Commander Logistics Support Force 
he sewed as a Surface Warfare Assignment Officer, Junior 

rntic Fleet Placement Officer. Additionally, he served as the 
lorable William J. Perry. 
lude the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Meritorious 
dation Medals, and one Navy and Marine Corps 
fedals and four Battle "E" Awards for shipboard excellence. 

1. M. ABRASHOFF ' I 




