
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

FW NEW YORK 00-4-1 707 
J 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

5757 
Ser LRY~-NAV/~& 
1 August 1988 

F r m  m n d i n g  Officer, USS ALISTIN (LRT4) 
To: Director of Mval History (OP-O9W), Washington Navy Yard, Washington, DC 

Subj: 1987 (IldvVW HISKRY KR USS WSTIN (-4) 

Ref: (a)OFfW/INST5750.12D 

Encl: (1) Welcome Aboard ParPhlet 
(2)  Camand History 19.87 Chronology - 
( 3 )  Camand History 1987 Narrative 
(4) Current Ship's Photo 

1. As required by reference (a), the 1987 Camrand History for USS WSTIN (-4) is 
forwarded. 

Copy to: 
cX?vM-IIrn ?WELVE 



USS WSTIN UMMD HI STtXY ' 87 

JAN 1-31 IRtDXK PIANW3 RES'IRICTED AVAILABILITY (DRZAV) AT 1VXSHIKD 

SHIPYARD. WRK OX%ETED INLLDED: IUNJN'INS KR!XYU?D UDSE IN 

WAEWS SYSTEM MXW (CIWS) , INSTALLATICN CF AN UWEWATER KIW, 

CATH3DIC  ION S Y S m ,  W I N S ,  REPAIRINS AN3 REPLP(=INS BCTIH 

!DtWS AN3 HJLL SPII\DBLASTIK AhD PAINTIK, AN3 INSTALLATICN 

CF N 3  AFFF FIREFIWIK SYSTEM. 

JAN 23 LIQIT-CFF BOILERS 

JAN 26 Di]CK -RIALS MiyIIPOO SHIPY' 

FEB 5 SIUTED WEIWAY (FAST CRUISE) 

FEB 11 WEIWAY VIRGINIA CAPES OPERATIPG AREA 

FEB 11-12 S'IEPMINS 1-Y VICINITY VIRGINIA CAPES. CXMTETED 

RESlRICIED AVAILABILITY. a N l K X J 3  IYMGE (XNlKL DRILLS, 0WRAL 

QARTERS, Alr9MW (MREmm. 

FEB 12-13 PErMJiFD AT WIS(EY AKXRKE FCR CNDDINS ~ I T I O I N  

FEB 14-23 MXXED PCXTSIDE 7 0  PIER 7, MVAL STATICN KRKLK, VA 

FEB 23-26 WXR#AY CINlKTIPG SIX? EFITXT FCR IBT FIWINS VESSEL DELlRES 

MIE. 
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FEB 26- MXRED PCRTSIDE l0 PIER 2 ,  IWVAL STATICN NRKlK, VA 

m 8  

m 3  c3mxx~ C X ~ A T  s y s m  m~ms REVIEW 

9-17 UCEMAY VIRGINIA CAPE5 OPERATING AREA FU't MIBICILIS REFIRA. 

CRILLS (3xlaED I-: AlMNm SHIP, M4N WERKYWD, GEN3AL 

QJARERS, S~mIffimsuxn, ~NQJWERS, WELL DECK - SAUL BQ~T 

OPERATIaVS AN3 W I C  ffiIREFRIffi c7sux-m m EmcISES. 

MR 17 ANlfERED JA-7 VICINITY CF ClWEPElKE M Y  B R I m  RN'EL DUE ?D SEMilE 

mTl€R OCF\DITIrn. 

hMR 18 M3CRFD PIER 15 KRTH, IWVAL PEvlRiIBIaJS BASE, LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

REPDY m ffi. 

WR 23 - a=NX]CTED I M V  WITH S M ,  LITTLE CREEK 

AF'R 12 

MW 31 USM= HABITABILITY INSPKTICN 

APR 13 UTEINAY l3WLXE K R K l W l  MVAL WWXS STATICN, YCRKXXN, VA 

AF'R 15 CMF'LETED CMDD 
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APR 16 UJXRNAY ENXUl'E N4B LITlZE GEEK, VA 

A R  27 - m A Y  FCR M4K 3-87 UltXIQlPS 

MAY 19 

APR 28 UWEFNAY EIWimE lUEKIDRICANWP52EA 

MAY 4-6 PKKRED W F  VIEQUES I S W  (3XiETINC; MIBICUS OPWTICNS 

MAY I 1  U\DERWAY EMME MREIWD CITY, N= 

MAY 18 MXREDhK#3E43CITY, N = ~ ~ W ~ M P R I ~ ~ S .  

=WAY EN?SXTE NIB LITTLE CREFK, VA 

MAY 19 - MXRFD WALL EAST N4B LITTLE CREEK, VA KR R3l PERICD 

JW 18 

XN 18 W A Y  EMME KREI-6W CITY, N= 

X N  19 MDED hKRJ3BD CITY, N=. EMWXED M I N E  EUMlWS OF tWUJ 24 ICW AMG 

3-87. 
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nr\r 19-30 LNE€NAYHWXJTE~A, SPAIN 

JUL, 1-3 PlNCHJRED INKRT m A ,  SPAIN KR IbED 1~~ TWCWR 

JUL 3-4 M3CRED PIER 1 ROTA, SPAIN 

JUL4 LNXWAY/FTIM ROTA, SPAIN KR PDVAKE OPERATICNS IN SUPKFtT 

CF SIERRA DE RETIN SPPNISH FHIEEX. 

n]L 5-8 S I m  DE RETIN SPANISH FHIBD( 

JUL8 ENTER AEDI- lI-RU SIRAICHTS OF GIBRALTAR EMXT'E CENlRAL 

m1-. 

XL 11 WSTIN DETKHED TO HiOCEED TO NPZES KR REPAIRS ID N-M3ER CI\E BOILm 

SIDEWAWL TUBES. 

JUL 13 - MZD M3CRED NLUPLES, ITALY LMELla3INf; BOILEX REPAIRS, INZIIDIIJI; 'WE 

ffi 10 OF 39 SIWALL ?UBES IN lUM3FR C N  BOILER. 

A U S 5  C F - 6 1 I C F - 6 2  USS PUSTIN (-4). 

ffi 16-22 PM-KRED VICINITY CF EL I-MMW, EmPT CKNXTINS OF'EE?ATICN B R I W  

STM 87. 
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PLlS 22-24 W A Y  E T W l J E  PlLaJSTA BAY, SICILY (NDD CF SIX CH-46's PN3 

HbM 263 DET PEFENEL. 

ffi 24 MXRED MVY FUELINS PIJ3, W;LISTA BAY SICILY 

K G  24-27 m A Y m H I I F A ,  ISRAELKRKRT VISITAWRAVATTW ISRAEL 

MTICtWL S H I W . .  CNXYIC) W 263 DET PQGUWX. 

ffi 27 - MIRED ISRAEL SHIPYARD LlD. KISICN H4RBCR, HIFA, ISRAEL. 

SEP 14 

SEP 4 U.S. fYvlMssm m 1s- QamWD. 

SEP 11 RIQSPBXIVE (XhM4N3INS CFFICER CAPT S. D. WTAR ARRIVES CTBCYWD. 

SEP 14 - UWERMAY KR E X E I S E  DISPLAY DETERMINATICN '87, ElWUE CAPO TELlLA119 

SEP 19 -1NIA S?EPMINS IN CKWAIW WITH USS LPMXRE (LST-1194) N 3  

USS SPL;IM (LST-1188). O K  IS C33WIEPZCN SIX EW4?KED CN USS AUSTIN 

(LPII4). 

SEP 19 AOKRED CFF CAPO TELlLAD9 SM3INIA 

SEP 20-25 Q3NXT=T E E K I S E  DISPZAY DETEWMIMTICN '87. 
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SEP 23 C4PT R. S. 5MIlH IS RELIEVED BY CAPT S. D. W T N ?  AS -INS 

CFFICFR, USS PlJSTIN ( I m - 4 ) .  

SEP 23 UQE3WAY I SE IUt ffiINEERINS TRAININS IAW ~1~ SIX N I W  

INrENI'IaVS. 

SEP 24 4ivamED PT GLILFO DI TEUAW SiWDINIA 

SEP 25 UWENAY ISE KR TRAININS IAW a M W I m  SIX N I W  INTENHaVS. 

SEP 25 - NiXXED PT GLILfi) DI TEUIAD9 SPRDINIA 

SEP 26 

SEP 26 - UWERN'AY E N 3 l E  m S T A  MY, SICILY DISPLAY DEmINATICN '87 -AIL 

SEP 28 CUWENNX FIR AEGEAV SEA W E .  STEPMI% IN CXIR4WWIlH USS SPEIGX 

(RWE (LSD-32) , USS LPIMXIRE OXr\TTY (LST- 1194) , AN3 USS SXINrW ( S T -  

1188). CTIY: IS ~I~ SIX - CN USS WSTIN (LPD-4). 

SEP 28 AKHRED W S T A  MY, SICILY. 

SEP 28 - WXRNAY E l K U l E  IXWWEY, TRKEY IAW 03UIXT'I-FLT CJJMEILY OP 

OCT3 SHEIlLE ?O PARTICIPATE IN CPERATICN DI SPIAY DE-INATICN. 

0 3 3  N X R E D  VICINITY lDXMEY, TRKEY KR IWEARSAL W I G  AN3 W I N S  

awEmmz. 
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OCT 4-11 AKHRED VICINITY SARDS -1, IUKEY. PARTICIPATIN; IN OPERATICN 

DISmAY ElERhdIMTION. ~ 

ax- 3-4 UUXWAy ENKUE SMOS BAY, 

s u E m L E  

a x 9  WJXRSVAY VICINITY SMDS 

CF DISPLAY DETl3MIMTICN. 

TCRKEY IAW OZMSIl(l'HFLT QJARTERLY OP 

OCT 11-14 l N 3 B N A Y ~ K U J S T A  , SICILY IAWCMSIXIWLTW!3HEElLEKR 

UJm-EP/llIwXER. IN aM?4W WIlH USS LPMXRE QXNPT (LST- 

1194) AN) USS ( -32)  (XC IS CKbWIBEICN SIX CN USS 

NSTIN (LH3-4). 

OCT 14-16 hCClEJ3 MX) PIER W S T A  q, SICILY ClJUlET TRNXER WIM hWG 4-87 

WITS. ~ 

OCT 18-29 MXREDDICIJEDELOESTE, K JE KRO PI P M  JE MWXRCA, SPAIN 

KR PCXT VISIT/RAV WIlH (AS-18). 

OCT 16- 18 W A Y  ENKUE PALM DE 
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N h L U X A ,  SPAIN IAW OCMS IXTIf.ZT QJARTERLY OP 

-E. STEPMIN; WIT4 UqS IAKUE OXNW (LST- 1194) AW USS S P I m  

CKlE (-32). OK IS CTC/ 61.9 EMMRKED USS KnTIN (LID-4). 



OCT 28-30 W A Y  WJIA, SPAIN FU3 W m .  

( I T  30- 31 iWRED EKTA, SPAIN. 

NX 1-12 UWRWAY rn mvmm CITY, ~s IAW --T ~ T E R L Y  OPS 

XEDJLE.  STEPMINS IN 03PANY WIT4 USS S P I W  CROVE (LSD-32) , USS 

LPMXRE 0lNI"Y (LST-11941, USS XINAW (LST-1188). CrrC IS CTU 22.1.2 

EMWWD USS AUSTIN (LPD-4). 

ra' 11 C H - 4 6 D / W  263 DET DEBPlRKED C N S D  BAY. 

ra' 12 MXRED blRBEJD CITY, PC. DEsCWKED M I N E  JiXEWiNS CF W 24. 

NX 12-13 ~ A Y ~ :  LITTLECREEK, VA IAWOCMSBDDFLTOPSLHELXILE, 

OFFRATINS ISE. IS CN 22.1.2 EMWHGD USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

W 13 - M3CREDwWALL IWVAL M I B I C U S  BASE, LITTLE-, VA FQST 

DEL3 31 lEPKmBW LEAVE PN) WKEW. 
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USS PUSTIN aM4VD HIS7CRY ' 87 NlRRATIVE 

 he year 1987 was an exciting and challenging one in the long and illustrious 

service life of the USS PUSTIN (-4). The year began with the WSTIN in drydock 

at NRSHITOD Shipyard in Norfolk, VA, undergoing a Drydock Planned Restricted 

Availability or DPRAV. Work cunpleted included remounting and Iwering the forward 

closed in weapons system mount (CIWS), installation of an underwater hull cathodic 

protection system, ranoving, repairing and replacing both screws and rudders, 

sandblasting preserving and painting the hull and the installation of a new AFFF 

fire fighting system. 

WSTIN cunpleted the availability on time and was underway for sea trials 11 

February 1987. Upon the successful cargletion of sea trials, and an am-m onload at 

Wiskey Anchorage, WSTIN was moored Naval Station Norfolk, 23 February 1988, when 

she was directed to sortie to assist in the S!R effort for the lost fishing vessel 

DEXRES M I E .  WSTIN was underway for three days assisting various units of the 

Atlantic Fleet and the U.S. Coast Guard in the unsuccessful search and rescue 

effort. 

WSTIN returned to Norfolk on 26 February and prepared for a scheduled canbat 

systm readiness review or CSRR. The CSE4R was conducted on 3 March and NSTIN was 

found to be satisfactory. 

01 9 March, WSTIN was underway operating in the Virginia Capes area conducting 

anphibious refresher training. Drills including abandon ship, rmn overboard, 

general quarters, steering casualty, gun quarters and well deck/srrall boat 

operations were conducted as the crew of the PJJSTIN worked thanselves back into 

underway form. The engineering departmnt also used this training tim to it's 

advantage by drilling all umtchstanders during regularly scheduled basic 

engineering casualty control exercises. 

WSTIN pulled into the Naval Rrghibious Base Little Creek, VA on 18 krch 1987, 

and began preparations for an IWV with SIM9 Little Creek, conducted 23 March - 12 
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& r i l e  During the I W  period AUSTIN also sucessfully underwent a Canrand 

Inspection and a U X  Habitability Inspection. 

~ollwing an m and L-Form onload at Naval Weapons Station Yorktown VA, April 

13-16 MISTIN was underway 27 April-19 M y  for W&/LF6F Blue-Green water wrhps. 

The first stop in the voyage south to the Puerto Rican Op area was Morehead 

City, N3 where the PJJSTIN embarked elements of W 24. Then it was south to 

Vieques Island and the HM4 to conduct anphibious operations in conjunction with 

the workups. Upon cunpletion of the MG workups PUSTIN entered Roosevelt Roads, 

Puerto Rico for a washdown/backload prior to returning to the United States. Ch 11 

M y ,  AUSTIN was underway enroute Morehead City, PC. After the carpletion of 

3-87 16 M y ,  AUSTIN arrived in Morehead City, N3 on 18 M y  to offload all embarked 

rrarine elements. Olce the offload was carplete later that day AUSTIN was underway 

and headed for hane. 

Frm 19 M y  to 18 June PJJSTIN was moored to the quay wall Little Creek, VA for a 

pre-overseas movement period (FC') , for upkeep and leave prior to deploymnt . 
Ch 18 June the long awaited day arrived and as fanily and well wishers looked on 

the AUSTIN left for its Mediterranean deplovnt. 

The first stop was Morehead City, PC on 19 June to errbark elenents of W 24. 

Upon carpletion of the onload AUSTIN was underway enroute Rota, Spain. 

Ol 30 June PLISTIN choped to C1IXLISNWY.R London, UK and on 1 July anchored 

inport Rota for the Mediterranean inchop and turnover with hMK/L,F6F 2-87. 01 4 

July, NSTIN embarked Spanish rrarines and was underway f ran Rota for advance force 

operations in support of Sierra De Retin Spanish Phibex. Fran 5-8 July AUSTIN 

conducted mhibious landings and training ashore in conjunction with Spanish 

forces at Sierra Del Retin. 

WSTIN entered the Mediterranean through the Straights of Gibraltar enroute to 

the central Mediterranean on 8 July. 

Ch 11 July, PUSTIN was detached and ordered to Naples, Italy to undergo repairs 

to the sidewall tubes in nunber one boiler. PLISTIN was rned moored in Naples fran 

13 July-10 August while 39 sidewall tubes were replaced in nunber one boiler, due 
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to oxygen pitting. 

I)uring this period MaSIC; 3-87 was reconf igured in order to meet U.S. carmibnents 

in the ~ersian Gulf and CTF-SIX CW/CTF-SIX TUO arJMrked on NSTIN 5 August. Ch 11 

August, ALlSTIN sailed frunNaples enroute Egypt for operation Bright Star Phiblex. 

Frcm 16-22 August, ALlSTIN was anchored in the vicinity of El Harman, ~gypt 

participating in Qeration Bright Star '87. While at anchor ALJSTIN hosted 

CD!JSWFWNT and OCMSIXIHFL" onboard to visit CTF-SIX W/CTF-SIX m. AUSTIN also 

anbarked an Egyptian ranger ccrnpany with canbat rubber raiding craft and hosted the 

US Rrbassador to Egypt who landed on the beach in LQ] 1644 as a part of assault 

wave five. Operation Bright star was deemed a sucess and the crew of the ALlSTIN 

found it very challenging and educational working closely with the Egyptian 

Military. 

Ch 22 August AUSTIN departed EL Hmrran enroute Augusta Bay, Sicily and on 24 

August anbarked W 263 C€T Charlie (6 K-46 aircraft) and departed enroute Haifa, 

Israel. 

WSTIN arrived Kishon Harbor, Haifa, Israel on 27 &gust for a RAV at the Israel 

National Shipyard scheduled for 27 August - 14 Septenber. Ch 4 September the 

PJJSTIN hosted the US Rrbassador to Israel and on 13 September the Master Chief 

Petty Officer of the Navy visted the MTIN. 

01 11 September the prospective cmnding officer CAPT S.D. W T A R  arrived 

onboard and on 14 September, ALJSTIN was underway enroute Capo Teulada to 

participate in M?O exercise Display Determination '87. Fran 20 Septenber - 11 

October AUSTIN participated in Display Determination '87 with several other N910 

units, including Naval forces f r m  Italy and Turkey. The execise included landings 

in Sardinia, live fire exercises, an opposed transit to Doganbey, Turkey and a 

landing in Saros Bay. Turkey. 

a 23 Septgnber , -TIN conducted a change of camand and CAPT R. S. 3ni th was 

re1 ieved by CAPT S. D. CASTR as Camanding Officer, USS NSTIN (LH3-4). 
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Upon cqletion of Display Determination '87 on 11 October, WSTIN was underway 

enroute Augusta Bay, Sicily. Frm 14-16 October, AUSTIN was moored in Augusta Bay 

and conducted a turnover with WRGfLF6F 4-87. 

Upon canpletion of the turnover PUSTIN was underway 16 October enroute Palm De 

hbllorca. WSTIN arrived in Palm De MI lorca on 18 October and began a RAV with 

the USS CRION, scheduled for 18-27 October. While in Blrm, AUSTIN sucessfully 

canpleted it's 3-M inspection. 

Ch 28 October AUSTIN was underway enroute Rota Spain for washdown and backload 

conducted 30-31 October. Ch 1 Novgnber, MSI"T'N departed Rota Spain enroute 

Morehead City, N3 and the W K  outchopped CIU~VElR. November 10-12 PUSTIN 

sucessfully canpleted its outchop OPPE. 01 11 Novenber HW 263 Det Charlie flew 

off and on November 12 WSTIN arrived in Morehead City, North Carol ina and debarked 

Marine elanents of W 24. Following the ccmpletion of the offload AUSTIN was 

underway enroute to Little Creek, VA. 

PUSTIN arrived in Little Creek, VA on 13 Novanber and began a post deplopnt 

leave and upkeep period thru 31 December. 
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