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SHIP'S HISrOW 1984 
uss AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

January 1984, the ship was berthed at Little Creek Naval Amphibious Base, 
undergoing an intensive IMAV period in preparatian to deploy to Northern 
Europe. USS AUSTIN P 4 )  got underway on February 13, 1984 to participate in 
cold weather operations tenned "United Effor~eamwork '84." The first week 
of the exercise was spent off the -st of North Carolina which saw AUSTIN 
functianing as a support base for its embarked squadron, Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 14 1 4 )  . Additionally, CCIvMINEGW !IW and his 
staff were embarked with AUSTIN as their flagship. The minesweeping 
detachment was tasked to clear the channel and approaches to Morehead City, 
N.C. Working with minesweepers USS FEARLESS, USS ZlFFWiY, USS EXULTANT, AM) 

USS EXmX)IT the AUSTIN AND HM-14 Sea Stallion helicopters provided the aerial 
minesweeping dimensian to the operation. On February 17, 1984 Austin moored in 
Morehead City, North Carolina to off-load HM-14 and d o a d  wer 700 Marines of 
Regimental Landing Team 2, a 12 man Navy Seal team and the largest onload of 
Marine vehicles in the ship's history, misting of 135 vehicles including 
five M-60 tanks, six 155mn Howitzers, 20 five ton trucks and numerous jeeps 
and trucks for a deployment to the North Atlantic as a unit in exercise 
"Teamwork ' 84." 
"Teamwork ' 84" was a multi-national NXCO exercise which amsisted of over 150 
ships £ran the United States, Dennark, United Kingdan, Norway, France and 
Canada. During the three weeks crossing £ran Morehead City to Malangen 
Fjord,Norway, termed United Effort, Austin acted as Officer in Tactical 
Cannand (OK) for one-third of the ships involved in the transit for four days 
and two thirds of the ships for five days. The exercise gave AUSTIN her first 
chance at underway refueling with HMS ANTRIM as receiving ship on 11 March 
1984, as both ships crossed the Arctic Circle and the crew and embarked 
Marines becam "Blue Noses". March 12, 1984 AUSTIN anchored in Malangen 
Fjord, Norway. As the Carmander of the Advance Force, AUSTIN was the staging 
platform for Navy Seal and Marine reconnaisance teams in the Fjords. 

Fran March 27 to April 14, 1984, AUSTIN was conducted port visits to 
Amsterdam and Vlissingen, Holland and Portsnwth, England. AUSTIN hosted a 
Visit Ship while in Amsterdam and Vlissingen with more than 2000 guests 
attending. Also, AUSTIN hosted several luncheons for Royal Netherlands Navy 
personnel, the American Ambassador to the Netherlands, American Counsel 
General, Mtterdam, the Queens Ccaunissioner, the Mayors of Vlissingen and 
Verre, and the Carmander Naval Base Vlissingen. In Portsnwth, the vehicles 
was once again off-loaded, inspected by USIS and onloaded. By the final off- 
load in Morehead April 27th, AUSTIN made a total of wer 800 vehicle moves. 
ZWSTIN returned to her haneport of Norfolk, VA 28 April1984. 

On 4 June 1984 AUSTIN was underway to Charleston, South Carolina operating 
areas to conduct helo and well deck operations and returned to Norfolk 11 Jun 
84. Fran 15-17 Jun and 26 Jul - 03 Aug the ship was in the Virginia Capes 
operating areas canducting more helo and well deck operations. AUSTIN was 
ordered out of its haneport 10-14 Sept '84 for the threat Hurricane Diana 
posed to the Norfolk area. The ship was underway 24-29 Sept for an OPPE 
inspection in which the ship succesfully passed the first time around. 10-18 
October 1984, AUSTIN was involved in Amphibious Refresher Training off the 




