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Calendar y e a r  1983 was a most s i g n i f i c a n t  and a most arduous one f o r  t h e  USS 
AUSTIN and i ts  crew. During t h e  yea r  AUSTIN spen t  273 days underway. There 
were 75 anchorages and modified cond i t i on  1A was set 53 times. There were 
3,217 s e p a r a t e  smal l  boa t  ope ra t i ons  dur ing  t h e  year .  AUSTIN conducted 63 
underway replenishments  r ece iv ing  4,153,763 g a l l o n s  of  DFM without  a s i n g l e  
s p i l l .  Number 1 b o i l e r  steamed 5,019 hours ,  number two b o i l e r  steamed 4,882 
and t h e r e  were 3 wa te r s ide  and 3 f i r e s i d e  c l ean ings  performed on each b o i l e r .  
A grand t o t a l  of  4,361,763 g a l l o n s  of DFM was burned through t h e  year .  

On 14 January 1983 AUSTIN a r r i v e d  i n  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba t o  commence a 
month of  Refresher  Training.  The one month t r a i n i n g  per iod was broken i n t o  
two p a r t s .  The f i r s t  two weeks saw AUSTIN and h e r  crew go through s t renuous ,  
but  well-needed t r a i n i n g .  AUSTIN then took a 12 day p o r t  v i s i t  t o  New 
Orleans,  La. f o r  t h e  Mardi Gras c e l e b r a t i o n s .  While i n p o r t ,  AUSTIN was docked 
near  t h e  French Q u a r t e r  a long with t h r e e  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  and served a s  a 
w f l o a t i n g  h o t e l n  f o r  a lmost  900 young men and women of  Reserve Tra in ing  Corps 
marching u n i t s ,  d r i l l  teams and bands from a l l  t h e  s e r v i c e s  and a l l  over  t h e  
country who took p a r t  i n  t h e  Mard i  Gras f e s t i v i t i e s .  For  most of t h e s e  
s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  time on board a U.S. Navy sh ip .  AUSTIN held a 
" v i s i t  sh ipw f o r  s e v e r a l  days and more than  a thousand people toured t h e  sh ip .  

AUSTIN re turned  t o  Guantanamo Bay t o  resume Refresher  Tra in ing  from 19 
February 1983 t o  1 March 1983. The s h i p  completed O R I ,  ORE and became OPPE 
c e r t i f i e d  whi le  a t  GTMO. 

From March t o  Apr i l  1983 AUSTIN engaged i n  MARC 2-83 work-ups i n  t h e  
Norfolk/Virgina Capes a r ea  be fo re  deploying on a seven month c r u i s e .  During 
t h e  work-ups AUSTIN A i r  Department personnel  t o t a l e d  297 s a f e  landings  and 
take-offs .  There were a number of  f i r s t  time accomplishments while  on t h i s  
work-up: a CH53E VERTREP o f  t h e  new M-198 Howitzer a r t i l l e r y  p i e c e  from a 
s h i p ;  f o u r  h e l o t s  were operated f o r  launch s imultaneously;  and CH53E HIFR 
evo lu t ions  were conducted. Fue l  pumped t o  r e f u e l  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  dur ing  t h e  
work-ups t o t a l e d  11,000 ga l lons .  

On 10 Apr i l  1983, t h e  s h i p  en te red  Norfolk t o  prepare  f o r  h e r  deployment 
o f f  t h e  coas t  o f  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  Mul t i na t iona l  Peacekeeping 
ForCes. While i n p o r t ,  AUSTIN had work done on i ts  remote steam s t o p s  and p o r t  
s h a f t  syn t ron  s e a l .  

I n  May o f  1983, AUSTIN'S Medical Department had a medical i n s p e c t i o n  and was 
found t o  be s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

AUSTIN departed Norfolk f o r  Morehead C i t y ,  North Caro l ina  on 8 May 1983 t o  
embark u n i t s  of Marine B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 1/8 (BLT 1/81 and Marine 
Amphibious Unit  24 (24th MAU). Thus commenced t h e  s h i p ' s  deployment t o  
Lebanon. 

The ensuing seven months were arduous ones. On 29 May 1983, wi th  t h e  
o f f load  o f  24 MAU and Navy beach group detachments complete,  AUSTIN, a s  p a r t  
o f  Amphibious Squadron EIGHT and 24 MAU assumed d u t i e s  o f  t h e  amphibious and 



l anding  f o r c e s  of t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t  ope ra t i ng  i n  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon. Throughout . 
t h e  c r u i s e  AUSTIN maintained a h igh  s t a t e  o f  r ead ines s  f o r  212 days wi th  on ly  
a 5 day p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Antalya,  Turkey, dur ing  J u l y  1983. Dai ly  r o u t i n e  
cons i s t ed  o f  daytime anchoring and n i g h t  t ime steaming. Anchoring evo lu t ions  
became very r o u t i n e  a s  each watch s e c t i o n  gained experience.  During AUSTIN'S 
i n i t i a l  days on s t a t i o n ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  s e l f  defense  measures were exerc i sed  many 
times u n t i l  a norm was es t ab l i shed .  For t h e  second consecut ive  y e a r ,  t h e  
Deck Department received t h e  Amphibious Assaul t  Award. AUSTIN'S Air 
Department provided a ready deck f o r  a l e r t  AH-IT Cobra h e l i c o p t e r s  from HMM 
162. These a i r c r a f t ,  f l y i n g  from t h e  AUSTIN'S deck both day and n i g h t ,  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  numerous missions i n  suppor t  of t h e  U.S. ground f o r c e s  based 
ashore  i n  Be i ru t .  AUSTIN received on board a v a r i e t y  of  a i r c r a f t  employed by 
t h e  Navy and Marine Corps: U H - I N ,  SH-2F, SH-3G/H, CH-46D/E, H-1 Huey, CH-46 
Frog, CH-53E Super S t a l l i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  AH-IT Cobra, and t h e  AV-8A H a r r i e r  
Jet. AUSTIN occas iona l ly  accommodated h e r  Mul t i na t iona l  p a r t n e r s  such as t h e  
B r i t i s h  Royal A i r  Force CH-47 Chinook and CH-34 Wessex and t h e  I t a l i a n  Navy H- 
1 Huey. The A i r  Department succes s fu l ly  completed 75 consecut ive  acc iden t  
f r e e  days of f l i g h t  ope ra t i ons  and compiled over  3500 t o t a l  l andings  f o r  t h e  
c r u i s e .  A i r  Department ope ra t i ons  included pumping over  200,000 g a l l o n s  o f  
JP5 a v i a t i o n  f u e l  and over  15,000 g a l l o n s  o f  automotive gaso l ine .  Over 3,300 
mishap f r e e  landings  were recorded. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  performing h e r  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s ,  AUSTIN hosted numerous h igh  
ranking c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Chief of Naval 
Opera t ions ,  Sec re t a ry  o f  t h e  Navy, s e v e r a l  members o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Appropriat ions Committee, t h e  United S t a t e s  Ambassador t o  Lebanon and Spec i a l  
Mid-East Envoy McFarlane. A s  a g e s t u r e  of  good-will  s e v e r a l  " s t e e l  beachw 
p i c n i c s  and t o u r s  of t h e  s h i p  were conducted f o r  Lebanese c i v i c  groups. 

I n  August o f  1983 t h e  engineers  passed a 3M i n s p e c t i o n  wi th  a n  o v e r a l l  g rade  
o f  95 and i n  September t h e r e  was a command in spec t ion  i n  which t h e  o i l  l a b  and 
t r a i n i n g  p e t t y  o f f i c e r  were p ra i s ed  f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  programs. Upon 
AUSTINts r e t u r n  t o  CONUS t h e  engineers  were proud t o  p a i n t  t h e  Engineer ing "En 
on t h e  s h i p ' s  smoke s t acks .  

On 23 October 1983, a f t e r  t h e  t r a g i c  t r u c k  bombing o f  t h e  Marine B a t t a l i o n  
Landing Team 1/8 Headquarters which k i l l e d  over  200 Marine and Navy personnel ,  
AUSTIN crewmembers provided va luable  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Marines ashore  by 
s t and ing  s e c u r i t y  watches and a i d i n g  i n  s ea rch  and r e scue  ope ra t i ons .  Capt. 
F.A. Olds became AUSTINf s s i x t e e n t h  Commanding O f f i c e r  when he r e l i e v e d  Capt. 
J.H. Spr inger  on 31 October 1983. AUSTIN made a b r i e f  p o r t  s t o p  a t  Rota,  
Spa in ,  f o r  a r o u t i n e  wash down of  v e h i c l e s  and equipment enroute  t o  CONUS. 
The deployment ended on 7 December 1983 a t  Morehead C i t y ,  N.C. where AUSTINt s 
combat load of  Marine h e l i c o p t e r s ,  veh i c l e s  and nea r ly  600 t roops  were 
debarked. AUSTIN'S Navy and Marine personnel  were awarded t h e  Armed Forces  
Expedi t ionary Medal, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Sea Se rv i ce  Deployment Ribbon. The s h i p  
a r r i v e d  i n  L i t t l e  Creek, Va f o r  an upkeep and l eave  per iod on 8 December 1983. 


