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USS AUSTIN HISTORY 

United S t a t e s  Ship AUSTIN (LPD 4) an Amphibious t r a n s p o r t  ~ o c k ,  is  t h e  
fourth ghip of her type, the f i r s t  of h e r  c l a s s  and t h e  t h i r d  of t h e  F l e e t  
t o  bea r  t h e  name. She is  named f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Aust in,  Texas, which commem- 
o r a t e s  Stephen F u l l e r  Aust in,  Amr ican  co lon ize r  and s tatesman.  The k e e l  
was l a i d  a t  t h e  New York Naval Shipyard, ~ r o o k l y n , ' o n  4 February 1963, AUSTIN 
was launched and ch r i s t ened  27 June 1964. Her sponsor was Miss Lynda Bird 
Johnson, t h e  daughter  of t h e  36th P res iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  c i t y  of Aust in,  Texas. Miss Luci Baines Johnson w a s  h e r  lady i n  wal t ing .  
Commissioning a s  a u n i t  of t h e  F l e e t  followed on 6 February 1965. The 
Honorable Ralph W ,  Yarborough, Senior  Senator  from Texas de l ive red  t h e  
commissioning address  and Captain William H. Shaw assumed command. F i n a l  
t r i a l s  and in spec t ions  a t  t h e  New York Naval Shipyard, u n t i l  May 1965, were 
followed by o u t f i t t i n g  a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval Shipyard, u n t i l  August 1965. 
During September and October 1965, p o s t  comnissioning t r a i n i n g  and shakedown 
a t  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, brought t h e  s h i p  t o  a h igh  s t a t e  of r ead ines s  t o  
become a f u l l  f ledged u n i t  of t h e  f l e e t .  

Af t e r  l e a v i n g  Cuba, AUSTIN made a p o r t  of c a l l  a t  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas, 
where s e v e r a l  thousand c i t i z e n s  of Corpus C h r i s t i  and surrounding a r e a s  
v i s i t e d  t h e  sh ip .  During t h i s  v i s i t  AUSTIN w a s  presented  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  S i l v b r  
Punch Serv ice ,  which i s  now on d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  Wardroom, by t h e  c i t i z e n s  of 
Aust in,  Texas. 

From November 1965 through A p r i l  1966, AUSTIN engaged i n  amphibious exer- 
c i s e s  i n  t h e  Norfolk a r e a  t o  maintain h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  readiness .  On 5 May 
1966, t h e  s h f p  en tered  t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  Naval Shipyard f o r  a , p e r i o d  of two 
months t o  under@ r e p a i r s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  found necessary  d u r i n g  t h e  shakedown 
period.  When t h e s e  were completed, and a f t e r  b r i e f  s t o p s  i n  Norfolk and P o r t  
Everglaaes,  F lo r ida ,  AUSTIN spent  two weeks a t  Vieques I s l a n d  i n  t h e  Caribbean 
conduct ing  t r a i l s  t o  defermlne t h e  maneuvering c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  AUSTIN 
c l a s s  LPD. Pollowing t h e s e  trials t h e  crew enjoyed l i b e r t y  p o r t  c a l l s  a t  S t .  
Thorms and San Juan. phe h igh  p o i n t  of t h i s  t r i p  was p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
withdrawal of u n i t s  of t h e  Inter-American Peace Force,which had helped re- 
.,store s t a b i l i t y  during a s eve re  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s , f rom t h e  Dominican Republic.  
Scheduled f o r  a two and one-half day loading  per iod  a t  P o r t  Haina, AUSTIN 
d e m n s t r a t e d  LPD f l e l d b i l i t y  by completing t h e  t a s k  i n  a l i t t l e  over  f i v e  
hours  by us ing  a Mediterranean moor and load ing  over t h e  lowered s t e r n  ga t e .  
Af te r  d i s e m b a r k i n g t h e  u n i t s  of IAPF a t  Sunny Po in t ,  North Caro l ina ,  on 9 
August, AUSTIN re tu rned  t o  h e r  homeport a t  Norfolk be fo re  a s i n  proceeding 
t o  the Phi l ade lph ia  Naval Shipyard on 21  August f ~ r  f u r t h e r  adjustments  t o  
t h e  main propuls ion  p l a n t .  This  r e p a i r  per iod  was c o q l e t e d ,  and on 3 
November 1966 AUSTIN re tu rned  t o  t h e  homeport of Norfolk f o r  resumption of 
ope ra t ions  wi th  t h e  F l e e t .  

On 25 November 1966, Captain Robert W. S techer  r e l i e v e d  Captain 
W i l l i a m H .  Shaw a s  t h e  AUSTIN'S Cornanding Of f i ce r .  

On 27 November 1966 COMCRUDESFLOT 10,  RADM L. J. ~ ' B r i e n ,  Jr., i n  h i s  
r o l e  as Commander of thetlenemy" f o r c e s ,  broke h i s  f l a g  i n  AUSTIN f o r  Exerc ise  
LANTFLEX 66. AUSTIN aga in  d isp layed  t h e  v e r s a t i l i t y  of t h e  LPD dur ing  t h i s  
opera t ion .  Although n o t  d e s i p e d  a s  a f l a g s h i p ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t a s k s  involved 
ware w e l l  w i t h i n  AUSTIN'S c a p a b i l i t y  and RADM O'Brien extended h i s  commenda- 
t i o n  f o r  a job we l l  done a t  t h e  completion of t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  

Enclosure (1) t o  AUSTIN Ser  157 d td  4 FEB 70 



From December 1966 t o  A p r i l  1967 AUSTIN prepared f o r  an extended 
deployment t o  t he  Caribbean and conducted opera t ions  a t  Onslow Bay N . C .  
and i n  t he  V i r g i n i a  Capes Area. During t h i s  t ime AUSTIN was t h e  h o s t  
s h i p  f o r  s e v e r a l  c r u i s e s  i n  which naval  r e s e r v i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
a c t i v e  duty t r a i n i n g .  On 24 February 1967, AUSTIN had t h e  honor t o  
s e rve  a s  hos t  s h i p  f o r  t h e  25th Anniversary of t h e  Amphibious Force, U.S. 
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  During t h i s  occasion M i s s  Anita Bryant, popular  v o c a l i s t ,  
v i s i t e d  t h e  sh ip .  

AUSTIN departed Norfolk f o r  Morehead C i ty ,  North Caro l ina  on 15  
A p r i l  1967 t o  embark Uni t s  of Marine B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 212. Thus 
commenced'the s h i p ' s  f i r s t  long deployment a s  a u n i t  of t h e  Caribbean 
Amphibious Ready Group. The ensuing fou r  months were a c t f v e  ones f o r  
t h e  s h i p ,  wi th  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  numerous amphibious t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s .  
The most noteworthy of t hese  was CLOVEHITCH 111, a l a r g e  s c a l e  
amphibious opera t ion  involving t h e  combined e f f o r t s  of t h e  Navy, Marine 
Corps, Army and A i r  Force which took p l ace  f n  l a t e  Aprf l  1967. Another 
h i g h l i g h t  of t h e  deployment was p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Ponce and San Juan, 
Puer to  Rico; Willemstad, Curacao; S t .  Thomas, Vi rg in  I s l e s ;  Colon, 
Panama; and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. This  f i r s t  h i g h l y  succes s fu l  deployment 
ended on 17 and 18 August 1967, a t  Morehead C i t y  where AUSTIN'S combat 
load  of Marine h e l i c o p t e r s ,  v e h i c l e s  and nea r ly  500 t roops  were 
debarked. The s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a ,  t h e  homeport, f o r  a 
we l l  deserved upkeep and l eave  per iod  on 19 August 1967. 

On 27 October 1967, Captain William H. Hoover r e l i e v e d  Captain 
Robert W .  S techer  t o  become AUSTIN'S t h i r d  Commanding O f f i c e r .  

On 4 November 1967 AUSTIN, a s s i s t e d  by a detachment of Navy 
h e l i c o p t e r s ,  members of Underwater Demolition Team 21, and NASA 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  became p a r t  of t h e  recovery f o r c e  f o r  t he  Apollo 4 
Space mission.  The a c t u a l  recovery of t h e  spacec ra f t  was, a s  planned, 
i n  another  s h i p ' s  assigned a r e a ;  however, AUSTIN provided va luab le  
s e r v i c e  by recovering two camera c a s s e t t e s  c a r r i e d  by t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  
boos ter  which had taken e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e s  of t h e  f l i g h t  during l i f t o f f  
and f i r s t  s t a g e  f l i g h t .  

From 1 3  t o  16 November 1967 AUSTIN conducted t h e  f i r s t  of what was 
t o  be many experimental/developmkntal high  speed underway launches of 
Marine Amphibious Trac to r s  (LVTs): This  t a c t i c ,  now an  accepted and 
va luab le  a d d i t i o n  t o  amphibious warfare ,  involves  f a s t  approach (up t o  
20 knots)  t o  a h o s t i l e  beach and debarka t ion  of t h e  LVTs, laaded wi th  
up t o  35 t roops  each, d i r e c t l y  from t h e  s h i p ' s  w e l l  deck whi le  t h e  s h i p  
remains underway a t  h igh  speed. The LVTs then move t o  t h e  beach wi th  
t h e  t roops whi le  t h e  sh ip  r e t i r e s  t o  seaward. 

Af t e r  a Christmas and New Year leave  per iod ,  AUSTIN t r anspor t ed  
Underwater Demolition Team 21 t o  Key West, F l o r i d a  i n  January 1968 f o r  
u n i t  t r a i n i n g ,  then v i s i t e d  San Juan and Roosevelt  Roads, Puer to  Rico 
and P o r t  Everglades,  F lo r ida .  This  was followed by a v i s i t  t o  
Bridgeport ,  Connecticut 12 through 23 February 1968 t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t e s t s  of t h e  CH-53 h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  t h e  Sikorsky A i r c r a f t  p l a n t .  P a r t  
of t h e  t e s t  included A U S T I N ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  towed by a CH-53 h e l i c o p t e r .  



From 30 Apr i l  through 3 May 1968 more high speed underway launch 
t e s t s  of amphibious t r a c t o r s  were conducted by AUSTIN a t  Onslow Beach, 
North Caro l ina .  

Vice Admiral L.  M. Mustin,  Commander Amphibious Force, A t l a n t i c ,  
and h i s  s t a f f  embarked i n  AUSTIN on 1 3  May 1968 f o r  an in spec t ion  t r i p  
t o  t he  South A t l a n t i c  and Caribbean a r e a .  V i s i t s  were made t o  Bermuda, 
Nassau, San Juan, and Key West, F l o r i d a .  COMPHIBLANT debarked from 
AUSTIN i n  Norfolk on 3 June 1968. 

AUSTIN was again underway on 10 June 1968 t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l a r g e  
s c a l e  amphibious ope ra t ion  RACER RUN which took p l ace  a t  Vieques I s l a n d ,  
Puer to  Rico. Af te r  D-Day on 20 June,  AUSTIN v i s i t e d  San Juan and 
re turned  t o  Norfolk, a r r i v i n g  on 30 June 1968. 

19 J u l y  1968 AUSTIN entered  Norfolk Naval Shipyard a t  Portsmouth, 
V i rg in i a  f o r  a shipyard overhaul  per iod  which ended on 19 December 1968. 

Captain John M .  Mathews became AUSTIN'S fou r th  Commanding O f f i c e r  
when he r e l i eved  Captain Hoover on 16 December 1968. 

Departing Norfolk i n  l a t e  January, AUSTIN underwent a r i go rous  
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  per iod  i n  Guantarnano Bay, Cuba. Following t h i s  was 
two weeks of amphibious warfare  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Onslow Beach, N.C. and 
L i t t l e  Creek, V i rg in i a  a r eas .  These pe r iods  of t r a i n i n g  r a p i d l y  brought 
t h e  s h i p  t o  a high s t a t e  of t r a i n i n g  fol lowing t h e  shipyard overhaul  and 
t h e  a s soc i a t ed  l a r g e  personnel  r o t a t i o n  whfch had taken p l ace  whi le  t h e  
sh ip  underwent r e p a i r s .  

I n  A p r i l  1969 AUSTIN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  sp r ing  s p e c i a l  amphibious 
e x e r c i s e  f o r  s t u d e n t s - o f  s e v e r a l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Se rv i ce  Colleges 
and o the r  American and fo re ign  d i g n i t a r i e s  a t  Onslow Beach, N . C .  

On 18  May 1969, AUSTIN departed Norfolk f o r  a fou r  month Caribbean 
deployment as p a r t  of t he  Caribbean Amphibious Ready Group. Ear ly  i n  t h e  
deployment AUSTIN took p a r t  i n  Operat ion EXOTIC DANCER 11, a j o i n t  Army, 
Navy, Marine and A i r  Force e x e r c i s e  which involved amphibious and 
a i rbo rne  t roop opera t ions  i n  Puerto Rico and Vieques. Following t h e  
EXOTIC DANCER I1 e x e r c i s e ,  AUSTIN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  sma l l e r  s c a l e  
amphibious e x e r c i s e s  and v i s i t e d  t h e  fol lowing p o r t s :  San Juan, P.R.; 
LaGuaira, Venezuela; Colon, Panama Canal Zone; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; 
Roosevelt  Roads, P.R.; Bridgetown, Barbados; and Char lo t t e  Amalie, Virgin 
I s l a n d s .  The deployment ended on 10 September 1969 when Golf Company, 
Marine B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 212, which had been embarked, departed t h e  
s h i p  a t  Morehead Ci ty .  

Following a leave  and upkeep per iod  i n  Norfolk,  AUSTIN commenced 
t r a i n i n g  and p repa ra t ions  f o r  assignment a s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  recovery s h i p  
f o r  t h e  second U.S. Moon exp lo ra t ion  miss ion ,  APOLLO 12.  Departing 
Norfolk on 4 November, AUSTIN took s t a t i o n  on t h e  equator  f o r  t h e  launch 
on 14 November 1969, and remained i n  t he  South A t l a n t i c  i n  r ead ines s  f o r  
recovery of t h e  a s t r o n a u t s  and the  command module u n t i l  24 November 1969 
when APOLLO 12 s~ la shdown  occurred i n  t h e  Mid-Pacific a s  had been planned. 



During t h i s  t r i p ,  on 15 November a t  t h e  equator ,  AUSTIN w a s  honored by 
a v i s i t  from h i s  exce l lency ,  Neptunus Rex and h i s  cou r t .  Time honored 
t r a d i t i o n s  were observed and upon Neptune's depa r tu re ,  a l l  members of 
AUSTIN'S crew were members of t h e  Royal Order of Shel lbacks .  Enroute 
home, AUSTIN made a b r i e f  s t o p  a t  P o r t  of Spain,  Trinidad f o r  f u e l  on 
29-30 November and a r r i v e d  i n  Norfolk on 6 December 1969 f o r  a ho l iday  
l eave  and upkeep per iod .  




