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USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) COMMAND HISTORY 1 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1968 

The Christmas-New Years leave period ended on 4 January when 

AUSTIN began loading UDT-21 personnel and gear f o r  t ranspor ta t ion  t o  

Key West, Florida.  On 8 January AUSTIN departed Norfolk and a r r ived  

i n  Key West, on 10 January. UDT-21 personnel and equipment debarked i n  

Key West and AUSTIN continued on, a r r iv ing  i n  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto 

Rice on 1 3  January. 

14 and 15 January were spent i n  San Juan, 19 and 21 January AUSTIN 

paid a por t  v i s i t  t o  Por t  Everglades, Florida.  During t h i s  v i s i t  Public 

Af fa i r s  funct ions  were t h e  main e f f o r t .  The Second Marine D r u m  and 

Bugle Corps was flown t o  Por t  Everglades t o  a s s i s t  i n  AUSTIN'S public 

d isplay  of amphibious capab i l i ty  of t h e  Navy-Marine Corps team. 

AUSTIN a r r ived  back i n  Norfolk on 21 January and spent t h e  remainder 

of t h e  month i n  upkeep of t h e  ship.  

12 through 23 February AUSTIN par t i c ipa ted  i n  test of t h e  CH-53 

he l i cop te r  a t  t h e  Sikorsky A i r c r a f t  p lan t  i n  Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

P a r t  of t h e  test included AUSTIN being towed by a CH-53 hel icopter .  

26 through 29 February AUSTIN underwent individual  ship  exerc ises  off 

t h e  Virginia  coas t .  The Navy's East Coast Food Service I n s t r u c t i o n a l  

Team v i s i t e d  AUSTIN during t h e  period 11 through 21March t o  a i d  and 

i n s t r u c t  t h e  sh ip ' s  cooks and bakers i n  t h e  l a t e s t  methods of food 

preparat ion.  
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1 through 5 Apri l  AUSTIN conducted he l i cop te r  and f i r i n g  exerc ises  

off  the  Virginia and North Carolina coast .  PHIBLANT inspected AUSTIN'S 

adminis t ra t ive  procedures on 9 and 10 April.  

Matine amphibious t r a c t o r s  experimented with high speed underway 

launch from AUSTIN on 30 Apri l  through 3 May a t  Onslow Beach, N.  C .  

Commander Amphibious Forces, At lant ic ,  Vice Admiral MUSTIN and 

h i s  s t a f f  embarked i n  AUSTIN on 1 3  May f o r  a t r i p  t o  the  Caribbean 

area.  Underway on 15 May, AUSTIN a r r ived  i n  Bermuda on 17 May. After  

a l i b e r t y  and por t  f ami l i a r i za t ion  v i s i t ,  AUSTIN, with COMPHIBLANT 

s t i l l  embarked, departed Bermuda on 21May. 

Nassau w a s  v i s i t e d  23 through 26 May. On 28 May AUSTIN, with 

COMPHIBLANT embarked, a r r ived  i n  Key West, Florida.  

1 June AUSTIN departed Key West, a r r ived i n  Norfolk on 3 June 

and debarked COMPHIBLANT. 

10 June AUSTIN was again underway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  l a rge  

s c a l e  amphibious operat ion RACER RUN which took place on t h e  i s l and  

of Vieques, Puerto Rico. Marines and equipment of t h e  landing fo rce  

w e r e  loaded a t  Moorehead City, N.  C .  on 11 June. D-Day of t h e  operation 

was 20 June. AUSTIN made use of the  experience gained i n  underway 

launch of amphibious t r a c t o r s  by executing such a launch t o  form t h e  

i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  wave of the  landing force. 

24 and 25 June AUSTIN was fin por t  a t  San Juan. On 26 June 

elements of t h e  RACER RUN landing force  were reembarked off  Vieques 

Island.  AUSTIN a r r ived  i n  Norfolk on 30 June a f t e r  debarking t h e  , 

Marines and t h e i r  equipment a t  Moorehead City on 29 June. 



I n  preparat ion f o r  an extended yard period, AUSTIN unloaded a l l  

sh ip ,  av ia t ion  and vehic le  f u e l  a t  Craney Is land Naval Fuel Depot on 

7 and 8 July .  Troop r a t i o n s  w e r e  unloaded a t  Naval Sta t ion,  Norfolk 

on 10 July.  The unloading of troop and sh ip  ammunition was accomplished 

i n  explosive ankhorage a t  Norfolk on 11 and 12 July .  

On 19 Ju ly  AUSTIN entered Norfolk Naval Shipyard a t  Portsmouth, 

Va. f o r  a yard period t h a t  ended on 19 December. During the  yard 

period many of AUSTIN'S crew members attended schools and re f resher  

t r a in ing  and leave periods were granted. 

Captain W. H. HOOVER w a s  re l ieved a s  Commanding Off icer  by 

Captain J. M. MATHEWS i n  a ceremony aboard AUSTIN on 16 December. 

The remainder of t h e  year was spent i n  a holiday leave and 

sh ip ' s  upkeep s t a t u s .  


