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F r m :  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-09B9) 

Subj:  Command His tory  f o r  1965 through October 1967 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12 OP-09B9 Ser 4152909B9 d t d  8 Nov 1966 
(b) Your l t r  OP-09B91SH/jw Ser 3553P09B9 d t d  18  Oct 1967 

Encl: (1) Command His tory  f o r  1965 through October 1967 

1. I n  accordance wi th  r e f e rences  (a) and (b) , enclosure  (1) i s  
herewith submitted. 

2. Due t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  newness of t h e  AUSTIN and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  your 
f i l e s  may n o t  i nc lude  a Command His tory  of t h e  AUSTIN'for t h e  yea r  
1965, a consol ida ted  His tory  covering t h e  t i m e  from t h e  Ship 's  
commissioning on 6 February 1965 up t o  27 October 1967 has  been 
prepared and forwarded i n  l i e u  of t h e  Command His tory  f o r  yea r  
1966 reques ted  by r e fe rence  (b). 

3. A l l  f u t u r e  Command H i s t o r i e s  w i l l  b e  prepared and forwarded i n  
accordance wi th  i n s t r u c t i o n s  contained i n  r e f e rence  (a) .  

--a R. A. HOF H- 
By direction - 

Copy t o  : 
COMPHIBLANT 



SHIP'S HISTORY - USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

United S t a t e s  Ship  AVSTIN ( L ~ D - 4 )  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  sh ip  of he r  type  

t h e  f i r s t  of h e r  c l a s s  and t h e  t h  rd of t h e  F l e e t  t o  bear  t h e  name, P 
She i s  named f o r  t h e  c i t y  of ~ u s t k n ,  Texas, which commemorates Stephen 

F u l l e r  Aust in,  American co lon ize r  and statesman. Her keel  was l a i d  a t  

t h e  New York'Naval Shipyard, Broo lyn ,  on 4 February 1963. AUSTIN was 

ch r i s t ened  27 June 1964, Her spo sor  was Miss Lynda Bird Johnson, t h e  f daughter  of t he  36th Pres ident  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  represent ing  t h e  

c i t y  of Aust in,  Texas, Miss ~ u c i  Baines Johnson was he r  lady  i n  wait-  

ing. The Chr is ten ing  address  was de l ive red  by Admiral H, P. Smith, USN, 

Commander i n  Chief A t l a n t i c  and U S. A t l a n t i c  F l ee t .  ! AUSTIN was commissioned 6 February 1965. The Commissioning Address 

was de l ive red  by t h e  Honorable Rafph W. Yarborough, Senior  Senator  of 

Texas. Other d i g n i t a r i e s  present  were Vice Admiral J. 5 .  McCain, USN,  

Commander Amphibiour Force, U. ? , A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  and Commander E. A, 

4 Tucker, USN ( ~ e t i r e d ) ,  r ep re sen ta  i ve  of t h e  c i t y  of Aust in,  Texas. 

Captain Yi l l iam H, Shaw, USN, assumed command of t h e  AUSTIN on 6 FebruBrY 

AUSTIH remained a t  t h e  New ~ b r k  Shipyard u n t i l  May 1965 completing I 

he r  v a r i o u s  f i n a l  t r i a l s  and in sp  c t ions .  She a r r ived  a t  t h e  Rorfolk e 
Naval Shipyard on 26 May 1965 t o  jornplete o u t f i t t i n g .  During September 

and October 1965, AUSTIN was engaged i n  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  and a shake- 

downcruise i n  t h e  a rea  of Guantandmo Bay, Cuba, a s  wel l  a s  makir.9 a 
I 

dependent 's  c r u i s e  f o r  t h e  servicemen and t h e i r  dependents s t a t i oned  

a t  Guantanamo Bay, t o  Ilontego 3ayj  Jamaica, 
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A f t e r  leav 'ng "Ihe ~ 3 r d  and a b r i e f  stor,  i n  I\!orfol!: and P o r t  Ever- 

g l a d e ~ ,  F l o r i d a ,  AYETI!! headed sou th  t o  Vieques I s l a n d  where she spen t  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  Cuba, t h e  AUSTIN madc a p o r t  of c a l l  a t  Corpus C h r i s t i ,  

Texas,  where s e v e r a l  thousand c i . t i z e n s  of Corpus C h r i s t i  and sur rounding  

at;out two weeks a c c o - p l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  t r i a l s  t o  de te rmine  t h e  

mane~lver ing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  AUFTIII c l a s s  LPD, 

I t  was t h e n  on t o  t h e  s c e n i c  i s l a n d s  o f  S t .  Thomas and San Juan  

and from t h e r e  t o  P o r t  Hains ,  Dominican Q e p u b l i c ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  

wi thdrawal  of u n i t s  of t h e  Inter-American Peace Force ,  Scheduled f o r  

a r e a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  Ship .  I t  was 

w i t h  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  S i l v e r  Punch 

t h e  'Va.-droom. Gues t s  of honor a t  

R. 'V ,  Yarboroiigh, Congressman J. . 

a two and one-half  d a y  wi thdrawal  p e r i o d ,  AUSTIN demonstra ted LPD 

f l e x i b i l i t - I ?  by complet ing t h e  t a s  i n  a l i t t l e  o v e r  f i v e  h o u r s  by 

us.ing a Medt terranean moor and l o  d i n g  over  t h e  lowered s t e r n  g a t e .  

A f t e r  d isembarking t h e  u n i t s  of I 1 PE a t  Sunny P o i n t ,  North C a r o l i n a ,  

on 9 Al~gus t ,  AUFTIN proceeded t o  t o  o f f - l o a d  f u e l  and ammunition. 

d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime  t h a t  AL!STIh was preseh ted  

Bowl S e r v i c e  which i s  now on d i s p l a y  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  were L1.F. Fena tor  

. P i c k l e ,  Aus t in  Mayor L. 5 Palmer, 

and Corpus C h r i s t i  hlayor Mc5uer F 

Uron l e a v - n g  Corpus C h r i s t l ,  

Leaguers  from t h e  c i t y  o f  Aus t in  

V i r g i n i a .  

From hlovernber 1965 th rough  A 

erman. 

ALISTIIJ embarked twenty- f ive  Navy 

ham we h o s t e d  on a c r u i s e  t o  Norfolk ,  

r i l  1966, t h e  AUSTIK engaced i n  l o c a l  

independent  steaming and amphibioqs e x e r c i s e  t o  m a ' n t a i n  h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  

r e a d i r l e s ~  and,  on 5 bfay 1966, she ente--ed t h e  P i - i l ade l rh ia  3 a v a l  Fh i r -  

v2x-l f o r  a pe r iod  of two month!: t o  undergo needed r e p a i r 5  acd a l t e r a t i o n s .  



On 21  August, she r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  Naval Shipyard f o r  

f u r t h e r  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  t h e  main p o p u l s i o n  p l a n t .  

During t h e  t i r e  spen t  i n  t h e  s h i p y a r d ,  t h e  men and o f f i c e r s  of t h e  

L'SS AI!STITI tised t h a t  t ime  t o  a t t e  d v a r i o u s  schools.  

A f t e r  l e a v ' ! ~ ~  t h e  P h i l a d e p l h  I a ?lava1 SkLipyard on 3 t:nvember 1'766, 

t h e  AUFTIIJ r e t u r n e 6  t o  i t s  home p o r t  of i l o ~ f o l k  where it \-lac r e f u e l e d  

and l o a 4 e d  ammu it ; lon.  The AUSTIrl t b e n  t o o k  a  s h o r t  crL1i?e t o  t e s t  

sovte eq~l jnment  which was a g a ' n  done i n  a r e c o r d  t ime  of two d a y s  i n s t e a d  

of t h e  ccl?ed~lled f i v e .  

' -~e tu rned  t o  p o r t ,  t h e  AL'STIN prepared f o r  i t s  Change of Command 

and t o  r e c e i v e  i t s  new C a p t a i n ,  ~ : # b e r t  '3. S t e c h e r ,  The Change of Command 

Ceremony took p l ~ c e  on 25 ~!ovembe+ 1966 a t  which t i - l e  Cap ta in  5 ' - echer  

r e l i e v e d  C a p t a i n  Chaw a s  t h e  A ~ - S T ~ E I ' S  C~mrnand~ng O f f i c e r ,  P r e s e n t  a t  

t h e  Change of Command Ceremony wab RADM 1. P. Alack, C@hIPHI9GRII 2, and 

f r i e n d s  o f  bo th  Cap ta ins .  
e T \ l b  

On 27 riovember 1966 C FERUiIE FLM 10 ,  RADM L. J. 0' Brien ,  Jr. 

broke h i s  f l a g  i n  AUSTIh f o r  t h e  TFLEX 66, d u r i n g  which t h e  AUSTIN t"" 
was t h e  f l a g  s h i p  f o r  t h e  "eaemytl f o r c e s .  A s h o r t  one day  s t o p  was 

made a t  S t .  Thomas d u r i n g  t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  t o  p rov ide  t h e  men t i l e  t o  

r e l a x  and do some shopping. The AUSTIN r e t u r n e d  t o  p o r t  on 15 December 

f o r  i t s  h o l i d a y  l e a v e  per iod .  

AU."TIIY spen t  fro.-- December 1966 t o  A p r i l  1967 keeping t h e  s h i p  on 

a  r e a d i n e s s  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a n  extepded deployment t o  t h e  Car ibbean d u r i n g  

t h e  summer. Ope-+atio!?s were h e l d  a t  Onslow Bay O p e r a t i o n s  pa and t h e  ~ 
V i r g i n i a  Capes Area. During t h i s  time t h e  AUSTIN was t h e  h o s t  s h i p  t o  

many r e s e r v e  c r u i s e s .  One c r l r i s e  provided t r a i n i n g  f o r  175 men and 

o f f i c e r s  from t h e  f o r t y  Reserve uni t s  o f  s i x  d i s t r i c t s .  
I I 
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On 30 January  1967, t h e  s u f f e r e d  a  g r e a t  l o s s  rvhen Commander 
,\pd 

F?~c.  Cooper, LlSN, Executive r ,  was hi1  l e d  i n  a n  automobi le  a c c i d e n t .  

3ecause  he  played such a  s r e a t  p a r t  i n  t h e  promotion o f  t h e  AUSTIPd's 

i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i a n s ,  t h e  s h i p ' s  e n t  r t a i n m e n t  system was named YSGC i n  

h i s  memory. 
e 

On 24 February  1067, t h e  AUSTII"1I :.la s p r i v i l ~ g e d  t o  be picked a s  t h e  1 
h o d  s h i p  f o r  t h e  25 th  ~ n n i v c r s a r ;  of t h e  Amphibious F a r c e ,  I . . C .  A t l a n t i c  

F l e e t .  During t h i s  o c c a s i o n  Miss Ani ta  m y a n t  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p ,  she 

helped s e r v e  t h e  crew chow, and p r  sen ted  R D 2   w i t h  a  Good Con- 

d u c t  h!eda 1. 

Cn 15 A n r i l  1967, t h e  AUSTIN d e p a r t e d  f o r  Morehead City, North 

C a r o l i n a  t o  embark I J n i t s  of B a t t a l k o n  Landing Team 2/2 conmencing h e r  

f i r s t  long deployment a s   art o f  t e Car ibbean Ready Force  CARIB 1-67. 

The ensu ing  f o m  mozths we7-e busy c t i v e  o n e s  f o r  t h e  s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  

AUTIN p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  numbrous akph ib ious  l a n d i n g s  and t r a i  n ing 

e x e r c i s e s .  The most noteworthy of t h e s e  was CLOVEHITCH 111, a l a r g e  

s c - l e  amphibious o p e r a t i o n  i n v o l v i b g  t l - ~ e  combined e f f o r t s  of t h e  Navy, 

Marine Corps ,  Amy, and A i r  ~ o r c e .  The e x e r c i s e  took  p l a c e  i n  l a t e  

A p r i l  1067 and i n i t i a t e d  a  long and p r o f i t a b l e  c r u i s e  f o r  t h e  AUSTIK. 

Okher h i g h l i g h t s  of t h e  c ru i sA2 incbuded n o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Ponce and can 

J u a n ,  Puer to  RLco, Curacao,  S t .  ~ h b m a s ,  Panama, and Guantanarno Bay, 

Cuba. 

On 25 June 1967, wd.ile p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  E x e r c i s e  I-'OLYSTOI,E a s  p a r t  

o f  Task  Groun 44.9, t h e  AUSTIN was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Commander Amphibious 

Forces  A i l  n t i c ,  Vice Admiral ~ l o ~ b  !;ustin who observed t h e  s h i p  d u r i n g  

a c m b a t  o f f - l o a d  cx-iducted o f f  t h b  I s l a n d  of Vieques. 



Throxighovt t h e  deuloyment,  t e AVSTII: r 'emocstrated it? g r e a t  I 
f l e x i b i l i t y  and p a r t i c i : l a r y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t s e l f  by proving i t s  a b i l i t y  

b 
t o  c a r r y  and m a i n t a i n  a n  o p e r a t i o  I a 1  h e l i c o p t e r  detackment d u r i n g  an  

extended deployment. 

AVSTIh's s t a y  i n  t h e  Car ibbe  n ..,!ac capped by E x e r c i s e  EHORT FUSE, I' 
an o p e r a t i o n  conducted on 11 and $2 August 1967 and des igned  t o  t e s t  

t h e  q u i c k - r e a c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Car ibbean Ready Force.  

On 1 7  and 18 August 1967, t h  AUSTIN, a t  Morehead C i t y ,  debarked e 
i t s  dekachment of h e l i c o p t e r s ,  v e $ i c l e s ,  and n e a r l y  500 h k r i n e s ,  and 

on 19 August 1967, t h e  s h i p  a r r i v  d i n  I lo r fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  i t s  home p o r t .  i 
On 26 August 1967, t h e  AIIETI~I s u f f e r e d  t h e  second t r a g i c  l o s s  of 

one of i t ' s  o f f i c e r s  when Lieu tenan t  Commander G. R. Shimmons was 

k i l l e d  i n  an  automobi le  a c c i d e n t . ,  

On 23 Ceptember 1967, t h e  A L ~ Q T I N  hos ted  a t o u r  of t h e  s h i p  by 

s t u d e n t s  from t h e  Armed F o r c e s  S t a f f  and Command School and t h e  Naval 

Nar Col lege.  ~ 
On 27 October  1067, C a p t a i n  H. lloover r e l i e v e d  C a p t a i n  

Rober t  W. Ztecher  a s  t h e  O f f i c e r .  



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
U. S. S. AUSTIN (LPD-4) 

C/O FLEET POST OFFICE 

N E W  YORK, N E W  YORK 00501 IN REPLY REFER TO 

LPD4:TEM:bg 
5000 
Ser :  /33 
1 March 1968 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-09B9) 

Subj: Co:mnand His tory  f o r  28 October 1967 through 3 1  December 1967 

Ref: (a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12 CH-1 d t d  11 Sept  1967 
(b) AUSTIN l tr  s e r  698 of 3 1  Oct 1967 

Encl: (1) Command His tory  f o r  28 October 1967 through 3 1  December 1967 

1. In  accordance w i t h  r e f e rence  ( a ) ,  enc losure  (1) i s  herewith submitted. 

2.  Enclosure (1) and r e fe rence  (b) r ep re sen t  t he  complete 1967 Command 
His tory  f o r  USS AUSTIN (LPD-4). 

Copy to :  
COWHIBLANT 

8. A. HOFFMAN 
By direction 



COMMAND HISTORY FOR 28 OCTOBER THROUGH 3 1  DECEMBER 1967 

On 28 October 1967, t h e  day a f t e r  Captain Wi l l i an  H. HOOVER 

assumed h i s  d u t i e s  as Commanding O f f i c e r  of the USS AUSTIN (LPD-4), 

he  and h i s  crew found themselves b u s i l y  involved making p repa ra t ions  f o r  

t h e  APOLLO 4 (AS-501) unmanned m i s s i l e  sho t  scheduled f o r  9 November 

1967. 

Although a P a c i f i c  Ocean recovery w a s  planned, t h e  AUSTIN along w i t h  

fou r  o the r  s h i p s  organized t o  form Task Force 140 under t h e  command of 

Rear Admiral Thomas A. Chris topher ,  was  deployed in t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  serve 

as a backup o r  contingency recovery f o r c e  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  A t l a n t i c  splash-  

down of t h e  APOLLO 4 spacec ra f t  should t h e r e  b e  an e a r l y  mission abor t  

o r  o t h e r  unforeseen circumstances.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a p o s s i b l e  capsule  recovery,  t h e  AUSTIN had t h e  

mission of recover ing  two camera c a s s e t t e s  and t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  boos ter .  

The f i l m  i n  t hese  camera c a s s e t t e s  was v e r y  important  s i n c e  it was a 

photographic record  of t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  and second s t a g e  

boos t e r s  of t h e  Sa turn  V rocket .  

On 4 November 1967, f i v e  SW3A "Sea Kingt1 h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e i r  crew- 

men of He l i cop te r  Anti-Submarine Squadron ELEVEN from Quonset P o i n t ,  

Rhode I s l a n d  and members of Underwater Demolition Team TWENTY-ONE from 

L i t t l e  Creek, V i rg in i a  were embarked aboard t h e  AUSTIN t o  assist h e r  i n  

h e r  mission a s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  primary recovery s h i p .  

On 6 November 1967, t h e  AUSTIN along w i t h  embarked h e l i c o p t e r s ,  

UDT personnel ,  and NASA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  depar ted  Norfolk f o r  h e r  assigned 

s t a t i o n  some 400 m i l e s  East  of Cape Kennedy along t h e  Apollo launch 

Enclosure (1) 
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v e h i c l e  ground t r ack .  While en rou te ,  va r ious  d r i l l s  and communications 

e x e r c i s e  designed t o  s imula te  a c t u a l  launch condi t ions  were conducted 

t o  prepare  t h e  AUSTIN f o r  the p a r t  she  was  t o  p l ay  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  

of t h e  Apollo series us ing  the Saturn  V launch veh ic l e .  

AUSTIN's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  launch on 9 November 1967 w a s  

h igh ly  succes s fu l  w i t h  t h e  whole mission from beginning t o  end proceeding 

almost e x a c t l y  on schedule.  Both camera c a s s e t t e s  were recovered by 

h e l i c o p t e r s  about 45 minutes a f t e r  t h e  launch and re turned  immediately 

t o  t h e  AUSTIN. AUSTIN's day-long s e a r c h  through the impact area a l s o  

n e t t e d  h e r  several l a r g e  p i eces  of d e b r i s  from the f i r s t  s t a g e  boos t e r  

rocke t  hater i d e n t i f i e d  as f a i r i n g  from u l l a g e  rocket  motors and p i eces  

of spray  foam. A t  20322 on 9 November 1967 8 hours and 32 minutes a f t e r  

launch, t h e  AUSTIN terminated h e r  s ea rch  of t h e  impact area and depar ted  

f o r  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  on 11November. 

From 13-16 November, t h e  AUSTIN was agakn underway conducting 

Amtrac t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  w i th  marines from Camp Lejeune o f f  Onlow Beach, 

North Carol ina.  

The remainder of 1967 w a s  spent  i n  a l e a v e  and upkeep period.  Men 

were s e n t  t o  va r ious  t e c h n i c a l  schools  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he  Norfolk a r e a ,  

and l eave  during t h e  Christmas hol idays  was granted f o r  many of t h e  

AUSTIN's crew. 
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fou r  o the r  s h i p s  organized t o  form Task Force 140 under t h e  command of 


Rear Admiral Thomas A. Chris topher ,  was  deployed in t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  serve 


as a backup o r  contingency recovery f o r c e  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  A t l a n t i c  splash-  


down of t h e  APOLLO 4 spacec ra f t  should t h e r e  b e  an e a r l y  mission abor t  


o r  o t h e r  unforeseen circumstances.  


I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a p o s s i b l e  capsule  recovery,  t h e  AUSTIN had t h e  


mission of recover ing  two camera c a s s e t t e s  and t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  boos ter .  


The f i l m  i n  t hese  camera c a s s e t t e s  was v e r y  important  s i n c e  it was a 


photographic record  of t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  and second s t a g e  


boos t e r s  of t h e  Sa turn  V rocket .  


On 4 November 1967, f i v e  SW3A "Sea Kingt1 h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e i r  crew- 


men of He l i cop te r  Anti-Submarine Squadron ELEVEN from Quonset P o i n t ,  


Rhode I s l a n d  and members of Underwater Demolition Team TWENTY-ONE from 


L i t t l e  Creek, V i rg in i a  were embarked aboard t h e  AUSTIN t o  assist h e r  i n  


h e r  mission a s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  primary recovery s h i p .  


On 6 November 1967, t h e  AUSTIN along w i t h  embarked h e l i c o p t e r s ,  


UDT personnel ,  and NASA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  depar ted  Norfolk f o r  h e r  assigned 


s t a t i o n  some 400 m i l e s  East  of Cape Kennedy along t h e  Apollo launch 
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v e h i c l e  ground t r ack .  While en rou te ,  va r ious  d r i l l s  and communications 


e x e r c i s e  designed t o  s imula te  a c t u a l  launch condi t ions  were conducted 


t o  prepare  t h e  AUSTIN f o r  the p a r t  she  was  t o  p l ay  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  


of t h e  Apollo series us ing  the Saturn  V launch veh ic l e .  


AUSTIN's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  launch on 9 November 1967 w a s  


h igh ly  succes s fu l  w i t h  t h e  whole mission from beginning t o  end proceeding 


almost e x a c t l y  on schedule.  Both camera c a s s e t t e s  were recovered by 


h e l i c o p t e r s  about 45 minutes a f t e r  t h e  launch and re turned  immediately 


t o  t h e  AUSTIN. AUSTIN's day-long s e a r c h  through the impact area a l s o  


n e t t e d  h e r  several l a r g e  p i eces  of d e b r i s  from the f i r s t  s t a g e  boos t e r  


rocke t  hater i d e n t i f i e d  as f a i r i n g  from u l l a g e  rocket  motors and p i eces  


of spray  foam. A t  20322 on 9 November 1967 8 hours and 32 minutes a f t e r  


launch, t h e  AUSTIN terminated h e r  s ea rch  of t h e  impact area and depar ted  


f o r  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  on 11November. 


From 13-16 November, t h e  AUSTIN was agakn underway conducting 


Amtrac t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s e s  w i th  marines from Camp Lejeune o f f  Onlow Beach, 


North Carol ina.  


The remainder of 1967 w a s  spent  i n  a l e a v e  and upkeep period.  Men 


were s e n t  t o  va r ious  t e c h n i c a l  schools  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he  Norfolk a r e a ,  


and l eave  during t h e  Christmas hol idays  was granted f o r  many of t h e  


AUSTIN's crew. 
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