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From: P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i C e r ,  USS A u s t i n  ( LPD-4 )  
FPO New Y o r k ,  N .Y .  09503 

To : D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  COP-09B9 
Wash. ington N a y y  Y a r d ,  Wasi  n g t o n ,  D.C. 2 0 3 9 0  

S u b j :  Command H i s t o r y  

R e f :  ( a )  OPNAYINST 5750 .12B  

E n c I :  (1) C u r r e n t  Command H i s t o r y ,  USS A u s t i n  ( LPD-4 )  
9 

1. I,n a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a )  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  m o s t  r e c e n t  
command h i s t o r y  C e n C I C C I ) ) .  

2. R e q u e s t  that  a  c o p y  o f  command h i s t o r y  o f  USS A u s t i n  ( L P D - 4 )  
i n  y o u r  p o s s e s s i o n  b e  r e t u r n e d .  

L T ( J g )  USN 
P u b l  i c  A f f a i r s  O f f i c e  



COMMAND HISTORY 

I 

Un i ted  S ta tes  Ship AUSTIN (LPD-4) an Amphibious T ranspo r t  Dock, i s  
t he  f o u r t h  o f  h e r  type, the  f i r s t  o f  h e r  c l a s s  and t he  t h i r d  of  t he  
F l e e t  t o  bear t h e  name. She i s  named f o r  t h e  c i t y  o f  Aus t in ,  Texas, 
which commenmorates Stepheg F u l l  e r  Aus t in ,  American c o l o n i z e r  and 
s t a t e s  ,am. The keep was l a i d  a t  t h e  l ew  York Java1 Shipyard, Brooklyn, 
on 4  February 1963. AUSTIN was launched and c h r i s t e n e d  27 June 1964. 
Her sponsor was Miss Lynda B i r d  Johnson, t h e  daughter o f  t he  36 th  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t he  U n i t e d  States,  r ep resen t i ng  t h e  c i t y  o f  Aus t in ,  Texas. 
Miss Luc i  Baines Johnson was h e r  l a d y  i n  w a i t i n g .  Commissioning as a  
u n i t  o f  t h e  F l e e t  f o l l o w e d  on 6  February 1965. The Honorable Ralph W. 

, -  . Yarboro"gh, Senior  Senator f rom Texas d e l i v e r e d  t l i e  commissioninq 
address and Capta in  W i l l i a m  H. Shaw assumed command. F i n a l  t r i a l s  and 
inspec  i ons  a t  t he  dew York Naval Shipyard, u n t i l  August 1965, were f o l l o w e d  
by o u t f i t t i n g  a t  t h e  i l o r f o l k  Naval Shipyard, u n t i 3  August 1965, Dur ing  
September and October 1965, post-commissioning t r a i n i n g  and shakedown 
a t  Guantanamo. Bay, Cuba, b rought  t he  ? ' l i p  t o  a  s t a t e  of readiness t o  
become a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  u n i t  o f  t h e  F l e e t .  

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  Cuba, AUSTIN made a  p o r t  o f  c a l l  a t  Corpus C h r i s t i  , 
Texas, where severa l  thousand c i t i z e n s  of Corpus C h r i s t i  and surround- 
i n g  area v i s i t e d  t he  s h i p .  Dur ing  t h i s  v i s i t  AUSTIN was presented t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  S i l v e r  Punch Serv ice  by t he  c i t i z e n s  o f  Aus t in ,  Texas which 
i s  now i n  d i s p l a y  i n  t h e  Wardrooni. 

From Jovember 1965 through A p r i l  1966, AUSTIN engaged i n  amphibious 
exerc ises  i n  t he  N o r f o l k  area t o  ma in ta i n  h e r  ope ra t i ona l  readiness.  On 
5  May 1966, the  s h i p  en te red  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i java l  Shipyard f o r  a  p e r i o d  
o f  two months t o  undergo r e p a i r s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  found necessary d u r i n g  
t h e  shakedown per iod .  When these were completed, and a f t e r  b r i e f  s tops 
i n   orf folk and P o r t  Everglades, F l o r i d a ,  AUSTIN spen t  two weeks a t  
Vieques I s l a n d  i n  t h e  Caribeean conduct ing t r i a l s  t o  determine t h e  maneu- 
v e r i  ng of t h e  AUSTIN c l ass  LPD. Fo l l ow ing  these t r i a l s  
t he  crew enjoyed 1  i b e r t y  p o r t  c a l l s  a t  S t .  Thomas and San Juan. The h i g h  
p o i n t  o f  t h i s  t r i p  was p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  wi thdrawal  f rom t h e  Dominican 
Republ ic  o f  u n i t s  o f  t h e  In ter -Amer ican Peace Force which had he lped  
r e s t o r e  s t a b i l i t y  d u r i n g  a  severe p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s .  Scheduled f o r  a  two 
and one -ha l f  day l o a d i n g  p e r i o d  a t  P o r t  Haina, AUSTIN demonstrated LPD 
f l e x i b i l i t y  by comple t ing  t h e  t a s k  -in a  1  i t t l e  over  f i v e  hours by  us ing  - a  Medi ter ranean moor and l o a d i n g  over  t h e  lowered s t e r n  gate.  A f t e r  
disembarking t he  u n i t s  o f  IAPF a t  Sunny Po in t ,  Nor th  Ca ro l i na  on 9 August, 
AUSTIN r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  homeport a t  i i o r f o l k  be fo re  aga in  preceeding t o  t h e  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  Yaval Shipyard on 2 1  August f o r  f u r t h e r  adjustments t o  t h e  
main p ropu l s i on  p l a n t ,  Th i s  r e p a i r  p e r i o d  was completed, and on 3 Novem- 



-+( . -bet- ' l j 66 ,  AUSTIi4' re tu rned t o  the homeport o f  Olorfolk f o r  resumption of 
" cpe ra t i ons  w i t h  the  Fleet !  

On 25 iiovember 1966, Captain Robert Id. Stecher r e l i e v e d  Captain 
!lil l i a m  H. Shaw as the  4USTIY's Commanding O f f i ce r .  

!In 27 Iovember 1366, COMCRUDESFLOT 13, R.qDM L. H. O'BRIEN, Jr . ,  i n  
h i s  r o l e  as Commander o f  t he  "enemyn forces,  broke h i s  f l a g  i n  AUSTIN f o r  
Exercise LAITFLEX 66. .qUSTIN again d isp layed the  v e r s a t i l i t y  of t he  LPD 
du r ing  t h i s  operat ion.  ql though n o t  designed as a  f l agsh ip ,  t he  a d d i t i o n a l  
tasks invo lved were we l l  w i t h i n  AUSTIN'S c a p a b i l i t y  and ?ADM O'Rrien extended 
h i s  commendation f o r  a  j ob  w e l l  done a t  the  complet ion o f  t he  exerc ise.  

From December 1966 t o  I p r i l  1367 9USTIN prepared fo r  an extended deploy- 
ment t o  the  Caribbean and conducted operat ions a t  Onslow Bay, ?l.C. and i n  
the  V i r g i n i a  Capes I rea .  DurQg t h i s  t ime AUSTIN was the  hos t  s h i ~  f o r  
several c ru i ses  i n  which naval r e s e r v i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c t i v e  du ty  
t r a i n i n g .  9n 24 February 1967, .qUSTIN had t h e  honor t o  serve as hos t  sh ip  
f o r  t he  25th Anniversary of the  qmphibious Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  F lee t .  
During t h i s  occasion Miss l n i t a  Bryant, popular  v o c a l i s t ,  v i s i t e d  the  ship. 

.4USTIY departed '4orfol k  f o r  Yorehead City, North Caro l ina  on 15 A p r i l  
- -  - 1967 t o  embark u n i t s  o f  Yarine B a t t a l i o n  Landing Team 2/2. Thus commenced 

the s h i p ' s  f i r s t  long deployment as a  u n i t  of the  Caribbean Amohibfous 
Ready Group, The ensur ing four months were a c t i v e  ones f o r  t he  ship, w i t h  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  numerous amphibious t r a i n i n g  exercises. The most note- 
worth of these was CL9VEHITCH I I I, a 1 arge-scal e  amphibious opera t ion  
i n v o l v i n g  the  combined e f f o r t s  o f  the  'iavy, ' lar ine Corps, Army, and 4 i r  Force 
'which took p lace i n  l a t e  ,qpr i l  1967. Another h i g h l i g h t  o f  the  deployment 
was p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Ponce and San Juan, Puerto Rico; \: ' i l lemstad, Curacao; 
S t .  Thomas, V i r g i n  Is lands;  Colon, Panama; and Guantanamo Fay, Cuba. This  
f i r s t  h i g h l y  successful  deployment ended on 17 and 18 .4ugust"1967 a t  'lorehead 
Ci ty .where I\USTINts combat load o f  Yarine he l i cop te rs ,  vehic les,  and n e a r l y  
530 t roops were debarked. The sh ip  a r r i v e d  i n  ' i o r fo l k ,  the  homeport f o r  a  
we1 1  deserved upkeep and leave p e r i o d  on 13 nugust 1967. 

gn 27 qctober  1367, Captain I b J i  11 iam H. Hoover r e l i e v e d  Captain Robert 
:J. Stecher t o  become .4USTIN1s t h i r d  Commanding 9 f f i c e r .  

On 4 :lovember 1967 1USTIN, ass i s ted  by a  detachment o f  Yavy he l i cop te rs ,  
members o f  Underwater Demo1 i t i o n  Team 21, and YASA representa t ives  became 
p a r t  o f  the recovery f o r c e g f o r  the  Apol l o  4  space mlssion. The ac tua l  r e -  
covery o f  the  spacecra f t  was, as planned, i n  another sh ip ' s  assigned area; 
however, AUSTIN provided valuable se rv i ce  by recover ing  two camera casset tes 
c a r r i e d  by the f i r s t  stage booster  which had taken e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e s  o f  t he  
f l i g h t  du r ing  l i f t o f f  and f i r s t  stage f l i g h t .  

From 1 3  t o  16 Yovember 1367 AUSTIN conducted t l ie  f i r s t  o f  what was t o  
be many experimet~tal/developmental h igh  speed underway 1 aunches o f  Marine 
Amphibious Trac tors  (LVTs) . Th is  t a c t i c ,  now an accepted and va l  uabl e  a d d i t i o n  - t o  amphibious warfare, invo lves  f a s t  approach (up t o  20 knots)  t o  a  h o s t i l e  
beach and debarkat ion o f  the  LVTs, loaded w i t h  up t o  35 t roops each, d j r e c t l y  ". 
from the  s h i p ' s  w e l l  deck w h i l e  t h e  sh ip  remains underway a t  h igh  speed. The 
LVTs then move t o  the  beach w i t h  the  t roops w h i l e  the. s h i p  r e t i r e s  t o  seaward. 
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. -, A f t e r  a Christmas and Yew Year leave per iod,  .WSTIN t ranspor ted  
Underwater Demo1 i t l ' o n  Team 21 t o  Key I+st,  F l o r i d a  i n  January 1968 f o r  
u n i t  t r a i n i n g ,  then v i s i t e d  San Juan and Roosevel t qoads, Puerto Rico 

'and P o r t  Everglades, F l o r i d a .  This  was fo l lowed by a v i s i t  t o  
Br idgeport ,  Connect icut 12 through 23 February 1968 t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t e s t s  o f  t he  CH-53 he1 i c o p t e r  w i t h  the  S i  korsky A i r c r a f t  p lan t .  P a r t  
o f  t he  t e s t  i n c l  uded AUSTIl being towed by  a CH-53 he1 i cop te r .  

From 39 .4pr i l  through 3 Yay 1968 more high-speed underway launch 
t e s t s  o f  amphibious t r a c t o r s  were conducted by .4USTIN on Onslow Reach, 
Aorth Carol ina .  

Vice Admiral L. M. MUSTIN, Commander Amphibious Force A t l a n t i c ,  
and h i s  s t a f f  embarked i n  AUSTIN on 13 Yay 1968 f o r  an i nspec t i on  t r i p  
t o  t h e  South A t l a n t i c  and caribbean area. V i s i t s  were made t o  Bermuda, 
Nassau, San Juan, and Key Idest, F lo r i da .  COMPHISLANT debarked from 
AUSTIN i n  ?Jorfolk on 3 June 1968. AUSTIN was again underway on 1q June 
1968 t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  la rge-sca le  amphibious opera t ion  RACER RUY 
which took p lace a t  Vieques Is land,  Puerto Rico. A f te r  D-Day on 29 June 
1968. 

19 J u l y  1968 AUSTIN entered Nor fo l k  Naval Shipyard a t  Portsmouth, 
. _ V i r g i n i a  f o r  a shipyard overhaul p e r i o d  which ended on 19 December 1968. 

Captain John M. MATHENS became 4USTIN's f o u r t h  Conmianding Q f f i c e r  
when he r e l f e v e d  Captain HOOVER on 16 December 1368. 

Depart ing Nor fo l k  i n  l a t e  January, AUSTIN underwent a r igorous  
re f reshe r  t r a i n i n g  pe r iod  i n  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Fo l lowing t h i s  was 
two weeks o f  amphibious warfare t r a i n i n g  i n  the 9nslow Seach, 1 . C .  and 
L f t t l e  Creek, V i r g i n i a  areas. These per iods o f  t r a i n i n g  r a p i d l y  brought 
t h e  sh ip  t o  a h igh  s t a t e  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o l l o w i n g  the  shipyard overhaul and 
the  associated l a r g e  personnel r o t a t i o n  which had taken p lace w h i l e  the  
sh ip  underwent repai  r s  . 

I n  A p r i l  1969 AUSTIN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  sp r ing  spec ia l  amphibious 
exerc ise  f o r  students o f  several o f  the  Un i ted  States Serv ice Colleges 
and o the r  ,4merican and f o r e i g n  d i g n i t a r i e s  a t  Onslow Beach, N.C. 

On 18 May 1369, AUSTIN departed Nor fo l k  f o r  a four-month Caribbean 
deployment as p a r t  o f  the  Caribbean 4mphibious Ready Group. E a r l y  i n  the 
deployment AUSTIN took p a r t  i n  Operat ion EXOTIC CANCER 11, a j o i n t  4rmy, 
Navy, Marine, and ~ i b  Force exerc ise  which invo lved amphibious and a i r -  
borne t roop  operat ions i n  Puerto Rico and Vieques. Fol lowing the  
EXOTIC DANCER 11 exerc ise,  AUSTIN p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  several smal ler-scale 
amphibious exerc ises and v i s i t e d  the  f o l l o w i n g  p o r t s :  San Juan, P.R.; 
La Guai r a  , Venezuela ; Colon, Panama Canal Zone ; Guantanamo Bay, Cuba ; 
Roosevel t Roads, P.R. ; Bridgetown, Barbados; and Char lo t te  . h a 1  i e ,  V i r g i n  
Is lands ,  The deployment ended on 10 September 1969 when G o l f  Company, 
Marine B a t t a l  i o n  Lanidng Team 2/2, which had been embarked, departed the  
sh ip  a t  Morehead City. 
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I n  August 1971, USS AUSTIN embarked CH-53 h e l l c o p t e r s  from He l i cop te r  

Mine Cou~termeasures Squadron TVELVE and the  Staff  o f  Commander !4obi le Mine 
Couhtermeasures Command f o r  a two week he1 i copter  mine sweeping exerc ise  
i n  the  Charleston OpArea. 

From 21 through 24 September, AUSTIN embarked LVTs f o r  h igh  speed 
and at-anchor launch exerc ises o f f  Onslow Beach, North Carol ina.  

On 20 October, USS AUSTIN embarked 221 marine o f f i c e r s  from the  Corps 
Basic School f o r  a land ing  exerc ise  c a l l e d  BASCOLEX 6-71 a t  Onslow Beach, 
North Carol i na . 

During the f i r s t  wo weeks i n  November, t he  sh ip  again embarked CH-53 
h e l i c o p t e r s  from H1.l-12 and the  s t a f f  o f  Commander Mine F l o t t i l l a  T!I9 f o r  
h e l i c o p t e r  mine sweeping exerc ises i n  the  Charleston, Op'4rea. 

A f te r  holSday upkeep i n  Norfolk,  .AUSTIN became an unexpected p a r t i c i p a n t  
i n  Exercise Snowy Beacy where another LPD encountered l a s t  minute mechanical 
roblems. The exerc ise  l a s t e d  from 17 January t o  29 January du r ing  which 

f ime AUSTIN landed over  600 marines and t h e i r  equipment a t  Reid Sta te  Park 
i n  Sheepscot Bay, Flaine. Th is  operat ion was designed t o  t e s t  both men and 

. .  - sh ips i n  a c o l d  weather environment. ,4USTIN departed f o r  the  Caribbean i n  : 
February 1972 f o r  Operations FIREX and SPRINGBOARD before  en ter tna  the  shipyard 
i n  A p r i l  1972. 

Fol lowing an e i g h t  month overhaul a t  Bal t imore Sh ipbu i l d ing  and 
Nor fo l k  !iaval Shipyard, .AUSTIN underwent re f resher  t r a i n i n g  a t  Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba and l a t e r  deployed f o r  over s i x  months t o  the  blediterranean 
as an element o f  t he  .4mphibious Readiness Group o f  the  U.S. S i x t h  F l e e t  
on 4 June 1973. 

On 3 August, Captain J . Richard Powel 1 , gr. re1 ieved Captain Guthr ie  
i n  ceremonies aboard w h i l e  anchored i n  Athens, Greece. 

AUSTIN subsequently p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f i v e  major amphibious exerc ises 
the l a r g e s t  o f  which, DEEP FURRO!-J, saw the  p a r t i c i p a t i m  ef lover 50 ships 
from f i v e  NATO nat ions .  Imniediately f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  exerc ise,  AUSTIN 
'o ined o the r  U.S. Forces i n  a cond i t i on  o f  general a l e r t  i n  reac t i on  t o  the 
tom Kippur War and u l t i m a t e l y  spent some 75 days a t  sea w i thou t  l i b e r t y  
f o r  the crew. 

~ o l  lowing r e t u r n  t o  ! to r fo lk ,  Va. on 20 December, AUSTIN again deployed 
w i t h  the  Caribbean Amphibious Readiness Group 1-74 on 6 February 1974, 
re tu rned t o  Nor fo l k  w i t h  the Group b r i e f l y  from 18 March t o  18 A ~ r i l  and 
u l t i n i a t e l y  conipleted t h i s  deployment on 5 June. Dur ing t h i s  t ime .4USTIN 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  aniphi bious operat ions w i p  t he  Braz i  1 i a n  and Venezuelan 
Nay ies 6s v!c11 as conduct ing t r a i n i n g  w i t h  i t s  own embarked %Tine R a t t a l i a n  
elements. The f i n a l  opera t ion  o f  t h i s  deployment was the t r i -serv ice  exerc ise,  
SOLID SHIELD 74, which saw AUSTIN opera t ing  a i k l ! cop te r  Anti-Submarine Sqaudron 
from i t s  f l i g h t  deck i n  company w i t h  almost t h i r t y  o ther  ships and 63,933 
sa i  1 o rs  , marines , so l  dters, and a i  rmen . 



D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  o f  1974 t h e  A u s t i n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a c h i e v e  
a w a r d s  f o r  e x c e l l e n c t ,  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  f i f t h  c o n s e c u t i v e  a w a r d .  
Th.e A u s t i n  was t h e  m o s t  d e p l o y e d  s h i p  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  w i t h  
o n l y  83  d a y s  i n  i t s 1  h o m e p o r t  o f  N o r f o l k ,  Va.,  d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r .  
The A u s t i j  c o n t i n u e d  i t s 1  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r e a d i n e s s  b y  r e p l a c i n g  i t- 
se 1 f i n  t h e  C a r  i bbear i  A r ~ p l i  i b itous Readiness @oup i n  August, 

On December 17, 1974 Captain Joseph G. Kamrad re1 ieved Captain J.R. P w e l  l 
as Aust ins l  Commanding O f f i c e r .  

Captain J.R. Pcwel l  was re1 ieved by,'Captain C u r t i s  W. M i l  l e r  as t h e  
Aus t i n ' s  Commanding O f f i c e r  on January 16, 3976. 

On J u l y  4 t h  1976 the  Aus t i n  had t h e  honor o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  "Operation 
Sai I1I he ld  i n  New York harbor.  Th is  ceremony was p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  Bicen- 
t e n n i a l  Celebrai- ion and con%isted o f  t a l  l  s a i l i n g  sh ips  and modern warships 
from na t i ons  around t h e  wor ld .  That autumn the  Aust in  headed f o r  t h e  North 
A t l a n t i c  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  4n Northern Wedding "76". 

Due f o r  a  major overhaul t h e  Aust in  sa i  led i.nto h r y l q n d  Shipbui l d i n g  and 
Drydock i n  Bal t imore,  N r y l a n d .  Dur ing t h i s  year-long );arc9 per iod,  t h e  sh ip  
received.a thorough overhaul.  

1 -  - 
On A p r i l  13, 1977 Captain C u r t i s  W. Mi I  l e r  w a s - r e l i e v e d  b y  Captain Robert 

6. Rogers, as Aust ins '  Commanding O f f i c e r .  

Ready t o  g e t  back i n t o  a c t i o n  t h e  Aus t i n  s a i l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  yards on Feb- 
ruary  16, 1978 and headed back t o  Nor fo l k .  The sh ip  was n o t  i n  N o r f o l k  f o r  
long be fo re  she was o f f  t o  Qantanemo Bay, Cuba f o r  shakedm.ri. 

Captain Charles L. F r i e s  re1 ieved Captain Robert B. Rogers on August 4, 1978. 

The Aust in  was again underway on August 22, 1978 as she steamed f o r  t h e  
North A t l a n t i c .  There t h e  Aus t i n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Northern Wedding "78" a  long 
w i t h  o t h e r  NATO nat ions.  The sh.ip returned t o  N o r f o l k  i n  Octcber. 

A f t e r  a  s h o r t  r e s t  t h e  Aust in  was steaming again on January 10, 1979 t h i s  
t ime  f o r  t h e  k d i t e r r a n e a n  Sea. During t h i s  f t ve  month deployment t h e  Aust in  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  nurrber o f  d i f f e r e n t  amphib ious exercises, th.at involved no t  
o n l y  sh ips from Phibron Two b u t  sh ips from Spain, France, and Turkey as we1 I ,  
The sh i p  re turned t o  her homeport on J  une 19 , 1979 . 

On October 12, 3979 Cqptain Charles L. F r i e s  was re1 leved b y  Captain E r v i n  
E. White as t h e  Austi.nsl Commanding O f f i ce r .  


