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USS AUGUSTA (SSN 71 0 )  
1985 COI4UBD HISTORY 

USS AUGUSTA (SSN 7101, t h i r t i e t h  vesse l  of t h e  USS LOS ANGELES (SSN 688) 
Class ,  was commissioned i n  K i t t e r y ,  Maine on 19 January 1985. She i s  named 
a f t e r  the  c a p i t a l  of t h e  s t a t e  of Maine. Diana A. Cohen, wife of t h e  
Honorable William S. Cohen, U.S. Senator from Maine, chr is tened the  s h i p  i n  
1984 and Senator  COHEN was the  pr inc ipal  speaker a t  the  commissioning i n  
January 1985. 

USS AUGUSTA (SSN 710) measures 360 f e e t  long, d i sp laces  6927 tons ,  has a 
h u l l  diameter of 33 f e e t ,  and a d r a f t  of 32 f e e t .  Her crew i s  made up of 
approximately 15 o f f i c e r s ,  and 115 e n l i s t e d  men, a l l  h ighly  qua l i f i ed  
s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .  

USS AUGUSTA (SSN 710) i s  the f i f t h  vesse l  t o  bear the  name. The heavy 
c r u i s e r  AUGUSTA (CA-31), i ts  most recent  namesake; served proudly a s  a 
f l a g s h i p  i n  the  European thea te r  during World War 11. The present AUGUSTA'S 
commissioning crew was headed by Captain Thomas W. Turner, Commanding Of f i ce r ,  
and Lieutenant Commander David 0. Samples, Executive Off icer .  Captain Turner 
was re l i eved  on 29 March 1985 by Commander James D. von Suskil .  

AUGUSTA conducted severa l  months of WESTLANT shakedown operat ions a s  a 
member of Submarine Squadron TWO which took her  t o  the  Bahamas, Puerto Rico 
and the  U.S. Virgin Is lands .  I n  May 1985 AUGUSTA par t i c ipa ted  i n  the  s h i p ' s  
f i r s t  Operat ional  Reactor Safeguards Examination and earned an above average 
grade. On 14 June 1985 AUGUSTA chopped from Submarine Squadron TWO t o  
Submarine Development Squadron TWELVE and returned t o  E l e c t r i c  Boat Shipyard 
f o r  an extended Post-Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  (PSA) . 

During PSA, AUGUSTA underwent major modificat ions,  and was o u t f i t t e d  with 
the  l a t e s t  Combat System (CCS MK1) and the  advanced development model of the  
Wide Aperture Array sonar system, t h e  Thin Line Towed Array, and Specia l  Hull 
Treatment. With these  modificat ions,  USS AUGUSTA e n t e r s  1986 a s  a much more 
capable submarine, ready t o  t e s t  combat systems intended f o r  use on the  
proposed SSN 21 Class. 

The repor t ing  period ended with USS AUGUSTA'S beginning preparat ions f o r  
s e a  t r i a l s ,  sound trials, recoverab i l i ty  trials and another round of c e r t i f i -  
ca t ions  a s  an opera t ional  u n i t  assigned t o  CINCLANTFLT. 
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