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1. The Command History for the period 17 July 1989 to 28 February 1990 is 
submitted in accordance with reference (a). 

2. COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

, a. ASHEVILLE (SSN758) Precommissioning Unit was established on 17 July 
1989. Its mission is to support the construction and testing of this improved 
688 Class fast attack submarine and train/prepare the crew to take her to sea. 
When the ship is commissioned, the Precommissioning Unit will become the 
initial crew. 

b. ASHEVILLE is under construction at Newport News Shipbuilding and 
Drydock Company, Newport News, VA. The Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Conversion 
and Repair, USN under the command of Captain Charles D. Wasson is responsible 
for overseeing and administering Navy contracts for the ship. ASHEVILLE is 
administratively responsible to Commander Submarine Squadron 8, Norfolk, VA; 
Commander Submarine Group 6, Charleston, SC; and Commander Submarine Force, 
U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

c. CDR Patrick J. Casey is the Commanding Officer of the Precommissioning 
Unit and the Prospective Commanding Officer of USS ASHEVILLE (SSN758). 
Enclosure (1) provides his biography. 

3. CHRONOLOGY 

17 JUL 89 PRECOMUNIT ASHEVILLE established at Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Drydock Company. LCDR P. J. CASEY, USN, 
Commanding Officer, 2 officers and 32 enlisted men reported 
for duty. 

06 SEP 89 Executive Officer, LCDR D. L. OLBERDING reported aboard 
for duty. 



28 OCT 89 M r s .  Dorothy C. H e l m s  o f f i c i a l l y  ch r i s t ened  Hul l  No 633D a s  
ASHEVILLE a t  Newport N e w s  Sh ipbui ld ing  and Drydock Company, 
Newport N e w s ,  VA. M r s .  Dorothy C. H e l m s  is ASHEVILLE's 
sponsor  and w i f e  of United S t a t e s  Senator  Jesse C. H e l m s .  
Maids of Honor included J e n n i f e r  J. Knox, E l l en  H.  S t u a r t  
and Kather ine  C. S t u a r t .  Guests of Honor included t h e  
Honorable Jesse C. H e l m s ,  United S t a t e s  Senator  from North 
Caro l ina  and p r i n c i p a l  speaker;  t h e  Honorable Herbert  H.  
Bateman, United S t a t e s  Congressman from Vi rg in i a ;  t h e  
Honorable W. Louis B i s s e t t e ,  Jr., Mayor of Ashevi l le ,  NC; 
and VADM Daniel L. Cooper, A s s i s t a n t  Chief of  Naval 
Operat ions f o r  Undersea Warfare. Enclosure ( 2 )  provides  
d e t a i l s  on t h e  Chr i s t en ing  Event. 

30 OCT 89 F i r s t  watches manned aboard ASHEVILLE by t h e  Engineering 
Department. Commenced pre-core r e a c t o r  t e s t i n g .  

11 FEB 90 Completed pre-core phase of r e a c t o r  p l a n t  t e s t i n g .  

23 FEB 90 ASHEVILLE moved from outboard ways of  t h e  Submarine Modular 
O u t f i t t i n g  F a c i l i t y  t o  t h e  drydock ED CAMPBELL i n  
p repa ra t i on  f o r  launch. 

26 FEB 90 ASHEVILLE launched. Ship moved t o  P i e r  6  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t r i m  
cond i t i on  f o r  load ing  t h e  r e a c t o r  core .  

4. NARRATIVE. S ince  i ts  es tab l i shment ,  PRECOMUNIT ASHEVILLE has  grown t o  10  
o f f i c e r s  and 78 e n l i s t e d  personnel .  Major o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  command during 
t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  per iod  w e r e :  

a .  E f f i c i e n t ,  s a f e  conduct of pre-core Reactor P l a n t  t e s t i n g .  

b. Timely q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of wa tchs t a t i ons  necessary  t o  suppor t  t e s t i n g  and 
ensure  s e c u r i t y  of ass igned  spaces .  

c. Continuing t r a i n i n g  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  crew t o  suppor t  sea 
t r i a l s  and shakedown ope ra t i ons  of  t h e  s h i p .  

d .  Construct ion p rog re s s  of t h e  s h i p  has  proceeded wi thout  any major 
de l ays  s i n c e  crew manning. Key events  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  per iod  a r e  
o u t l i n e d  i n  enc losures  (1) and ( 2 ) .  A d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s h i p ' s  
m a t e r i a l  s t a t u s  is  inc luded  i n  enc losures  ( 3 )  and ( 4 ) .  


