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1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through ( 3 1 ,  
the VRC-40 1989 Command History is submitted. 



1989 COMMAND HISTORY 
VRC-40 

1. Command Compos i t i on  and O r g a n i z a t i o n :  

a .  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  S u p p o r t  Squadron  FORTY'S (VRC-40) m i s s i o n  
is  t o  p r o v i d e  C a r r i e r  on  Board D e l i v e r y  ( C O D )  and r a p i d  a i r  
l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  N a v y ' s  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  VRC-40 
o p e r a t e s  e i g h t  C-2A(R) "Greyhound" and  two CT-39E " S a b r e l i n e r "  
A i r c r a f t .  

The Grumman C-2A(R) i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a r r i e r  b a s e d  a i r c r a f t  and  
t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  g r o u p  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t .  

The p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Rockwel l  CT-39E i s  p r o v i d i n g  
a r o u n d - t h e - c l o c k  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  VQ-4 m a i n t e n a n c e  
c o n t i n g e n c i e s  a l o n g  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e  a i r l i f t  and  p r i o r i t y - o n e  
c a r g o  t r a n s p o r t .  

VRC-40 o p e r a t e s  t h r e e  s t a n d i n g  C-2A(R) d e t a c h m e n t s :  Alpha ,  
Bravo  and  C h a r l i e .  T h e s e  d e t a c h m e n t s  d e p l o y  t o  m i l i t a r y  a i r  b a s e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Area ~ f  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( A O R )  t o  
p r o v i d e  f l e e t  s u p p o r t  t o  A t l a . n t i c  F l e e t  C a r r i e r s  and  t h e  USS 
L E X I N G T O N  . 

b. VRC-40 i s  homeported a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r f o l k ,  
V i r g i n i a .  

c .  VRC-40's immedia te  s e n i o r  command i s  Commander, C a r r i e r  
A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning Wing TWELVE, (CAEWW-12) l o c a t e d  a t  Naval  
A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r f o l k .  

d .  VRC-40's R e s e r v e  Component U n i t ,  VRC-4086, o p e r a t i o n a l l y  
f u n c t i o n s  u n d e r  VRC-40 and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  f u n c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  
Naval  A i r  R e s e r v e  U n i t .  They a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  Naval  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  
N o r f o l k .  

e. VRC-4G's Commanding O f f i c e r  f rom 2  September  1988 t o  
1 2  J a n u a r y  1990 was Commander J o h n  D .  Magnino. 

f .  A i r c r a f t  and  Bureau  number 

S i d e  Number Bureau  Number D a t e  r e c e i v e d / l o s t  

162169 8  Sep 89 ( r e c e i v e d )  
162157 
162152 
162160 
162151 
162160 
162168 
162142 

E n c l o s u r e  (1 ) 



CT-39E 
J K  382 158382 
J K  383 158383 15  May 89 ( l o s t )  

2. Chronology 

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  c h r o n o l o g i c  l i s t  of  command e v e n t s  f o r  
1989: 

A l l  de tachments  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h r e e  columns; d a t e  dep loyed ,  
deployment l o c a t i o n ,  and detachment  invo lved .  A l l  de tachments  
w e r e  f o r  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  C a r r i e r s  e x c e p t  t h o s e  o p e r a t i n g  from Key 
West, P e n s a c o l a ,  F l o r i d a  and Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas ,  which 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  USS LEXINGTON. A l l  o t h e r  e n t r i e s  a r e  s e l f -  
e x p l a n a t o r y .  

January  1989 

19-26 NAS Flayport 
23-31 NAS Key W e s t  
28-31 WAS Bermuda 

D e t  Alpha 
D e t  Char l i e  
D e t  Bravo 

February  1989 

1-3 NAS Key West D e t  C h a r l i e  
2-28 NS R o o s e v e l t  Roads Det Bravo 
21-22 NAS Key West D e t  Char l i e  
26 D e t  Alpha d e p a r t s  f o r  Andoya, Norway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  NORTHSTAR ' 89 

March 1989 

6-11 NAS Mayport D e t  Bravo 
6-16 NAS Key W e s t  

& NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Bravo 
6-25 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
17-25 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
28 D e t  Alpha r e t u r n s  from NORTHSTAR '89  

A p r i l  1989 

1-3 NAS Bermuda D e t  Bravo 
3-7 NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  
14-17 NAS Bermuda D e t  Bravo 
18-28 MAS Corpus C h r i s t i  

& NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Alpha 
20-24 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  



6-9 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  Bravo 
1 5  JK383 r u n s  o f f  runway a t  Andrews AFB, 

Washington, DC 
21-23 VRC-40 p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  a n  a i r c r e w  promot iona l  t r i p  

t o  NAS Memphis 

June  1989 

1-11 NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  
& NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Bravo 

9-28 NAS blayport D e t  C h a r l i  e 
26-28 NAS Bermuda D e t  Alpha 

J u l y  1989 

9-18 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
9-19 NAS Key West D e t  Alpha 
17-31 NS R o o s e v e l t  Roads D e t  Bravo 
27-30 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  

August 1989 

1-15 NS Rooseve l t  Roads D e t  Alpha 
9-23 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  Alpha 
11-15 NS Rooseve l t  Roads D e t  Bravo 
23-27 NAS Mayport D e t  Alpha 
28-31 NS Rooseve l t  Roads D e t  C h a r l i e  

September 1989 

1-9 NS R o o s e v e l t  Roads D e t  C h a r l i e  
8 Rece ive  A i r c r a f t  162169 
17-27 NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  

& NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Bravo 

October  1989 

12-14 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  
& NAS Bermuda D e t  Alpha 

16-25 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
23-30 NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  

& NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Bravo 

November 1989 

1-3 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
5-8 NAS Bermuda D e t  Alpha 



December 1989 

1 - 1 4  NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  C h a r l i e  
4-15 NAS Key W e s t  D e t  Alpha 
7-15 NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  D e t  Bravo 

3 .  N a r r a t i v e  

1989 was a  y e a r  of  s u s t a i n e d  performance  and o p e r a t i o n a l  
growth f o r  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  Suppor t  Squadron FORTY. VRC-40 
o p e r a t e d  o u t  of 10 a i r f i e l d s  i n  t h e  U.S. and Car ibbean and s e n t  
a  de tachment  t o  s u p p o r t  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  O p e r a t i o n s  i n  Nor the rn  
Europe. By y e a r s  end ,  VRC-40 s u p p l i e d  COD s e r v i c e  t o  e v e r y  
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  C a r r i e r  and t h e  USS LEXINGTON, f l y i n g  o v e r  2800 
s o r t i e s ,  h a u l i n g  1 ,143,060 pounds of  c a r g o ,  and c a r r y i n g  12,347 
p a s s e n g e r s .  O p e r a t i o n s  ranged from a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  Panama C i t y ,  
Panama t o  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Andoya, Norway. 

The f i r s t  major  e v e n t  of 1989 was t h e  de tachment  of D e t  Alpha 
t o  Norway f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  NATO E x e r c i s e  
NORTHSTAR ' 8 9 .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  w i n t e r  North A t l a n t i c  o p e r a t i o n  
VRC-40 had e v e r  conducted .  VRC-40 D e t  Alpha o p e r a t e d  from Canada, 
I c e l a n d ,  Norway, S c o t l a n d  and G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  They p rov ided  100% 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  d e s p i t e  arduous  w i n t e r  wea the r  and r e q u i r e d  s c h e d u l e d  
maintenance .  

I n  A p r i l ,  VRC-40's s u c c e s s f u l  per formance  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  
was c u l m i n a t e d  when t h e  Commander, Naval A i r  Force  A t l a n t i c ,  
ADM Richard  Dunleavy p r e s e n t e d  t h e  B a t t l e  "E" Award t o  Commander 
John D .  Magnino, Commanding O f f i c e r .  COMNAVAIRLANT s a l u t e d  t h e  
h a r d  work and d e d i c a t i o n  p u t  f o r t h  by t h e  men and women of VRC-40 
and c o n g r a t u l a t e d  them on t h e i r  i m p r e s s i v e  accomplishments .  

On 15  May, a  squadron CT-39E S a b r e l i n e r  went o f f  t h e  end o f  
t h e  runway on l a n d i n g  r o l l o u t  a t  Andrews AFB i n  Washington, D . C . .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  n e i t h e r  t h e  c r e w  nor  t h e  embarked p a s s e n g e r  w e r e  
i n j u r e d .  R e p a i r  e s t i m a t e s  w e r e  s o  c o s t l y  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was 
s t r i c k e n  a s  a  t o t a l  l o s s .  Both p i l o t s  were found i n  e r r o r  and 
r e l i e v e d  from d u t y  i n v o l v i n g  f l y i n g .  

On 16 September VRC-40's immediate  s e n i o r  command was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  from Commander, F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Wing ONE 
(CTSW-11, t o  Commander, C a r r i e r  Ai rborne  E a r l y  Warning Wing TWELVE 
( CAEh3J-12 ) . 

VRC-40 was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  i n s u r i n g  t h e  n o t a b l e  s u c c e s s  of  t h e  
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  V i s i t o r  Program. Over t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  y e a r  t h e  
squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  numerous DV t r i p s  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  embarks 
on t h e  USS FORESTAL f o r  f l e e t  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  
Republ ican  N a t i o n a l  Governor ' s  Conference  V i s i t  on USS LEXINGTON, 
and t h e  Washington, D . C .  W i f e ' s  Club V i s i t  t o  USS EISENHOWER. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  VRC-40 q u i c k l y  augmented a  detachment  t o  s u p p o r t  a  
Ch ie f  of  Naval O p e r a t i o n s  i n s p e c t i o n  of  t h e  USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY. 



The CT-39E S a b r e l i n e r  s u p p l i e d  2 7  hours  of r e a d y  a l e r t  
l aunched  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  d e t a c h e d  TACAMO ( V Q - 4 )  m i s s i o n s ,  and 
c a r r i e d  innumerable  DOD, DON, and c o n g r e s s i o n a l  VIPs a l l  a c r o s s  
North America. The T-39 t r a v e l l e d  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Goosebay, 
Canada, and a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  Panama C i t y ,  Panama; a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  
San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  and a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  
Newfoundland, Canada. 

I n  t h e  y e a r  1989,  VRC-40 s u p p l i e d  COD s u p p o r t  t o  a l l  seven  
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  C a r r i e r s  and t h e  USS LEXINGTON from twe lve  
l o c a t i o n s  i n  North America and from e i g h t  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  North 
A t l a n t i c  and Europe. I n  e v e r y  c a s e  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  f l e e t  s u p p o r t  
was d e l i v e r e d  prompt11 w i t h  " s a f e t y ,  c o u r t e s y ,  and d e p e n d a b i l i t y " .  
I t  was a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  y e a r  f o r  VRC-40.  




