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Encl :  (1) 1988 Command H i s t o r y  

1. I n  accordance  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  (1) i s  s u b m i t t e d .  



1. Conunand Composit ion and Orqan iza t ion :  

a .  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  Suppor t  Squadron FORTY ( V R C - 4 0 )  is 
a s s i g n e d  j o i n t  t a s k s  of C a r r i e r  On Board De l ive ry  (COD)  ancl a i r  
l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  s e r v j c e s  t o  t h e  Navy's A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  VRC-40 
o p e r a t e s  t h e  C-2A(R) "Greyhound" and t h e  CT-39E " S a b r e l i n e r " .  

The Grumman C-2A(R) c a r r i e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a r g o  payload of  any 
c a r r i e r  based COD a i r c r a f t  and i s  t h e  mains tay  of t h e  c a r r i e r  
b a t t l e  g roup  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  e f f o r t .  

The pr imary  m i s s i o n  of t h e  Rockwell CT-39E is p r o v i d i n g  
around- the-c lock l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  VQ-4 maintenance  
c o n t i n g e n c i e s  a l o n g  w i t h  e x e c u t i v e  a i r l i f t  and p r i o r i t y - o n e  c a r g o  
t r a n s p o r t .  

VRC-40 o p e r a t e s  t h r e e  s t a n d i n g  C-2A(R) detachments :  A l f a ,  
Bravo and C h a r l i e .  The detachments  dep loy  t o  m i l i t a r y  a i r  b a s e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Area o f  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  (AOR)  t o  
p r o v i d e  f l e e t  s u p p o r t  t o  b o t h  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  c a r r i e r s  and t o  t h e  
USS LEXINGTON. 

b. VRC-40 is homeported a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Nor fo lk ,  
V i r g i n i a .  

c. VRC-40's immediate s e n i o r  command i s  Commander, F l e e t  
T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Wing ONE (CTSW-I), a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  NAS Nor fo lk .  

d .  VRC-40's Conm~anding O f f i c e r  from 25 September 1987 t o  
2 September 1988 w a s  Commander C a r l  E. Ingram: 

e. On 2 September 1988,  Commander John D. Magnino assumed 
command of VRC-4 0 .  



f .  Type and Ta i l code  of A i r c r a f t  
S ide  Number T a i l  Number Date r ece ived  ( i f  i n  1988) 

1 4  JUN 1988 
12 SEP 1988 
08 NOV 1988 

2 .  Chronoloqy 

The folloiving i s  a chronologic  l i s t  of command e v e n t s  f o r  
1988: 

A l l  detachments a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h r e e  columns; d a t e s  deployed,  
deployment l o c a t i o n ,  and detachnent  involved.  A l l  detachments 
were f o r  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  C a r r i e r s  except  t h o s e  t h a t  ope ra t ed  from 
Key \Jest, Pensacola ,  F l o r i d a  and Corpus C h r i s t i ,  Texas. A t  t h o s e  
l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  detachments supported t h e  USS LEXINGTON. A l l  o t h e r  
e n t r i e s  are se l f - exp lana to ry .  

January 1988 

1 0  - 15 NAS Mayport 

15 - 2 5  N S  Roosevelt  Roads 

20  - 3 0  NAS Corpus C l i r i s t i  

25 - 27 TJAS Mayport 

February 1988 

7 -  8 Honestead AFB 

8 - 1 0  NAS EIayport 

10 - 17 NAS N e w  Orleans  

D e t  Alf a 

D e t  Al fa  

D e t  C h a r l i e  

D e t  Alf a 

Det Bravo 

D e t  Bravo 

D e t  Bravo 

Det Bravo 



1 8  - 2 8  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  D e t  C h a r  l i e  

2 4  - 3 Mar NAS Mayport D e t  A l f  a 

2 5  

March 1 9 8 8  

USS ROOSEVELT f o r m a l l y  adopts  VRC-40 as 
i t s  e l e v e n t h  squa.dron. 

2 -  4 NAS B e r m u d a  D e t  B r a v o  

11 - 1 6  NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  

Involved i n  C l a s s  A m i s h a p  aboard 
USS ROOSEVELT 

1 6  - 3 0  NAS G u a n t a n a m o  B a y  D e t  C h a r  l i e  

2 5  - 2 7  NAS B e r m u d a  D e t  B r a v o  

2 9  - 3 APR NAS P e n s a c o l a  D e t  A l f  a 

3 0  - 3 1  H o m e s t e a d  AFB D e t  C h a r l i e  

A p r i l  1 9 8 8  

5 -  6 NAS P e n s a c o l a  D e t  A l f  a 

7 - 1 9  NAS Mayport D e t  B r a v o  

2 1  - 3 0  NAS M a y p o r t  D e t  C h a r l i e  

2 5  - 26 NAS Mayport D e t  A l f a  

D e t s  A l f a  and C h a r l i e  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  USS BONEFISH 
disaster  response 

2 7  - 3 0  NAS B e r m u d a  D e t  A l f  a 

2 7  - 2 8  NAS Mayport D e t  B r a v o  

2 8  AMSl  n a m e d  ATLANTIC FLEET SHORE SAILOR 
O F  THE YEAR. P r e v i o u s l y  she  had been n a m e d  
COMNAVAIRLANT, CTSW-1 and VRC-40 SAILOR O F  THE 
YEAR. 

May 1 9 8 8  

2 - 1 2  NAS Mayport D e t  A l f a  

6 -  9 NAS P e n s a c o l a  D e t  B r a v o  

1 0  - 1 4  NAS C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  D e t  B r a v o  

1 4  - 1 8  NAS P e n s a c o l a  D e t  B r a v o  



26 AMSl  named U.S. NAVY SHORE SAILOR OF 
THE: YEAR 

26 - 2 J l J N  NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  

June  1988 

2 - 26 NS R o o s e v e l t  Roads D e t  C h a r l i e  

8 -  9 NAS Mayport D e t  Bravo 

10 - 29 NAS Guantanamo Bay D e t  Bravo 

1 4  Received A i r c r a f t  162166 ( 4 5 )  

26 - 28 NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  

J u l y  1988 

7 Flew t h e  Chairman, J o i n t  C h i e f s  of S t a f f ,  Admiral 
W i l l i a m  J .  Crowe and t h e  Marshal  of  t h e  S o v i e t  
Union, S e r g e i  F. Akhromeyev t o  USS ROOSEVELT 

August 1988 

1 8  Passed Command Admat i n s p e c t i o n  w i t h  f l y i n g  
c o l o r s .  

23 VRC-40 c e l e b r a t e s  5 y e a r s  of c l a s s  "A" mishap 
f r e e .  

25 - 26 NAS Bermuda D e t  C h a r l i e  

29 D e t  Bravo l e a v e s  f o r  NATO E x c e r c i s e  "Teamwork ' 88"  
These a r e  t h e  f i r s t  CONUS s u p p o r t e d  North A t l a n t i c  
Norwegian Sea C-2A o p e r a t i o n s .  They f l e w  o v e r  300 
h o u r s  i n  4 0  days  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  two c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  
g r o u p s .  

September 1988 

2 Change of Command. Commander J .  D.  Magnino 
assumes command of VRC-40.  

12  Rece ive  A i r c r a f t  162168 ( 4 6 )  

1 2  - 24 NAS Guantanamo Bay 

19 - 22 NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  

23 - 29 NAS Pensaco la  

24 - 28 NAS Mayport 

D e t  A l f  a 

D e t  C h a r l i e  

D e t  C h a r l i e  

D e t  Alf a 



October 1988 

1 VRC-40 assumes s o l e  s o u r c e  of  COD s u p p o r t  o f  
USS LEXINGTON upon r e t i r e m e n t  of t h e  l a s t  USN C-1A 

1 -  2 NAS Mayport D e t  A l fa  

2 D e t  A l f a  f l i e s  t h e  French Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  t o  
USS FORESTAL 

3 -  5 NAS Bermuda D e t  C h a r l i e  

5 -  7 NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  

11 D e t  Bravo r e t u r n s  from "Teamwork '88"  

23 - 27 NAS Corpus C h r i s t i  D e t  A l f a  

27 - 3 NOV Pensaco la  D e t  A l f a  

November 1988 

8 Receive  A i r c r a f t  162142 ( 4 7 )  

9 NAS Mayport D e t  C h a r l i e  

1 0  - 16 Rooseve l t  Roads NS D e t  C h a r l i e  

17  - 23 NAS Pensaco la  D e t  Bravo 

20 D e t  Bravo f l i e s  Republ ican Governors t o  
USS LEXINGTON 

December 1988 

1 - 19 NS Rooseve l t  R0ad.s D e t  Alpha 

1 4  - 16 NAS Key W e s t  D e t  Bravo 

3. N a r r a t i v e  

1988 was a y e a r  of  new o p e r a t i o n s  and growth f o r  F l e e t  
L o g i s t i c s  Suppor t  Squadron FORTY. With t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h r e e  addi-  
t i o n a l  C-2A(R)'s by t h e  end of t h e  y e a r ,  C-2A o p e r a t i o n s  expanded 
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  VRC-40 o p e r a t e d  o u t  of 10 a i r f i e l d s  i n  t h e  U.S. and 
Caribbean and s e n t  i t s  f i r s t  e v e r  detachment t o  Nor thern  Europe. 
C-2A o p e r a t i o n s  peaked i n  t h e  month of June ,  when VRC-40 s u p p l i e d  
COD suppo r t  t o  s i x  c a r r i e r s  from f i v e  s e p a r a t e  l o c a t i o n s .  By t h e  
end of  t h e  y e a r  VRC-40 had suppo r t ed  eve ry  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  c a r r i e r  
and t h e  USS LEXINGTON. Opera t ions  ranged from as f a r  South a s  
Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico,  t o  a s  f a r  Nor th  a s  Andoya, Norway. 

The f i r s t  h i g h l i g h t  of 1988 occu r r ed  f o r  VRC-40 on 25 February  
88 when VRC-40 was o f f i c i a l l y  adopted by t h e  USS ROOSEVELT a s  i t s  
e l e v e n t h  squadron.  I n  t h e  adop t i on  ceremony conducted on t h e  
b r i d g e  of  t h e  USS ROOSEVELT, Cap t a in  Dayton R i t t  p r e s e n t e d  



Commander C. E. "Bo" Ingram w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  p a p e r s  and a n  
au tographed  pho tograph  of CVN-71. 

On 1 3  March 88, a  maintenance  p l a n e  c a p t a i n  a s s i g n e d  t o  VAW- 
124 walked i n t o  t h e  t u r n i n g  p r o p e l l o r  of 162154 ( C O D  42) aboard  
t h e  USS ROOSEVELT and was k i l l e d .  The a i r c r a f t  was s t a t i o n a r y  a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  a w a i t i n g  t a x i  from i t s  p a r k i n g  s p o t .  The squadron was 
abso lved  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  by  Commander Naval A i r  F o r c e ,  U.S. 
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  f o r  r e c o r d  purposes .  

Responding r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  A p r i l  88 d i s a s t e r  aboard  t h e  sub- 
mar ine  USS BONEFISH, VRC-40 s u p p l i e d  c r i t i c a l  med ica l ,  d i v i n g  and 
e n g i n e e r i n g  s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  and equipment  t o  t h e  USS KENNEDY 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e s c u e  o p e r a t i o n s  between 25 and 30 A p r i l .  Wi th in  
one 24 hour p e r i o d ,  VRC-40 c a r r i e d  o v e r  27,000 l b s  of c a r g o  and 48 
d i s a s t e r  r e s p o n s e  p e r s o n n e l  t o  t h e  USS KENNEDY. 

One of  V R C - 4 0 ' s  b e s t  s a i l o r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  squadron o u t -  
s t a n d i n g l y  when AMS1  was named U.S. NAVY SHORE 
SAILOR OF THE YEAR on 26 May 1988. With t h i s  nomina t ion ,  AMSl 

 was m e r i t o r i o u s l y  advanced t o  Chief  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  and was 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Master  Chief  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  of  t h e  
Navy f o r  d u t y .  

On J u l y  7 ,  VRC-40 s c o r e d  a n o t h e r  f i r s t .  when it f l e w  t h e  
Marshal  of  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, F i e l d  Marshal  S e r g e i  Akhromeyev t o  
t h e  USS ROOSEVELT. T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  e v e r  a  S o v i e t  Genera l  
had been t o  an  o p e r a t i n g  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  and had s e e n  Naval 
a i rpower  i n  a c t i o n  around a n  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  H e  was t h e  g u e s t  
o f ,  and accompanied by t h e  Chairman, J o i n t  C h i e f s  of S t a f f ,  
Admiral Wil l iam J. Crowe. 

1 8  August proved t o  b e  a n o t h e r  banner  day  when VRC-40 
c e l e b r a t e d  f i v e  y e a r s  of  c l a s s  A mishap- f ree  f l y i n g .  

29 August was t h e  s t a r t  of a n o t h e r  f i r s t  f o r  VRC-40 when D e t  
Bravo l e f t  Nor fo lk  f o r  "Teamwork ' 8 8 " .  T h i s  NATO e x e r c i s e  saw t h e  
f i r s t  o v e r s e a s  C-2A o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  VRC-40. By t h e  t i m e  D e t  Bravo 
r e t u r n e d  on 11 October ,  t h e y  had v i s i t e d  H a l i f a x ,  Nova S c o t i a ;  
M i l d e n h a l l ,  England;  P r e s t w i c k ,  S c o t l a n d ;  and Andoya, Norway. I n  
t h e  s i x  weeks o v e r s e a s ,  D e t  Bravo accumula ted  o v e r  300 h o u r s ,  
accumulated 52 t r a p s  and m a i n t a i n e d  a m i s s i o n  comple t ion  r a t e  o f  
115%.  

Commander C. E. Ingram p a s s e d  t h e  mante l  of l e a d e r s h i p  t o  
Commander J .  D .  Magnino i n  t h e  change o f  command ceremony on 2 
September.  Master  Chief  P e t t y  O f f i c e r  of  t h e  Navy ( S e l e c t ) ,  AECM 
Duane R .  Bushey was t h e  g u e s t  s p e a k e r .  The ceremony was a l s o  
a t t e n d e d  by Commander T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Wing ONE, Cap ta in  James J. 
D r e w .  

S t a r t i n g  1 October  1988 VRC-40 assumed s o l e  COD s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  USS LEXINGTON. T h i s  a c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  when t h e  Blue Ghost ,  
t h e  USS LEXINGTON'S C- -1 ,  t h e  l a s t  a c t i v e  USN C - l A ,  was r e t i r e d .  
VRC-40 had augmented t h e  Blue  Ghost COD, p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  
USS LEXINGTON p r i o r  t o  1 October .  



The y e a r  ended f o r  VRC-40 w i t h  two VIP embark p e r i o d s .  On 
October  2 ,  D e t  A l f a  f l e w  t h e  Fore iqn  M i n i s t e r  of F r a n c e  o u t  t o  - 
t h e  USS FORESTAL from NAS Mayport.  The command was a b l e  t o  pro-  
v i d e  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  w i t h  t h e  a i r c r a f t  s a f e t y  b r i e f  i n  h i s  
own language .  On 20 November, D e t  Bravo f l e w  19 Republ ican  gov- 
e r n o r s  from NAS P e n s a c o l a  t o  t h e  USS LEXINGTON, making them a l l  
honora ry  t a i l h o o k e r s .  

The two CT-39E S a b r e l i n e r s  of  t h e  squadron s u p p l i e d  66 hours  
o f  r e a d y  a l e r t  launched l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  de tached  TACAMO 
( V Q - 4 )  m i s s i o n s ,  and c a r r i e d  innumerab le  DOD, DON, and congres -  
s i o n a l  V I P ' s  a l l  a c r o s s  Nor th  America. The T-39 t r a v e l l e d  a s  f a r  
n o r t h  a s  Goosebay, Canada, a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  Panama C i t y ,  Panama, as 
f a r  w e s t  a s  San Diego,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  S t .  Johns ,  
N e w  Foundland, Canada. 

I n  t h e  y e a r  1988,  VRC-40 s u p p l i e d  COD s u p p o r t  t o  a l l  s e v e n  
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  c a r r i e r s  (USS CORAL SEA, USS SARATOGA, USS 
FORRESTAL, USS AMERICA, USS J O H N  F.  KENNEDY,  USS DWIGHT D .  
EISENHOWER and USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT) and t h e  USS LEXINGTON from 
t w e l v e  l o c a t i o n s  i n  North America and from e i g h t  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
Nor th  A t l a n t i c  and Europe.  T h i s  achievement  was accompl ished w i t h  
a s  few a s  f o u r  and a  maximum of s e v e n  C-2's a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  squad- 
r o n .  1988 was a n o t h e r  o u t s t a n d i n g  y e a r  f o r  VRC-40. 

While n o t  announced u n t i l  e a r l y  1989,  VRC-40 was awarded t h e  
Commander Naval A i r  F o r c e ,  U.S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  
"E"  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  i t s  1988 achievements .  

4 .  E n c l o s u r e s  

1) 25 February  1988 - F i n a l  o r d e r  of  a d o p t i o n  USS THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT (CVN-71) 

2 )  29 A p r i l  1.988 - Message 2910472 APR 88 form COMSUBLANT. 
Subj :  USS BONEFISH Sa lvage  

3 )  11 J u l y  1988 - Message 1123092 J U L  88 from CINCLANTFLT. 
Subj :  M a r s h a l l  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union v i s i t  t o  U.S. CINCLANT 

AOR 
4 )  1 2  J u l y  1988 - Message 1820132 JUL 88 from COMNAVAIRLANT 

Subj :  M a r s h a l l  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union v i s i t  t o  U.S. A t l a n t i c  
F l e e t  U n i t s .  

5 )  1 8  J u l y  1988 - Message 1820132 JUL 88 from COMNAVAIRLANT. 
V i s i t  of M a r s h a l l  of  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 

6 )  1 8  August 1988 - Command I n s p e c t i o n  of  FLELOGSUPPRON 
FORTY; R e p o r t  of 

7 )  29 August 1988 - Thank you l e t te r  from Cap ta in  C h a r l e s  R.  
Loar ,  USN, MSC 

8 )  30 August 1988 - Message 3008002 AUG 88 from COMNAVAIRLANT 
Subj :  FCQ Suppor t  

9 )  2 September 1988 - Change of  Command brochure 
1 0 )  3  September 1988 - New squadron  f l i g h t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

pamphle ts  
11) 1 2  September 1988 - C o n g r a t u l a t o r y  le t ter  t o  CDR J .  D.  

Magnino from CDR K .  A .  Ayers.  
1 2 )  22 September 1988 - L e t t e r  of  Commendation t o  D e t  Bravo 

from Commander Naval A i r  F o r c e s  E a s t e r n  A t l a n t i c ,  CTG 
137.2 



1 3 )  30 September 1988 - End of D e t  summary r e p o r t  from D e t  Bravo 
cove r ing  NATO E x e r c i s e  "Teamwork 99". 

1 4 )  18 October 1988 - Letter  of Recogni t ion  f o r  5 y e a r  mishap 
f r e e  o p e r a t i o n  from COMNAVAIRLANT 

1 5 )  2 1  November 1988 - Message 2117002 NOV 88 from CNET 
Subj :  USS LEXINGTON v i s i t  

1 6 )  12 January  1989 - Avia t i on  Squadron Achievement Submission 
f o r  1988. 




