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1983 COMMAND HISTORY 

1. VRC-40, based a t  NAS, Norfolk ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  

Support  Wing ONE w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  of C a r r i e r  Onboard D e l i v e r y  (COD) and A i r  

L o g i s t i c s  T r a n s p o r t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Navy's A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  VRC-40 p r o v i d e s  

around-the-clock and a l l - w e a t h e r  f l e e t  suppor t  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  Seaboard; Gulf 

Coas t ,  t o  a s  f a r  Sou th  a s  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico ,  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 

and Panama C i t y ,  Panama. The CT-39 prov ides  Execu t ive  A i r l i f t  and suppor t  of 

Navy A i r c r a f t  F e r r y  O p e r a t i o n s  throughout  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  Canada and t h e  

Car r ibbean .  The CT-39 a l s o  p r o v i d e s  around-the-clock r a p i d  response .  

2 .  COMMANDING OFFICER: 

1 JANUARY 1983 t o  18 NOVEMBER 1983 - Commander James N .  Edwards Jr . ,  USN 

19 NOVEMBER 1983 t o  3 1  DECEMBER 1983 - Commander Dante R. Marze t t a ,  USN 

3 .  Chronology of e v e n t s  1 January  - 31 December 1983 

JANUARY : 

4 - CT-39E 158383 had a  b i r d  s t r i k e  and FODed t h e  p o r t  eng ine  

8  - C-1A d e p a r t e d  on detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

23  - C-1A r e t u r n e d  from detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

FEBRUARY : 

4 - Received a  message of a p p r e c i a t i o n  from USS CARL VINSON f o r  COD s u p p o r t .  

1 6  - Received a n  a d d i t i o n a l  message of a p p r e c i a t i o n  from USS CARL VINSON f o r  

COD s u p p o r t .  

25 - Two C - 1 A ' s  d e p a r t  on detachment t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

28  - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Key West, F l o r i d a .  

MARCH : 

9 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  Key West, F l o r i d a  

11 - Two C - 1 A ' s  r e t u r n  from detachment t o  NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  F l o r i d a  and 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 



24 - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

28 - LT B i l l  Meyers and LT Brenda Robinson were named AIRLANT's Pro-of-the 

Week. 

30 - Received Bravo Zulu from VAW-122 f o r  COD suppor t .  

30 - Received L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from A I R  OPS O f f i c e r  on USS INDEPENDENCE. 

APRIL: 

4 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment i n  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

4 - C-1A d e p a r t s  f o r  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  detachment a t  NAS Pensaco la  and 

NAS Corpus C h r i s t i .  

8 - Received L e t t e r  of C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  from COMTACSUPWING ONE f o r  winning t h e  

CNO S a f e t y  Award. 

13 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  NAS Pensacola  and NAS Corpus C h r i s t i .  

1 4  - Received a Bravo Zulu from COMNAVAIRLANT on Capstone V i s i t .  

17 - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

1 8  - Received a L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  LCDR F o l e y ' s  i n p u t  on CT-39 s u p p o r t  

s i t e  c o n t r a c t .  

2 8  - Received a L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from COMTACSUPWING ONE f o r  CT-39 r a p i d  

response .  

28 - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e .  

28 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e .  

28 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

MAY: - 
1 - Received a Bravo Zulu from USS EISENHOWER f o r  COD s u p p o r t .  

9 - Three C-1As d e p a r t e d  on a detachment f o r  NAS Pensaco la  and NAS Corpus 

C h r i s t i .  

1 8  - Three C-1As r e t u r n  from C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  detachment i n  Pensacola  

and Corpus C h r i s t i .  
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20 - Received a L e t t e r  of Apprec ia t ion  from USS SARATOGA f o r  COD support .  

J U N E  : 

2 - Received a Bravo Zulu from COMTACSUPWING ONE f o r  4 yea r s  acc iden t  f r e e .  

6 - Two C-1As depar t  on detachment t o  NAS Pensacola.  

1 3  - Congratulatory message from CNO on 4 yea r s  and 23,4000 hours  acc iden t  

f r e e .  

15  - Two C-1As r e t u r n  from detachment t o  NAS Pensacola.  

18  - One C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

23 - One C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  Guantanamo Ray, Cuba. 

JULY : - 
7 - C-1A d e p a r t s  f o r  a detachment t o  NAS Jacksonv i l l e .  

9 - L e t t e r  of Commendation from COMNAVAIRLANT f o r  CT-39 r a p i d  response of 

l i f e  support  equipment t o  save a l i f e  i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F lo r ida .  

18 - 146040, Nose gear-up landing.  

20 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from a detachment t o  NAS Jacksonv i l l e .  

29 - Received a Bravo Zulu f o r  COMNAVAIRLANT f o r  COD suppor t  during a Senior  

Reserve O f f i c e r  O r i e n t a t i o n  V i s i t .  

AUGUST : 

1 - Two C-lA1 s depar t  f o r  LaMesa, Honduras. 

22 - Received a l e t t e r  of a p p r e c i a t i o n  from COMTACSUPWING ONE f o r  t e c h n i c a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  C-1A maintenance. 

23 - Class  A mishap on COD 146040, four  f a t a l i t i e s  a l l  crew members. 

30 - Safe ty  Standown held.  

14  - Two C - l A 1 s  depar t  on detachment t o  Roosevelt  Roads, Pue r to  Rico 

23 - Two C - 1 A ' s  depar t  on detachment t o  Howard AFB, Panama. 

24 - Two C-1A' s r e t u r n  from LaMesa Honduras. 



SEPTEMBER: 

9 - Received a L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from CINCSOU f o r  s u p p o r t  of USS RANGER 

d u r i n g  Panamanian o p e r a t i o n s .  

1 0  - Two C-1A's r e t u r n  from detachment t o  Howard AFB, Panama. 

1 0  - Two C - 1 A ' s  r e t u r n  from detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico.  

1 0  - Received L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from USS CORAL SEA f o r  COD s u p p o r t .  

1 6  - Received a Bravo Zulu from COMCARAIRWING EIGHT f o r  r a p i d  response  CT-39 

l o g i s t i c  s u p p o r t .  

OCTOBER: 

24 - Three  C-1A d e p a r t e d  on detachment t o  Barbados i n  s u p p o r t  of Grenada 

o p e r a t i o n s .  

29 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment i n  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

NOVEMBER: 

2 - Three  C-1As r e t u r n  from detachment i n  Barbados. 

1 5  - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment i n  Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. 

1 6  - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Mayport, F l o r i d a .  

19  - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  Mayport, F l o r i d a .  

20 - Two C l A s  d e p a r t  on detachment t o  Mayport, F l o r i d a .  

DECEMBER: 

4 - C-1A r e t u r n s  from detachment t o  Mayport, F l o r i d a .  

28 - C-1A d e p a r t s  on detachment t o  Mayport, F l o r i d a .  

3 0  - Two C-1As r e t u r n  from detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico.  

27 - Received a Bravo Zulu  message from USS SARATOGA on LT Smi th ' s  job w e l l  

done. 

4 .  NARRATIVE: 

JANUARY : 

F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  Suppor t  Squadron FORTY began t h e  new y e a r  w i t h  COD s u p p o r t  



when a n  a i r c r a f t  and crew d e p a r t e d  on detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  

Rico.  The detachment r e t u r n e d  two weeks l a t e r .  One of our  two CT-39E 

exper ienced  a  b i r d  s t r i k e  which damaged t h e  p o r t  engine.  The a i r c r a f t  was on 

s h o r t  f i n a l  and no o t h e r  problems were encountered.  

FEBRUARY : 

The month was q u i e t  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  month when two s e p a r a t e  detachments 

l e f t .  Two CODs  d e p a r t e d  f o r  NAS J a c k s o n v i l l e  and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba t o  

s u p p o r t  USS J O H N  F. KENNEDY. The o t h e r  detachment suppor ted  c a r r i e r  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  aboard t h e  USS LEXINGTON i n  Key West, F l o r i d a .  The squadron 

was applauded on two s e p a r a t e  o c c a s s i o n s  by t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of USS CARL 

VINSON f o r  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u p p o r t  they  r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e i r  Car r ibbean  

o p e r a t i o n s .  

MARCH : 

Detachment schedu le  con t inued  w i t h  one COD d e p a r t i n g  f o r  Rooseve l t  Roads, 

P u e r t o  R i c o  f o r  two weeks. Two of VRC-40's f i n e s t  were honored when LT  

 and LT  were named AIRLANT's Pro-of-the-week. More 

p r a i s e  was g i v e n  when VRC-40 r e c e i v e d  a  Bravo Zulu from VAW-122 f o r  COD 

s u p p o r t  and a  L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE. 

APRIL: 

One COD r e t u r n e d  from Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. whi le  on t h e  same day,  two CODs 

d e p a r t e d  f o r  suppor t  of t h e  USS LEXINGTON working o f f  of Pensaco la  and Corpus 

C h r i s t i .  Because of VRC-40's impress ive  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ,  i t  was awarded t h e  CNO 

S a f e t y  Award f o r  1982, a l o n g  w i t h  a  L e t t e r  of C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  from Commander 

F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Wing ONE. VRC-40 r e c e i v e d  a  Bravo Zulu from 

COMNAVAIRLANT f o r  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  Capston Visit. LCDR  r e c e i v e d  a 

L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h i s  i n p u t  on t h e  CT-39 s u p p o r t  s i t e  c o n t r a c t .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  month, two CODs  r e t u r n e d  from Pensaco la  and Corpus C h r i s t i .  One 



C-1A l e f t  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  USS SARATOGA f o r  t h r e e  days.  The 

l a s t  day of t h e  month was capped w i t h  a  L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  a  CT-39 

r a p i d  response.  

MAY : - 
The month began w i t h  a  Bravo Zulu from t h e  USS EISENHOWER f o r  COD s u p p o r t .  

A COD d e p a r t e d  f o r  detachment t o  Pensaco la  and Corpus C h r i s t i  f o r  n i n e  days. 

Received a n o t h e r  Bravo Zulu f o r  COD s u p p o r t ,  t h i s  t ime from USS SARATOGA. The 

USS SARATOGA was a g a i n  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  when one C-1A d e p a r t e d  t o  Guantanamo Bay 

f o r  CV s u p p o r t .  The month ended w i t h  a  re-emphasis on s a f e t y  w i t h  a  S a f e t y  

S  t anddown. 

JUNE : 

Another m i l e s t o n e  was reached i n  J u n e  when VRC-40 c e l e b r a t e d  f o u r  y e a r s  

a c c i d e n t  f r e e  f l y i n g .  CNO and Wing Commander s e n t  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  messages on 

t h e  achievement.  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  over  23,000 hours  of f l i g h t  t ime. Two more 

detachments  d e p a r t e d .  One COD l e f t  t o  suppor t  USS LEXINGTON i n  Pensaco la ,  and 

t h e  o t h e r  r e l i e v e d  t h e  crew t h a t  was s u p p o r t i n g  USS SARATOGA i n  Cuba. 

JULY : 

COD de tached  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e .  Received a  L e t t e r  of Commendation from 

COMNAVAIRLANT f o r  CT-39 r a p i d  response  f o r  l i f e  suppor t  equipment t h a t  saved a  

d i v e r ' s  l i f e .  One COD r e t u r n e d  from detachment t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e .  Received a 

Bravo Zulu from COMNAVAIRLANT f o r  COD suppor t  d u r i n g  a  S e n i o r  O f f i c e r s  

O r i e n t a t i o n  V i s i t .  The month ended when COD 146040 was f o r c e d  t o  make a  nose 

gear-up l and ing ;  no i n j u r i e s  were i n c u r r e d  and t h e  e x t e n t  of a i r c r a f t  damage 

d i d  no t  war ran t  a mishap. 

AUGUST : 

Two CODs d e p a r t e d  f o r  LaMesa, Honduras i n  suppor t  of USS RANGER. The 



detachment worked o u t  of bo th  Honduras and Howard AFB, Panama. VRC-40 

r e c e i v e d  a  L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from t h e  Commander-in-Chief U.S. A t l a n t i c  

F l e e t  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  suppor t  of USS RANGER d u r i n g  Panamanian o p e r a t i o n s .  

Received a  L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  from Commander T a c t i c a l  Suppor t  Wing ONE f o r  

t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  C-1A maintenance.  On 14 August ,  two C-1As d e p a r t e d  i n  

s u p p o r t  of USS INDEPENDENCE i n  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico.  On 23 August ,  

VRC-40 exper ienced  a  Class A mishap on COD 145040; t h e  a i r c r a f t  was des t royed  

and t h e r e  were f o u r  f a t a l i t i e s ,  a l l  crew members. The month ended w i t h  a  

S a f e t y  Standdown. 

SEPTEMBER: 

The tempo decreased  i n  September. A L e t t e r  of A p p r e c i a t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  

from USS CORAL SEA which was invo lved  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  American o p e r a t i o n s .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  month, a Bravo Zulu was r e c e i v e d  from Commander C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing 

EIGHT f o r  CT-39 r a p i d  response  t o  g e t  v i t a l  p a r t s  t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  

Rico.  Two detachments ,  one from Panama and t h e  o t h e r  from P u e r t o  Rico ,  

r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n .  

OCTOBER: 

On 24 October ,  t h r e e  C-1As d e p a r t e d  t o  Barbados i n  suppor t  of USS 

INDEPENDENCE d u r i n g  t h e  Grenada o p e r a t i o n .  L a t e r ,  one COD d e p a r t e d  on 

detachment t o  Rooseve l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico.  

NOVEMBER: 

On 2 November, t h e  t h r e e  CODs r e t u r n e d  from Barbados w i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

detachment which was one of t h e  b u s i e s t ,  averag ing  f i v e  a r r e s t e d  l a n d i n g s  p e r  

day. The detachment from Rooseve l t  Roads, P.R. r e t u r n e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month. 

Another  COD s p e n t  two days i n  Mayport, F l o r i d a  i n  suppor t  of USS SARATOGA. 



DECEMBER : 

The y e a r  ended w i t h  a d e c r e a s e  i n  a c t i v i t y .  Loca l  t r a i n i n g  and CT-39 F e r r y  

and VIP s u p p o r t  were t h e  r o u t i n e .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  month, USS SARATOGA s e n t  

VRC-40 a Bravo Zulu f o r  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  suppor t  they  rece ived .  

5. S p e c i f i c  Achievements For  FY/CY 1983 

a .  F l i g h t  hours  

( 1 )  T o t a l  hours  5145.7 

( 2 )  T o t a l  day hours  4625.1190% 

( 3 )  T o t a l  n i g h t  hours  521.3110% 

( 4 )  Pr imary Miss ion  3765.9173% 

b.  Shipboard Landings  

( 1 )  T o t a l  C a r r i e r  A r r e s t e d  Landings 969 (100% day)  

( 2 )  Tot a 1  detachment days  

c.  T o t a l  L o g i s t i c s  (1983) 

( 1 )  M a i l l c a r g o  - 243,203 l b s  

( 2 )  P a s s e n g e r s  3980 

( 3 )  VIPs 2 00 

d .  OPTAR Management 

( 1 )  O r i g i n a l  F l i g h t  Hours Gran t  

( 2 )  Adjus ted  Gran t  

( 3 )  Hours Flown 

( 4 )  O r i g i n a l  Money Gran t  

( 5 )  Adjus ted  Money G r a n t  

( 6 )  D o l l a r s  Expanded 

( 7 )  Cos t  p e r  hour 



e. A i r c r a f t  Read iness  ------ 
F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  

Second Q u a r t e r  

T h i r d  Q u a r t e r  

F o u r t h  Q u a r t e r  

f .  S a f e t y  Acheivements 

Alpha Mishaps - One 

Bravo Mishaps - none 

Alpha Ground Mishaps - none 

Hazard R e p o r t s  Submit ted - 1 2  

NATOPS Changes Submit ted - Two 




