
FLEET LOGISTICS SUPPORT SQUADRON FORTY 
NAVAL AIR STATION 

NORFOLK. VIRGINIA ZS511 

VRC-40/10/ beb 
5700 
S e r  35  
2 4  Febkuary 1978 

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  
FORTY 

To: C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  (OP-05D2) 
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1. I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  (1) i s  f o r -  
warded .  E n c l o s u r e  (1) c o m p r i s e s  t h e  F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  S u p p o r t  
S q u a d r o n  FORTY H i s t o r y  f o r  c a l e n d e r  y e a r  1977 .  
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BASIC HISTORY 

F l  e e t  L o g i s t i c s  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY (VRC-40) was 
c o m m i s s i o n e d  o n  1 J u l y  1960,  a n d  a s s i g n e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  l o g i s t i c s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  N a v y ' s  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  
VRC-40 o p e r a t e s  o u t  o f  t h e  U. S .  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r f o l k ,  
V l r g i n i a  and  f u n c t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c o n t r o l  o f  Commander T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  Wing ONE. The S q u a d r o n  
o p e r a t e s  s e v e n  t o  t e n  C-1A a i r c r a f t  w i t h  25 t o  3 0  o f f i c e r s  a n d  
1 4 0  en1 i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  . 

N i n e t e e n  H u n d r e d  S e v e n t y - S e v e n  saw VRC-40 s u r p a s s  n i n e  y e a r s  
a n d  o v e r  45,500 h o u r s  o f  a c c i d e n t - f r e e  f l y i n g .  T h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t  
came w h i l e  VRC-40 c o n t i n u e d  i t s  o u t s t a n d f n g  s e r v i c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  A t 1  a n t i c  F l e e t .  T h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ,  c o u p 1  ed 
w i t h  a n  e n v i a b l e  r e c o r d  f o r  m i s s i o n  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  
o f  t h e  1 0 0 %  p l u s  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  member o f  VRC-40 t o  t h e  
d c h i e v e m e n t  o f  SERVICE w i t h  SAFETY. 

F l e e t  L o g i s t i c $  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY i s  t a s k e d  w i t h  t h e  
m i s s i o n  o f  C a r r i e r  Onboard  D e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  
o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  v a r i o u s  
e a s t e r n  a n d  G u l f  C o a s t  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n s ,  VRC-40 a l s o  o p e r a t e s  
d e t a c h m e n t s  o u t  o f  R o o s e v e l  t Roads, P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  Guantanamo 
Bay,  Cuba. 

The m a i n s t a y  o f  VRC-40 i s  t h e  Grumman b u i l t  C-1A "TRADER" 
a i r c r a f t  w h i c h  c a n  c a r r y  e i g h t  p a s s e n g e r s  o r  3,500 pounds  o f  
m a i l  o r  c a r g o ,  o r  G o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  c a r g o ,  
a s  n e c e s s a r y .  S a f e l y  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  numerous  p a s s e n g e r s ,  
m a i l ,  a n d  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  c a r g o  i n  t h e  a g i n g  C - 1 A  a i r c r a f t  
a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d t n g  s a f e t y  r e c o r d  
w h i c h  VRC-40 has  c o m p i l e d .  

F l e e t  L o g i s t i c s  S u p p o r t  S q u a d r o n  FORTY'S o p e r a t i o n a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  v a r y  w i d e l y  f r o m  d a y  t o  day ,  a n d  t h e  s q u a d r o n  has  
d e v e l o p e d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  a l m o s t  a n y  
c o n c e i v a b l e  t a c t i c a l  s u p p o r t  t a s k .  Such  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n c l u d e  
i n s t r u m e n t  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s ,  c a r r i e r  qua1 i f i c a t i o n  f l i g h t s ,  
a n d  p r o v i d # n g  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  p a r a c h u t e  t r a i n i n g  and Navy  
SEAL t e a m s .  VRC-40 a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a i r c r a f t  a n d  c r e w s  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  N a v y ' s  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s q u a d r o n  does  
n o t  d e p l o y  a s  a  c o m p l e t e  u n i t ,  many o n e  o r  t w o  p l a n e  d e t a c h m e n t s  
a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  c a r r i e r s  o r  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  I n  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a s s i g n e d  m i s s i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r o u t i n e  
w o r k  i n  VRC-40. The u n p r e d i c t a b l e ,  t h e  emergency ,  a n d  t h e  
p r i o r i t y  a r e  o u r  f o r t e .  

NINETEEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-SEVEN was a  r e w a r d i n g  y e a r  f o r  
VRC-40. D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  t h i s  s q u a d r o n  s u p p o r t e d  a l l  e i g h t  
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  c a r r i e r s  w h i l e  o p e r a t i n g  f r o m  t e n  d i f f e r e n t  b a s e s .  
A l s o ,  f o u r  o f f i c e r s  and  s e v e n  e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  o p e r a t e d  o u t  o f  
f o u r  b a s e s  i n  B r a z i l  l a s t  summer f r o m  9 June  t o  1 4  J u l y .  Those  
o p e r a t i o n s  were  c o n d u c t e d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  USS AMERICA ( C V - 6 6 ) .  



Commander G r a d y  W .  DAVIS s e r v e d  a s  Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  
VRC-40 u n t i l  1 8  November 1 9 7 7 ,  when he was r e l i e v e d  b y  Commander 
James F. DUFFY. Commander F l e e t  T a c t i c a l  S u p p o r t  Wing ONE, 
VRC-40's  r e p o r t i n g  s e n i o r ,  i s  C a p t a i n  J o h n  E. PAGANELLI. 

W i t h  t h e  c l o s e  o f  1 9 7 7 ,  VRC-40 had  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  f l e e t  
o v e r  220,000 pounds  o f  m a t 1  a n d  c a r g o  a n d  more  t h a n  4,600 
p a s s e n g e r s  w h i l e  s a f e l y  a c c u m u l a t i n g  967 a r r e s t e d  1  a n d i n g s .  I n  
i t s  v a r i e d  a n d  c o n t i n o u s  c o m m i t m e n t s ,  VRC-40 d a i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e s  
i t s  m o t t o  o f  " S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  F l e e t  w i t h  S a f e t y ,  D e p e n d a b i l i t y ,  
a n d  C o u r t e s y " .  



ACCIDENT FREE FLIGHT HOURS 

1 9 6 8  (NOV-DEC) 

1 9 6 9  

1 9 7 0  

1 9 7 1  

1 9 7 2  

1 9 7 3  

1 9 7 4  

1 9 7 5  

1 9 7 7  

JAN 

FE B 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

0  CT 

NOV 

DEC 
1 9 7 7  TOTAL 

T o t a l  A c c i d e n t - F r e e  F l i g h t  H o u r s - 9  y e a r s  4 5 , 7 5 6 . 0  

Annex A 



1 9 7 7  O P E R A T I O ! i A L  5 I L , T I S T I C S  
-1 

I.; 0 I.4 T H A V E  P I L O T 3  SORTIES C V  O P S  ( H R S )  P I L O T  F L I G H T  H R S  

JAN 2 2  237  1 5 0 . 4  568.3 

FE B 23  223  181 .3  4 8 5 . 4  

MAR 2  2  3 2 5  281.7 824.4 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DE C 

MONTH 

JAN 

FE B 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

2 2  

2 2  

2 0  

2  1 

2 1  

2 0  

2  1 

2  2  

22  - 
21.5 

C V  LANDINGS 

8  2  

96 

1 1 2  

1 2 0  

47  

7 4  

2407.5 

TOTAL NO P A X  

3 5 4  

3 8 5  

504 

54 0  . -  
3 3 6  

4 3 3  

638.9  

736.4 

648 .6  

553.4 

701.5  

694.4 

699.7 

415.7 

765.0  

7722.2  

MAIL  CARGO ( I R S )  

1 7 8 8 / 3 2 5  

1 7 4 7 4 / 2 5 3 4  

1 4 8 5 2 / 8 0 6 7  

2 3 8 Q 3 / 3 4 1 9  

9 9 2 2 / 6 8 4 8  

1 6 1 0 / 1 1 6 2  

JUL 7 4  1 9  2 7 0  3 7 6 2 / 1 6 0 0  

AUG . 6 8  2 3  4 7 8  1 3 5 5 2 - / I 2 1 3  

SEP 1 8 5  1 0  297  7 5 3 8 / 3 6 7  

OCT 8  6  1 0  4 9 2  2 8 5 5 0 / 4 9 1 9 6  

NOV 4 1  1 9  2  53 4 1 1 9 / 1 5 4 0  

DE C 6  2  - 1 2  2 6 2  5 6 5 9 / 2 0 2 0 5  

967 272  4  604 1 3 2 6 2 9 / 9 6 4 7 6  

Annex B 



ANNEX C 

D A T E S  

J A N  - 
1 1 - 2 0  

APR 
4-8 

J U N  
1 0 - 1 8 ~ t l ~  

1 3 - 1 7  

U N I T  SUPPORTED 

USS SARATOGA 

U S 3  I N D E P E N D E N C E  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS SARATOGA 

USS I N D E P E N D E N C E  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS SARATOGA 

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS SARATOGA 

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

U S S  A M E R I C A  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I  NGTON 

USS SARATOGA 

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS A M E R I C A  

USS A M E R I C A  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS SARATOGA 

S T A G I N G  P T  NO A I R C R A F T  

J A C K S O N V r L L E  2  

G I T M O I P E N S A C O L A  1 

PENSACOLA 1 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2 

R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 1 

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  1 

J A C K S O N V r L L E  2 

CORPUS C H R I S T I  2  

R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 2  

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  1 

P E N S A C O L A  1 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2 

CORPUS C H R I S T r  3 

B E N S A C O L A  1 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  3  

CORPUS C H R I S T T  1 

PENSACOLA 1 

J A C K S O N V r L L E  2  

SOUTH A M E R r  CA 1 

CORPUS - C A R I S T I  2  

PENSACOLA 1 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  2  

A n n e x  C 



J U L  - 
2 4 - 2 9  USS L E  X I  NGTON P E N S A C O L A  

AUG - 
1 4 - 2 6  

S E P  
1 9 - 2 3  

USS A M E R I C A  

U S S  N I M I T Z  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS N I M I T Z  

USS F O R R E S T A L  

U S $  F O R R E S T A L  

USS N I M I T Z  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

U S $  F O R R E S T A L  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

USS F O R R E S T A L  

USS N I M I T Z  

USS E I S E N H O W E R  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

U S S  E I S E N H O W E R  

USS L E X I N G T O N  

R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 

GUANTANAMO B A Y  

P E N S A C O L A  

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  

P E N S A C O L A  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  

GUANTANAMO B A Y  

GUANTANAMO B A Y  

R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 

CORPUS C H R T S T I  

J A C K S O N V I L L E  

PENSACOLA 

J A C K S O N V I L L E  

GUANTANAMO B A Y /  
R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 

GUANTANAMO BAY 

CORPUS C H R I S T 1  

R O O S E V E L T  ROADS 

P E N S A C O L A  

2 A n n e x  C 


